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PREFACE. 



IN January laft, I publiflied The American Annual Regijtet 
for xy^^. Mycolle<ai6nof materials required more room 
than had been expcdled, and it was found neceffary to clofetbe 
volume ^wtbout completing the plan." 

Some gentlemen, who wifbed to fee the publication proceed, 
offered to a/fift by fubfcriptions for a fecond volume. But 
Ais was unTuitable, becaufe perfons who had not feen the for- 
mer one could not with propriety be aikeq to fubfcribe for a 
continuation of it. I therefore began the fame tafk over again 
under a different title page. The fubjeft was fertile, and repe- 
titions of what had been faid already l>ave been avoided with fo 
much care that they do not, in whole, exteiid to near half a page. 
On the appearance of-the former volume, certain critics 
tOmplained of my ftile. The roughnefs of their own, in the 
inftant of condemnation, afforded th&beft apology for the faults 
t)f mine. But moreover thefe refined literati were the patrons 
and proMnpters of William Cobbet. He had fpoke of me, 
with his wonted pclitenefs, in ten or twelve pamphlets. It 
was proper, as it feems, that I fhould be fil^t, becaufe the 
two chaplains of Congrefs, the fecretaries of flate and of the 
treafurjr were in the number of his auxiliaries or admirers. I 
would Dpt injure Mr. Cobbet by comparing him with his em- 
ployers* The bench and jury who af&ffinated lord Stafford 
wercfbill mofc execrable than Titus Oates. 

In this catalogue of the patrons of genius we find Mr. Ro- 
bert Liflon. The Britifh ambaffador, not contented with 
paying Mr- Cobbet for his labours, receives a daily Ijundle of 
his gazettes. No perfon poffefling the feelings of a gentle- 
maifi would fuffer that commodity to come within his door, X 

Such intermeddling from a foreign envoy would notb.e endured 
by any independent country in the world/ unlefs in the United 
States of America. A French envoy at London, or an Englifh 
andiafiswkir at PviS) n«v^ fet$ vp ^ newspaper tg r^cgmpxtnd 
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his meafures. Neither the dd monarchy nor the prefent republic 
rf France, would, fcH- a finglc day, have endured fuch a connec- 
tion. In London, where the fpirit of national independence is 
underftood and felt, the UrOj news of the Morning Chronicle 
being fupported by a Frfench penfion, would level the prin-- 
ter's office with the pavement. But Mr. Lifton goes farther. 
He correfponds with internal traitors. He is detected, and the 
inoft defpicable, or rather the meft proftituted of all cabinets, 
hath accepted of his refufal to reveal their names. To trace 
the confpiracy, Congrefs appoints a committee of five mem- 
bers. Of thefe, three are tories, and one of them is. Robert 
Goodloe Harper, the intimate friend of Lifton, the advifer ofst 
Spanifb war, and of the codqueft of Mexico. This is a new 
way to difcover plots. 

When the fifth number of this book Was publi&ed, Mr. 
Alexander Hamilton printed, in Mr. Fenno's gazette, a deni-. 
al of his connexion with Reynolds. He has now come fi-oin 
New* York to complete a fatisfadory flatement. Like the 
pot whitewafhing the kettle, he has already received from Mr. 
Wolcot a certificate ©f his virtue. He is, at prefent, alfo folia- 
ting Mr. Monroe and Mr. Muhlenberg, on both of v^^om he 
had heaped mountains of calumny. Mr. Hamilton entreats 
them, to attefJ.his innocence^ that is to fay, tb^ir belief of his 
having debauched Mrs, Reynolds. 

The variety of articles tranfnHtted for revffal and publication 
was unexpcCTed, and many have been delayed for want of 
room. The deniaJ of accefs to fubfcrib(;rs appeared an ungra» 
cious tafk. A compliance with their wifhes m^de it nece/Ta- 
' ry to (horten the latter part of the narrative, and to leave out 
fome entire chapters that were prepared (oc the prefs. This gives 
to the volume a mifcellaneous texture, which the rigid remark- 
er is entitled to condemn. At another time, I fhall perhaps 
<lo better. 

A report has bc^ circulated, that Mr. John Beckley is the 
author of this volume. He did not frame a fingle fentenceof 
it. He is unacquainted with my hand writing, and I could not 
be fure^to diftinguifh his. 

Philadelphia^ July l^th^ 1797. 
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Hijiory of the United States j &c^ 



CHAPTER I. 



Firjl fejfion of the fourth Congrefs. — Refolution pro-^ 
pojed by Mr. S. Smith for checking the Briti/k 
. treaty. — Hints reJpeCling that paper. — Attempts 
to involve America in a French war. — Sketch of 
thejiate of JFrance^ by Edmund Burke.— ^ontrajl 
between her and the United States. — Scanty pay 
of the federal army. — Fatal effeCls of a rupture 
with France. --^amillus. — His miflakes as to the 
/late of Europe. — Mr. Pinckney. — His opinion of 
the advantage of delaying a Britijh treaty. — At'^ 
tempts to irritate JFrance. — Extreme danger of 
doing fo. — Real authors of the mifunderflanding. — 
Montgaillard^s prediction. — JSfotice to the patrons 
of a certain gazette. — Concluding remarks. 

AT the beginning of the year 1796, the fourth 
Congrefs of the United States|were in their 
firft {effion. On the 4th of January, Mr. Samuel 
Smith laid on the table of the Reprefentatives a 
refolution in thefe words : " That from and after 
the day of it fhall not be lawful 

for any foreign fhip or veflel to land in the 
territories of the United States any goods, wares, 
Or merchandize other than the produce of that 
country to which thefhipor veffel belongs . *' This . 
propofal was proftflcdly pointed at the treaty of 
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t HISTORY OF THE 

c6m]nerce with Britain, which had been figned at 
London on the 19th of Novcniber, 1794» ^^ 
Mr. John Jay, as envoy on thC' part of Ame- 
rica. Mr. S. Smith oppofed that inflniment. He 
faid, in Congrefi, that, withm two years, it might 
be cxpeftcd to deftroy the fhipping of this country. 
The fifteenth article of the treaty has thefe words : 
Nor (hall any prohibition be impofed on the ex- 
portation or the importation N of any articles to 
or from; the territories of the two parties re£pec- 
tivcly, which fhall not equally extend to all other 
nations/^ Thus the refolutionwas in ftrifthar- 
mony with the conditions of the treaty; yet, if the 
United States fliall ever carry it into execution, the 
treaty itielf.will, in toxnc meafure, be at an end. 
Britain could find a thoufand efFeftive ways of ex- 
preffing her difguft at this regulation, which would 
incommode her much more than the other mari- 
time ftates of Europe. Still flie would have leis 
reafon to complain than any nation in the world, 
becaufe the refolution is grounded on the princi- 
ple aflumed in the Engliih aft of navigation*. 

The treaty in queftiori has produced many vo- 
lumes of elaborate inveftigation. Since the new 
conftitution, no other fubjefl: h^s excited fo gene- 
ral an effort of the ingenuity, the eloquence, and 

• On the 2d of September^ i795» the Fj«nch Convention 
paiTed a fimilar a^. Its operation is only fofpended on account of 
the war. By the firft article^ no foreign commodities can be im- 
ported into Fratice> bm in French veflels^y or in thofe of the country 
which produces thero^ or of the country from which they areufa- 
ally firft exported. By the fecondi no foreign veflel can convey front 
one port of France or h^r qolohies to another^ any of their produce. 
^Thirdy every French veflel muft have her officers and three-fourths 
of her crew Frenchmen. It is amazing that the court of Verfailles 
did not adopt this rule an hundred years ago. It will^ in a ihort 
time> double or giiadrople the number of Frendh feamen. Were 
other omens averted, this law is an epitaph on the naval fopremacy 
pi Britain* See an elcqnent report by Bai^re&b, 
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UNITED STATES. ^ 

the paiCons of America. It was this emergency 
which marked out the jM;efent year as more emi- 
Dently defcrving of hifto^ical notice. The mat- 
fer itfelf daily grows in importance, as this tranfac- 
tion has brought the United States to the verge 
of a French war. Few have leifure to read, and 
ftill fewer have information or even capacity ade- 
quate to comprehend a great part of the complica- 
ted arguments employed for or againft it. To at- 
tempt a detail of the topijcs on each fide would 
be a voluminous, and by this time, almoft an ufe- 
lefs undertaking. The public has already become 
fattated with eflays, letters, memorials, replies, ob- 
fervations, features, reports, addrefles, views, vin- 
dications, defences, paragraphs, refblutions, petiti- 
ons, explanations, proceedings of town meetings,, 
motions, and fpeeches. Within the fhort Ipace of 
eighteen months, the argument has entirely fhifted 
its place. Theftrefs of the debate cant be no longer 
about'Whether the Britifli treaty is advantageous 
or prejudicial to American commerce* j but whether 
it is worth preferving at the rifle of a French war. 
That the Direftory of Paris have this objeft fome-* 
what in their eye is moft likely. The recall of 
their ambaflador, citizen Adet, was a broad inti- 
mation ojf their defign. In Europe, fuch aftep is 
the profefled fignal for hoflilities. It is as certain 
that a party in this country arefblicitous of driving 
the United States into that conteft. If a croud of 
other evidences could be forgotten, their abfence 
is fupplied by the letter from ftcretary Pickering 
to Mr. Pinckney our ambaflador to the French re- 
public. At the fame time, attempts are conftantly^ 
made to decry the power of France. When a 
French general chances to retreat, the newfpapep. 
of the party teem with exultation. The republic at 
Wge is invariably reprcfented as a rendezvous q£ 
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4 HISTORY OF THE 

ruffians, 'a nuifahce to civilized fqciety. It is im- 
pbllible tlaat the Freoch fliould fail of being ofFen^ 
ded at fuch unprovoked ihfblence. They hire no 
gazettes in Paris to revile America. They do not 
iilL libraries in cenfuring our political charafters. 
Yet our federal prints attack, on every occafion, 
both the republic and all her friends, in the moft 
vulgar ftile of abufe. Even the minifterial prints 
of London,- the organs of Rofe and Dun das, are, 
by many degrees, lefs infolent in their inyeftive, 
and iefs brutal in their reproach*. ' 

Before going farther, we fhall glance at the cba- 
rafter and aftual ftate of the French, whom Mr, 
Pickjering and his friends are fi> anxioiIB to degrade. 
In preparing for a quarrel it is eflential to. be ac- 
quainted with the talents and refources of your an- 
tagonift. The fituation of our citizens, thinly di£- 
perfed over an immenfe continent, affords a pecu- 
liar avenue to deception. It has been employed 
with diligence agaiflft the republic. On a topic 

* Fdr xnftance, a late correfpondeiu in the Gazette of the United 
States writes thus: " That contemptible and drunken vagabond, 
*< Tom Paine, who is notprioufly deftitute of every honeft princi- 
*^ pie, religious, moral, or political, has crowned his career of irapu- 
•* dence and falfehood, &c. — This creature of avaricious poverty 
** and deranged ambition, would fet the world on fire, if he could 
** find fix .pence by the light, and advocate the climate and govern. 
** ment of hell to be popular there.— He was, at the commencement 
<* of our troubles, a decided frfend to the meafures of Great Bri- 
** tain." After the war, *' his firft attack was upon the trattquiliiy of 
•< Great Britain ; but here he v/as difgracefully defeated/' [It will 
be time enough to fpeak of his defiat when the bank of England be- 
gins to pay its notes in ^old and' filver. The prefent paper-raoney 
plan is like trying to crofs the Atlantic in acork jacket.] << I rewet 
*• there was found any man in the United States (o bafe and hoSile 
** to the peace and hbnour of his country, as to publi{h this letter of 
** infamy ;" the letter from Paine to General Waftiingtonj printed , 
by Mr. Bache. The peace of the country rubs no hazard, and as 
little awaits the honour of the general. On the 14th of December, 
1 796, Dr. Ames obferved in Congrefs, that " the cbaraScr is fixc4 
« in hiftorj /" Paine, therefore> has eorac too late. 
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UNITED STATES. 5 

of fuch univerfal importance candid explanation 

can hardly be tedious. No better authority will 

^required than that of Edmund Burke. Two 

kttcrs from him on this head have been recently 

printed, A few detached fentences^ cxtrafted from 

whole fheets to the fame purpofc, will place the 

refources of France in a juft light, and fhew what 

the Upited States have to expeft in a conteft with 

her. *^Out of the tomb of the murdered monar- 

" chy in France, has arifen a vaft, tremendous, 

'' unformed fpeftre^in afar more terrific gui/ei[\2in 

'^ any which ever yet overpowered the imagi- 

^' nation and fubdued the fortitude of man. — ^Fhc 

^^ republic has aftually conquered the fineft parts of 

'' Europe, has diftreiled, difunited, deranged, and 

^' broke to pieces all the reft.-r— We have not inlhe 

*' flighteft degree, impaired the ftrength of the com- 

'' mon enemy, (France), in any one of thofe points 

^' in which his particular force confifts. — ^The re- 

'^ gicide has received our advances withfcorn*! — 

" If things fhould give us tAe comparative Iiappi-- 

" nefs of ^ Jlruggle^ I fhall be found dying by the 

" fide of Mr. Pitt. — ^Spain is a province of the ja- 

'' cobin empire. -^Her crown is a fief of regicide. — 

'' We have not confidered, as we ought, the dread- 

*^ ful energy of a ftate in which the property has 

'' nothing to do with the government. — The difco- 

*' very is dreadful, the xainc exhaufile/s . — A repub- 

^' lie of a charafter the moft reftlefs, the moll en- 

'^ terprifing, the moft impious^ the moft fierce and 

'^ bloody, the moft hypocritical and perfidious, 

" the moft bold and daring that ever has been feen, 

*' or indeed that can be conceived to exift '/' 

Mr. Burke is far from being Angular in his pa- 
nic. Major Cartwright, in his work entitled, The 

♦ The letters were publiihcd before MalmcfbUry went to Paris. 
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Cofnmonwealth in Danger^ (hews the folly of Eng*' 
land depending for fafety, folely on her fleet. The 
French may give battle by fea, be defeated, and 
lofe twenty ftiips of the line, without material in- 
jury. They know that the Englifh muft be crip- 
pled and return to port » The road is then open, 
and they difembark in Britain what troops they 
pleafe. The major adds, that, previous to the vic- 
tory of the I ft of June, 1794, admiral Howe was 
reviled for not beating the French fleet-; but even 
then, he only did fo becaufe the French came pur- 
pofcly in his way. They alfo, by facrificing a few 
fliips of the line, gained their objeft. This was 
to fecure the arrival of an American convoy with 
provifions. Arthur Young, a third writer of emi- 
nence, has demojiftrated the depth of his defpaif 
by the following propofal; viz. that England 
Aiould raife an army of five hundred thoufand men ; 
and that they, as well as their oflicers, niuft all be 
wen of property. He fays that nothing elfe can favc 
the country from a French conqueft. This was 
above two years ago*. Thefe ^tfaorities con- 
firm the lamentations of Mr. Burke. As to his 
piftureofwhat France can perform, we may judge 
by what flie hath fuffered* In March y 1795, I^^* 
mourier printed at Hamburgh a very interefting 
pamphlet on the ftate of the war. He therein fays, 
that, in December, 1794, ^ report was laid before 
the Convention of the number of fbldiers whom 
France had loft by her three campaigns. They 
were ftated atfix hundred and fifty thoufand. Du- 
mourier adds, that this computation was by one- 
third part lefs than the truth ; and that, including 
emigration, famine, and the fcafFold, France had 

* See An Idea of the prefent State of Francci printed fometuae^ 
previous to Mwch, 1795. 
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flien loft twelve hundred thoufand men, in the flow- 
er of life, befides aged perfons, women and chil'> 
dren. Compared with this havoc of the human 
fpecies, the wafte of any other modern war is but 
trifling. The king of PrulEa eftimates that the war 
of 1756, which lafted feven years, deftroyed, in the 
whole, awd in all parts of the world, only about a 
million of foldicrs. To the twelve hundred thoufand 
Frenchmen we may fafely add eight hundred thou- 
fand from the allied armies j fince the latter were 
equally numerous with the republicans, and befides 
were beaten. We have thus about two millions of 
deaths, in two years and four months>or above eight 
hundred thoufand per annum ; fo that the prefent 
war is at leaft five fimes mose deftru Aiye than that 
of 1756* 

No other nation or government that the world 
ever faw, could have fupported fuch enormous lofles 
as the French have endured 5 yet their ftrength 
appears undiminifhed, and every campaign adds to 
the catalogue of their conquefts. It is not lefe 
than madnefs for a party in America to be hiring 
newspapers to revile fuch a terrible people. Thejr 
are not only moft formidable from their phyfical 
ftrength, but from the peculiar ftrufture of their 
government. *' It is lyftematic ;" fays Mr. Burke, 
*' it is fimple to its principle ; it has unity and con- 
" fiftency in pcrfeftion.'' [Congrefs have refufed 
to impofe a land tax. Nay fome of them, with 
Jurprilinghardinefs, declare iltch a meafiire imprac- 
ticable, though land taxes are at this moment paid 
in perhaps every ftate of the union . Pennfylvania 
has three or four. Oppofed to this frivolity, this 
puppet-ftiewof legiflation, pbferve what Burke tells 
of France :] "In that country, entirely to cut off" a 
*' branch of commerce, to extinguifli a manufac- 
t^ ture, to deftroy the circulation of money, to 
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* ^^ violate credit, to fufpend the courfe of agricul- 

i ^^ ture, even to burn a city or to lay wafte a pro- 

\ ^' vince of their own, does not coftthemamoment^s 

J ^' anxiety, — GoiA^ ftraight forward to its end, un- 

f *' appalled by peril, unchecked by remorfe, defpi- 

;• " fing all common maxims and all comnion means, 

" that hideous phantom overpowered %hofe who 
" could not believe it pojffible/he could at all exift /'' 
! This is the fort of enemy whom we may chance 

to encounter, as the price of the Britifh treaty, 
and the epiftle of Mr. Pickering. When in parlia- 
ment, Mr. Burke was confidered as the beft in- 
formed member of the Houfe of Commons. He 
has long been the oracle of theEngliifh ariftocracy. 
He is a penfioner to Pitt, and would be fbrry to 
overcharge the picture of French power. 

It is ferving America, to make a (hort comparifon 
between the relative force of the two nations. 
The French, in only four years, have overcome 
' the German empire, Spain, Portugal, Italy, and 

the Netherlands, cbmprehending not lefs than fifty 
millions of people. The United States, white, black, 
and yellow, have not five millions. The French have 
drubbed three Britifli kingdoms, with their popula- 
; ^ tion of fourteen millions, and cruflied numerous con- 

fpir acies an d rebellions in the heart of their cou ntry . 
The revolt of La Venclee alone coft as much fight- 
ing as paffed in America during the revolution. 
Pichegru, in one campaign, did what Marlborough, 
though conftantly viftorious, could not atcomplifh 
in ten. , ♦ 

In 17^4, France maintained nearly eleven hun- 
dred thoufand fighting men, and was, in 1795*, ^^ 
have fixty thoufand cannoneers*. In 1797, Ame- 
rica, by the report of Oliver Wolcott, was to 

• Carey's edition of Guthrie's Geography, vol, ii# p. 69^; + P# 1 8. 
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rcqaire an army of three thoufand five linndrcd 
andtw^enty-four men, including officers, cadets, ar- 
tiifcers, and twentyj-feven furgeons. Even this 
laidful coft infinite haggling in Congrefs* j and 
the greateft anxiety how they were to be paid. 
The French are the beft appointed troops, perhaps, 
in the world. From an immenfe diftance, they 
have been often tranfported in waggons to the field 
of battle. The pay of American regulars is abfb- 
lute beggary. The privates have a ration per day 
worth twenty cents, or feventy two dollars and eigh- 
ty cents a year. Their pay is four dollars per mrnth, 
or forty-eight dollars a year. An annual fuit of 
clothes are Valued at twenty-five dollars, fo that 
the accoimts (lands thus y 

Dolls. Cts^ 
Rations, - - - 72 So 
, Pay, • - - .48 
Clothes, - - - 25 

Total, 145 80 

Every man wh6 can handle an axe may gain dou- 
ble the fum, and have his vi<n:uals into the bargain. 
For fuch a pittance our foldiers, in war, penetrate 
the wildcrnefs to fight an enemy who give no quar- 
ter. In peace they are cooped up in garrifons 
from whence they dare not ftray above a gun (hot, 
and where they have been often in the utmoft dii^ 
trels for neceflaries. Thoufands of horfes, in at- 
tempting to carry fupplies through the dcfart, have 
confumed their loads, and died of^hungert. * Ge- 
neral Wayne, it isTaid, loft his life at lake Erie, 
for want of two ounces of caftor oil. 

^uchisthe prefent balance, by land between the 

• The particnlara will appear in the next volume, 
i Mxt S» Smith ftated thisj laft winter; inCongrelv 
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regular forces of France and the United States. 
They are as one man to three or four hundred. Our 
expeaces equal or exceed our revenues. Congreis 
have refufed to attempt a land tax. All other 
fources are about exhaufted; and a war with France, 
by the ruin of our commerce, would certainly cut 
off a great, part of thofc ariling from it. Nine parts 
in ten of tlie public taxes proceed from the duties 
on impoft and tonnage. In the land tax debates of 
Congrefs, laft winter, Mr. Harper ftrangely faid, 
that, if at war with France, our trade would not, 
in his opinion, fufFer more than it does already. 
He inferred that oiu: revenues would not, by that 
event, be materially reduced. 

If we look at the fea there is no profpeifl of fuc- 
ceis in a conteft with France. We have on the 
flocks three frigates. Of their navy an exaft ac- 
count cannot here be given, but it has, for a centu- 
ry, been the fecond in Europe. It lately was faid 
to contain three hundred and thirty-feven veflels. 
An hundred and twenty one were fhips of the line. . 
Of theft the leaft carry fevcnty four guns*. They 
would, in a conteft with America, be feconded by 
6pain, Portugal, and Holland. Againft this immen- 
llty of numbers, our Lilliput fquadron would be 
like three pifmires in the gullet of a crocodile, or 
three grains of chaff in the charge of a fIxpQunder. 
But then our privateers can deftroy their com- 
merce! Yes, And they fliall deftroy ours. Thus, as 
Heniy Fielding fays,wc fell a blind horfc and receive 
a bad note in payment. Our feaport towns, from 
Portland to Savannah, will bevfucceflively trans* 
formed into a range of bonfires. The fliutting up 
of the Mediterranean and the weftern waters would 
compofc but an atom in the Alps of our calamity. 

• Carey's edition of Guthrie's Geography, vol. '(u p. 6g6. 
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K a ftruggle with France alone, unfupported by 
her allies, we could not muftcr a tenth part of her 
force either by land or fea, Mr. Pitt computed, in 
the Houfc of Commons, that the campaign of 1794, 
coft the republic an hundred and fifty millions ftei> 
ling. Ours -vvith the Wyandots were eftimated at a 
million of dollars yearly. The burden produced infi- 
nite difcontent, and anearneft defire of peace. France, 
at an annual charge three or fix hundred times grea- 
ter, coritinues to fight and to conquer, to trample 
every enemy, and to diftate the terms of eveiy 
peace. To contend, if we can help it, with this re- 
publican Typhoeus would, in ralhnefs, refemble the 
laft ftruggles of Jerufalem and Palmira. On the 
altars of Titus and Aurelian we might read with 
probability the profpeft before us. 

As a political writer,, Alexander Hamilton holds 
the fame rank in AmericathatBiu-ke enjoys in En g* 
land J and it would be injuring the logic of hi$ 
party not to give his opinion. Camillus, No. viu 
, was publiftied in thefummer of 17955 and contains a 
furvey of Europe extremely difterent from that of 
Mr. Burke. " It cannot be denied that flie (Britain) 
" is triumphant on the ocean ; that the acquifitions 
" which fhe has made upon France are hitherto 
" ^rd'/?/<?r than thofe which France has made upon 
" her." The reduftion of two or three iflands in 
the Welt Indies is not worth notice in this conteft, 
where the independence of Britain is in imminent 
dailger. When No. vii. was written, the French had 
conquered Holland, and the Auftrian Netherlands. 
*' Holland," fays Mr. Burke, "is to England a 
" matter of vaiue ineftimable.^^^ By the conqueft 
of the low countries, France forms a femicirclc 
around the Britifh iflands. Hence, while the fleet 

f Letter I, 
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of England lies wind-bound at Spithead, or is in 
any other given fituation, the French? by taking 
an oppolite point of the compafs, can, at their 

'^ leifure, difembark an army on the coaft of Britain 

or Ireland. For excluding theHi, an hundred fliips 
of the line and an hundred canoes would be of 
- equal importance. This, by the way, points out 
the folly of a favourite Britifh mzxwoh that he who 
is majier by fea is tnajler by land* While the Ne- 
therlands, therefore, continue a part of the repub- 
lic, ft is frivolous to fpeak of Britifh conquefts in 

<^ the Eaft or Weft Indies, or indeed any where elfc- 

They fignify no more 

" Than Caefar's arm, when Csefar's head is off." 

*^ If, on the one hand, flie (Britain) owes an im- 
*^ menfe debt, on the other (he poffefles an immcnfe' 
*' credit, which there is no fymptom of being im- 
" paired. Britifti credit has become, in a Britifti 
^' mind, an article oi faith ^ and is no longer an ob- 
*' jeA of reafon/' [^Thus Camillus tells us that the 
creditors of England are fools. The profjpefts of 
a merchant are not very hopeful, when no man of 
prudence will truft him. Yet fuch is the condi- 
tion of England as defcribed by its advocate.3 ** Her 
*' government poflefles, internally, as much vigor, 
** and has as much national fupport, as it perhaps 
*' ever had at any ^ former .period of her hiftory* 
*' Alarmed by the unfortunate excefles in France, 
*' moft men of property cling to the government, 
*' and carry with them the great bulk of the nation, 
*' almoft the whole of the farming intereft, and 
*' much the greateft proportion of other induftri- 
*' ous<:lafles." 

Mr, Burke has the advantage of being on the fpot ; 
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and he diflents entirely from Mr. Hamilton. He 
eftimates the number of BritiQi citizens who, think 
for themfelvcs, at four hundred thoufand. Of 
thefc he computes that eighty thoufand are " pure 
'^ jacobins, utterly incapable of amendment.-^ 
*' On thefe, no reafon, no argument, no example, 
*^ no venerable authority,^ can have the flighteft in- 
*' fluence. They defire a change, and they will have 
*' it if they can. — -This minority is great and formi- 
^' dablc. I do not know whether, ifl aimed atthetor- 
*' tal overthrow of a kingdom, I fhouldwifh to be <?«- 
*' cumbered with a larger body of parti/ans^ .^' The^ 
London Courier, of the 26th of December, 1796, 
affirms, thattbefe two letters were publiftied by the 
connivance of t/:e minijler. Burke has penfions to 
the efFeftive amount of about four thoufand poi;mds 
'fterling, fo that this fup^ofition becomes highly pro- 
bable. Thus the authority of Pitt is fuper added t^ 
that of Burke, and they explode the opinion of Ca- . 
millus. Each fucceeding campaign is an additional 
nail driven into the head of monarchy. Every new 
tax makes a number of new qnemies. Here we per- 
ceive three. diftincT: cauf^s for a Britifli revolution. 
Thefe are, a fuperior and implacable/ enemy on 
the continent, whofe local pofition makes a Bri- 
tifti navy ufelefs ; a national debt, which by this 
time approaches to four hundred millions fterling, 
' and of which the very intereft can be paid only in 
paper; and a party within the country whofe enmity 
cannot be extinguiftied, and who, by the confeffion 
of their enemies, are abundantly numerous for the 
dcftruftion of any government in the world. 
** Among her allies,^' fays Camillus, ^' are the two 
*' greatcfl: powers of Europe, France excepted ; 
*^ namely, Ruflia and Auftria. Spain and Sardinia 

* Letter I, 
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** mdkt a common cau(e with her." The twp lat- 
ter have bceh turned by France into mere ftepping 
ftones in her path to the dominion of Europe. Ruf^ 
fia never gave any help, more or lefs, to the crown- 
ed coalition. Catharine is now dead ; and her fori 
has declined any concern with it. But even if he 
did fend an army to the Rhine, Britain would 
be obliged to pay them. As for Auftria, Jafper 
WiUbn, in his celebrated letter to Mr. Pitt, fays, 
that, before the prefcnt war began, the Emperor was 
oiFering nine per cent for money, fo that by this time 
he muft be as much entangled in debt as England 
herfeif. Nothing but arbitraiy power could enable 
him to pay even a fingle regiment. This will not hold 
out long. " She (France) cannot, -vvithout great di& 
** ficuity, from their geographical pofition, make 
" any farther acquiiitions upon the territories of 
*' Auftria/' Carnot is a better geographer than Mr, 
Hamilton. Since this predi^ftion, Morcau and Jour- 
dan have penetrated into the heart of Germany, 
They have fubdued a multitude of itis princes, and 
were within a fmall matter of reaching Vienna. As 
to Italy, Buonaparte has eclipfed evtery commander 
fince Telefinus and Sylla engaged under the Avails 
of Rome. Hear what Burke fays : '' The over- 
" running of Lombardy, the fubjugation of Pied- 
" mont, the pofleflion of its impregnable fortrefles, 
-*^ the feizing on all the neutral ftates of Italy, our 
'* expulfion from Leghorn, inftances renewed for 
*^ our expiilfion from Genoa, Spain rendered fub- 
*^ jeft to them and* hoftile to us, Portugal bent un- 
*' der the yoke, half the empire over-run and rava- 
" ged*." This is the pifture of 1796. Yet, in 
reliance on the political fbrefig^t of Camillus, a nu- 
merous party in the United States have filled, and 

* Letter I, 
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continue to fill their newfpapers with fcurrilous ca*" 
lumnies ^gainft the French nation. Theyinfultcd her 
ambaflador, even after he had been recalled j and^ 
as if this had not been enough to enfure a rupture, 
Mr. Pickering fent a letter to Mr. Pinckney in France 
which is more in the tone of a libel than a diploma- 
tic paper. When the blind lead the blind, we know 
thefequel. With regard to Europe, Mr. Hamilton 
is, in all his views, miftaken. This lamp of politi- 
cal wifdom, has conduced America to the edge 
of a precipice from which General Wafliington 
faw fit to retire. Ik is of confequence to expofe the 
fophiftry' of Mr. Hamilton, that our enlightened 
citizens m^ fee by what ignorance they have been 
led into the prefent criCs. We fliall, on this account, 
pick up two or three others of his miftakes. 

'* Britain and her poflTeffions are effentiallyjafe^** 
fays Camillus, *^ while Ihe maintains a decided 
*' maritime fuperiority." Burke, in one of his 
letters, fpeaking of the war of 1689, faysjthat " in 
" two years three thoufand vefTels were taken from 
" the Englifh trade." In every war, the com- 
merce of Britain fuifers prodigioufly. The prefent 
ftate of the Weft Indies (hews that a fuperior fleet 
" cannot always preferve her iflands. Witnefs the 
recapture of Guadaloupe, the conflagration of St. 
Vincent?, Grenada, and St. Lucia ! But the expedi- 
tion of Hoche, to Ireland, is the beft refutation of 
Mr. Hamilton. Some people fpeak of the Britifli 
navy as if it could be prefent every where at the 
fame time. If twenty-five thoufand Frenchmen had 
difcmbarked at Bantry bay, a march of two days 
would have brought them to Corke, a city aslarge as 
Philadelphia, difafifeftcd to government, and befides 
entirely defencelefs. Another week would be fuf- 
ficient for reaching Dublin . The temper of its 
citizens appears by a letter from thq viceroy. 
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He boafts of having a militia of two thoufand bar- 
rifters, attornies, merchants, arid fuch people, ^ But 
tl;iefe men would not mounf guard, if they durft em- 
ploy th^ poorer clafles to do fofor them. Dublin 
has between two ^nd three hundred thoufand inha- 
bitants, and if the bulk of them had been well affec- 
ted, the militia might have amounted to twenty 
thoufand. His lordfhip fays that the whole mili- 
tia of the ifland are about twenty-live thoufand. 
This is a pitiful portion in a population of four mil- 
lions*. It is hard to fay whether the catholics of 
Connaught or the proteftants of Ulfter would fpel 
the greatcft impatience to join an invader. 'Thus 
the left arm of England would be cut off without, 
perhaps^ even the honour of a battle. This is the 
e[fential Jhfety that Mr. Hamilton {peaks about. 

In defiance of , geography and hiftory, Camil- 
lus next endeavours to undervalue the conquefl of 
the Netherlands. '^France mufl be ftill more fa- 
^' tigued and exhaufled even than her adverfaries- 
^^ Her acquifitions cannot materially vary this con- 
*' cluiion ; the Low Countries muft have been pret-- 
" ty vjdl emptied before they fell into her hands." 
He has more to tlie fame effed. They are inhabi- 
ted by, about fix millions of induftrious , people, 
among the richeft in the world. < The acquifition 
was of immenfe importance. If Bruflels and Am- 
ftcrdam had been reduced to afhes, and if a famine 

. * His lord (hip tells ,usj that when the foldiers went oiF to Bantry 
Bay, in qucft of the French, he granted their wi\rcs four pence per 
day till they returned. This Was certainly a fpkndid aDowance, and 
well worth fighting for. In a pamphlet printed in 1794J fir Henry 
Clinton fays, that " thc^army is now waiting to receive a very fmali 
" ihare of plunder ^ijiaen at the fiege of Charlejio^n T* 

The great take care of themfelves at leaft. The hiftory of The 
Crimes of the Kings af England^ relates that the family of Mr. Pitfe 
enjoy places -and penfions to the amooat of eighty-one thoufand 
pounds ftcrling a year* 
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like thofe produced by Britilh raonopolies in Ben- 
gaJ, had whitened the whole country with the bones 
of its inhabitants, Camillus might have fome reafon 
for this infinuation. The French did not think 
that Holland was emptied^ as appears fronni their firft 
requifition. Among other articles, they demanded 
two hundred thouTand quintals of wheat, feventy- 
five millions of pounds weight of hay, fifty millions 
ditto of oats, and hundred and fifty thouland pairs 
of fhoes, two hundred thoufand fhirts, with flraw, 
breeches, coats, waiftcoats, overalls, hats, and fo 
forth, all in one month, befides twelve thoufand ox- 
en to be furnilhed within two months. "^Fhis enume- 
ration fliews the inaccuracy of Camillus, and what 
may be expefted if the French diferabark at Mud 
ifland. 

^' The Britifh government maintains a proud and 
'^ diftant referve, repels every idea of peace^ and 
'' inflexibly purfues the path of war." Mr. Burke's 
two letters are half filled with lamentations for the 
debafement of England. They hold out a ludi- 
crous refutation of Alexander Hamilton. " The 
" regicides were the firft,'' faith St. Edmund, 
'' to declare war. We are the firft to Jue for peace. — 
'' The fpeech from the throne in the opening of 
" the felfibn of 1795, tb^ew out oglings and glances 
'^ of tender 7ze/s. Left this coquetting ihouldfeem too 
^' cold and ambiguous, the violent paffion for a re- 
^^ lation to the regicides, produced," &c. This is the 
proud and diftant referve defcribed by Camillus.— 
'^ I do not know a more mortifying fpeftacle than 
'' to fe6 the aflembled majefty of the crowned heads 
'^ of Europe waiting as patient fuitors in the anti- 
^' chamber of Regicide. They wait, it feems, un- 
'^ til the fanguinary tyrant, Carnot, (hall have fnor- 
'' ted away the indigefted fumes of the blood of 
^' his fovcreign." The remainder of this fccne 
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is admirably painted ; but our envoy, Mr. Pinck- 
ney, is not, it appears, admitted even to the anti- 
cliambcr. He has been deCred to quit the coun- 
try, '' At this fecond humiliation it might not have 
" been amifs to paufe and not to fquander away 
*' the fund of our fubmijfions .^^ A report from the 
Committee of Agriculture at. London affirms, that 
the lands lying wafle in Britain, could be. encrcaf^ 
ed in value by twenty millions Jierling a year ! They 
deferred this acquisition to manufadlure French, 
kings. — " At Bafle, it was thought proper that 
'' Great Britain ftiould appear at this market, and 
'^ bid with the refl for the mercy of the people- 
" king." This is that republic which the Ameri- 
can emifTaries of England arcfo bufy in provoking. 

Mr, Burke then relates two fruitlcfs applications 
made by England, the one at Berlin, by our friend 
Robert Hammond, and the other at Paris througU 
the Danifh ambafTador. Both were rejefted. ''It 
'' might be thought that here, at lengthy we had 
'' touched the bottom .of humiliation j bur lead 
'' was brought up covered with mud. But in the 
'' loivefi deep^ a lower deep was to open for us ftill 
'' more profound abyffes of difgrace and Ihame. 
*' However, in we leaped! — Thequeftionisnotnow 
*' how we are to be affefted with it in regard to 
*' dignity. That is gone. I (hall fay no more about 
*' it. Light lie the earth on the afhes of EngUJ/i 
"-' pride"^ I'' 

We can now anfwer the query of Camillus. 
*'^ How happens it that France with all her viftories 

♦ Britain has good reafon to be tired of this war. A late London 
ncwfpapcr fays, that, from 177 5; to 1 782, inclufive, there were three 
thoufand fcven hundred and forty-two bankruptcies ; and from 1 7^3 
to 1796, inclafivc, three thoufand fix hundred and eight. Thus 
fiur yeats of the prefent quarrel have done as much harm to the 
lacrcfintik credit as eight ycaxs of the laft, 
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^^ ba5 not yet been able to extort peace P* She never 
afted for it- " It is probable/' fays he, " thenegoci- 
" ation (Jay's treaty) received its firft impreffion and 
" even its general outline anterior to the principal 
" part of the difafters fuftained by the coalefced 
" powers in thecourfe of the laft campaign (i 794)«'^ 
Jf Jay had been warranted, as he was not, to make 
a treaty fuch as he did, its firft impreffion would 
have been fketched in America before he fct out. 
But, as lately obferved^, the time chofen for ma- 
king it was highly improper. Camillus, in ancient 
or modern annals, will hardly find that, with views 
merely commerical, any nation ever chofe fo hazar- 
dous a time for entering fnto a treaty. This con- 
fideration alone fhould have laid the bargain on 
its back, at leaft till the conclufion of a peace. It 
was jiift like building a houfe clofe to another 
which is on fire. During the refidence of Jay in 
England, every poft brobght him news of French 
viftories. Hence, even if the outline of his paper 
had been fketched before the conqueft of Flanders, 
that decifive event fliould have taught hihi to make 
a paufe. A fhfpenfion of figning the treaty for 
only three months could not have ruined America. 
. Thefe things were as huge as high Olympus. They 
pierced the deafeft ear. They thruft themfelves 
on the dulleft underftanding. 

The letter of Mr. Pinckney above referred to 
clearly admits the advantages that might have been 
gained by delay. ^^ The bufinefs, upon the whole,^* 
i^ys he, " has been concluded more beneficially for 
'^ tis than I had any hope we could obtain by nego- 
elation y?jr months agOy and, in my opinion, places 
^ ' us in amore advantageous fituation than we fhould 
^^ have been in by becoming parties to the war. 

* American Annual Regiflcr, Chapter 8» 
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If fo much had been ^icquired by one delay of fix 
months, reafon pointed out a fecondpoftponement. 
Britain has been ever fince going down hill, and had 
the affair been to begin at this time, we might have 
had any terms that could be defired. The latter 
part of the above citation obliquely implies that Ame- 
rica had no choice between a treaty and a War. The 
fiippofition gives a poor fpecimen of the writer's diC- 
cernment. How gladly fome people would be at get- 
ting into war appears from the Aurora of theyth of 
April 1797. — "A correfpondent in the Centinel, 
*' fays, thattkepl'ople of this country are not YET ripe 
^^ for a?i alliance offenfive a7id defenjivewith GreatBri- 
*' tain^ butfuggefts that the event is probable/' This 
pafTage points more clearly than ufual at the ultimate 
purpofeof a certain party. If the alliance above 
recommended were to take place, the beft fortune 
that we could look for would be that of UlyfTes in 
the den of the Cyclops ; we fliould be referved as the 
lafl: morfel. If any motive can drive out of our 
fancy aBrltifli alliance, it is to read the recent fate of 
the allies of England, as defcribed by Mr, Burke. 
*' They (the French) have hitherto conftantly de- 
*' clined any other than a treaty with a fingle pow- 
'' er. — ^In that light the regicide power finding 
*' each of them infulated and Anprotefted, with 
^* great facility gives the law to them all. By this 
'^ fyftem, for the prefent, an incurable diftruft is 
*' fbwn amongft the confederates ; anditi future all 
'* alliance is reitdered impracticable. It is thus they 
** have treated with Pruflia, with Spain, with Sar- 
*' dinia, with Bavaria, with the cccleliaftical ftates, 
" with Saxony ; and here we fee them refufe to 
''treat with Great Britain in any other mode." 
Suppofe that wc fliall have entered into the alliance 
recommended by the Centinel, and that Britain, 
within fix months, patches up a fcparate peace, 
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^while Hoche's huffars are whetting their fabres in 
the barracks of Dublin. America would then make 
but a forry figure in a folitary iiegociation. Befides, 
"we cannot truft our ally. This appears by an ex- 
traft from the journals of Congrefs, in the year 
I779v '* We are contending/' fay they, againft 
'' a kingdom crujnbling to pieces^ ^ a nation vvith- 
** out public virtue, and a people fold and be- 
*' trayed by their own reprefentativcs ; againft a 
** prince governed by his paffions, and a miniftry 
'* without confiftency or wifdom ; againft armies 
'' halfpaid^ and generals half tri*T:ed Qhefe were 
'' two flagrant falfel^ioods], againft sL government 
^^ equal only (obferve this only) to plans of plunder; 
*^ conflagration, and murder, a government noted 
'' for its violations of the rights of religion^ juftice, 
'' humanity, and mankind, and revolting irorathe 
^^ protedion of Providence /'' — " Our armies inFlan- 
*' ders fworc terribly, '^ faid uncle Toby, *' but 
'^ nothing like this V^ As for Providence, the peo- 
ple of England held frequent faft days for military 
fiiccefs* This delicate fpecimen of the mob-ftilc 
\<^aspart of a letter from Congrefsto their conftitu- 
ents, and was draughted, at their defire, by Mr. 
John Jay. They ftiould have (aid nothing about 
Salf-paid armies, till they had been half able to pay 
their own. Several continental officers, on cafting 
up the difference between dirty pafteboard and 
hard filver, found, during the war, that they were 
fighting for about one cent po* dayt. Yet they 
continued to fupport the caufe,.and to fink money 
in it. But the objeft of the above qttet^tion is to 
point out the confiftency of our envoy, and how not- 

* How dof s this agree with Camillus ? 

f This is affirmed by ag encleinan> in Philadelphia who was one 
of them. 
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ably the ftile of 1779 agrees with that of 1794. 
Only poor fifteen years have converted a horde of 
demons, for that is the amount of his billingfgate 
defcription, into the moft upright people in the 
world. 

We have remarked on the hafte with which Mr. 
Jay clofed his treaty, ^nd how much might have 
been won by deferring it. But the conduit of the 
negociator is eclipfed by that of the great body of 
Jthe people. It does not appear that the pofEbility 
of a rupture with France ever once came into the 
conception fif moft of our citizens. A majority in the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives of Congrefs did indeed 
forefee or fear it. One of them was aiked 'why 
they did not ftate it in their fpecches, inftead of ma- 
ny trifles, which were advanced againft the treaty. 
He replied that "they did not think it prudent. 
** The Hamiltonians would inftantly have accufed 
*^ them of encouraging the French to begin a war 
'^ with this country." 

This is the very defign of fome of that party 
thcmfelves. When a man calls hard names at his 
neighbour he is underftood as defiring to quarrel. 
Mr. Monroe, American ambaflador to France, con- 
duced himfelf with prudence and popularity^ In 
December 1796, he prefented letters of recall, and 
bade farewell to the Executive Diredlory, in the 
moft amicable terms. His addrefs was received 
with refpeft and cordiality. He congratulated the 
nation on their viftories, and their new conftitution, 
in terms not as ftrong, by twenty degrees, as thofe 
of Mr. Wafliington on receiving the Frencli flag. 
The Gazette of the United States, for the 29th of 
March, 1797) fcolds him for this aft of civility fb 
contrafted to the infolence of Mr. Pickering. 
'^ Though you could crouch^ zndkneel^ and//V^, and 
fawji^on fuch an occafion, your fellow citizens 
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" can feel nothing for you but contempt; and for 
'' the Direftory, who require of the United States 
"an a6l that would proftrate them in the duft, the 
'^ utmofl: indignation J^ There is much more in this 
ftile. The alleged aft referred to, is, that the Direc- 
tory refufed to admit an American minifter till the 
United Stztts^ had redrefftd their grievances. 

As for the contempt and indignation £0 fiercely 
ij)oke about, a different tone may foon be found ne- 
cefTary. Mantua is at length given up* Five Aus- 
trian armies have been deftroyed, and an hundred 
thoufand prifoners taken, during a fingle campaign 
in Italy. Compared to this work, the American 
revolution M^as mere fcratchin^. The Emperor 
cannot pay his troops with Englifti bank notes. He 
muft either make an immediate peace, or be de- 
throned. It does not appear that the United States 
could, in one fummer, raife five, or indeed two 
fucli armies, in defence of the frontier of Canada ; 
and it is likely enough that the French may reclaim 
that province from England, and require this coun- 
try to reftore its ancient boundaries. They would 
enter upon fuch a fcheme with every advantage,. 
They have already a numerous colony of their 
own people in Canada, who arc acquainted with it 
^as well as the New Englandcrs. They have always 
exceeded the Britifli in the art of gaining the Indi- 
ans. The war with the favages has been computed 
to coft yearly a million of dollars ; but with a French 
army to fupport them, a campaign might devour 
fifty millions. The ceffion of Canada would be 
oneof the leaft wonderful events of the prcfent war* 
A great part of the people of New England have 
been uncomonly folicitious to exafperate the repub- 
lic, and, after the treatment which they have alfo 
diligently beftowed on the fouthern dates, and their 
numerous menaces of disjunftion, the latter might . 
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' chufe to give therrrfclves but fmall concern in the 
difpute. On the fouth-eaftern froiltier, the United 
States are ftill more vulnerable. Were Vidor 
Hughes, with three or four battalions of black troops, 
to land on the coaft of Virginia, the horrors of St. 
Domingo would immediately be renewed. Geor- 
gia ftill ' continues to import negroes; a prafcice 
deferving the feyereft reprobation. 

When we confiderthe terror, which France has, 
for three years part, infpired in Europe, the con- 
queft of Canada, and the extenfion of its limits, 
will feem but as duft in the balance. The brutal 
infolencc with which the republicans are treated in 
the Columbian Centinel, can arife only from an un- 
acquaintance with* the poffible extent of danger to 
New England. Count Montgaillard is a French 
royalift. His enmity to the revolution is as fincere 
as that of any printer or preacher in the eaftern 
ftates. In 1794, ^^^ publifhed a pamphlet on The 
Necejfity of continuing the ID ar. " The generation,^' 
fays he^ '^ which is to invade and deftroy Europe 
'' has now reached the twelfth year of its age- It 
^* was born in the very midft of a revolution |^that 
*' of x\merica perhaps] ; it has feen all the epocha 
^^ of this [the French] revolution ; it has inhaled 
*' all its principles, and it has fucked in every poi- 
*' fon by which it was infefted. — ^Where is the trea- 
'^ ty of peace which can conftrain thisrifing genera- 
'' tion to renounce fo horrible a conqueft.^' He 
infiftsj like Burke, that thewarmuft be continued; 
he even affirms, that the republic mujl be fubdu- 
ed. Wheh this piece appeared, the French had 
not conquered Lombardy. They had not plun- 
dered one-half of Germany ; and the bank of 
England had not ftopt payment. Arthur Young, 
in the pamphlet already cited, fpeaks in the fame 
tone, '' Aftivity; vigour, and energy, fuch as the 
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" world has notfeen^ are exerted to fpread deftruc^ 
" tion. — The late manifeftation of the French poW- 
" cr is too tremendous to be confid^red but 'xvith 
" alarm and terror. The independence of Europe 
*' is at ftake/' He fays that the war had, at that 
time, coft France thirteen hundred thoujand mefr. 
Every nation fears her, except x\merica, or rather 
the tories, and the monicd intcreft of our country*. 
William Cobbet has fet up a gazette in this city, 
for the exprefs end of reviling France. He does 
not conceal his delign of bringing the nation into 
a Frtoch war. Sincerity is always fefpeftable, and 
he cannot, as an editor, be charged with a want of 
that virtue. If we are plunged into fuch a fitua- 
tion, his fubfcribers, and not Mr. Cobbet, muft be 
held accountable for the mifchief that he has done- 
It will be nothing wonderful, if, before three years 
elapfe, a French flggt fhall aq^jchor in the Delaware, 
and compel PhilaOTTphia to deliver to the republic 
both him and them. Myriads of precedents of 
this kind arc to be found in hiftory^ 

Dr. Ames once obferved, in Copgrefs, that 
^' this country is rifing into a giant's ftrength." He 
was right. Ten years more of peace will double the 
population of the whole range of weftcrn ftates fron\ 
Vermont to Tennaflee* Above an hundi^qj and fifty 
thoufand people are annually added to our num- 
bers, and the ratio of increafe is conftantly aug- 
menting. It will fbon amount to two hundred thou- 
fand yearly,, or perhaps it has already reached that 
proportion. This is an advantage enjoyed with: 
equal happinefs by no other nation. The addition^ 
al fwarms .wilV, for centuries to come, have n^^ 
want of room. 

« The world is all before^ thcin> where to choofc^ 
ttThcirplaccof reft." 
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. They will not, for the fkke of fubfiftcncc, be 
compelled to bury theinfeives forever in mines, 
or un wholefomc manufaftories*, or to rufh into mer- 
cenary regiments. Whatever profeffion theyfliall 
choofe, amocjerate portion of induftry can hardly fail 
to fapply a plentiful competence. But a foreign "war, 
And mod efpecially a French war, will afTuredly re- 
tard, and naay finally blaft this faireft harveft of fe- 
licity that the human race hath ever feen. Recur- 
ring to the metaphor of Dr. Ames, it would be 
madneft to exppfe the atlantean infant of America 
to the arm of a giant, whofe limbs are completely 
formed, whofe joints are firmly knit in his tremen- 
dous maturity of manhood. Let us forbear then to 
imitate, while we condemn the infolence of Genet, 
or to propagate the exploded calumnies of Fauc^et. 
Let us no longer whet the edge and embitter the 
venom of our faith by reviling a diftant nation for 
having, like moft of oui'felves, Ranted an univerfal 
right of confcience. To ipeak plainly, fomc of the 
holders of public ftock, with Alexander Hamilton 
in their Van, have excited this clamour. Wifcnefs 
tlie letters of PHOCIONt I Thefe people tremble 

• In England, cxccffivc labour kilh perhaps as many people as her 
foreign wars. See Buchan's Domedic Medicine. 

+ Alias, Dr. William Smith. The author of Jft ExamwaHott of the 
late Proceedings in C$ngrefs^ as to Mr, Hamilton's condodl, fays that 
the dodtor «^ holds between three and four hundred ihares in the 
<* bank of the United States, and has obtained difcounts ad libitum J^ 
The bank was incorporated by an adl dared the 25th of February, 
2 79 1 . A (hare contains four hundred dollars. Three hund red Iharcf 
come thus to an hundred and twenty thoufand dollars. In five ycarsi 
from the ill of January, 1792, to the ift of January, 1797, ^^* 
Smitji would draw nine thoufand fix hundred dollars per annum, at 
eight per cent. ; 10 whole, forty-eight thoufand dollars of intercft. 
-Add tnis to the principal fum, and, with the advantage of difcounts, 
. we may reckon fafely, that he has netted in whole at leaft two huHf 
drcd thouiand dollars. 

The world fays that thefe fliares in the bank were formed by an 
KcuiQttlatio» of Congrefs ccttjficatcSf which the dodor bought 



- • ' Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



tJNITED'STATES. ^^ 

for their paper, which no well informed citizen will 
ever think of molefting ; and, quite overniooting 
the mark, they wi(h to preferve it by plunging the 
continent into a Britifh alliance and a French war. 
The latter is only another namefor a fecond American 
revolution* Were Pichegru at Elkton to-morrow, 
many citizens would feel more than a {pirit of re- 
fiftance. The public can trace the contrivers of fuch 
a calamity ; and, before oppofing the houfe-breaker 
frOjm without, they would perhaps begin with puniftn 
ingthofe who had turned the key. It has already been 
proved in the Aurora, that the flambeau difpatch of 
Mr, Pickering contains elaborate mifquotation and 
direft untruth. Our fecretary takes the fhorteft 
way to provoke the rage of a conqueror alike inflex- 
ible in defeat and fuccels, intoxicated with the ho- 
mage, enriched with the fpoils of Europe, and yet 
unexhaufled by his thoufand viftories. 

In this chapter the narrative of the year 1796 
has made fmall progrefs, but fbmething perhaps 
has been gained in point of information. The 
motion of general Smith, with which it let out, 
regarding the Britifh treaty, introduced fbme re- 
flcftions on the extreme hazard of a French war, 
and on the temerity or perfidy of thofe who have 
led the United States into fo critical a fituation. 
The authority of Edmund Burke, and other intel-^ 
ligent Epgliflhi writers, was next appealed to with 
regard to the power of that republic, as a coun* 
terpoife to the fyftcmatic and voluminous fallacies 
of Camillus. This induced naturally to a compa* 
rative view of the refpeftive force of the two na- 
tions by land and fea ; and the immeafurable infc- 

from the continental armv at eighteen pence or two (hillings per 
pound. They may have originally coft him ten thoufand dollars, A« 
Hamilton was the progenitor of this mafter-pirce Qf fiaancCj tbc do$-> 
tor has been a^ve in difplaying his ||;ratitud«« 
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riority of America was the refult ot examination* 
The fhamefal attempts made tor'widcn the breach 
between the two countries was illuftrated by addi- 
tional remarks. We have clofed with pointing but 
thc?peculiar advantages that America may hope for,, 
beyond any otlier nation, from the continuance of 
peace ; and we have feen fome of the motives of 
that pai-ty, who, under pretended zeal for her con- 
ftitution, wifli to difturb her tranquility. To elu- 
cidate the numberlefs advantages of a pacific fyf- 
tem a great deal yet remains to be faid. So much 
^intruth and deception have been ftudioufly heaj^cd 
on the fubjeft, that much previous labour is requi- 
red to remove the rubbifli, before even the founda- 
tion of a narrative can be properly fketcbcd out. 
The moft painful portion of the talk is to beflow 
cenfiu-c on perfons or parties, and fometimes to 
hold up even a large majority of the nation in sl 
light not extremely reputable. Flattery to the 
prejudices and vices of the public has hitherto 
been the bane of almofl: every liiftorian. This fault 
(hall, in the prefcnt work, be avoided as much 
as poffiblc, though at the requifite expence of 
difpleafing the violent of every party. When 
we fometimes ftop to criticife the paragraph or ejQTay 
in a newfpaper, it fhould be remembered that to 
thefe publications the people of the United States 
do moft univerfally refort for political knowledge. 
By feeing deteded fome dozens of notorious fic- 
tions in that fhape, perfons at agreat.diftance from 
fourqes of accurate information may come to ac- 
quire the habit of thinking more boldly for them- 
feLves, and of demanding evidence before they be- 
lieve an aflertion. 

The enfuing chapter .will partly confift of fpeci- 
mens of federal compofition, as a key to the pro« 
jefts and talents of thatparty. The next three chap- 
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tcrs proceed to fbme remarks^ on the mode of fup- 
ppeffing the weftern infurreftion, of repelling the 
faragcs on the fouth- weftern frontier, of compil- 
ing the px^efent national debt, and of negociating; 
Jay's treaty. The city of Wafliington, and the 
treatment of the late continental army, will merit 
and receive fbme inveftigation. Thelc topics arc 
intimately connected with the bufinefs of the fcf- 
iion of 'Congrefs about to be defcribed- Without 
fome prefatory explanations of this kind, a reader 
might find himfelf in the fame ft ate ofembarraiF- 
ment, as if he were to begin a perufal of Homer, 
at the thirtcenthbook of the Iliad. 

The firftfive introdu(n:ory chapters liaving been 
employed on political fubje<_T:s, w(^ihall beprcparrd 
to go on with the journal of Congi-efs. As VHrirty is 
the foul of enjoyment, and as this work is intcndrc} 
for the entertainment of every clafs of pcorj>lc, an 
intermediate and mifccllaneous chapter will be given 
on the prefent internal ftate of America. A fwarm 
of books of travels, in this country will, among 
other articles of amufement, be brought on the ta- 
pis, and fome of their injurious or abfurd obfcrvn- 
tions with refpeft to America will be candidly ex- 
plained. To onrfclvesrefutationmay be unneccfTarv, 
butfevcral copies of the prefent work will be fcnt: 
to Europe, where it may chance to be reprinted. 
This part of the volume will there fervc as a vin- 
dication of America againft the errors of thofe, who 
cither did not perceive truth, or did not chufe to 
tell it, 

^ A work of the prefent kind has been much wan- 
ted. We complain that newfpaper details arc impcr- 
fc(ft, prejudiced, and contradiftory. Thefe charges 
aretrue, but the printer cannot avoid afibrding foun- 
dation for .them. The nari^ative of to-morrow is 
^ften at variance vrith that of to-dav ; and neither 
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"he nor his readers can^ fometimes, be certain whick 
to prefer. Like Penelope, an editor muft frequent-' 
ly unravel at night the labour of the morning.; while 
the public, amidii the (hreds and fragments of infor- 
mation, can hardly determine what to believe or 
to rejeft. 

The mere bulk of a daily new (paper makes its 
mode of information often intricate, and fometimes 
inacceffiblc. .\ folio volume of twelve ^ndred and 
forty-eight pages may damp the curiofity of the 
boldcft reader. No one newfp^iper can relate eve- 
ry thing. The proprietor generally wiflies, as far 
as he conveniently can, to decline publiftung what 
his competitors have already given to the world* 
Almoft every fiieet is, likewife, half filled with ad- 
vertiftments which are entirely ulelefs to moft rea- 
ders. Tbefe defers in newfpapers cannot, by di- 
ligence or candour, be entirely (hunned. But they 
point out the expediency of an annual compilation, 
ivhere feleftion, brevity, and arrangement can qjore 
^afily find place. Many citizens of Philadelphia take 
in fix,"daily newfpapers at anyearly expence of about 
fifty dollars. Three different prints are a common 
fupply. Not one-half or perhaps one-tenth part of 
their contents are read ; and they are fometimes 
caft into the fire without being opened. After fuch 
a waflc of money, a charge of one or two dollars 
for a yearly publication cannot beheld extravagant. 
The compiler of fuch a book ha^ the greatefl ad- 
vantage in coming at a diflance behind the events 
\vhich he is to related He can expatiateonthe igno- 
rance of flatefmen who, at eafter, did not exaftly 
forcfc^ what was to happen next chriflmas, and 
which, a twelve month after it has pafl, he feies ve- 
ry diflinftly* He is amazed at the dulnefs of news- 
Jprintcrs, who, with ten difcordant accounts of a bat-t 
ik before tlieai^ did^npt, for &mc hours, diftiiigui^ 
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Ae right one. With judgement and induftry, he 
may write anufeful performance; and, byfome ad- 
drefs, he can look extremely wife at the expence 
of bis predecefTors. 



.CHAPTER ir. 



Charader of Mr. Gallatin. — Connctlicut poetry.--^ 
^^jor Jackjon. — John JVatts. — The Bojlort 

Federal Orrery. ^Curtius. His exaggerated 

Jiatement of Britijh rejources. — Remarks on paper 
money.— -Caujes of the preference of Britain to 
France in the federal party. — Democratical con-^ 
f piracy developed by Curtius. — Defence ofjeffer-^ 
Jony Madijon^ Giles yParker^ Chrijfiey^c^- — Fables 
from Pittjburgh. — Curious prejentment by a grands 
jury in Georgia.. — Purity of Bojlon.^ 

" A ^ ^^ Gallatin, the feditibus Gallatin ! What" 

XX ^all I fay ? How fliall I defcribe that com- 
*' pound of vice and depravity, that difciplc of 
" meanaefs, corruption, debauchery, and idlencfs. 
" He is a foreigner by birth and education/' fOf 
courfe, he muft be a rafcaQ. *^ For^fome time 
*' softer his arrival in tliis country, he wandered 
" about the diftrift of Maine, like Cain^ a fugitive 
*' and vagabond, deftituteof the m^ans of honell: 
*' fubfiftence.— The writer of this felt the efFefts 
" of his own liberality for months afterwards /-^ 
*^ Unable to pay for a lodging, jor to purchale the 
" neceflaries of life, it was his{ cuftom tofleep in 
"barns, and under the foliage of hedges, and not 
*^ unufually in the arms of fome fhamcful ftrumpet. 
" The fragments of the kitchen fatisfied the cra- 
^^ vings of hunger. A^c findJjim next among th^ 
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'^ infurgcnts of the weft^^-n counitjes in Pcnnfyl- 
*' vania. The late whifky rebejlion there i^prin- 
** cipally attributed to him/' There is ten times 
more of this trumpery. ' It is copied from the Ken- 
i>ebeck Intelligencer j and was publifhed about 
the beginning of the year 1797 to defeat the re- 
cleftion of Mr. Dearborne, a member of Congrefs 
for Maflachufetts.. This is one fample of the fe- 
deral eloquence of New England. If Mr, Galla- 
tin -had wiftied for an opportunity of inflaming 
the public, he coi^d not have chofen abetter topic 
than American finance. Yet his treatife on it is 
written in the moft harmlefs ftile, and feems to 
evince an unufual degree of good nature and for- 
bearance. ^ . 

About the fame time vfith this produftion, the 
Connecticut Courant contained Cuillotina^ a feries 
of rhimes, written by one Truihbull. They were 
republiflied in a Providence newlpaper. A few 
lines will fhew in what kind of kennel this.Con- 
ned:icut mufe dabbles ; and how wretchedly a 
certain party labour under a dearth of decent ad- 
vocates. 

" Once more my fond attentions turn, 

^' Where Pennfylvania's patriots burn. 

«« See Mifflin llretching ouLthe laws* 

" To aid the anti-federal caufe." ' 

This refers to the fcandalous artifices employ- 
ed in Pennfylvania to flop the arrival of the pofl 
at this city with votes for eleftors at the late elec- 
tion of Prcfident, and to the aftivity of governor 
Mifflin in deteffing a variety of frauds made ufe of 
by the federal party. If Trumbull had felt any 
fcnfe of common honefty, or common Ihame, he 
would not have flirred the aflaes of a flory fo dilr- 
bonourgible to his friends. 
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^ See him with Barclays John, and Dallas^ 
** (Poor Pennfylvania keeps do gallows) 
** Play maDy a democratic pramc, 
'« In fleecing ftnnfyl^ania bank/' 

One may fay, with parfbn Adams, "I would ra* 
" ther be the fubjeia' of fuch verfes, than the au- 
" thor." Several months before this piece ap- 
peared, Mr, Dallas had publifhcd a certificate 
that the bank of Pennfylvania was, at the time 
referred to, in his debt. This faft could not 
be unknown to the libeller of Hartford. But old 
brafs will make a new pan^ fays the proverb. AT 
fiction, though refuted in profe, may have a joyful 
refurredion in verfe. The polite introduftion of 
the gallows (hews Kow ftrongly fome of the federal 
party thirft for blood. They have given more 
than one intimation to that purpofe. The New- 
York Gazette has an eflay by William Wilcocks, 
dated the 15th of November, 1796. '' Surely,"^ 
fays he, *' the guillotine has not done all its du- 
" ty V* He rails at the machine in France, yet re- 
commends the fetting up of another in America, for 
that is his plain inference. Some people fhould 
not, in common prudence, be fo forward to ipeak 
of banks, till they give a fatisfaftory account of 
their connexion with Alexander Hamilton, and 
his bank of the United States. " The books of 
^' transfer at the treafury, and the books at the 
'*' bank, are held fecret under the obligation of an 
*' oath, on all perfons who ufe orinipeft them, not 
*' to reveal the names* or amount of ftock hol- 
^' ders*.*' So much concealment can hardly be 

♦ See An Examination of the late Proceedings in Congrcfs, re- 
fpeding the official condud of the Secretary of the Treaf ttxy> da»» 
led 8tb of March; 1793^ p. 25. 
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^ ; for an honourable purpofe^. The righteous arc 

( bold as a lion. Trumbull proceeds thus : 

-* ' ** Whca Fauchet kept an efen fisaty 

<« They doubtlefs had a finger in't." 

This is another exploded untruth. The rhymer 

goes on at this rate through five columns of rib- 

baldry. The lines now cited are fufficient to ftievr 

the claflical difcernment of his fricjnds, and what 

fort of aid they will ftoop tb receive. Swanwick, 

- Giles, Gallatin, and a long lift of that party are 

reviled fadly. Dr. Franklin^ his grandibn, Mr. 

•Bache, and Thomas Paine meet with the fame ufage. 

General Wafliington, as ufual, is thoroughly ibaked 

in the treacle of panegyric. But when the Prefi- 

dent notified his intention. to refign, the party foon 

'began to change their tune. Wilcocks has faid 

^' that xh^fulfome adulation of the Prefident on the 

" reception of the French flag was the moft&evogzr 

*' tory part of his adminiftration* .'* 

The charge of being a fulfome fycophant does not 
entirely agree with the fuperb e/icomiums, which 
Wilcocks has fo- frequently plaiftered upon Gene- 
ral Wafliington. This veering about lets us into 
9 the real character of fome people, and how little 
they care about the General, when his reputation 
( ceafesto proniote their private ends. 

But this revolt was overbalanced by Major 
William Jackfon, furveyor of the port of Philadel- 
phia. The fpeech of the Prefident, on the 8th of 
December, 1796, was followed up, next day, by 
the Major, with a puff in one of our newfpapers. 
It begins thus. " To attempt an illuft ration of a 
" fubjcft in itfelf fo illumined as the fpeech of our 
V' moft excellent Prefident were an arrogance 
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^' which wc utterly difclaim.'^ He goes on whitc- 
xvafliing for a confiderable length. ^'' The diftant 
" fettler on the Miffiflippi behoMS with exultation 
" that his happinefs forms a conlideration in the 
'* mind of the government, co-equal with that of 
'^ his fellow citizen on the Atlantic." He is equally 
entitled to proteftion ; for his welfare is efTential 
to the union. Hence exultation would bemifplac- 
ed. A Prcfident and other officers of government 
are paid for doing their duty; and, if they fail of 
performing it to public fatisfaftion, there are, if we 
could only believe fo, abundance of men as good 
as the \>eft of them. Major Jackfon here points at 
the Spanifti treaty ; but he might have rcflefted 
that the fame admin iflrat ion, by the weakeft and 
meanefl fpecies of trimming, has induced the dan- 
ger of a French war, and if that happens, theweC- 
tern waters will be more completely blocked up 
than ever. 

*' Is there a feaman belonging to the United 
" States, or a connexion of that valuable clais of 
*^ citizens, whofe vows are not offered for the 
^' good of him, whofe head and heart have been fb 
'^ much occupied with their concerns V^ This was 
an unfortunate topic. But the Major, as a militaiy 
man, knows that the weakeft part of a fortifica- 
tion has moft need. of defence. '' Where Is the 
" veteran whofe bofomdoes not beat in refponfive 
*' applaufe to the eulogium of Wafhington oa 
*^ military fkill ?'' If, at the creation of the public 
debt, he had taken a fingle ftep to fave them from 
indigence, if he had refufed to fign the ftatute of 
limitations, and fome other laws not much better*^, 
their bofoms would have been more likely to beat. 
No peculiar fhare of bjame in this bufinefs lies on 

« 
* Americaui Annaal Regifter^ chap. r. and xi« 
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the Prefident. The great body of the people have 
betrayed entirttodifFerence ^about the old ibldicrs, 
otherwife fuch ^8s never could have part. At the 
fame time money is unaccountably wafted on fa- 
vages. John Watts, a Creek warrior, boafts of 
having taken thirty-three fcalps. In the latter 
part of 1796, this fellow, and a number of others, 
came to Philadelphia^ where they feafted^t an ex- 
pence of four thoufand dollars*. Thus mu<:h for 
Major Jackfbn. 

Nothing is, in itfelf, more comtemptible, and 
nothing tends more certainly to defeat its own 
purpofe, than extravagant praife. Encomium ne- 
ver appeared in a more farcical fhape, than it has 
often aflumed in poetry. Of this fort of writing the 
Bofton Federal Orrery aiForded a miferable Ipeci- 
men, in the Cratulatory Addrefs on the birth-day of 
the Prefident, in February, 1796. 

If a ftr anger knew nothing elfeof the hiftory of 
the American war, than what he could glean from 
this-^ eopy of vcrfes, he would infer, that General 
Wafhington had fingly, and exclufively, extermi- 
nated the Britifh armies in a perfonal combat. In 
the laft line of the firft ftanza, this rhymer of MaP 
fachufetts calls him the " Godlike fi^ajhington.^ 
This is fomething worfe than mere nonfenlc. It 
approaches to indecency and profanation. 

In the third ftanza we meet with a parallel be- 
tween General Waftiington and — — : let the rea- 
der, if he can, conjedlure the counter part of this 
comparifbnl Mofes, the Jew, is introduced as not 
fuperior in legiflative or military merits, to the 
leader in our revolution., As if that were not 

* This is dated on the acithority of Mr. Chrifiopher Greenup^ a 
teprefentativc from Kcntacky, The writer ha« iiotyet fecn the ac- 

<OiX)pt« 
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cnbugh, there follows a parallel between the Pre* 
fident and the Creator of the Univerfe ; and though 
this ftyle may feem ridiculous, incredible, and mad, 
it has abfolutely been adopted by the bard of the 
Bojion Federal Onrery. After alluding to the mi-» 
raculous paflage of the Red fea, he adds, that 

" By nighi your pilla^, and your cloud by day," 
« He (the Prefident) fought your battles." 

Here is an attempt to blend the fervices and exer- 
tions of the American colonies with the omnifcient 
fuperintendancy of the Supreme Being. EfFrootery 
or impiety cannot proceed much farther. Of fuch 
panegyrifts, Dr. Edward Young has obferved, that 

«' Their praife degrades, as if a fool (hould mean, 
** ^Y fpitting in your face, to make it clean I" 

For the fake of completenefs, our author fhould 
have run a comparifon of Mount Vernon with 
IWount Sinai^ the Delaware at Trenton and the 
Arabian Gulph. Between fuch impious jargon and 
legitimate poetry, there is the fame diftinftioa 
as between the trowel of a bricklayer, and the pen- 
cil of Titian. 

About the fame time, another piece of excel- 
lence, too fmgular to be forgotten, appeared in m 
Philadelphia newfpaper. Here it is ; 

" ADVICE TO COUNTRY POLITICIANS. 

*« Go weed your corn, and plow your land, 
*« And by Columbia's intereft ftan^t 

*' Caft prejudice away ; 
«* To able heads leave ftate affairs, 
<^ Gire railing o'er and fay your prayers* 

•* For (lores of corn and bay.** 

* This is the firft ftanza of that brilliant produftipn. 
American farmers are very obligingly advife<> 
to give over railing. The writer muft by this word 
mean remonftrating againfl the treaty of Mr. Jay. 
As to able heads, five-fixths of the member s-xrf Con- 
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grefs are farmers, and bence this admonition ap- 
plies to them. They had better, as it feems, go 
home and mind their ploughs. The next and con- 
cluding flanza runs, or hobbtes, in the following 
words. 

•< With politics ne'er break your fleepy 
•« But Hngywr hogt, and (hear your fliccp, 

** And rear your Iambs and calves ; 
<< And Wafhington will take doe care* 
** That Britons never more (hall dare 

•* Attempt to make you flaves." 

TJie felicity of the rhime in calves and Jlavei^ 
proves that the auripular accuracy of this laureate 
keeps pace with his other qualifications. It is a very 
handfome compliment to the farmers of the United 
States to tell them that their underftandings are juft 
equal to putting a ring into the fhout of a hog. The 
odes of Horace, and Martial's epigrams,were written 
in the fink of Roman tyranny ; yet, they contain no- 
thing correfpondent with the abjeft vulgarity of this 
advice. The piece is, from firft to laft, a ftupid in- 
fult on the feelings of a free country. This Phila- 
dclphian bard feems a formidable rival to the vi- 
Icft fycophant that ever licked up the fpittle of deP 
potifm. 

The people of x\merica boafl: loudly of their frtc- ^ 
dom,and of their fuperiority , in this refpeft, to every 
other nation ; yet the Ipirit of fervility in writing 
birth-day verfes, exceeds all bounds. 

One of the gazettes of this city, after the birth- 
day in February, 1795? had another piece of the 
famefhabby ftrain. It filled two entire columns j 
and, which ihews the wretchednefs, or rather non- 
entity of literary tafte, it was printed, in at leaft one 
other new/paper. 

Alluding to the finends of democratic focieties, 
tjiis poet calls th^xsi/brcerers in their cells. After 
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raving through this comparifon for a few impudent 
lines, worthy of Webfter and his Minerva, wt ^p 
told that 

«* Already Wafhington, like Atlas ftandi, 
** Jiom Cupporting empire with his hands ; 
« Jlonef the prop of all thi^ vafl machine, 
<' The mortal hereof the immortal fcene/' 

The genius of Columbia (this is the new-fengled 
rhyming name for America), then bounces into the 
following exclamation : 

<* Chaos will come, when Wafhington expires, 

" Hide Freedom's fun, and quench her ftarry fires, 

« A gift {o fatal, why (hould I retain ? 

** Realms (o accurft, why ihould my power fuftain ? 

« No, let thefe regions to the deep be hurl'd. 

•• Take back* unfathom'd ocean, take your world." 

A charming propofal undoubtedly 1 that nature 
ihall diflblve on the death of an American prefi- 
dent. There is re|fon to think that neither George 
the third, nor any of his predeceffbrs, was ever fa- 
luted with fuch execrable buffoonery. If the de* 
calogue had faid, Thou /halt not write nonjenje^ this 
author muft have been a difinal finner. It is the 
happy privilege of an American, that he may prat- 
tle and print, in what way he pleafes, and without 
Mty one to make him afraid. 

Auguftus Casfar found it for his intereft to be 
"bountiful and grateful to Virgil and Horace. Their 
verfes, like ftepping ftones acrols the mire, part* 
ly faved his name from that reproach, through 
^which it has waded down to pofterity. The 
reputation of our Prefident requires not the help 
of poetical crutches. To him we may apply what 
the king of Pruilia, in his memoirs, hath faid of 
his brother Henry : The higheft encomium which we 
tan beftow^ is an impartial narrative of his aClions^ 

As a Ikctch of the current ftile, we fhall notice 
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one other writer of the day. Curtius publifhed 
twelve letters in defence of Jay's treaty. The 
f points now to be inveftigated, refer to what he fays 
about the relative force of France and Britain, and 
.the violent manner in which he Ipeaks of thofc 
who differ from his political opinions. 

As an evidence of the greatnefs of Britain, Cur- 
tius^, No. vii. fays, that her Eaft-InHia territories 
^^ yield an annual revenue of more than eight mil- 
*' lions ftei'ling.*' Camillus, alfo, No, vii. lays 
muck weight upon the fhips from India to England 
' # in 1795', having cargoes" computed to be worth 
*^ between four and five millionsfterling.'^ While 
an alliance with that country is recommended, and 
fuch accounts given of its wealth and power, only 
a few words are needful to fet the matter right. 
Three-fourths of this revenue go to the expencc 
of fupporting the government of the country ; part 
is abforbed by inveftments and commercial charges, 
and the I'cmainder is confumed i& paying the inte- 
rcfl: of the Indian debts of the cohipany. By the 
lateft advices received, on the i6th of June, 1795, 
from India, they were owing, in that part of the 
U^ world, feven millions three hundred thoufand 

^ pounds fterling. This was ftated in the Houfe of 

Commons, on the above date, by Mr. Dundas. The 
company owe likewife another enormous debt in 
England, a part of which, under the name oibon^ 
ded^ amounted then to two millions fterling. Thus, 
tvhen the company have paid the charges of govern- 
ment, the intereft of their debts, and mercantile 
cxpences, they ape, by feveral millions fterling, 
? * iDorfe than nothing • They have been often on the 

\ brink of bankruptcy, and woujd have ftopt pay- 

\ ment many yea^rs ago, if Parliament had not lent 

**• them^ in advance, large fums of money** It is 

, • Sec Smith's Wealth of Natimu,. 
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hard to think that fuchan eftablifhment c^n add to 
the real ftrength of a nation. Camillus and Curti- 
us need not build much on that fource of oppofi*- 
tion to France*. 

* As the world in general appear to be miftdken on this head, 
the fellowing ftatements, laid before Parliament by Dundas, are in- 
fertcd. They arc for two different years ; and (hew how little 
England has, in reality, gained by her catalogue of Oriental crimes. 

General Jiate of revenues and charges in India* ^ 

Total of the revenues of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, 

'793-4>a'abovc ftated, ... ^.8,294,399 

Charges of ditto, (including 66,358!., f applies to Beii- 

coolcn, &c.) - . '. - - 6,181,504. 

Revenues more than charges, - - 2,112,895 

Interell on debts paid from this fum, - - 458,045 

Surplus revenues, - ^ . - 1,654,852 

<Add — import, falea, and certificates, - - 475>99+ 

Sums applicable to inveftments, payment of commercial . 
charges, &c, (exclufivc of 2o>oooL gained by iffuing 
notes, . • . . -2,130,84$ 

Ejiimaiesfor I'jq^-^, 
Total revenues of Bengal, Madras, and Bombay, cfti- 

mated 1794-5, - • - -. jf. 7,790,807 

Total charges, ditto, (includin|[ 104,632!. fupplics to 

Bcncoolen, &c.) . - - - 5,923,065 

1,867,744 
Dcduft intereft on debts, per No, XVI. - - 437^^47 

Eftimatcd furplus revenue, - - / iH3o>^92 

Add No. XV. Eftimatcd falcs of imports, and a- 
mount of certificates, - - • 380,669 

Amount eftimatcd to be applicable to inveftments, pay- 
ment of commercial charges, &c. &c. • - 1^81 1,366 

On the a4th of May, 1791* Charles Fox faid, in the Houfe of 
Commons, that the company's debts amounted to iixteen millions 
eight hundred thoufand pounds fterling. Thcfe details agree in 
fubftance with the fummary in the text. Much aoife was njadeboth 
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When Curtius fpeaks of Europe, he ftumbles in 
'the fame way as^Camillus. '^ Great Britain, though 
*' her army was deftroyed in the Netherlands, re- 
'^ tains fl// her aftivity and refources*. Govern- 
'^ ment has not been compelled to diftrefs her trade 
'^ to man her navy." She never manned twenty 
fail of the line, at one time, without diftreffing 
trade. A general prefs is the fure confequence of 
fuch an equipment. Tiie fcarcity of feamen has 
been very great. ' Again. *' Her debt, has indeed 

^ ^' been augmented ; but ftill immenfe fums of mo- 

" ney (of paper he fliould have faid) are offered, 
'^ and the only queftion with government is, whofc 
^' money (hall be received on loan." That is on 
account of the extravagant premiums. As for 
money, all the gold and filver coin in England 
would not pay above one-nineteenth part of the 

J debts that flie has contracted. If the ifland could be 

divided into three equal (hares, it would require one 

, of them to fatisfy the public creditors. *' Britain, 

f "at this moment, maintains as commanding an at- 

*' titude among the powers of the earth, as at any 
^^ former period.*^ Only two pages before, Curtius 

'^ had faid, '' that her land forces were defeated and 

cut to pieces, the laft campaign (1794), ^^ unde- 
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for and againft Jay's conduft on account of the ftipniations refpec- 
ting the Eaft India trade. When it is obfcrvcd how little cv^n^the 
Eaft India.company can make, who are mailers of India itfelf, a fuf- 
picion may be excited, that this branch of commerce was not worth 
much contention. American (hips can fail to China, without leave 
of England ; and that is the moft important branch of the Oriental , 
market. 

* To fill up thefe armies, the country was, in fome places, half 
depopulated. On the 24th of March, 1795, Mr, Sheridan inform- 
ed the Houfe of Commons, that one magiftrate had attefted twcn- 
ty-one thoufand recruits. About the fame time it was ftated in 
the houfe, that Manchcfter, lincc the war begaoi bad loft twelve 
thoufand people. 
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*^ niable ; and there is no queftion that any com- 
*' bat by land would be decided in favour of 
" France/' When JLngland won thp battles of 
Blenheim, Qiiebec, and Minden, fhe was equally 
Tuperior at Jea, Curtius has no ground to compare 
the prefent attitude to that of any former period* 
With the fame judgment this writer rejeAs all 
clanger of a Britifh revolution. If England cannot 
be happy enough to make a peace, fhe will be ex- 
cluded from every port in Europe, as fhe is at pre- 
fent from two-thirds of them ; and then her com- 
merce and her power muft decline together. It is 
Tvorth while to confider the effefts of this .turn ii> 
licr affairs on the fituation of America. One of the 
confequences mufl be the exploflon of her paper 
money. The quantity in .circulation may be in 
England about three times, and in Scotland fixty 
times greater than that of gold and filver. This 
is a rough guefs. Every year of war augments 
the quantity of paper. The firft effefts of a na- 
tional bankruptcy would be an utter deflruftion of 
credit. Currency would again be reftrifted to 
the precious metals; and they would increafe to 
three, four, or five times the value that they now 
bear. The filver fix-pence, which, in London^ 
would not, laft winter, buy a pound of beef, will 
then purchafe three, four, or five pounds, as was 
the cafe fifty or an hundred years ago. Hence it 
follows, that the manufaftures of Britain will fall 
furprifingly in their prices, becaufe the fame quan--- 
tity of labour that formerly was worth half a gui^ 
nea, will then probably be offered for three or foux: 
fhillings, or lefs. Another caufe mufl cheapen Bri- 
tifh exports. The country being rid of public 
debt, will, of courfe, cafl: off a great proportion of 
her taxes ; fdr, at this time, including the expencc 
©f the collcftion of i:evcBue to pay its intercfti'thc 
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debt requires about fixteen millions fterling per an- 
num. , Even novir the ma^ufafturcs.of the United 
States cannot, in many cafes, bear a competition in 
point of cheapnefs with thofe of Britain. But a 
fudden falltSf one-half of the former rate, or pe):'haps 
a ftill greater reduftion mufl put an end to ^hem, 
nnlefs their coft can alfo be leflened. The price of 
fo many commodities having funk fo faft, they w^lll, 
of courfe, drag all other kinds of property after 
them, till matters fliall be reftored to their com- 
mon level, becaufe the fituation would be too forced 
and unnatural for any length of endurance. The 
price of flour, for example, could not long conti- 
nue at eicrht or ten dollars, in America, while En- 
gland raifed it for two or three. The value of 
lands, houfes, and perlbnal labour finking with {licli 
rapidity would produce numerous failures, and the 
quantity of money afloat being more than was wan- 
ted, the precious metals, as on fimilar occafions, 
would drive paper out of the market. This muft, 
in fbijie degree, give a check to banking. Another 
clafi of people would fufFer dlFentially, and that is 
the holders of public flock. From its nature the 
fall would be more feverely felt in this than moft 
other property. Land, when equally ploughed, will 
yield as large a crop as now, whatever might be 
the want of money. The fcarcity of houfes in 
the fea port towns, would prevent them from (lan- 
ding empty. Good tradefmeh are always need- 
ful and muft be paid a fubfiftence. But ftock be- 
ing entirely unproduftive of itfclf, unlels as to the 
intereft paid by the public, its decline in price 
•would operate as a real Jofs, fince it is only worth 
what it can bring in the market. 

Thus the ruin of the Britifh fyftem of funds, 
and paper money, would run the hazard of fha- 
kiiiig the fanie fyftems in the United States. This 
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appears to be the reafon why perfons connefted 
with them have fuch a violent prepoflTeffion for 
Britifli fuccefs, and fo ftrong an averfion to the 
afcendancy of France. The deftruftion of public 
credit in that country, foon after the revolution 
began, and the mixture of defpotifm and anarchy 
which have fince prevailed, infpired every holder 
of flocks with horror. A confiderable number 
of thefe public creditors were from the caftera 
ftates, and but few from the (buthern. The whole 
influence of the fifcal corps, was direfted againft 
the French revolution. As a requilite bounter- 
poife, the party wifhed to caft America into the 
arms of Britain. The bankers and ftock-holders 
were joirted by two other clafl^s. The one of tiiefc 
confifted of Britifh tories, who had been permitted 
to continue here in the war, or who had returned 
fince the end of it. Another order of men^ in whom 
the motives of the former were often blended, 
had frequent occafion for the difcounting of bills, 
to fupport their credit. Within a few years, fince 
banks became numerous, there has arifen an ex- 
treme fpirit of mercantile fpeculation, which could 
only expand its flight on the wings of paper-money. 
All thefe forts of people, with a few exceptions, 
and all on whom they had influence, joined in re- 
probating the French revolution. Alexander Ha- 
milton has always been cbnfidered as the leader of 
this party. His official powers gave him a very 
confiderable fway in the management of the public 
funds, and the bank of the United States. Under 
him, the party havp afted, or arc thought to have 
atfted with fyftem and fpirit. But while they 
were thus loudly declaiming, and often with juftice, 
againft: the ftiocking barbarities perpetrated in 
France, many of them have forfeited their preten- 
fions to purity, by promoting, to the utmoft of their 
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flcill, a civil war among the United States themfclvcs, 
and likcwife a quarrel with the republic. Their 
defigns have been gradually developed by the courfc 
of events ; and it has at length been fairly confef- 
fed, both by their words and anions, that they are 
willing to go to war with France. They dread 
her example as contagious for the deftruftion of 
their financial fabric,whichthey conftantly mention 
not by its proper name, but as the conjiitiition. 

Having premifed thefe particulars, we fliall now 
quote fome of the exprefllons that Curt^us adopts 
in his twelfth letters " There is a confederation 
'' of charaders, from New-Hampfhirc to Gcor- 
*' gia,' arrayed in oppofition, either to the confti- 
'' tution of the United States, to its adminiftration, 
" or to particular men in office. The oppofition 
'' of the principal men in this confederacy can be 
'' traced to fome known caufes, originally of a 
'' perfonal nature. Difappointment in application 
*^ for fome office, or th^ failure of fome favourite 
*' fcbeme in their political fyftem, has converted 
*' many of the friends of the late revolution into 
" determined oppofers of the general fyftem of the 
" prpfent adminiftration/' 

This charge is daily repeated in an infinity of dif^ 
ferent fhapes. No fafts are fpecified by Curtius, 
except an indiftinft reference to Genet. " The con- 
^' duft of this ambaflador is entirely unexampled 
" in thehiftory of civilized nations*.'' He was re- 
ceived with tumultuous hofpitality, andchildifli ex- 
ultation. But when it was difcovered that he wanted 
to plunge the nation into a war with Britain, this 
envoy inftantly funk into negleft. Curtius fays, 
'' that his views were counterafted by the Prefident, 
*' feconded by the northern JIates.*' One would 

* C^rcy'j edition of Guthrie's Geography, vol, ii. p. 294. 
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imagine that the militia of New-England had been 
ordered to march, that the legiflatures had taken 
{■ome important ftep, or at leaft that their members 
in Congrefs had introduced fome motion to the 
houfe, which led the way for recalling the French 
minifter. Not one of thefe circumftances ever 
happened. The impertinence and indifcretion of 
Genet were, in a few months, vifible to all men of 
fenfe. His importance flirunk immediately to no-» 
thing. K.Z to Jecondingy it was manifeftedin no way 
by New-England, unlefs fcurrilous newfpaper para- 
graphs deferve that name. Even thiS' commodity was 
as plentifully bellowed at New-York and Philadel- 
phia, as at Bofton. The reign of Genet was very 
Ihort • He arrived in this city on the 1 7th of May, 
1793, ^"^ ^^^ recall was. folicited by the American 
Secretary of State in a letter dated the i6th of Au- 
guft following. This letter, though different in- 
deed from the ftile of Timothy Pickering^s epiftlc 
to Pinckney,was as (harp as decorum would permit. 
The one haggles like a rufty knife. The other 
cuts like a razor. The next news from France 
was, that, if Genet had returned home, Robelpierre 
would have made him look out at the little national 
ivindozu* Even the letter defiring his recall was 
not fo much as wrote by a native of New-England, 
though Henry Knox, as Secretary at War, was then 
a member of the American cabinet. Neither did 
Alexander Hamilton, though alfo in office, Write 
any part of it ; for the dilpatch has none of his 
entangled periods. It was drawn by Thomas Jef- 
ferfon of Virginia. The ftory of the Prefident 
heing/econded by the northern Jiates is, therefore, 
an entire falfehood. 

The hiftory of Genet has been thus examined, 
becaufe it is the only faft to which Curtius refers. 
We now go back to his quotation, and ihall begin 
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with what he calls a confederation of characters ar-^ 
rayedagainflthe conjiitution^^c. , 

The raoft eminent perfonage of the party accu- 
fed is Thomas JefFerfon, thefinglemanwhcf affiflcd 
the Prefident in driving Genet out of oflice. But 
if the democrats, as, for the fake of diftindtion, we 
muft call them, were fo violently attached to Ge- 
net, they murt have held his antagonift JefFerfon in 
the utmoft abhorence. Yet this is fo far from be- 
ing the cafe, that, at the diftance of four years, their 
relpeft and friendfhip are unabated. Thus, as to 
Genet, the charge againft the great body of the 
democrats involves a grofs contradiftion. Whe- 
. ther a few individuals do ftill admire what he 
did, cannot be worth enquiring. If he was often 
in the wrong, he was fometimcs in the right. 
The wretched attack made upon him by John Jay 
and Rnfus King was only fit for two old women in a 
chimney corner.^ It difgraced the national charac- 
ter of America, by fhewing what weak men had 
been elefted as a chief juftice and afenator, 

Curtius (peaks of the principal men in this confede- 
racy^ and their difappointment in application for fomc 
office. Neither can this apply to JefFerfon. He 
had been ambaffador to France. He was then Se- 
cretary of State. Little moreVas to be had. Some- 
time after he refigned his office. The refignation 
was voluntary. This appears from the choice of a 
fucceflbr to him. Randolph was of the fame party 
3ind principles ; which proves that the Prefident 
only chofe him becaufe JefFerfon would no longer 
keep the office. 

* As to the failure o? fome favourite fcheme in their 
political Jy/teTHy of this alfo Mr. Jefierfon flands 
clear. His retirement was heard of with general 
regret. Nay, fo much does he poflTefs the confi- 
■^encc of every ftate in the union, that Mr* Adams 
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was perhaps the only man on the ccmtincnt who 
could have had a tolerable chance againft him for 
theprefidency. .It is fingular that the principal per- 
fbn of a confederacy againft government fhould 
poflcfs the efteem even of its friends. 

We muft enquire among the reprefentatives in 
Congrefi for the fecond leader of the confederation 
of characters. This is James Madifon, efq. of Vir- 
ginia. Mr. Vans IVIurray faid, fome years ago, in 
Congrefs, that^ he might be called the father of the 
prefent conftitution. It would be ftrange if he was al- 
ready impatient to ftrangle his own offspring. Of the 
private charafter of the man it is needlefs to fpeak, 
for the ftock-holding newfpapers confine them- 
felves to an incomprehenfiblejargon about conlpi- 
racies. He certainly had no hand in promoting the 
popularity of citizen Genet. Ha was in Virginia 
during the period of the citizen's importance. It 
is doubtful if they wci-e ever in the fame room toge- 
ther. The claffical elegance, and logical acutci- 
nefs of Madifon bear the fame refemblance to the 
fcampering fuftian of Genet which Madeira has to 
ditch-water. It is impoflible that two perfons fb 
contrafted in every thing intelleftual could have 
agreed, for a fmgle day, in any confederation. Be- 
fides, Mr. Madifon is in clofe friendfhip with Mr. 
JefFerfbn, who put an end to the citizen. Difap^ 
pointment in application for Jhme office cannot 
be imputed to this gentleman, unlefs the office can 
be named which he was difappointed of obtain- 
ing. Very few places in the gift of the Prefidcnt 
would have been a temptation. Mr. JefFcrfon did 
not, as Secretary of State, fave money. By abfencc 
from his eftate, he very likely loft as much as he 
received for refiding in Philadelphia. If Mr; Madi- 
fon had undertaken an- office in this city worth two 
thoufand dollars a year, it would, have beeo o£m 
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pecuniary advantage to hira, while his plantatiom 
was lying half wafted for want of his prefence. 
But none of the federal hacks has ever pretended 
. that Mr. Madifon met with a repulfe in folicita- 
tion. They fay that he has been in the pay of France* 
Yet he juft now dclpitefuljy gives up his feat in Con- 
grefi, thus robbing the accufation of the laft rag 
which covered its nakedneis. He never had a cent 
from the government of this country, excepting 
his fix dollars per day. As to favourite Jchemes^ 
Mr. Madifon, at leaft for the laft four yCars, has 
ieen as often in a majority as out of it. 

Thus we have got over the firft and fecond heads 
of the confederation. The third in order is Wil- 
liam B* Giles, another Virginian* Almoft all 
which has been faid of Mr. Madifon fuits him. 
He never applied for any office. Perhaps the execu- 
tive has not one to beftow. that, in a pecuniary 
light, would defcrvc his acceptance. He has an 
independent fortune. He is a lawyer of eminence. 
Hexould make a handfome income by his pro- 
feffion, if he chofe to ftay at home, and mind that 
only. He could live on his owh farm in Virginia for 
a tenth part of the money which he muftfpend in 
attending Congrefs. To fuch a man fix dollars 
a day, or any place that the executive could give 
him, is not an objeft ; and nothing but fliecr igno- 
rance can excufe a party writer for holding fuch 
language about him. 

If \vc look over the other members who have 
often voted in oppofition to executive oracles, 
the fame obfcrvations as to perfonal indepen- 
dence apply to perhaps every one of them. For 
inftance, Gabriel Chriltic is a merchant in Havre 
de Grace, a village at the mouth of the Sufque^an- 
Bah. If he wants to recommaice planter, he has 
a large farm of his own a few mile^ np the river^ 
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in one of the mod healthy and defirable fpots in 
Maiyland. Such a man could gain nothing by 
confufion, nor could the executive offer, him 
alraoft any port pofleffing a lucrative tempta- 
tion. An office in Philadelphia, or any where out 
of his own country, with a falary of fifteen hun- 
dred dollars a year would be as a feather. The 
cafe is fimilar with Meffrs. Baldwin, Blount, 
Heath, Page, Parker, N ^w, Nicholas, Macon, 
M'Dowell, Carnes, VenaMe, Prefton, and others. 
They have either independent property, or lucra- 
tive profeffions, or both. They could gain nothing 
by difturbing government. They never made the 
fmalleft att0mpt of the kind; nor has any of the 
fcribblers, who abufed them in wholefale, ever 
pretended to fpecify a fingle fad:, and much lefs 
to bring evidence of a fingle faft, that looked like 
a confederacy againft government. Such malici- 
ous nonfenfe may do very well for a Conne«5licut 
tavern, aJCennebeck Journal, or a town meeting of 
Stockbridge, when our patriotic citizens are toaf^ 
ting yokn yay and the papers i It may fiiit Sampel 
Dexter in a circle at the dancing fchool, or Daniel 
Buck in an addrefs to fbme mob, who are ring- 
ing the town bells for joy at his return to Vermont. 
After the words feconded by the northern Jlates^ 
Curtius proceeds thus. *' But the party which (?r/- 
" ginalfy rallied under that man, (Genet) ftill ex- 
" ifts, and forms a league co-cxtenfive with the. 
" United States, connefted in all its parts, and aft- 
" ing by^ fingle impulfe.'' Dr. Swift, fpeaking of. 
Gulliver's Travels, fays, that they contained a 
lie at every fecond 'word. If a fingle word could 
convey an untruth, Curtius would bean unrival- 
led mafter in that fort of brevity. The party, fuph 
as it is, exifted in all its vigour, for fever al years 
before Genet landed pn this cgntinent, a faft known 
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to every perfon who has crofled even the thrcfhbld 
of American hiftory. As^or ^^ Jingle impnlfe, if 
iS\^confederat€svftv^ always to behave to each other 
with common civility, there might be fomepofli- 
bility of the charge being true.^ But they are con- 
ftantly differing among themfelves on ferious topics - 
For example, Colonel Parker, on the loth of Fe- 
bruary, 17975 made an able and earneft fpeecb in 
defence of the three fi^i gates. He was fupporteid, 
manibus pedi^ufque^ by John Swanwitk,who, if cart- 
loads of flander can beftow diftinftion, fhines like 
a ftar 6f the firft magnitude in the democratical zo- 
diac. They were oppbfed by three of their con- 
federates, Meflrs. Chriftie, Nicholas, and Giles* 
The poor frigates were kicked about, as if they 
had beenfo many wafhing tubs. Nicholas wiflied 
them to rot on the flocks, as an inftruftive monu- 
nlent of national folly. Chriftie did not care if 
they were reduced to afhes^ Giles declared that 
he always had oppofed, and always Ihould oppofc 
them, in every ftage, and every fliape.' This is 
only oneinftance out of fifty or an hundred, that 
occur in every leflion, where the gentlemen ftigma- 
tized as adling by a fingle impulfe, do (hew very 
plainly that they value not one farthing the opinions 
of each other ; but fpeak immediately from their own 
caprice or conviftion. We g9 back to Curtius. 

" Thus, in the infancy of our empire, the bane of 
^' all republics, is already diffufed over our coun- 
*^ try, 2Xidi poifons thewhole body politic P* Qlt is natu- 
ral that weak or ignorant people ftiould flhd their 
heads half cracked, while they hear of fiich terri- 
ble phantoms.] *' Faftionis a diljbafe, which haspro- 
*' ved fatal to all pop vilar governments ; butinAmc- 
** rica it has aflumed an afpeft more formidable than 
*' in any other country.** [He aflignsfbme fooliflirea- 
fons, and then adds;] " But in America, faftioa 
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" has afTumed confiftency and fyftem. It is a conr- 
^^ /piracy perpetuatfy cxifling^ an oppofition organU 
*' zed and difciplincd, ror the purpofcs of defeat-^ 
" ing the regular cxercife of the conftitution^l pow- 
" ers of our government, whenever a meafure docs 
,*' not pleafe thQpcret leaders of the confederacy." 

Curtius ought to name thofe fecret leaders, and 
to give fome traits of the progrcfs of this confpiracy. 
In his labyrinthiail ftile, it is impoflible ever to 
take a fafl: hold. He is one of the moft decent wri- 
ters of. the federal party ; and this is the univerial 
way in which they make an affault on private cha- 
rafters. In thelaft four years of chiming, they have 
hardly advanced four intelligible affertions. Their 
charges glide from the graip of ftraight inquiry^ 
like the /hadeof Anchifcs from the embrace of his 
fon. The Tom Thumb tale about Fauchct bri- 
bing Randolph, has been fafely conduiSled to its 
grave in the American Annual Regifter. As for 
the weftern infurreftion, Findley, in his hiftory of 
it, has fhewed that Gallatin was fo far from being 
an infurgent, that he had a principal fharc in pre- 
venting mifchief. It is deplorable that a party fb 
pregnant with charges fhould be So unfortunate 
in their few attempts at fpecification* " Already," 
fays Curtius, " are the heads of our govern- 
*' ment denounced as traitors ; already is our coun- 
*^ try threatened with civil war. — If the oppofers 
*' of the treaty can poflibly embroil our country in 
" civil war, it will be effefted.'' 

There is a confiderable famenefs in the dialeft 
of the Hamiltonians. Their conftant cry is the dan- 
ger of a civil war ; and the ufual menace a disjunc- 
tion of the eaftern from the fbuthern ftates. This 
railing comes exclufively from the eaftern and fome 
parts of the middle ftates. To the fouth of Penn- 
fylvania no ncwfpapcr embattles itfclf againft the 
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Yankees. Of the three daily prints in Baltimore, 
not one is attached clofely to either party. A ma- 
jority of the inhabitants voted for Jay^ bantling. 
In tha^vrhole country, down to Georgia, you meet 
with no gazette lying and raving in the ftile of Cur-, 
tius and the Columbian Centinel. The Virginians 
encourage no newfprinter to balance accounts in 
black ball with Webfter j or to proclaim the peo- 
ple of New-England bankrupts, fwindlers, confpi- 
rators, and traitors. They are not, with the mono- 
tony of a magpie^ eternally croaking about the 
danger of rebellion. Their fouls do not fit fo 
much upon thorns as thofe of their eaftern fellow 
citizens. There appears to be lefs Vinegar in their 
compofition. At leaft, by Judging from the ftate 
of the prefs, in thefe oppofite quarters of the unioii, 
a byflander would make that inference. Envy 
may have £bme fliare in this barking. The popu- 
lation of Maflachufetts and Connefticut is ftation ary, 
and their territory is but fmall. From New- York, 
inclufive, all the ftates to the fbuthward, excepting 
three*, have an immenfe extent of new land, which 
holds out the certain profpeftof augmented wealth, 
population, and importance. 

The relative proportion of exports from the mid- 
dle and fouthern ftates has augmented greatly, and 
muft continue to do fb.^Bofton, formerly as popu- 
lous as Philadelphia, Tiath ftill but about twenty 
thoufand inhabitants, while thofe of its late rival 
have augmented to fixty thoufand. New-York^ 
which formerly was much its inferior, hath fifty 
thoufand. But Baltimore is the moft provoking in- 
ftance of recent afcendency. This town arolc, but 
aft yefterday, from a marfli ; and rivals or eelipfes 
the'wealth and popuktion of the metropolis of Ncw- 

♦ New- Jerfcy, Delaware^ and Maryland,' 
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Knglahd. Virginia is twelve times larger thaa 
Mafchufetts ; and Kas already double her popular 
tion. So great a difference of numbers did not e» 
ift in the cenfus, of 1775, and it is hourly augmen- 
ting. 

•* like aacient ladies when Tcfua'd a kife,'* 

Thefe two New-England ftates are not perhaps 
pleafed to forefee the decline of their confequence. 
Whatever may be the caufe, the rancour of many 
of their citizens againfl: the fouthern ftates appears 
to be of the bittereft kind, judging from the Co- 
lunibian Centinel, a foreigner might be led to believe 
that the latter have fubfcribcd a folemn league of 
i-ev©lution ; that troops have be^n raifed, and ma- 
gazines formed * that half our citizens are prepa- 
ring to butcher the reft ; that Madifon is a fecond 
Cataline, and Giles a Casfar Borgia. A confidera- 
ble minority in New-England agree with the poli- 
tics of Virginia. In May, 1794, ^^^ inhabitants 
of Bofton held a very numerous town-meeting, at 
which, by a great majority, they agreed to recom- v 
mend to Congrels to prolong the embargo. An 
additional lixty days of famine would have put an 
•effeftual end to Britifli piracies in the Weft Indies ; 
and would likcwife have been of more fervice ta 
France than an aid of ten thoufand land forces, and 
ten fhips pf the line. A copy of the Bofton rcfolutions^ 
figned by the town clerk, -was tranfmitted not on- 
ly to their reprefenfative, Dr. Ames, but a- fecond 
alfo, luperfcribed to Mr. Madifon, Colonel Parker, 
and Mr. Giles. This told pretty plainly that they -• 
truft:td the three latter gentlemen farther, in that 
inftance, than their own reprefentativc. Perhaps, 
however, this to^yn-meeting confifted likewife of 
con/pirators . ^vesunius generis facile congreganturm. 
The foolifti word jacobin is riuig in cndlefs changes; 
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while Curtius gravely declares that *^ private 
'^ aflbciations are fdtmed and extehding their influ- 
** ence over our country." x\ll this is the vileft 
trafli kilaginable. 

Thecalumnyof the federal patriots is not confined 
to the fouthern ftatcs. The whiilky ribts in the wes- 
tern counties of Pennfylvani^ have fupplied them 
with a hapRy fund for declamation. Of their la- 
bours in this line, accept the following fpecimen. 

. In a Philadelphia newfpaper of the 8th of March, 
1796, there is inferted an extr^ of a letter, dated 
Pittfburgb, the 25thof February preceding, which 
contains unexpefted intelligence. The .extract 
extends to one third of a column, and reprefents 
the weAcrn couiities, as having relapfcd into a 
ftate of anarchy. " It is generally believed," fays 
the writer, " that near half the men in this country 
•' have croffed the river to take poffeflion of what- 
*' ever land they could get. This\townis almojl 
•' empty I Some large parties are gone with an in- 
" twit to clear all before them, where the land is 
** good. Reports from the woods fay, that a ftrong 
*' party coming to a houfe, they turn out the weak- 
*' er, and a ftrongqr coming on turn them out, fb 
** that fomehoufes change their owners two or three 
** times a day J' This makes about a fourth part of 
the cxtraft, which is all exaftly in the fame ftyle^ 
though fome paflTages fbar quite above oomprehen- 
iion. 

No farther intelligence about this tumult reach- 
ed us, till the 28th of March brought forth a fe- 
cond extraft of an ^iftle from Pittfburgh, dated 
the I2t;h of March. It corroborates the former 
news, affirming that *' the poor people are pajf^ 
^^/ing the Alleghany in legions with tf^eVr families to 
*' refide, and eftablifh aftual fettlements,*' &c* 
Both letters, but the fecond in particular^ have a 
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multiplicity of ranting bombaftical phrafes, which 
would be apt to make their veracity fu^efted. 

Both of them fpeak much about a Mr. , who >. 

is doing fome inexplicable wonders. Both contain z 
profufionof fuch egregious nonfenfe, and malicious 
falfehood, that they are in themfelvcs, an hundred 
and fifty degrees beneath animadverfion. 

No further notice was taken in any newfpaper 
about this infurreftion. Hence it is natural to in- * 

fer that both pieces came from the fame pen, and if 

that both were written with one rafcally view, that 
of Spreading a falfe alarm among the people in the 
Atlantic regions of the union. If fuchrevolution- 
aiy wonders were going forward, beyond the nioun- 
tains, it was ftrangc that nobody fliould hear about 
them but one correspondent. It is the bufinefs of . 
every* good citizen,* to pluck up by the roots fuch 
incendiary flander. There feems a double barba^- 
rity in ripping open the fear of a wound that is but 
juft fkinned ov?r. 

The bad effeft of fuch reports was very well \ 

defcribed in Congrefs by Mr. Baldwin. On the ift 
of December, 1794, ^^^^ gentlemen obfervedthat 
in a country fo extenfive as America, and where 
the people are fo widely fcattered, it was a work 
of immenfe difficulty to have a regular and accu- 
rate account of the meafures of government com- 
municated through every part of the union. It can 
fcaccely be conceived, faid he, by thofe who have 
no call to vifit the interior and more retired parts 
of the country, how much the peace of fociety 
is dift'urbed by the nialicious propagation of poli- 
tical falfehood. The moft wicked lies are kept in 
circulation, for mouths together, and before they 
can be effedually contradicted, the people have be- 
come almoft frantic • For example, Mr. Baldwin 
mentioned, (and- editors of newfpapqrs in every 

I 
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part of the. union, ought to qjjotc. this part of his 
obfcrvations, as a ccweat in futurCji) that it had been 
afferted that a poll tax of forty' (hillings per head, 
has been laid on all the inhabitants, that the excife 
has been extended to luhs^t^ to looms ^ and to in- 
flxuments of hufbandry^ uftd that the late draughts 
of the eighty thoufand militia, are fold to France 
to carry on the war ! It is probable, that riots and 
infurreftions are fomented by thefe rumours 
more than by all other caufes. If a conftant and 
regular publication of all that is done could 
reach every part of the United States*, it would be 
an effeftual, and, perhaps the only cure for thefe 
mifchiefe. The people of this extenfive country 
have, for thefe ten years, enjoyed ajl the cfTential 
benefits of fbciety, on very cafy terms. A man 
with five or fix hundred acrfes of land is fcarcely 
called upon for a dollar of taxes in a year. Per- 
haps no people on earth ever enjoyed fo fully the 
advantages of fociety with fo few burdens. Is it not 
a diftreffing confideration, that when we have fo 
few real evils, we fhould create to ourfelves ima- 
ginary ones, that give usfo much ufelefs uneafinefs ? 
Some wrong meafures have taken place, and here- 
after will take place, and nobody can expc^ that 
any kind of conduft will give ««ry^r/i/fatisfaftion*. 
But a ^ery fmall difference is perceivable in 
the Ccale of morality from one end to another 
of America. Of this remark the Yazoo bufinefs 
afforded a notable inftance. By an aft paft ifl 
Jtnuary, 1795., a junto in the aflembly of peor- 

♦ In the courfc of the difcuflion of this day, Mr. Hillhoufc ha- 
ving fpoke forforac time, Mr^ Dayton rofe next. He be Jan by 
remarkingi that it could not be cxpcfted that he was to make any 
obfcrvations on what had been faid by the member jad fitten d<>wn> 
«» he did not hear ten *ivords which the gentleman /aid. This was ow- 
ing to Boife made by members in the houfe. 
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gia fold to four companies of land-jobbers fome 
vacant lands of that ftate. On the 2d of March, 
1795, Mr. Harper faid in Congrefs that the falc 
covered thirty millions of acres of the fineft land 
in the world, and moft admirably (ituated for 
commerce and emigration. It might, every foot 
of it, be made worth half a dollar per acre. Its 
fettlement would tend to open the MifGflippi navi- 
gation. Thefc thirty millions of acres had been fold, 
he faid, for five. hundred thoufand dollars ! A more 
villainous tranfaftion cannot be conceived. Yet, 
ftrange to tell I many perfons in the religious town 
of Bofton were deeply concerned ia buying from 
thele purchafers. The newfpapers faid that the 
fpeculators of that place had agreed to give fome 
millions of dollars for a part of this booty. The 
reader knows that the bargain hath fince be^n fet 
afide, but that does, not leflen the infamy of thofe 
connefted with it. The following extract from 
the prefentment of the grand jury of Chatham coun- 
ty in Georgia, at the Oftober terin of 1796, gives 
an entertaining pifture of the parties concerned. 
'^ We further and abominably prefent thofo abo- 
*' niinable and iniquitous grants of pine barren 
'' land, which 'have been palmed upon foreigners 
'' and northern citizens, the plats of which have 
" been decorate3' generally with timber not found 
" on them ; and mpft of the pretended trafts fold 
'^ are not in exi{Jence, to the injury of the cha- 
" rafter of the ftate, and the honeft citi:5ens thereof; 
*' nine-tenths of whom behold the (peculation with 
" the utmoft abhorrence, cpnfidering the meafure 
*' calculated to injure their reputation and to cheat 
" the unwary, to add to thepelf of a few men, who 
" are void of principle and honour, and who would 
^' facrificc their country and its rights to incrcafe 
*^ their own property. Wc are forry to fay, that 
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*' among thofc charaftcrs, arc thofc high in office 

I " in the United States ; and two judges thereof, to 

; *' wit, James Wilfon of the Supreme Court of the 

"United States, and Nathaniel Pendleton, of the 

*' Diftria Court of this ftate, together with James 

" Gunn, Senator from this ftate to Congrefs, have 

*' been foremoft in influencing the legiflaturc which 

" . *' pafTed the pretended Yazoo law, bartering the 

" rights of this ftate, and the moft fertile trad hi 

*' the United States, for a mere fong ; and which, 

'^^ if it were to be deemed legal, thofe concerned 

*' have fold for ten times as much, which the ftate, 

*' by proper management, might have put into her 

. ** treafury. 

*' We congratulate our fellow citizens, how- 
.*' ever, on the virtue of the laft legiflature, which 
^' declared thefaid pretended/ale, conftitutionally 
^* null and void, as fraudulent and corrupt, and wc 
** hope our fellow citizens at large, will now ex- 
*' hibit their virtue, by fending fuch men jonly to 
/* the next legiflature, as are known to be free from 
^* ipeculation,. and will refpeft our rights by con- 
/' tinning and confirming the annulling law. It is 
^^Vonly by la firmnefs of conduft /n the citizens at 
'Marge, 01^ this important occafion^ that our rights 
J *' can be refpefted in Congrefs, andathomej that 

*' this fpecies of gambling can be difcountenanced, 
" and {peculating fltarpers be defeated, which is as 
y much t^ be. defired, on account of morality and 
*' our rifing,generation, as the fiiturc repofe of fo- 
^' cicty,.and the rcput^tioa of our growing com* 
*'mun;l:y. ,. . ■ . 

*^ Wc further prefent on this head the attempt 
by Alexander Moiiitrie and others to drag this 
ftate into the federal court, to anfwer a fuit in 
equity, under a former pretended Yazoo falc 
Wc abhor both Ipcculations alike, and werccom- 
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** mend to the officers of the ftate, who may have 
*' been ferved with copies of the bill filed in the 
*^ faid fuit, to make no anfwer thereto until the 
** next meeting of the legiflature, who we hope 
'' will remonftrate toCongrefs on this fubjefl-. We 
*^ cannot fuppofe the ftate liable to be fued, and in 
*^ this cafe we hope Ihe will preferve her dignity, 
'^ by refufing an anfwer, particularly in a court 
*' where the judges have been guiding the laft fpe- 
'' culations, and where (he can confequently expeft 
*' no jufticc. We hope that the amendment to the 
*' conftitution, founanimoufly entered into by Con- 
*' grefs, againft the fuability of a ftate, will not be 
*' leaped over to anfwer the vile purpofes of the 
*' moft infamous Speculation.^' 

The above prefentment gives no fublime notion 
of American jurifprudence,even at its fountain head. 
"What follows will (hew the pollution of fonie of it« 
inferior ftreams. In a work like this, the wrongs 
of the poor ought not to be overlooked ; and the 
flory is inferred at this place left, in the futfequent 
prefs of matter, it might chance to be forgotten. 
The particulars are taken from a letter addret- 
fed to the printer of the Georgia and Augufta Chro- 
nicle, dated Hancock county, 30th of April, 1796, 
and figned Henry Boyle. They ferve to ftiew what 
outrages may be perpetrated, in this countiy, 
under the fanftion of public juftice. 

Sometime in laft fall, Abner Pierce was commit- 
ted to jail, and 'as it feems in Hancock county, on 
fulpicion of ftealing a mare, the property of W^ard 
Darnel. He remained in irons till the fitting of 
the fuperior court, but could not have his trial. The 
only evidence againft him was the oath of Darnel, 
while two other perfons fwore that they were 
witneffes to his having received the mare from 
Darnel, in virtue of a mutual agreement. After 
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being confined for a confiderablc time, public juC- 
tice had not leifure to doVs duty^ by giving bim a 
trial. 

This poor man was on the point of lying in jail 
till the ncxtfuperior court; '^ confequcntly,'' fays 
the letter/' as the imprifonment would havcamoun- 
*' ted to nearly twelve months, lying fummer 
*' and winter in the dungeon, chained in irons, 
" without one bit of fire to thaw th^ froft ofFhis 
" frozen limbs, and only one oath agalnfthim, two 
*' in his favour, humanity flirinks at the idea*/' 
What makes the affair ftill worfc, the prifoner had 
a wife and two fmall children. They had neither 
cow nor horfe, nor any vifible means of fubfiftence, 

• What ufe could there be for keeping the man in irons ? A good 
•ftone wall would have anfwcrcd well enough. But perhaps the pri- 
fon was made of boards. About forty years ago, a wooden jail in 
Virginia! with a prifoner for debt confined in it, took fire. The 
alarm fpread. The jailor, in haftjly turning the key, fpoiled the 
lock. The prifoner, feeing all efforts for his relcafe to be in vain, 
ftript off his clothes, ihruft them through the bars of the door» 
which was of iron, and bade the keeper carry thcm> as being all. 
which he had, to his family. He then retired to a corner of xh% 
prifon, lay down, and perilhed in the flames. 

If a man was to be kept a twelve-month in ironi, and theft- to 
be hanged, for dealing cfsr^ horfe^ what (hall we make of the old Con- 
grefs, and their agents, who forcibly pilfered fo *h>any that are yet 
unpaid for ? Nay, what is to be faid of the third and fourth Congreft, 
who have rejefted many fcores or hundreds of fuch claims, after ad-^ 
mitt'mg them to he jufi ? At the fame time, we ^re giving John Adams, 
FOURTEEN THOUSAND DOLLARS to buy fumiture for his houfe. 
The latter motion went through the Reprcfentatives by fixty-three 
votes affainft twenty-feven. It was impoffiblc*to withftand the pa- 
thos of Mr. Samuel Sitgreaves, when defcribing the crazy bed^ 
ileads, the broken chairs, the ragged linen, the moth-eaten curtains, 
the rufty faucepans, and the frafturtd waterpots, that General Wafti- 
ington was to leave behind him in Market-ftreet. But, had it been 
a foldier with a wooden leg, wlio, refiding at the diftance of three 
hundred leagues, had only juft heard of the ftatute of limitations; 
or had it been a widow, like Ami Dard^h, whofe only horfe had 
been dragged from her plough, while her children were ftarving, 
Mr. Sitgreaves might as well have addrcffcd the ooxth*'wef^ wino. 
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except his labour. Four perfons entered thcm- 
felves as fecurities to the amount of twelve hun- 
dred dollars, that this Abner Pierce fhould attend 
at the next fuperior court. Mr. Boyle, who fub- 
fcribes this letter, was one of the juftices of peace 
who granted his liberation. For fnch an office of 
benevolence and of equity, he has been abufed 
in a newfpaper, and publifhed, in his own defence, 
the letter above abridged. 

The following is another anecdote of oppreflion, 
and of fo Angular a kind, that it ought to be recor- 
ded for the honour of the eighteenth century. A 
negro man from the coaft of Guinea had been fold 
to a farmer on the fouthern line of North-Caroli- 
na. In the fall of 1793, ^^ applied to a black boy 
and girl, the property of an adjacent planter, to 
give him fome viSuals. In return he afTured them 
that he would perform a charm to foften the fevc- 
rity of their mafter. He gave them a callibafh 
full of the feathers and claws of birds, mixed with 
negro men's nails. This was buried under the 
threfhold of the planter's door. He w^s, at that 
tiinefick, or fell ill foon after; and having ordered 
the boy to be puniflied for fome offence, the latter 
faid that, if he was pardonedi^ he would tell what had 
made his mafter ill. The concealment was im- 
mediately difcovered, along with fome of the fame 
materials which had been ftuck about the fick man's 
bed. The necronlancer was confequently taken 
up. This was on a Saturday/ He was tried on 
the next Monday, by a jury of three free-holders, 
convifted of witchcraft, and hanged on the TucJF- 
day. The boy and girl were whipt and branded 
in the forehead with a red hoit iron. One of thefe 
children was eleven, and the other thirteen years 
of age. The ftory has made noife, and an indiC- 
tinft account of it, with fome remarks, appeared 
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in the newfpapers, a confiderablc time after the 
perpetration of the murder. The jiarrative is 
here given on the authority of a gentleman of 
Teracity in Pennfylvania, who was on thefpbt foon 
after. A neighbouring magiftrate obferved tp him 
that he had no doubt as to the guilt of the prifoncr. 
He was forry for being from home at, the time of 
the execution, as he fhould have made liis own 
negroes attend it. He added, by way of confo- 
lation, that the owner of the flave would not be 
any great lofer by the affair, becaufe the ftate was 
to grant him feventy pounds of damages*. 

We (hall clofe this chapter with a tew mifcel- 
laneoas remarks. In the profound debates of De- 
cember, 1796, about whether Americans fverc 
tkcfreejt and inoft enlightened people in the world^ 
Dr. Amcsfaid that, by all which he could learn, the 
people in Europe who could rezd were but as nume- 
rous as thofe in America who could not read. In 
plainer words, he meant to ftate that the people in 
the new world had twqnty times more commonly 
a decent education than thofe in the old one. Mr. 
Giles agreed with him in thinking that Americans 
were wifer than the reft of mankind, but he did 
not believe it modeft or becoming to divulge the 
fecret; for a fecret it hitherto has been, and, fincc 
the resolution was negatived, it is likely to remain 
io. The very morning after the doftor made the 
above remark, Mr. Bache printed a decifive, fpeci- 
inen of the fuperiority of the American intelleft. 
A woman in New-Hampiliire was accufed, and per- 
fecuted for being a witch. A man who had beaten 
her, was, juft before this debate, brought to trial. 
The wicked bench laughed at the char^ of witchr 

* la Ja.Tiiiica, fevcral black people have been executed for witch- 
,trafc. 
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craft. In r^vqngc, a mob of the wifcft men oa 
earth were on the point of pulling down the court 
jhoufe. 

Connedicut is ufually held up as the mirror of 
true republicanifm, the centrical point, the very 
focus of federal virtue. Take the following in- 
ftancc. In Ipring, 1796, during the. debates on the 
Britifh treaty, a newfpaper of that ftate, which has 
been already cited*, had the following moft ex- 
traordinary paragraph. 

" /f^e are informed^ by a gentleman from the up- 
*' per part of the county of Hampjhire^ that aregi- 
" mental review was held^ if we are not mifiaken^ 
^^ at Conway. j4s 'the people were informed that 
^^ Jbme communications of a political nature^ were to 
*' be made to them^ upon the parade^ a very general 
^^ attendance was obferved^ of all ages ^ from fixteen 
*^ years to fixty. The communications were read to 
* ' them while under arms, and they were then cal- 
*' l€;d upon to exprefs their fenfiments^ which was 
*^ done without any hefitation. The unanimous voice 
^' of the people prejent was ^ that^ before they would 
*^ fubmit to aproftrationof the conftitutio'n, by the 
^^ prefent majority in the Houfe of Reprefentatives^ 
" they would MARCH TO PHILADELPfflA ; up^ 
^^ hold the conflitution and the Prefident ; and caufi 
*' the treaty with Great Britain to be carried into ef- 
''fea.'' 

It would have been curious to fee this army fet 
out from Hartford with Trumbull, as a fecond 
Alcaeus at their head, chanting the paean of battle. 
Before they had got within an hundred miles^ of 
this city, Pcnnfylvania might perhaps have furnifti- 
cd them with materials for a Connefticut ^neid ; 
and truly the caufe to be celebrated, and the hard 

* Amcncan Annual Regifter» chap. ix» 
K 
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who was to fing, were two obj(s«fts Co wprthy of each 
other, that the world has not icen a ii^ore fuitable 
conjupftion. 

All the intemperate expreflibns of democratic fo 
<:ieties, and ^-j'w^z;//^ reformers, do not come within 
fight' of the effrontery and infolence of this Cngle 
paragraph. A body of men affemblc in arms at a 
review. They declare that they will march to 
Philadelphia, overbear the majority of the Houfc 
of I\eprefentatives, and uphold the conftitution, and 
the Prefident. By the way, it was time that a public 
fervant of fuch dangerous popularity fhould be rc- 
anoved from his oiHce. The rdfignation of Gene- 
ral Waflxington merits the iqexpreffible gratitude 
of his country. But what better was the Conway re- 
view than the meeting at Braddock's field ? Indeed 
it Was much worfe ; for the ^Vhiiky boys did not, 
like this federal gang, make an explicit avowal of 
Tcbellion. ^ 

If the defcription drawn by Morfe of New-Eng- 
' landers be faithful, nothing but fuch behaviour 
is to be looked for. " They are indeed,*' fays he, 
^' often jealous to excefs ; a circumftance which is 
^* a fruitful Iburce of iraagmary grievances, and of 
*' innumerabhjufpicions^andunjujl complaints againji 
^' ^^^rw;«^/.— A veryconfiderablepart ofthepeo- 
** pie have cither too little or too much learning to 
*' make peaceable JubjeCls. They know enougli, 
^* however, to make them think that they know a 
*' great deal, when in faift they know but little.— 
** Hence originates that reftlefs, litigious complain- 
*' ing fpu-it, which forms a dark fhade in the cha- 
^' rafter of New-England men^/' This is the ac- 
count given by one of their own parfbns. 

Morfe hath obligingly announced his own princi- 

• Tlic American Geography, London edition of 1792, p. 146. 
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pics. " The clergy (of Connefticut) who are nu- I 

'' merous, and as a body very refpedlable, have hi- j 

^' therto preferved a kind of arijlotratical balance 

*' in the very dcmocratical government of this ftate ; 

^' which has happily operated as a check upon the 

'' overbearing fpirit of republic anifm^ .^ What a 
precious deliverance that muft be ! It is not fur- . 

prifing that this ftate vomited up, during tke revo- t 

lotion, fuch a multitude of the moft inveterate cut- 
throat tories. / 
" In New-England," fays Morfe, " learning is 1 
" more generally diffufcd among all ranks of peo- 
'' pic than in any other part of the globe\.^^ His , 
univcrfal geography fhews how little Morfe him- " 
felf knows about many parts of the globe. He ^ 
farther adds that " another very valuable fburce of 
" information to the people is the newfpapei^s, of 
" whi^h not lefs than thirty thoufand are printed 
" every week in New-Englandt/' Philadclphfa 
has now, bcfides other prints, eight daily newlpa- 
pcrs. They work off about forty thoufand-'flieets: 
of paper in a week|| ; fo that the people of this ci- 
ty muft be ftill wifer if poffiWe, than the Kf cw-Eng- 
landers ; who have only one daily ne^^fpaper in- 
the whole country. 

But newlpapers, and efpecially fomeof thofe in' 
New-England, do not always* tend to- illuminate ; 
they often miflead. Thus, about the memorable 
month of April, 1796, a number of tiieGolumbian- 
Centinel had an article that begins jfcus. 
« MR. RUSSEL, ^ 

'* I fend you another cxtrad from- PhiladcJphia,. 
^' too important t,o be kept private. -You may there- 
*' foreinfert it,'' &c. '< ' ' 

• The American Geography^ Tendon editiqt of 1792* p, 219. 
t Ibid, p, 14.^. J Ibid, ■*''' 

\ In the firft feifionof the fourth Congrefs,.^^ Houfe of Reprc- 
fcQtatlves coft the public for oewfpapcrs, itwdvt hundred doliarsJ , 
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This important packet is by far too long, as Mrcll 
as too ftupid, for republication entire, but a few dc* 
tached parts may ferve as a fpecimen . 

The writer fets out by alluding to the difgraced 
fituation of Congixfs and our country. A majority 
in the houfe are " lifted under Madifon and Galla- 
" tin J or rather Gallatin and Madifon, for the lat- 
, ** ter has become f 6 changed as to be only a fecond 
" to the former, a devoted tool to him in overturn- 

** ing the government. A majority of the houfe 

" are arrayed, under fuch leaders, to oppofe and 
*' pull down the Prefident. Their aim is to dejlroy 
^' the executive y to ufurp to the houffe all the power 
*' jgiven by the conftitution to them exclufively/' 

The Houfe of Reprelentatives, or a majority of 
them, have never been lifted undef Mr. Madiibn 
or any body elfe ; as little has Mr. Madifon been 
lifted under Mr Gallatin, as a devoted toolto 2iA)[i\m 
\i^ overturning the government. No reafon is af- 
figwd, and no proof is offered, that a majority in 
Cong-efs had any fuch defign ; and therefult (hew- 
ed tlac z. rui jority of the reprefcntatives would fub- 
mit to J tify the treaty. What then becomes of 
ihGir prcUi}ded enli/lment f 

As for fulling down of the Prefident, the cx- 
preffioii is Wghly impertinent, and intended only 
to inflame the feelings of the public. Did aBritifti 
Houfe of Coipmons evcif fcruple, or did they even 
forbear, to difcufs the merits of a foreign treaty ? 
No 1 And yet it feems that to do fo in America is 
to pull down th^ Prefident, and overturn the con- 
ftitution. If th^ conduft ofCongrefs in making 
this enquiry was culpable, the conftitution is deface 
to overturned aK'eady^ It is laid in ruins at the ittl 
of the execuiivf. The writer goes on to tell us 
that, fiiice 178', Mr. Madifon has httna devoted 
tool to the Fremh n'ereft and government y the ab- 
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jeCl tool or the adiive hireling of the tjrrant of the 
day. He is charged with unwearied endeavours to 
plunge this country into the prefent war in aid of 
France. 

There is more ribbaldry to the fame purppfe, 
and all equally impudent and nonfenfical. What 
rauft hct\iGjtate of mind zmong the readers of this 
honeft Centinely iiFthey digeft fuch amorfel? An 
hundred legiflators never yet aflembled, without 
often differing in opinion from each other. The 
people without doors are alfb much divided on al- 
moft every great topic, and we may as well con- 
ceit them to be bribed as their rcprefentatives. 

If the citizens of New-England are fo much wi- 
fer than their neighbours, it niuft certainly appear 
in the choice of their rcprefentatives in Congrefs. 
The fuperibrity is not always conlpicuous. In the 
debate on the fnuffexcife, in fpriQgi794, foniemem-. 
bers from that part of the union, and efpecially 
Mr. Sedgwick, affirmed, that a land tax was injuft 
and impracticable^ and that Americans would never 
Jtibmit to it^. It was impoffible for any member to 
give a more confummate proof of ignorance or ftu- 
pidity. The conftitution of Maffachufetts itfelf, 
the very ftate that fent Mr. Sedgwick to the houfe, 
authorifes the aflembly *' to impofe and levy pro- 
" portional and reafonable afTeffinents, rates, and 
** taxes, upon all the inhabitants of, and perfons re- 
" fident, and eftates lying within the faid common* 
*^ wealtht.'' Such taxes are aftually paid, yet Mr. 
Sedgwick has often declared that they never could be 
raifed. This conveyed a grofs refleftion upon the 
country. In point of argument, the gentleman 
might as well have whiftledyanky doodle to thelc- 

* The words were taken down at the time, by the author* 
t Part 2d. chap, i. fee* i. article 4* 
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giCiators of America. This remark has no reference 
to MefTrs. Henderfon, Harper, and a certain vene- 
rable majority in the fecond feffion of the fourth 
Congrcfs. 

While thr people of MaflTachufetts have been fo 
anxious about the prefcrvatiqn of the federal confti-^ 
tution, they (hould revife their own. Morfe fays, 
" that the religion of MafTachufetts is eftabliflied, 
'' by their excellent conftitution, on a moft liberal 
" and tolerant plan.'' The prefent horri>le op- 
preffion of baptifts, and other feftaries, contra- 
difts this aflertion*. 

When the Trojan fugitives, driven afbore on 
the coaft of Africa, folicited aid from the queen of 
Carthage, Dido, in her anfwer, tells them, that, 
acquainted with misfortunes^ /he had learned to JiiC" 
cour the miferabU. A higher authority than that of 
Virgil, has alfo declared, that, by thejadnefs of the 
countenance the heart is made better. A fhoal of 
metaphyficians, moral philofophers, and divinesyin 
volumes of five hundred or a thoufand pages, have 
likewife told us, that advcrfity foftens and refines 
the heart. 

By far the greater part of the world is full of 
mifery; government, a few of the republics ex- 
cepted, is nothing but robbery reduced to afyitcm. 
Life itfelf has emphatically, and juftly, been termed 
a vale of tears. Thcfe truths are not only trite, 
but they have been ftale, and even mouldy, for 
twenty centuries. 

Now, as adverfity is fo common every where, 
and fo fupreme an antidote for thawing the ice of 
felfi(hnefs, as poets have loaded avarice with ridicule 
in this world, and as divines have menaced it with 
perdition in the next, our natural conclufiDn, from 

♦ Sec Araciican Annual Regifter, chap. ix. 
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thele powerful and coalefcing caufes^ muft be, that 
this blefled planet is pregnant with fympathy, chari- 
ty, liberality, and the entire bead-roll of bcncvo^ 
lent fepfibilities. Amen. 

Thefe remarks have occurred on reading the ac- 
count of a very melancholy affair which took place 
in the latter end of February, 1796, at Hingham, 
in the ftate of Maflachufctts. The following par- 
ticulars of it are abridged from a letter written by 
one of the profeffors in the univerfity at Cambridge, ' 1 

dated the 23d of February, and printed in a late ' \ 

Bo/ton newfpaper. 

About two months before the date of the letter, 
a young foreigner called on this profeflbr, and in- 
troduced himfelf by faying, that he wanted to be- 
come acquainted with fome fcientific man. The 
fubjeft which he brought on was pneumatics and 
mechanics. Hp converfed with the profeflbr flu- \ 

ently, in French, Dutch, and Latin. After a con- \ 

ference, of which part is related, he took his leave, ] 

and, by agreement, paid alecond vifit to theprofef- 
for in three days. We fliall now quote verbatim 
a part of the account of him, as given by the wri- 
ter of the letter. 

" From his good figure, polite and cafy manners, 
*^ I concluded he was fome unfortunate emigrant 
" from the continent of Europe, probably in the 
" fervice of the monarchy^ ivho^ defiitute of money 
" and friends ^ chofe to apply fome of the princi- 
" pies tie had learnt at college, to the purpofe of 
" procuring fuhfijlence by a novel exhibition. On 
" this account^ I never alked him his name or na- 
"tion?"' 

On what account ? He was defl:itute of money ^ 

and friends, and he wanted to procure fubfiftencc 
by the exhibition of a novel mechanical^apparatus ; 
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and, therefore^ this American philofopher did not 
venture to afk him his name or nation. 

" 'Twas pitiful ! 'twas wond'rous pitiful 1" 

Tliat the profeflbr in a college ftiould be capable 
of mean ungentlemany conduftj we know by fre- 
quent perfonal experience ; but, that any man . 
ihould wifli to bring himfelf forward to the public 
in fo humiliating a point of view, is rather uncom- 
mon. Is it a crime to be in want of money ? Is it 
culpable to attempt earning fubfiftence by exhibit- 
mg an apparatus of mechanifm ?^Both thefe liberal 
and manly doftrines are avowed by this Cambridge 
profeflbr. Such treatment of a foreigner, a man of 
learning, and, above all, a fellow creature in dif: 
trefs, is difgraceful not only to the individual who 
afted fb, but, from his alacrity in telling the ftory, 
it reflefts a farcafm on the country to which he be- 
longs. A reader in Europe will be tempted to 
think very meanly of the general caft of our ideas. 
Was the profeflbr afraid that this foreigner would 
cclipfe him in the eyes of his pupils, by his inten- 
ded fliew ? How eafy would it have been for the 
profeflbr to have found employment of fbme de- 
cent kind for a well educated man, who underfl:ood 
four languages !. It is truflied that every reader will 
heartily defpife fuch a frofl:-bitten pedagogue. 

The chilling reception that he encountered, was 
undoubtedly the reafon why this ill-fated wander- 
er fell into defpair, and fliot himfelf. He left a 
letter addrefled to the profeflbr, wherein he ftates, 
that his want of money, and the failure of his plans 
for obtaining fubfifl:ence, had determined him to 
put an end to his life. 

The profeflbr fpeaks of him thus : 

" The writings and drawings which he left di- 
*' refted to me, are fo far from evincing a derang- 
" edmind, that they intimate a cool apd vigor- 
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'*^ oiis intelfed: ; being executed not merely with 
** tafte, but mathematical exaftnefs. — I have never 
*' heard any thing againft his chirafter, but have 
*' feen fomc evidences of his humanity, in giving 
^' freedom to his flave, after binding him to a trade 
*' by wliich he could get his living.'* How much 
is it to be regretted that a man fo gifted, fliould 
have met with fuch beaftly treatment ! 

The profefTor concludes by citing the exit of 
this gentleman as a proof, that '' nature y without 
*' the commanding voice of religiariy has left the 
^' nobleft of hier works imperSfeft." What part of 
the chriftiari religion taught this perfon to keep a ^ 

ft ranger at a diftance, becaufe he is in diftrefs ? To 
repel fuph fordid ideas, and to extend the feelings 
of humanity, iis the bnly intelligible or rational 
purpofe of religion. 

The namie of this viftim to raflmefs was Ibcrkin. 
He was probably a German, there is, at leaft, ftich 
a name in Pruffia. The letter-writer is Dr. Ben- 
jamin Waterhoufe, ProfefTor of Medicine at Cam- 
bridge. Lcyden gave him education j Rhodo-Ifland 
had the difhonour of his birth. 

The people of New-England boaft much of their 
fuperior hoQ)itality to ftrangers ; of which this 
anecdote holds up a ftiocking fample. 

Before this forry pedant fpeaks a fccond time of 
religion^ let him read the parable of, the good Sa^ 
maritan.. In the Levite, who paffed by on the other 
fide^ he will trace the intelleftual pedigree of his 
own mind. When fuch a charafter prefents itfelf to 
mankind, as a paragon tofjt?/V/y, it is both our right 
and duty to wrench the vizor from the features of 
deformity, and to adminifter that typographical 
drubbing, which has been fo hardily courted^ and 
fo richly deferved. 
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CHAPTER III. 



Federal artifices to promote a French quarrel. — 
Howe*s landing at the head of Elk. — Jacobins not 
worje than other people.^Burgoync^s' picture of 
the Britifh Eafl^ India Company. — Recent Jloppage 
of the bank of England. — Robefpierre eclipfed by 
Pitt. — Amount of the yearly rental of Britain.— r- 
Note on the flate-houje of Hartford. — ^Number of 
the public creditors of England. — The friumph of 
Camillus. — Moral certainty of American indemni- 
fication for Briti/h piracy. — Mercantile apathy for 
thefufferings of American feamen. — Imprefi^ment 
at jeremie. — Pinckney. — jciy* — Neck or nothing 
forgeries of Pitt. — Dependence of the Briti/h IVefi-- 
Indies on the United States*, — Fallacies of Camil- 
lus. — ff^hat Jay fhould have f aid to Crenville. 

AMONG other artifices employed by the federal 
party to exafperate the people of this coi^ntry 
againft the French republic, one is, their aflertion 
that the United States were indebted for the aid of 
France to the perfonal benevolence of Louis. This 
is conftantly held up as a reafbn for detefting the 
revolution ; and mountains of ribbaldry have, from 
thait ground, been difcharged on its authors. Some 
notice has already been taken of this error*, Mr. 
Burke, in the letters above quoted, goes fully 
through it. He fays that even when Louis <:amc 
to the throne,' " the revolution ftrongly operated 
*^ in all its caufes." Th^ politicians of France 
had been compelled to defpife their kings. "From 
*' quarrelling with the court, they began to com- 

* Britifh Honour aod Httmanity, p, 14* American Annual Rir 
fitter, chap, viii* ' 
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^^ plain of monarchy itfelf ; as a fyftem of govcrn- 
** ment too variable for any regular plan of nation- 
^' al aggrandizement. They obfervedj that, in 
^^ that fort of regimen, too much depended on the 
*^ perfbnal charafter of the prince. — They compa- 
*' red with mortification the fyftematic proceedings 
^^ of a Roman Senate with the fluduations of a 
*' monarchy n — ^What cure for the radical weak- 
** nefs of the French monarchy^ but in a republic? 
** Out the word came; and it never went back.— 
^' The different effefts of a great military and am- 
*' bitious republic, and of a monarchy of the fame 
*' defcription were conftantly in their mouths.'^ 
After, a long detail of circumftances, Edmund goes 
on in thefe words : " ^iThefe fentiraents were not pro- 
^^ duceSit ^Sj^lg^fhink, by their American alli^ 
*' ance. TneAmerican alliance was produced by 
*' theirr(fp«^//V^a:;^ principles znd republican policy .''' 
Several pages are fpent on this fubjeft, and every 
thing proves that the alliance of France withAmc^ 
rica was the work of the republican party^ 
not of the king. After this explanation, no man 
who prefers truth to fiftion will deafen the public 
about their obligations to Louis, or the guilt of 
putting him to death. It was at worft not more 
criminal than the unavenged murder fo lately com- 
mitted in the jail ot Philadelphia*. We print week- 
ly whole columns of reproach againft French ar- 
mies ; yet, when five thoufand of thefe troops mar- 
ched downFront-ftreet, in their way to the capture 
of Cornwallis, it is ftill remembered with what 
proftration of gratitude they were welcomed by 
the furrounding citizens. The French ambaffador 
was looked up to as a tutelar divinity. His landing 
from Europe was announced by the difcharge of 
•annon, by fire-^orks and illuminations. His pre- 

* Americaa Annual IRtp&ctf chag^ Xi^ ^ 
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fence was ciTential at every public entertainment*. 
He was the arbiter of politics, of faftiion, and of 
tafte. But our turn has been ferved, and citizen 
Adet can defcribe the reverfe of the medal. Daniel 
Defoe, fpeaking of his country^ fays :. 

** Ingratitude, a devil of black renown, 
** Poffefs'd her very early as bis vwn 1" 

Yet there is nothing quite fo paltry as this con- 
duft of ours, even in the fable hiftory of England. 
In a comparifon with Britifh armiesj the French 
cannot lofe much. When Howe landed at the head 
of Elk, many perfons in that neighbourhood had pre- 
pared the beft entertainment which they could af- 
ford for the reception of their deliverers. They 
brought the Englifti foldiers ^^ their tables. The 
inftant that dinner was over, Ae guefts. began to 
plunder. It was affirmed, at the time, that in an 
extent of a few miles, they took away fixteen hun- 
dred horfes. It was a common praftice, when one 
of the regutars met an American, to alk him the 
time of day. When he pulled out his watch, it was ' 
wrefted from his fingers. The tories were fo much 
afhamed of this treatment, that they were nevqr 
heard to complain, and at the diftancc of twenty 
years, many of them are yet as firm in loyalty as ever. 

Alexander Hamilton and Co. are in the habit of 
making companions between Prance and England 
to the advantage of the latter. A cekbrated wri- 
ter of the federal phalanx obferves, that the French 
^^ have ranfacked the coffers of the rich, ftripped 
^' poverty of its very rags, robbed the infant of 
*^ its birth-right, wrenched the crutch from tot- 
*' tering old age, and, joining facrilege to burgla- 
" ry, have plundered the altars of God*.*' All 
this, and much more is true ; and declamations* of 
tiiat fort have been a powerful means with the Bri-. 

? A New Year's Gift for the Democrats, p, u 



piqitized by 



Googl 






UNITED STATES. 77 

tifh intereft for exdfperating the people of America. 
But, coining home for a comparifon, the citizens of 
this ilate would not think theraftlves fairly painted 
in apiiSbure of the Paxton boys, butchering innocent 
Indians fo the prifon of Lancafter. A few fenten- 
ces will ftiew that, in general morality, the Bri- 
tifh are as bad as other people, and often much worfc 
than many. 

Mr. Howard fays, that the annual average of 
executions in London only, for twenty-three years^ 
was between twenty-nine and thirty. *' In all the 
-^ feven provinces," fays he, '' there are feldoni 
" miore executions than ixox^ four to fix. ^* The 
United Provinces are, by cgmmon calcblation, three 
times more populous than London. They fliould, 
in proportion, have ninety executions per annum, 
inftead of which there are but//w. Mr. Howard 
gives an hundred other fafts of the fame nature. 
This may help in afcertainingthe balance oidomcj^ 
tic morality. 

As for politics, no jacobin can lefs difguife his 
appetite for bloody and plunder than <hc common 
run of Britifh hiftorians. The late war againft 
Tipoo Saib is fpoke of as follows : '' No period ap- 
^' peared more favourable to humble Tipoo. The 
'' Nizam and the Mahrattas both declared them- 
'' felves ready TO CRUSH^THE RISING POW- 
^' ER OF MYSORE*.'^ The latter words are, as 
printed by the author, in capitals. He proceeds 
at confiderable length, in the moft fordid and info- 
lent tone of exultation. No highwayman could 
ipeak in plainer language. To humble Tipoo I 
This creed vindicates every thing that the French 
have done, or can do. Thus, after the earthquake 
at Lilbon, Spain, might have fent an army to huiiM 

* Guthrie's Geographical Grammar, fourteenth London c4iti<33^ 
p. 6S6, ' ' ' 
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blcPortagal. France, in themJdft of peace, might 
as juftly difembark an hundred ttiaui^nd men at 
Plymouth or Dover, to humble Englaild. Thus^ 
in all ages, has the moft deteftable fophiftry, been 
exerted to vindicate the commencement* of unjuft 
and deftruftive wars. Guthrie fays, thgrti this war 
coft Tipoo forty-nine thoufand men»t A famine 
deftroyed perhaps ten times that numbft-. Nothing 
but the wildeft ignorance of hiftoryf could make 
our citizens believe thatr'the French ai;1f worfc than 
their neighbours. It is of the higheft importance 
to remove this miftake, which has fcecome fuch a 
favourite handle of party. 

Of all writers, Burke is the fittefi to be quoted 
on this head. ''I never/' fays he, '^ fhall fo far in- 
*' jure the janifarian republic of Algiers as to put 
*^ it in comparifon, for every fort of crime, turpi- 
*^ tude, and oppreffion, with the jacobin republic 
*' of Paris/* Yet, when (peaking of England, this 
author has afforded a ftill more complete idea of 
depravity. " Thjerc has not been in this qentury 
** any foreign peace or war, in its origin,, the fruit 
*' of popular de/ire^ except the war that was made 
** with Spain in 1739-'' [This is the grand aflertioa 
of Paine that government dragged England into 
fuch quarrels for the fake of augmenting public 
debt, and pilla^ng the public purfe. He adds.J 
*^ I eJcamined the original documents. — ^They per- 
*^ feftly fatisfied me of the extreme injuftice of that 
** war. [This (hews the rooted corruption of the 
^^ people.]. Some years after, it was my for- 
*' tune to converfe with many of the principal ac- 
^^ tors againfl that minifter (Walpole), and with 
*-'* thofe who principally excited that clamour. 
^' None of them, no not oncy did in the leaft defend 
** the meafure, or attempt to juflify their condud. 
^^ They condemned it as freely as tlaey would havc^ 
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^' done in commenting upon any proceeding in hil^ 
^' tory*." Every man muft fee tiiat thefe authors 
of the war of 17 39, were as execrable as the French 
Direftory poffibly can be. 

This is a fufficient reply to the endiefs barking 
of Webfter and Camillus about jacobin principles. 
Let us add one word more about this war of 1739. 
Guthrie fays, that the Englifh took three thoufand 
four hundred and thirty-four prizes. They loft 
three thoufand two hundred and thirty-eight. 
Thus we learn that a navy cannot protcft an exten- 
five commerce. Englifh ti-ade has, in the prefent 
ftruggle, fuffered ftill more feverely. A Britifh 
navy of fix hundred fail cannot fccure Britifh (hip- 
ping. Six frigates have an hundred times left ca- 
pability to protea the commerce of America. 

In 1772, an enquiry took place before theHoulc 
of Commons, as to the conduA of the Eaft-India 
company. Burgoyne was chairman of the com- 
mittee. He fays, that " fuch a fcene of iniquity, 
'^ rapine, and injuftice, fuch unheard of cruelties^ 
*' fuch open violations of every rule of morality^ 
" every tie of religion, and every principle of good 
" government was never before difcovered; and 
" that, through the whole of the inveftigation^ 
*' he could not find ^ fi'f^gl^fpot whereon to lay his 
" finger, it being all equally one mafs of moft un- 
" heard of villainies, and the moft notorious cor- 
'^ ruptiont.'* This paflagc occurs in the firft of 
more than three hundred pages, all in the fame ftyle. 
By accounts tranfmitted from Haftings, it was pro- 
ved, that, in five or fix years, the fervants of the 
company had deftroyed, ftarved, or driven away, 
a greater number of people, than were contained, 

* Letter L . f Evidencts of our tranfadlions in the Eaft* 

iodie«» U<u by Mr.Ftiken Frinted at Londo&iji i7Sa. 
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colleftively, in all theBHtriOi colonies* Aftei- fiicJI 
a review we need not be feared at the cruelty of 
jacobins. 

One incefTant reproach to the French has been 
the breach of public credit. Our ally is defcen- 
ding, with hafty leg^ps, to the fame level. On the 
27th of February, 1797, the t)rivy council of George 
the third, by an arbitrary order, forbade the bank 
'of England '' from ifluing any cafh in payment, 
*' until the fenfe of parliament could be ta:ken on 
" that fubjeft.'^ The reafon given is, an apprehen- 
iioi^ of ^' a want of fufficient cath to anfwer the 
*> exigencies of the public fervice.^' If government 
had forbidden the bank to p^y gold and filver as 
the intereft of the public debt, this would have 
been no worfe than a fimple confeflion of bank- 
ruptcy. But they ftep in between the bank and its 
private creditors, and fay, ''You fhall not pay your 
*' private debts. We muft have the money to pay 
'' our own falaries, and tb fupport our Handing 
*' armies ; to defray the charge of barracks built 
'' in defiance of law^; and to clear off the bilk of 
'' a prince who has defrauded his miftreffes, inful- 
^' ted his two wives, who are both alive * / hired 
^' newfpapers to calumniate his mother, and at- 
*' tempted to keep his father for life in a fb-ait waift- 



ic 



Parliament have an equal right to interferebetw ^en 
kny debtor and creditor in the kingdom. Thus, 
all the requifitions of Robefpierre are rivalled at a 
fingle llroke. With equal juftice they may fay to 
every farmer, " youfhallpay no rent to your land- 
*' lord." Pitt is in the highway to fubftantiatc 
iVIr. Sedgwick's univerfal aflefrmehtt. No legifla- 
turc on earth ever hazarded a more glairing aft of 

• Britifti Honour and Humanity, p. 44* + See Appendixj No. II* 
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itilquky. It is as extenfive in its gperation, as de-r 
tellable in its objeft. Every individual in Britain 
will feel the eiFefts of this ftoppage. Aflbciations 
pf bankers and mauiufajfturers may, and will for ^ 
time, keep up the price of paper ; but the firft loan 
wanted for J798, will ring th(? kndlto its inters 
laent. 

The a<9: of parliament that has followed tjiis or-- 
der of council, afFeds, in 9 tender point, the mer-r 
cantile interefl of the United States ; and, as (hall 
be prefently explained, it ftrikes at one of the pil-. 
lars of the Britifh treaty. Much pains arc employ^ 
pd to reprefent it as of a temporary nature, and ta 
convince the public that credit will quickly come 
round to the former fituation*^ On this account, 
it cannot be regarded .as defultory to ftate, in this 
place, fome decifive fa^Sts, of which ^ few are not 
generally known in Anaerica, 

The national bankruptcy of England is not a 
lliatter which has come fuddenly to a criCs. Its 
incyitabli^ approach was diftinftly fprefeen and 
defcribed. jMr, William Morgan^ an eminent 
writer on Englifli finances, publifhed, in the begin- 
jiing of 1796, Fa(3s addrejfed to the people of Great 
Britain* From a long feries of arguments and cal? 
culations, the following particulars bavp been a- 
bridged. • 

Mr, Pitt efHmates the yearly rents of all the 
landed eftates in Britaijij, at twenty-five millions 

* The torics who (iy fo do not believe k. The rate of exchan^ 
4€>n England was formerly above pax, which is one bandied and fixty- 
fix and two thirds percent. It has now (May loth, 1797O Aink 
(to an hundred and twenty*five> and an hundred and chirtjir. ^ Whea 
a bill returns nnder proteft firom England^ the indorfee is intitled to 
twenty per cent, of damages. People now refufe to grant fuch bills, 
aniefs with thb provifo^ that they ihall not be liable to the i^ual pi« 
nj^iy of Aon*payaient, 
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fterling. But'tlie land tax, at four fhiljings in tlic 
pound, though comprehending houfes, places, and 
penfions, gives only one 'million nine hundred thou- 
i:ind pounds. Mr. Morgan believes that the yearly 
rents do not exceed eighteen millions. The ac- 
tual expenles wanted, in 1796, even for a /?^^tr 
ellablilhment, were twenty-two millions. Thus, 
even a year ago, the public taxes were equal to 
the* whole landed rents* of Britain. It was, howe- 
ver, found difficult or impoffible to raife the twen- 
tj'-two millions cfTential for the national credit, 
even fuppofing that the war had endccfin January, 
1796. In February, 1795, taxes were laid to the 
expected amount of Uxteen hundredand forty-five 
thoufahd pounds. In December following, others 
were alfo propojed to the amount of eleven hun- 
dred and twenty-three thoufand. pounds. Yet the 
intcreft of many millions of debt ftill remained to 
be provided for. From the firft cftablifhment of 
the confolidated fund, in 1786, till the commence- 
ment of the prefent war, the expenditure invaria- 
bly exceeded the revenue. The deficiencies in the 
fix years preceding the war, amounted to nearly 
fcven miUions fterling. The blank was fupplied 
by loans, and extraordinary but . cafual receipts. 
In the firft^three years of the war, new ta^fes were 
laid to the amount of about four millions, and ftill 
the annual deficiencies increafed. In 1795, they 
came nearly to two milliMs. *' It is probable, there- 
*' fore," fays Mr. Morgan,. " that annual loans 
** will become nqcciflTary, in future, to provide for 
*^ the ordinary expe«ces of a peace, eftabiifliment ; 
** and thefe loans, by requiring new taxes, will 
" produce further deficiencies ; fo that, by bon^ow- 
*' ing each year, not only ta pay the deficiencies of 
*^ the preceding year, but alfo the intereft on the 
** deficiencies in formoi/.years^ the national debt 
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*^ will be increafing, at compound intercft, in the 
"fame manner as it is reduced; but with this 
*' alarming diffei-encc, that the operations in the 
'' one cafe, are ten times more powerful than in 
" the other. If thefe are likely to be the efrcfl^ 
" of the public debt, with the expenditure only of 
" a peace eftablifhmcnt, or on ^the fuppofition that 
*' the war were immediately clofed, what mull be 
" the confequences of obftinately perfilling in a 
'• fyftem of profufion, which, if long continued^ 
'^ would ruin any countiy, however unimpaired 
'' its ftrength and refources ?" . 

Men who defire ufeful knowledge will not tire 
of this quotation ► It is certainly better entertain- 
ment than to ring invidious changes on the purity 
of Connefliicut '*^', and the wickednefs of Virginia* 
Since thefe remarks were publiihcd by Mr. Mor- 
gan, a campaign has elapicd more difaftrous, if 
poffible, to England, than any of the former. Her 
fitaation has, uniformly, funk from bad to worfe* 
What, in the end of 1795, ^'^^^ ^^^ expeCiatioiiy 
has, in 1797, been converted into hi/lory. Man)r 
people in America feem to be intoxicated with the 
faperior information and abilities of Mr. Hamilton* 
The extravagant prediftions and aflertions of him- 

* The hiftory of ihe new ftate-honfe at Hartforcl, exhibits a dc- 
Ic(^ablc fpecimen of this commodity* The al&mbly poflcired a 
claim on the ftate of New- York for almoft fifteen hundred thoufand 
acres of Janti» which are worth three cft four millions of dollars. In 
M95» they fold this claim for a few' thoufand pound*, to a private 
company. See American Annual Regifter, chap. x. If they be- 
lieved their title to be groundlefs^ tiiey u'ere no better than a gang 
of coiners, who fell bad ftiillings at half price* If the law-fuit of 
this company (hall be fuccefsful, New- York will hardly fubmit to 
the dccifion, but on the point of the bayonet* Thus it follows, that 
for the dirty confideration of a few thoufand pounds, the legifbture 
of Connecticut has put the union in danger ot a civil war. With: 
thefe fadh before their eyes>. and with an effrontery that tranfcend^r-- 
ali d.€fcriplion> many writers cjuol the fupcrUiLvc federalifm of Coii- 
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felf, and his auxiliaries, about Britifli pride, aii^ 
J)owcr, and opulence/ have become too deipicable 
for refutation. If Camillus really believed what 
he wrote refpefting them, he mull have been ve- 
ry igrioraitt. If he knew more than he chofe to 
tell, his coriduft demands a harfher ftame.v Ano- 
ther citation from Mr. Morgan will, perhaps, tc- 
pay a perufal. 

^* The competitiofn Grf r^patious loan-mOngers to 
*^ ftiafe in the fpoUs of the country, fui>f)orted by 
•' t\it fiditious credit of paper-money, may perhaps 
" enable the minifter to triumph in the facility with 
" which thd public debts are accumulated^ and the 
temporifing expedient of ineifeftual tax^tiofl may 
ferve him as. a proof of our indxhauftible re- 
'* lources to provide for thofe taxes j but a fyflent 
*' founded upon delufiori, itiuft end in difappoint- 
" inent and ruin* It was the bdaft of a French 
" minifter of financte, that the America^ war was 
" carried dti during his adminiftration, wdthbut 
*^ impofing a new tax upbn the French people ; and 
*' it was this very circuniftance which produced 

ncfticut ; and pobt Satnuel Dexter, is orte of tiis rcafons fot fop- 
porting the fugar and fnuff excife^ faid in Cdngrefs, im i •)94, that 
all the members of that ftatc voted for it. 

If from the affembly themfelvesj we turn to their conftituents, 
the profpeft does not improve The fale of thefe ^fteen hundred 
thoufand acres, if the ftate had a real right to theth> was an aft of 
outrageous robbery on tlieir f<||low citizens ; it was a fecond Yazori 
bufmefs. When the people of Georgia found their property invadcdi 
they elefted a new ailemblyi erafed tlie fwindling law from the pub- 
lic records, proclaimed its infamous authors, and ordered their at- 
torney -general to prolecute fenator James Gunn, as one of the con- 
fpirators. This was adding like men ; but the citizens of Connefti- 
cut, when in a iiroilar £tuation, truckle under legiilative treachery; 
While Pelham, and Trumbull, and Webftcr, and a fwarm of other 
fcribblers from that quarter, radk their ingenuity in reviling, as a 
tacc of inferior and degraded beings, the people of the fouthcra 
ftate»« 
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'^ the devolution. He borrowed imrticnlc liims an- 
•* nually, aiid efldcavoured to provide for them by 
" the inefFedtual means of economy ; for, in that 
** country, taxation had then arrived at it^ hmits. 
" A fyftem of ecdnpmy, under a government which 
" exifted by corruption, ncceflary failed. New 
'^ loans became neceffary to pay the intercft of for- 
" mer loans. The mafs of debt continued to ac- 
" cuniulatc, till at length it overwhelmed public 
'' credit, and buried the government in its ruins.'* 
As the government and the bank of England can- 
not at prefeiit connnand fpecie^ the next qucftion 
is, at what time, or from what fburce, have they 
a proipeia of getting It ^ The debts of the formef 
are about three hundred and eighty millions fter- 
ling. Paine gueffes the paper of the bank of En- 
gland at fixty millions. Several other great banks 
had ftopt before it, and the banks of Scotland and 
that of Ireland, have ftopt fince. In an affair of 
uncertainty, but of enormous magnitude, we may 
conjefture that eighty millions fterling, in bank notes 
have been blocked up. This added to the debt will 
make four hundred and fixty millions. Oppofed 
to this world of paper, George Chalmers, an autho- 
I'ity to be trufted in this cafe, fays, that the Britifh 
dominions have i circulation of twenty millions in 
gold and filver. Thus credit ftands like an inver- 
ted pyramid, of which paper is the bafe. But 
fince that ^calculation, the quantity of hard money 
has been reduced. Befides, every guinea, and eve- 
ry fixpence, will now hide itfelf. Suppofe thsit 
, the bank has at prefent in its coffers two millions 
fterling, and that this money is to be refervcd for 
public exigencies. Two months only of the ap- 
proaching campaign will exhauft it. The cafli 
will dive into the pockets of thofe who furnifh the 
fupplies, and they will hold it, with the gripe of 
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death, till the alarm has become to an ilTue. It is 
hard to fee from* whence money can be expefted^ 
The emperoi' will not replace his wages^ In the 
mean while, confidence miifl: by degrees clccline.. 
Tradefmen mufl be thrown idle, from the want of 
2 proper medium to pay them ; and,, after every ex- 
pedient has been tried, an univerfal bankruptcy 
will enfue. Unlefs France (hall grant England a 
peace, tli^ .campaign of 1798 will require another 
loan. Paper cannot be fent to the Eafl and Weft- 
ladies, even were its eharartcr found at home. Tlie 
precious metals cannot be had, and public credit 
will of neceflity ei.pire. We fee that fix years be- 
fore the war, the minifter after every exertion, 
was annually borrowing great part of a million 
fterling to pay the interell of old debts., This 
praftice alone would, in ti,me, have produced infol- 
vency ; but, , when there is fuperadded the hiftory, 
of the laft four years, probability rifes to demon- 
ftration- In 1791, ' Mr. Rityment publiflied a 
ftatement of the number of the public creditors of 
England, taken from the books. It amounted to 
an hundred and twenty-feven thoufand three hun- 
dred and one perfons. About au hundred and twen- 
ty or thirty millions fterling have been added ta 
the debt, fo that v/e may now compute the credi- 
tors as being at leaft an hundred.and ftxty thoufand. 
The bankruptcies of 1795 came perhaps to twenty 
millions fterling. Thofe made by the ftoppage of 
paper money will be at leaft twenty times greater. 
Every man in Britain, who is worth five guineas, 
will be alfeifted more or lefs. The fliock muft 
convulfc every nerve in the mafs of property . Thus 
rauch for Brltifli credit. We now come to apply 
thcfe remarks with refpetft to Jay^s treaty. The 
Phiiadelphian ad<lrefs to the President, thanking 
yjrxi for having figned it, fipeaks of indemnity 
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** (the fubrcribers meant to fay indemnifi^atmi) ( 

'•^ therein flip ulated for pafi loffes.'^ The New- ^ i 

York cli amber,, in their refolutions of the 2ift of v 

July^, 179 $y congratulate themfelves on '' a fair '^ 

*^ d^mppijation for the fpoUations upon our com- V 

^' merce/^ Curtius in his fourth letter, trufls that ' [ 

'' juft" claims will be fupported, and jiift damages I^ 

*' paid V^ The fifteenth number of Camillus is oc- ** 

cupied on this fubjecH:. He quotes the feventh-ar^ 
tide of the treaty, by which, referring to the pira- t 

cies on x\raerican commerce,/' his Britannic ma- y 

*' jefty undertakes to caufe the fame to be paid to 
*^ fuch claitnant in Jpecie^ without any deduiSion,'* 
after the amounthas been afcertained, ''The plan,"' 
*^ fays Camillus, " affords a moral certainty of fub- 
** ftantialjuflice. — The indemnification which may 
*' be awarded, is to be paid fully, immediately, -. 
*^ and without de tour by the Britifh government 
^' itfelf. Say ye impartial and enlightened, if all 
*' this be not as // ought to hai^e been !'/ r- \ 

In fhort, the hope of recovering payment for the 
{hips and cargoes was the greatefl caufe for the 
treaty becoming popular among American mer- 
chants* Its advocates inceffantly held out this ar- 
ticle as anobjeftof exultation. When handling 
it Camillus rifes above his wonted compofure^j'and 

one apoflrophe may well enough anfwer another* 

'' Say ye impartial and enlightened, after the pre- 

^^ ceding explanation of Englifli finances, do ye ex- 

*' peft one farthing from the king of England ? Do 

*' ye fancy that a monarch who is fifteen months 

^' in arrears to the wench who fcours his water ' ,a 

'* clofet*, whofe government is thr.ec hundred 

* On tiie 1 8th of April, 1 796, Mr. Grey faid in parliament, that 
the civil lift was five quarters in arrears. George the Third has 
many millions fterling at command. His refufing to pay thefc ar- 
rcarsi proves him to be one of th? mcan^fc beinos that ever difgraccd ^ 

kuman nature* 
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*' and eighty millions fterling in debt, and who earn 
•• pay its intercft in nothing but paper, do ye fancy 
•* that fucb a perfon -will lend over his money to 
*" indemnify American merchants/' 

Dr. Ames, in his renowned fpeech in Coagrefs 
on the treaty, delivered himfelf with more caution. 
•• Five millions of dollars/' (aid he, " and proba-» 
" bly more, on the fcore of fpoliations committed 
" on our commerce, depend upon the treaty. The 
" treaty offers the only profpeft oi indemnity'^ . SucU 
'* redrefs is promifcd as the merchant3 place Jbmc 
•• confidence in. Will youinterpofe and fruftratc 
" that hope V That hope, to borrow the ftylc of 
Bunyan, hath fince arrived in doubting caijle, and 
will Ibon be in the grafp of gidnttde/pair. 

One feels left for the misfortunes of fome of the 
merchants on account of their ingratitude to their 
fcamen. The neglefl: of Jay to fecure an article 
in favour of thefc people, even when it was offered 
by Grenville, has already been ftated to thepublict^ 
It was difgracefuj to have accepted of fuch a treaty 
at all, without an ample compenfation to eVery one 
pf thefemen, who bad been imprifoned, hand-cuf^ 
fed, ftarved and flogged, while afting in American 
fervice. The printed refolutipns of the chamber 
pf commerce at New-York and Bofton approve the 
treaty in general terms, without the finalleft notice 
pf this inftmolis omiffion. The indemnity addreC- 
fers of Philadelphia drop not one word of alarm or 
iympathy for t.l\e dangers or fufferings of fomc 
jthoufands of mariners. On the 14th of April, 
J 797, ^Ifo, when thjC me.rchapts of Philadelphia 

* This word means otily pardon for a erimt^ Thus, wh«n Charles 
the Second figncd the adt of oblivion and indemnity, the cavaliers 
xallcd it an dSt of oblivion to his friends, and indemnity to his euf^ 

+ Britifhbpnour and humanity, p. 41. 
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'prefented an iaddrefs to Congrefs in favotir of the 
treaty, that paper contains not^one glimmering of 
.compaflip!i or even of reference to the fufFerings of 
their ftamenw Five millions of dollars, and "the 
*' principal part of their reinaimng fortunes^'' form 
the cxclufive burden of the fpng. Never did the 
fordid fpirit of mercantile adventure difplay itielf 
in more repulfive colours. Woe bfe to that coun- 
try whofe counfels are governed by merchants, or 
by priefts ! When the Senate f^w- an article about 
the Weft Indian trade which they did not like, they 
refufed to accept it. But they overlooked this 
hideous chafm a.bout feamen, though in everyview 
of juftice, honour, humanity, and even of commer- 
cial interefl^ it was by many degrees more impor- 
tant than the other,* This is precifely the way in 
which Congrefs and the country have treated their 
old continental foldiers ; fo that no part of our en- 
lightened citizens has a title to condemn the reft, 
• It may be anfwered, but what could you do I The 
reply is ready. The immediate reftoration of every 
American feaman, or a ferious and vigorous effort to 
that end, ftiould have been demanded and obtained, 
before making afingle claufeofady treaty. Farther, 
every one^ of them Ihould have received a liberal 
compenfation for the time during which they had 
been confirted in BritiQi veflels. We haVe not heard 
of fuch compenfation beiiig cither given, or fought^ 
If any fcruple was to be entertained on the part of 
Britain about making fuch repara|;ion, it contradic- 
ted comnlon reafon to believe that liegociation with 
fuch people could end . in faitisfacftion; figure the 
cafe that a crimp kidnaps your fon on the ftrcets of 
London, and ftnds him to the Eaft Indies as a re- 
cruit. This offender owns the fed, and without 
engaging to reftore the young ttian, he ajDks you to 
enter iiito an agreement for a freight of cgttolx or 

N ' • ' 
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tobaceo. You would not liften to fuch a propofal 
till fecurity was given for the redemption of your 
ion ; or^ if you did liften, the whole world would 
pronounce you an unnatural barbarian. Of Britifli 
impreffments, the following inftance is not, perhaps^ 
worfc nor better than an hundred others. It is in- 
icrted merely as a fample. 

On the 29th of July, 1795, Cyprian Cook, mafter 
of the floop Crifis, of Norwich, in Connefticut, and 
Elijah Clarke, a paflcnger inthevcflel, emitted de- 
politions at New-London, of which here follows an 
abridgement. On the 4th of July, preceding, the 

' Crifis, and above twenty otiier American vefTels 
were lying at anchor in the po^-t of Jeremie, in 
Milpaniola. ^l^e Hermione, an Englifh frigate, 
came into the port, anchored, and fent her boats 
to board the Americans. Every man in the veffels, 
.was taken away, excepting tne captains and ms^tes. 

^ They were, to the number of fixty or feventy, kept 
on board and fafting, during forty-eight hours. 
They were examined, one by one, and five only 
were difinifled, becaufe, as the Englifh captain ob- 
ferved, they were unfit for fervice. All thefe men 
were Americans born, excepting two Danes, who 
had been naturalized here. This outrage happen- 
ed feven months and an half after figning of the 
treaty; and itfhewshowfmcerelyEn^anddefpifed 
cur envoy and thofe who fent him* Tame fub- 
fli;flion to fuch treatment was the very cxcefs of 
national difgrace. But, after Jay had declined to 
.write an article in favour of oui: lailors, they were 
. fiire of nieeting with the worft ufage^ It i§ ftrang& 
•iJiat Jay did not burn the copy of his card, making 
a demand in their behalf, and of the confenting re- 
. ply of jGrenville . T^e Prclldent had very good rea- 
ji>n to be afliamed of laying fuch a correfpondcncc 
; iefore the Hoiifc, of Representatives • It is fuppt- 
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fed that ibmc thoufands of American fcfamcn have 
been .treated like the above at port Jeremie*. 

Camillus, in No. vi. points out many difficulties ' 
in the way of a complete proteft ion for our mari^ 
ners. It is likely enough that the article, if infer- 
red, would have been broken j and real difficulties 
might have occurred in the bufinefs* But even de- 
corum required fuch a claufe. Camillus has ad?* 
vanced fome aifertions that are abfolutcly untrue. 
He fays that " Great Britain has accordingly per- 
" feveringly declined any definitive arrangement o» 
" the fubjeft ; hotwithftanding earneft and reitera- 
" ted efforts of our government. — 'Our minifter 
" plenipotentiary, Mr. Pinckney, it is. wdj known, 
** has long had this matter in charge, aind[has ftre- 
•* nuoufly exerted himfelf to have it placed upon 
** fome acceptablefooting J buthi^ endeavours have? 

♦ Some Engiifh neWffiapers of 1 796, fay, that the pre(s gangs cm» 
ployed in Brit^n^amoant to nine thoufand men. A great part of thefe- 
ftUowa are themtelves failon, and cvhry one of them» ftom the na^v 
ture of th« fenrice, mnft be robuft and able-bodied; Their dtaation 
requires better wages, and bettef living, than that of a foot foldier^ 
They can hardly coft the country lefs, in one (tape of other j than 
two (hillings fterling per day. On fhip board* or iiv^ afcful roanit* 
fafturcs, they would be worth at leaft aOiCqual'fum.. Thus each of 
theie kidnappers itnks daily four ihiHings fterlingy which,; between 
pofitife and negative loft, they wight expend or earn for fociety; 
Kine thoufand men, at a lofs of four (hillings per head, make a fink^ 
ing fund of eighteen hundred pounds fterling a day. This, multi-. 
phcd by the number of days in a year, gives fix hundred and fifty- 
fevcn thoufand pounds pe]^ annum, for the charge of prefs gangs^ ti 
U an ordinary computation in Britain, that every iropreired man cods; 
tiipon a. medium, an hundred pounds fteding, before he is got into 
aftual fervice. 

Yet, in fpitc of tlfis ftrange work, in oiderto man her navy, the 
queen of ifles laboursjmder the greateHdifiicuky for hands, that the 
has pcdiaps ever known. Ta prefs American feamen is very con^ 
fiftent with her Algfcrine code oit^ralUyy but entirely repugnant to , 
her common maxims of fioii/y, Thcexclufibn of foreign marinerak; 
from her ports and (hipping, is the great objeft of her aft of naviga*^ 
tion.. Her bleach oCitanfesfr^m.QCCcflitx more than choifiQ,. / 
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** bcequnfoccefsful." By Thomas Pindkncy, and 
his efforts, we need not fet much ftbre. ' While 
France was in the very aft of driving the allies 
to perdition, Jay, by the moft abfurd, or perfi- 
dious mifconduft, put his hand to the treaty, when, 
if he had only waited fix weeks, till the approaching 
conqueft of Holland had been fcompleted^ he might 
have h^d almofl any ternis worth a£king< Pinckney 
was filly enough to approve of his management in 
making fb goodx a bargai^f. Neither of thefe pre- 
cious envoys would buy largely in the funds, when 
there was a certainty of their tumbling. Yet they 
clapped up a treaty,, when every moment of delay 
was iaeflimable to America. This is the fcanda- 
lous way ih vvhigh our bufinefs hath been tranfafted. 
The affahf had hung over ten years, and then was. 
finiflied at a moment of infinite impropriety. Such 
miferable botching the world has probably never 
fcen before .^ 

Camillus forefaw the objeftion as to the vej* y un- 
feafonable perio<i of figning the treaty. In No. vii. 
he defends it thus. " It will be ufeful to go back to 
*\ the periods when the negociation began and en- 
;* dcd. Our envoy arrived in England, and criter- 
*' ed upon the bufinefs of his miffiop, at the mo- 
•* ment when there was a general elation on 
" account of the naval yiftory gained by Lprd 
"/.Howe, and previous tothofe important fucceffJ^s, 
M. which have terminated in the conqueft of Holland ; 
" and the treaty wasr concluded by the 19th of No- 
" vember laft, prior to the laft mentioned event, 
" and the defeftion of the king of Pruffia. The 
*' pprftureof things at the time of the negociation, 
*• find not at this timc^ is the ftandard to try its 
*• merits.'' 

. It will indeed be ufeful to go back; for every line of 
this argument is contradiftcd by nndilputed fa^fts* 



Digitized 



byGoo/gle 



• UNITED STATES. ^5 

ThePrefident's melTageto Congrefs about his having 
appointed Jay, was dated the i6th of April, 1794. 
The king of Prullia, in the beginning of that month, 
had publiflied a curious manifefto flating his rea- 
fons for quitting his allies. Pitt afterwards gave 
him twelve hundred thoufand pounds td make him 
return to the combat. He took the money, but 
never performed his promife. Inftead of that, he 
went i^tp Poland to befiege Warfaw. He left in- 
deed his quota as a prince of the German empire ; 
but they alio were annihilated, along with an Aid- 
triari army, at KaiferflatJtern, in a battle which lafted 
inclufively night and day, from the 12th to the I5tli 
of July, 1794; ^^ ^^^ ^"^j ^^^ republicans plunged 
through the loaded Pruifiian batteries at the point of 
the' bayonet. Surely, Mr ^ Hamilton imagines that 
nobody read? newfpapers e;x;cept himfelf. In Nck 
vember, 1794, when Jay figned this paper, Frede- 
ric William had, for many months, been abufed 
in the daily prints, of London, as a defcrter from 
the cauie of mdrality^ and regular government. 
Thus Garaillus .ftands detefted of an intentional 
and notorious falfehood.. 

As to the general elation about lord Howe's: 
victory, the French were equally fatisfied, and with 
better reafon. An American ambaflador o«gA^ /^ 
have been pofTeflTed of more penetration than the 
porters and chairmen Vhom- Pitt or his runners hi- 
red, upon that joyful, occafipri, to break the win-^ 
dows of John Wilkes and lord Stanhope. 

Again, Camillus fays that Jay entered upon the 
bufinefs of his miffion jprm^^wj* to tho/e important 
fucceffes which terminated in the conquefi of Holland,.^ 
This is another fhipendous untruth,, like that about: 
the king 6f PrufFia. A few fafts and dates wilt 
prove it to be fo. On the 26th of April, 1794^.^ 
Pichcgru iotally teat Cl^irfait at Moucrpn, aa4 
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killed fixthoufandof his troops. In the courfcof a 
few weeks, a naniber of other defpcrate battles en- 
iued. The allies did whatever brave men, and 
able officers could do j but the French, by their 
numbefs, their cnthufiafm, and th^ir talents, fair- 
ly drove them out of the field. So early as the 
19th of May, 1794, the emperor printed an addrefs 
to the inhabitants of Bruflcls, in a tone almoft as 
dejefted as the kingof Pruffia's farewell manifcfto. 
The armies continued almoft conftantly fighting till 
the 26th of June, when the French gained the battle 
of Flcurus. This completely turned the fcale. The 
^and Auftrian army immediately fent oflf their 
baggage, and, in the courfe of a few days, thiity 
thoufand people fled from Bruflels. From that day 
forward every man in England, excepting Jay, 
muft have forefeen the conqueft of Holland* Though 
Jay had entered upon the bufinefs of his 7niffion be- 
fore the fate of Flanders was decided, it was his 
duty to have fpun out the bufinefs and to have ta- 
ken the u.tmoft advantage of that invaluable con* 
t>ngency. Camillus, by advancing, in Jay's (Je- 
fence, the above palpable fiftions, has expofed with* 
out reinforcing the weaknefs of the caufe. 

But Camillus ftiould alfo havciiefended the S^ 
nateof Congrefs. They certainly did not approve 
of the treaty till after the defeftion of the king of 
Pruffia, and' the furrender of Amfterdam. They 
did not ratify till the 24th of June, 1795. ^" ^^* 
above quotation, Camillus plainly implies, that, af- 
ter the defedion and reduction^ &c. better teriiis 
might have been had. The queftion then comes 
to be Ui>hy the Senate did notftandout to get them f 
They fent back an article. They fliould Jiave amen- 
ded and fent back, others. The true reafonwas, 
firft, that fome of the Senators were ferioufly and 
(ubftaBtially ignorant about the real ftatet of politico 
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k Europe ; for, after the reduftion of the fcveti 
United Provinces, a fear of England attacking Ame- 
rica was " but the eye of childhood ; that fears a 
" painted devil/' Secondly, the ratification was 
an'objeft of party* Jay had been fent over in det 
pite of a majority in the Houfe of Reprefentatives ; 
and to have refufed the ratification of a treaty plan- 
ned under the aufpices of Mr. Hamilton, would hav« 
call irrecoverable ridicule on their whole connec- 
tions. For this reafon twenty fenators, lefi par- 
donable^ if fuch a thing can be, than Jay himielf^ 
agreed to what he had done ; and, as Junius ob- 
ferves, *' though royal favour cannot remove moun- 
*' tains of infamy, it undoubtedly lej/ens^ for it di^ 
^' vides the burden.'' 

But, independent of French viftories, Jay muft 
have known that Pitt, from his dreadful want of 
money^ could not hold out for apy confiderable 
time. Much has been faid as to the danger of Eng* 
land (forlboth !) declaring war againft the United 
StateiJ- To (hew the dreadful plight that (he was 
in, the following particulars are taken from a fc- 
ries of refolutions read in the houie of comm,ons by 
Mr. Smith, on the 2 2d of February, 1796. 

In September, 1795? Walter Boyd, junior, was 
requefted by Pitt to advance him a million fterling* 
He did fo, and by agreement, he was to draw bills- 
on the lords commiffioners of the treafury, which 
they were to accept. Now comes the aftonifhing; 
part of the tranfaftion. Bills for fcven hundred 
thoufand pounds were drawn in London, bearings 
a falfe date at Hamburgh, feverai weeks prc^- 
ceding the real time of framing them. Walter 
Boyd is not engaged in any houfe of bufinefs at 
Hamburgh, fo tnat he might as well have preten- 
ded to draw bills from the moon. Thefc forge* 
ri«s, prQfcifing t9 be foreign bills, wtrc written 



Digitized 



GoQfile 



ed^^jO^ 



5J> HISTORY OF THE 

upon unftamped paper c " They were/* fays Mr. 
Smith, " of fuch a nature and defcription, as the 
'*' bankof England would have refufed to difcount 
/' for any commercial houfe whatever, and fuch 
" as it would have been injurious to the credit of 
*' any private hbufe, to have negociated/^ Thefe 
are civil wo^rds, but, in plain Englifli, any other 
parties of fuch a plot, but the minifter and his 
friends, would infallibly have been hanged- 

It was pjain that a government adopting fuch in- 
famous expedients to raite money, mult have been 
upon its laft legs. With fuch facts iii view, it is 
amazing how completely fome of the ableft men in 
America were deceived about it. Of all the argu* 
meiitS in favour of the Britifli treaty, none was 
more loudly repeated than the danger of a war with 
Britain. '' War,'* faid Dr. Ames, might be delay- 
*' ed, but could not be prevented. Tlie caufes of 
" it would remain, would be aggravated, would 
*' be multiplied, and foon become intollerable. 
*' More captures, more impreflments, would fwell 
'* the Hit of our M'^ron^s, and the current of our 
"rage/' [If England had declared war againft 
the United States, in confequence of the repre- 
fentatives rejefting the treaty, flie would bavC 
become bankrupt before the next Chriftmas.] ''The 
^' progrefs of wealth and improvement is wonder- 
" fnl, and fbme will think too rapid. -^^ [Witnefs 
the enornious bankruptcies in Odtofaer, 1796, and 
the intolerable fcarcity of money ever fincc. The 
country is thriving undoubteclly, but not the more 
from the extravagant {pirit of over-trading]' " The 
*' valt crop of our neutrality is all feeid-wheat, and 
*' is fown again to fwell, almoft Ijpyond calculation, 
^\ tlie future harveft of prolperity. And in this 

• Bache's d<;l)ote5i vdl. ii, p, 552. 
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" progrcfs what feems to be fiftion is found to 
*' fall ihort of experience." *\pd, in this progrefs^ 
the bank of the United States, unlefs its difcounta 
are extremely circumfpecfi:, will go to the family- 
vault of thofe in London, Edinburgh, and Dublin, 
The reign of paper is pafl in Europe, and, as a 
matter of courfc, its expiration in America will 
happen fooner or latter. In cafe of any ferious 
rupture with France, and after the iinparalelled ruin 
that is overlpreading England, every man here will 
direftly infill: on metal for his bank notes. As to 
the vafl crop of our neutrality^ the pri v ateers of France 
and England hav? reaped a very great part of it. 

We fliall.now go back to Mr. Smithes refolutions, 
and cite another- proof of the utter incapacity of 
England, injxme 179$^ to have attacked America. 
*'The profits of the contraftors,'* fays he, '^ at tlie 
'' expenceof the nation, have been fo exorbitantly 
^^ fwelled, as to have rifen even before the depo- 
^' fit was made thereon, to an amount greatly ex- 
^' ceeding the depofit itfelf, viz. on a loan of eigh-* 
" teen millions, to the enormous and incredible fuia 
^^ of, two millions y ow hundrsd and Jixty thoujand 
" pounds Jler ling *'^ 

No man could imagine that fuch a fyftem was to 
hold out, any more than the gambling intereft of 
five per cent, per month, fo frequently paid of late 
in the fea port towns of America. Both thefe ways 
of raifing money tefembled the refource of the 
culprit, who faid that he could efcape the gal^ 
lows by cutting hjs throat in prifon. 

i\nother inftance fli^ll be given of the hurry in 
which Pitt was to fecure the loan for 17965 and 
of the extreme impatience with which the people 
of England faw the vyrar prolonged. 

When the bankers of London agreed to lend a 
(urn of moMy to the mimfter, the cyftom wa§ t9 
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give them credit in the public funds to a certain 
amount. The curwnt price of ftock, at the time 
of making the bargain, determined the quantity of it 
to be given for the new advances of the creditors. 
Thus, if the three per cents were at eighty, the 
fame proportion of them would buy ten thoufatid 
pounds, that would only buy feven thoufand five 
hundred, if the ftocks were at fixty per cent. It 

, was hence the great aim of every premier to raife 
them as high as pofEble, before liis loan, and it was 
vfual to call profpefts of peace, into fome royal 
fpeech or meflage, by whidi they were fure of 
being raifed. But, on the 27th of November, 1795, 
Mr, Pitt, with a precipitancy ^that wears the fouleft 
afpeft, clofed a loan for eighteen millions with Mr. 
Boyd. A meflage that he mufl: have fbreleen, came 
on the 8th of December, thereafter, from George 
the Third to parliament, telling his earneft defire of 
peace. The funds inftantly got up fo high that the 

. quantity given for the loan, rofc in its value, nine 
hundred thoufand pounds /ler ling. This was juft fo 
much mopey lofl to the public, and gained to the 
bankers, who probably run halves with Pitt himfelf. 
So rapid a rife in the, funds, on the flender profpcft 
of peace, (hewed how very little the Britifli were 
by this time difpofed or indeed enabled for a wkr 
-with America. *' I cotifider all thofe war arguments 
^^ that have been made ufe-of,'' faid Mr. Chriftie, 
** as nothing more than the old ftory of raw-head- 
^* and-ijloody-bones, much fitter to be ufed by an 
*' old woman to quiet a crofs child, than to convince 
*' any of the enlightened members of this houfe of 
** the propriety of this meafure*.'^ 

Events have fincc proved that the dread of war 
was a mere chimera, as Ihe public credit of England 

• Bachc's Debates, vol, ii p. 3 ji. 
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had become too feeble to fupport fuch a fhock. 
.But, independent of that, and admitting our legif- 
lators to iiave been, as many of'ttiem were, very 
fhamefuUy ignorant of the ftate of Englilh finance, 
flill America liad another firing to her bow that 
would have reduced Britain to any reafbnablc 
terms^r The .Weft-India Royal Gazette, of the 7th. 
of Odobcr, 1794^ contains a memorial to Henry 
Dundas from the Weft-Indian planters dnd mer- 
chants. They ftate, at much length, how impoffible 
it is for them to fubfift linlefs hy fupplies of pro- 
vifions from this country. Hence an embargo on 
exportation would have reduced them direftly to 
famine. There is not room here to infert the 
whole memorial, though every line of^ it well de- ^ 
ferves attention ; but the following paflages wilj- 
fliew how filly it was in members of Cqngrefs to 
/latid up and make fpeeches about the danger of 
an attack from England in' the ftiapc of open war. 
" The Btitifli WeftJndia iflands,'' fays the me- 
moria!, '^ containing about five hundred thoufand 
^' black, and about fifty thoufand white inhabi- 
*^ tants, have been for many years, greatly depen- 
*^ dant for food upon a fupply of flour, rice^. Indi- 
'* an corn, oatmea), bread, and other articles of 
^' dry provifions, received by a fpeedy channel,. 
*^ and in quantities proportionate to their want, 
^' from the countries now under the lb vereignty .of 
*^ the United States of America ; by no internal re- 
*' fource can they render themfelves independent of 
^^futh ajupply^ excepting by a total change of their 
*' agricultural fyftem, at the expcnce of their com- 
** merce and revenue of the mother country ; and 
^f experience dearly bought, on fuch occafions, has 
** now fufficiently evinced, that, by no other external 
^' channel^ can fuch a fupply, adequate to their 
*' wants, and fuited to the emergency of circump 
'^ ftances, be obtained.'* - 
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With fuch a document (taring in his face, haw 
could a reprefcntivc pretend to fay tl^at he was 
afr.:id of Britain declaring hoftilities ? Or how 
could two-thirds of the people in this country fall 
into fo foolifli a tremor on that head ? It argues very 
little either for the found information, or the good 
Icnfe of our citizens* The American alarm did 
not begin till eighteen months after the date of this 
memorial, tiii the Britilh minifter had begun to 
forgd bills, and till the ba»k of England was with- 
in a year of its difTplution. 

'^ Bcfi4es the important articles of food, timber 
*' for the purpofe of building their houfes and 
*' manufaftories, and ftaves and heading, of which 
*' to form packages for their produce ; horl^s and 
^^', other cattle for agricultural ufes (the iridifpenfi- 
*' ble vehicles of thofe benefits which Great Britain 
*' derives from thcfc iflands) cannot, in many cafes, 
*' be obtained at all; and in ;z(? cafe, on reafona- 
^' ble and advantageous terras, excepting by inn 
^' intercourfe )vith t/ie United States of jimericay 
The whole paper goes on the fame principles, 
that the Britifh WefMndies are abfolutely at the 
mercy of the United States* 

'' The Britifh colonies of Canada, Nova-Scotia, 
^' and St. John, inftead of fupplying the Weft-In- 
*^.dia iflands with timber and provifions, have, upon 
^' a fair experience, been found, nearly at all times, 
^^ to confume their own produftions of thefe arti- 
^* dies ; and, upon fome occafions^ even to need a 
** fupply from their neighbours of the United 
** States.'* 

The contents of this memorial are fo pleafing as 
well as important, that one could wifh to have it 
framed in glafs, and hung up in every farmer's kitch- 
en in the country, as an invincible antidote againft the 
return of the federal mania of April and May, 1 79<^* 
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Every ftep of inveftigation difcovers more clearly 
the utter ign«)rarice, negligence, or corruption of 
his excellency John Jay. This envoy might have dic- 
tated his ov^n terms about the Weft-India trade^ 
yet it was in this very quarter that he confented to 
a ftipulation wrhich even the capaoious gulp oi our 
Senate could not, or durll not, fwallow. By the 
tw^elfth article, we were not to keep the Britifh 
iflands from ftarving by freighting any veflels larger 
th an feventy tons I 

*' Many obftacles ftand in the way of the Weft- 
India colonies, obtaining lumber and provifions 
" from Great-Britain, or any other country in Eu- 
" rope ; more particularly the precarious circum- 
" itances.of fuch a fupply ; its diftance in time of 
** emergency, and the perifiiable nature of the ar- 
•• tides of food, which forbids a provifion of large 
*' ftores fr9m a refc^urce fo remote ; and even were 
•' it pra(flical3le for the colonies to exift under a de- 
•* pendanceof theneceftaries of life and cultivation, 
" upon means fo > uncertain, yet the enormous ex- 
" pence of thofc means, particularly in refpeft ta 
*• lumber, muft prevent their cultivating their lands 
** to any beneficial purpofe either to themfelves, in 
•*the firft inftance, or finally to Great Britain. 

" The Britifh colonies have found, in an inter- 
*• courfe with the United States, a market for their 
•' luperfluous produce beyond the European con- 
" fumption, and particularly for the article of rum ; 
*• for which, atdifFereiit times, the European market 
** wouFd not afford the coft: of package and trant 
" port.'' 

Thus far we have about one-fourth part of the 
memorial. We now plainly fee that the more iflands 
which England conquered in the Weft-Indies, the 
more flie was dependant on this country, for their 
means of fubfiftence, for timber to build houfts, 
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for ftaves and heading, as likewife for taking off a 
great part of the Weft-Indian prqduftions that 
woilld not bear the expence of being -conveyed to 
Europe* The planters ai?d merchants proceed to 
complain heavily of the mode of intercourfe«ftien 
permitted between the continent and the iflands. 
It is difficult to do juftice to their ideas but in their 
own words. Here follows part of what they fay, 

** Since the fepai:a,tion of the United States from 
** Great Britain, their intercourfe with our iflands 
" having been reftrifted to Britifh vejj'els only^ the 
^' price of lumber and provifions at the Weft-India 
^' markets, under the moft favourable circumftaii- 
*' ces of peace and regular fupply, has arifen from 
*^ fifty to an hundred per cent/^ 

This, by the way, (hews the tyrannical fpirit of 
the Britifh government, and how every other pail 
of the empire is facrificed to thfe plan of aggrandi- 
zing the mother country. The memorial goes on 
. in thefe words. 

" The intercourfe, while confined to Britifh vef- 
•• fels, has, for various reafons, been principally 
•' carried on by a direft trade between the iflands 
•• and the United' States, in veffels conftrufted and 
•* fitted for the purpofe, which muft evidcttitlybave 
" the advantage over veflels employed in the circn- 
•' itous trade from Great-Britain ; as the laft could 
•* not be at once proper for the tranfport of lumber 
•' from America to thq iflands, and for that of pro- 
•* duce from the iflands of Great Britain j nor afford 
** means of barter in rum and molafles, nor be navi- 
** gated on equally advantageous terms with thofe 
•• finaller veflels, viior equally fuit their expedition 
** to the wants of the iflands and to the ftate of 
•• markets* 

** Upon the breaking out of a war with France, 
•• thefe finail and defenccleis veflels have either 
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'* fallen a prey to the enemy, or been employed in 
" other trades ; and this cannot be accounted a 
" circumftance accidental, or that admits of future 
** remedy ; fincc the nature of the intercourfe ia 
** queftion forbids an eftabliflunent of regular con- 
" voys to and ffooi all the iflands at fuch times as 
" may be fuited to their wants ; and the imraenfe 
" expence of outfit, feamen's wages, and infurance, 
*' 4ifcourage adventure in a trade attended with 
" luch- imminent rifl^, and which, if a fupply by 
"fuch means were even poffible, muftfwelltheex- 
" pence beyond thofe bounds which the cultivators 
"in thofe iflands can poflibly fupport/' 

There is next ftated the frequent and invincible 
necejffity which the governors of the Weft-India 
iflands find of opening their ports to American vefTels 
to prevent inftant ftarvation ; and yet provifions 
and other articles of iminmediate necejjity are {bme- 
times fold at three hundred per cent, beyond the 
average price. For this, and other reafons above 
ftated, ti^ey folicit a more extended intercqprfe 
with America. They reprefent the impoffibility 
of providing food from their lands, and the pecu- 
liar diftrefs under which tliey labour during the 
prefent war. ** Under fuch difadvantages aperfeve- 
" ranee in the prefent fyftem of their intercourfe 
^^ with America muflform an accumulation of bur- 
*' den, which will entirely preclude a fair competl- 
^^ tion with their rivals in cultivation, will flimu- 
" late and aflifl: the progrefs of cultivation in the 
" Dutch and Spanifh fcttlements, and immediatc- 
*' ly tend to the diftrefs and ruin of the inhabitants 
" of the Britifti Weft-India colonies, and of the 
^' numerous clafles of their fellow fubjefts in Great 
^' Britain and Ireland connefted with and depen-* 
*' dant upon them.'' 
The memorial alio ifeprefents the good policy 
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of "encouraging America to pGjfevere in her agri* 
cultural fyilera, and exprefles fears that the de- 
prefiion of her intercourfe with the iflands may have 
a tendency of driving her to manufaiftures. They 
add, '' our fyftem of exclulive pofTeffion of thofe be- 
*' nents has been found, in times of emergency, 
*' impraclicable, and the participation which, at 
^* fach times, we have granted to America, has 
*^ had neither the merit of a conceffion^with that 
^' country, nor the advantage of cfFediual relief te 
*' ourfelves/' 

It is needlefs to feek farther evidence of the Bi> 
tifli Weft-Indies exifting wholely at our good will; 
and how highly England values that part of her ac- 
quifitions appears from her folicitudc to extend them. 

In the debate, in parliament, about the beginning 
of 1796, on the bill for abolilhing the flavc-tradc, 
in the Houfe of Commons, Mr. Dundas ftated the 
imports from the Britifli Weft-Indies, in 1 795> to be 
as follows'; eight millions eight hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling; revenue arifing-^on this amount, 
one million fix himdred and twenty- four thoufand; 
/flipping employed in that trade, fixhitndred and 
fixty-four veffels ; tonnage, one hundred and fifty- 
three thoufand ; feamen eight thoufand ; exports 
from Great-Britain, to the Weft-Indies, in 1794? 
three millions feven hundred and forty thoufand 
pounds, employing feven hundred vefTels ; tonnage, 
one hundred and leventy-feven thoufand; feamen, 
twelve thoufand ; produce of the iflands imported 
to Britain and re-exported, thrie millions feven hun- 
dred thoufand pounds. 

On the loth of February, 1797, Mr. Parker, 
when defending the plan of building American fri- 
gates, obferved that, fince the beginning of the war, 
. not a (ingle Britifh ^^''eft-India flept had been home- 
Ward bound which thele fix frigatx^s were notftrong | 
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caaugh to have taken. Such was the known^tracl^ 
of the trade-winds that they were obliged to come 
ivithinjeven days Jailing of this coajl. The French 
were in the fame condition, fo that we might have 
been as formidable to either of thefe powers as AU 
giers is. ^ 

The flopping of this enormous trade mufl: have 
ruined the crerdit of Britain. She would not, there-r 
fore, have been hafty in declaring war againft the 
country, after th^ dreadful campaign of 1794- ^^ 
the xoth of February ofthatyejr" Dorchcfterhad, in- 
deed, made an addrefstotheIndians,wherein hella-* 
tedthepoflibility of a war, in the courieof the year, 
between England and the United States, But thi^ 
was, moft likely, a mere decoy for our executive. 
On the 26th of May following, Grenville and Dun- 
das denied, in Parliament, any knowledge of thi$ 
performance, They certainly lied, for they refu-? 
fed to produce a copy of Dorcheder's inftrucrions ; 
and, as Fox obferved in reply, his lordflup was not 
a perfon who would hazard fuch accxndutii without 
proper authority. This difavowal by Plindas ang 
Grenville fliews that they were afraid to acknow- 
ledge thefpeech; and that a rupture with the Uni-, 
ted States would have been regarded in the old 
country with univerfal reprobation., Gren cille evea 
pretended to deny the pofiitfility of fuch a harangue 
having ever been delivered. What an impoftor! 
But tliis agrees very well with the forgery of Boyd's 
Hamburg bills*. 

. Camillus, No. v, overlooks every circumftartce 
of this kind that fliews how much Pitt would have 

" * The fatellites of the minifter have about as much honour and 
honefty as himfelf. The Telegraph of the 30th of March, 1795, re- 
lates, that, on a late trial at Thetford, it came out that a member of 
Parliament pocketed three hundred pounds fterling a jcaj: for frank? 
Inj letters to a banking. houfe/ 
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been afraid of an American war. He tries to play 
upon our prudence and our fears* When fpeaking 
of the claim for negroes carried away by the Bri- 
tiili from New-York, at the end of the late war, 
he fays ^^ no confideration of honour forbid {Jor-- 
*' hade) the renunciation ; every calculation of in- 
** terelt invited to it. 1 he evils of war for one 
*' month would outweigh the advantage, if, at the 
" end of it, there was a certainty of attainment, 
** But was war the alternative? \es, war or dif- 
" gi-ace. — ^If nothing had refulted j^from Jay^s 
*' voyngc, he means,]) was there any choice but re- 
*' prifds? Should we not have rendered ourfelves 
'' ritliculous and contemptible in the eyes of the 
" whole world by forbearing them ?'* 

ThcnecelFity thatCamillus defcribcs did not ex- 
id ; though we have loit lefs by a fliabby ftate of 
peace, than we muft have done by a fuccefsful war. 
But wifdom would h?ve chofen a middle courfe. 
Jay might have addrefTed Grenville in tc^rms like 
thefe. *' You have wronged the United States in a 
^' variety of fliapes. Your offers of redrefs arc eva- 
*' five or infolent. VVefliall not declare war againft 
** you. There is a fhorter and a cheaper way. 
'^' America has no treaty of commerce with Eng- 
*' land. She cannot be accufed of breaking any, 
** by flopping the exportation of pix)vifions to your 
"^' W^ft-India iHands. We know that your fifty 
^* thoufand whites, and fivehundred thoufand blacks 
*^ cannot find bread or pork for their dinners, or 
^\ timber to build their houfes, or ftavcs for their 
** cafks, or even horfes or cattle, but by fending 
*V for them to our continent^ Befides large quan- 
*' titles of th^eir rum, we alio take feveral produo- 
^' tions that will not bear the expencc of a con- 
^^ veyance to Europe. This market they will for- 
^* fcit, and ninety days of an embargo in dur ports 
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^* will make them die of hunger as faft as your 
*' viftims on the glacis of Tanjore*. We (hall 
*' farther give notice to France that, for ready mo- 
^* ney, (he may get whatever fupplies flic can want, 
'^ on exporting them fn hsr own bottoms. If you 
*' wantonly proclaim hoftilities againft us, we fliall 
* ' folio wthe maxim of the Celtic chief, neither tojeek 
** the battle^ norfliun it when it comes'\. Twenty 
*' thoufand of our militia, would, in a few weeks, 
*^ drive yaur handful of regulars out of Canada, and 
'' you could not, at prefent, fpare a fleet or an army 
^' to recover it. We fliould thus put an end tp 
'' Indian wars, by tearing up the root fi'om whence 
'' they fpring. After driving Viftor Hughes out 
** of Guadaloupe, you might burn fome of our 
*' towns on the fea coafl:, as you did in the lafl: war. 
^' But then we fliall infallibly defl:roy your nine 
* ' millions fterling per annum of imports from the 
^' Weft-Indies, and the fixteen hundred thoufand 
*' pounds of revenue derived from them. This 
V would be a mortal ftroke to your finances, and 
*^ fb take your choice." 

In No XV. Camillus treats of the compcnfation. 
afforded by the feventh article of Jay's treaty for 
Britifli piracies on American commerce. Since the 
apoplexy of Brilifli paper the word compenfation 
. founds like mockery. But Camillus would have 
it believed that Pitt never intended the confifcation 
of our vefl!els. '' Thefe terms, legal adjudication^ 
*' were certainly not equivalent, upon any rational 
** confl:ruAion^ to condemnation. — Yet the Britifti 
" Wcfl:-India courts of admiralty appear tohavegc- 
** nerally afted upon the term as fynonimous to con- 
*^ demnatiou. — ^ThcBritifli cabinet have difavowed 
^^this conftruftion ofth® Weft-Jndia courts; anA 

^ See B^jrke on the crailirQis •£ the oabob^of J^x^ou t FingiL. 
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** have, as we have feen, by a fpecial aft ©f intet-* 
*' ference, bpeneda door/'&Ci 

The ftile of Mr* Hamilton is fo prolix, he has 
fuch fldll at beating out his guinea into an ax:re of 
goldleaf*^ that it is inconvenient to quote him at 
fall length. But he means to have it underftoodj 
that the Weft-India judges afted againftthe under- 
ftanding and wiflies of Pitt* The latter muft have 
been a very great blockhead^ if he could not write 
a dozen intelligible lines, efpecially on a fubjeft of 
fuch immenfe importance- But every man^ Camil-» 
lus and tiie tories excepted, can fee at oncethe bot- 
tom of the ftoryi The objeft was to fcize Ame- 
rican rtiipping for the treble purpofe of enriching 
the Englilh, of humbling America, and diftrefUng 
France* Yet the orders Were to bedratVn in a fliuf-^ 
fling form, that Pitt j if he fliould afterwards find it 
iadvifeable to difowi> them, .as he did Dorchefter's 
inftruftions, might have a chink to creep through* 
We may be fure that judges^ and officers of the na- 
Vy4 kS:€d from a perfefl: acquaintance with Pittas re- 
al intention ; and, when colonel Hamilton tries to 
Jjerfuade us of the Contrary, it is only adding infult 
to robbery. When the objeft had been Attainedj 
it was very eafy for Pitt to deny his orders. In a fu- 
ture chapter fliall be inferted a regular hiftory of 
the whole of thefe inftruftions. A fecond fet was 
J)ubii{hed by the cabinet of Lotidon on the 8th of* 
January, 1794. They were very little better than 
the firfti A former edition, juft about as bad, had 
been ifTuedon the 8th of June, 1793, under which 
ialfo fome bucaneering Was committed. Thus the 
court of London a(flcd upon a fyftem, and it was 
very wrong in Camillus to caft the blame on the 
judges in the Weft-Indies. As for the above doof 

• This can reall;^ be done* 
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that has been opened^ it cofts two hundred and fifty * 

pounds fterling to get in. Divine juftice never dis- 
played itfelf more fplendidly than by the chaftifement 
of Britifh pride. Since the ftorming of the Baf- . J 

tile, the moft aufpicious event in the annals ofEu- ' 

rope is the fall of the bank of England. 

Among the inflammatory topics of the federal 
party, no one has had a more powerful cfFeft than 
the attempt of Gep^t to involve this country in 
hoftilities with England. ^Fhe force of the objec- 
tion fliall be admitted ; but any other envoy, fitua- 
ted like Genet, would have rejoiced in fecuringthc 
alliance of America^ Thii was the very part which 
Dr. Franklin afted at the court of France ; and 
the ultimate confequences of his miflion overturn- 
ed the French monarchy. Nothing, therefore, can 
be more impenetrably ftupid than to advance, as 
Mr. Hamilton and his hacks conftantly do, this de- 
fign of involving us in an Englifli war, as a charge 
of peculiar atrocity againft Genet and the republic. 
This was the very path formerly purfued by the 
United States ; and it would, under llmilar circum- 
ftances, have been attempted by any nation or any 
ambaflador under heaven. This identical trap had 
been laid by the old Congrefs and Franklin for the 
French cabinet, fo that it was perfe^ftly natural for 
Prance to endeavour at obtaining a retaliation* 
While Genet muft be condemned, Mr. Hammond 
Was equally culpable.' His perfidious and infolent 
propofal to Mr. Randolph, previous to the Vatifi- 
tlon of Jay's treaty*, was more affronting to the 
executive feelings, if any fuch feelings exifted, 
than the moft frantic menaces uttered by Ge- 
ndt. A compliance by General Wafhington would 
have caft him completely into the lee-way of th^ 

• Americao Annual Rcgiftcr, ch»p. viii. 
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Britifii jLtnbafTador. The pofTeflion of fuch a fecret 
mull have been of immenfe value to the Britifh 
cabinet. It would have been a rudder by which 
our executive muft have fleered wherever Ham- 
xnond chofe to lead him ; for its difcovery was 
fure to have interred even the popularity of Wafh- 
ington. If this difgraceful projeft had come from 
Genet, the Gazette of the United States would have 
played a weekly tune upon that fiddle to the end 
^f this century. But, originating \i^ith Pitt, not a 
iinglc word will be heard about it from the fede- 
ral prcffes, 

Mr. Wafhington has made an uncommon parade 
about the impartiality of his conduft between 
France and England. As the former laved him from 
the chance of aicending a grbbet, to wliich he had 
been deflined by the Parliament of Britain^ he can- 
not derive much honour from an utter oDliviou of 
his political obligations. But the faft is, that iie 
has preferred Britain to France. This will appear 
from what follows. 

In 1793, when Genet came here, he was direft- 
cd, by his inftruJlions, to open negociations for a 
commercial treaty. They direft him to tell the 
American government that the executive council 
^' are inclined to extend the latitude of the propo- 
^^ fed cormnsrcial treaty." Another idea was to 
break np the colonial and monopolizing fyftems of 
all nations, and emancipate the new world. Camil- 
las, No. xxiv. calls tlie latter a madjcheme and apo- 
litical chimera. Thefe exprelfions betray Mr. Ha- 
milton's general caft of thinking. His feelings arc 
io perfeifliy Britifii, and monarchical, that it feems 
inconceivable how he ever came to fight, as hedid^ 
for the American revolution. Mexico and Brafil 
are juft as well entitled to freedom as New- York 
andPennfyivania^ Their em^ancipation woald be 
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an immenfe benefit both to the inhabitants of thofe 
countries themiclves, and to mankind at large, S0 
far from being cliimerical, the event is probable*; 
and it would thrill with joy the heart of evei^ maa 
who is not tompletely petrified againll the pleafurc 
of feeing his fellow creatures happy. In the lafl: 
age, Camillus would have * defended the divine 
right of kings. In England, he would vindicate the 
Guinea trade, as in America he fighs over the me- 
mory of the Baftile ; while John Jay^ and Rufus 
King, and Jcdidiah Morfe, and the whole priefthood 
of Connecticut, heave rcfponfive notes of forrowt. 
Were thefe regions of the new world independent^ 
a rapid influx of the precious metals would pour 
into this country ; and Mr. Hamilton's bank of the 
United States might then be able, upon a month's 
warning, to give hard dollars for onc-fbrtleth part 
of the notes which it hath in circulation. So far 
from fuch an ©mancipation being chiinerical, it is 
next to certain of taking place. If the French do 
not atchieve this great event, the tide of federal 
population^ rolling weftwai^d, will begin it in lefs 
than a century. 

Returning to Preiident "Wafhington and Genet, 
we obferve that the former refufed to enter into 
any treaty, becaufe the Senate were not fitting at 
the time when the French envoy made the propo- 

* The French had actually prepare<l a manifefto intituJedi Let Fran^ 
pjfe Libresle leurs freres de la Louisiane. In one place they fay, 
*^ Lc defpotifme Efpagnol a furpaiTe en atrocite, en ftupidire tou$ 
*' les defpotifms connus/* [Spaniih flefpotifm exceeds all others ia 
atrocity and ftupidity.] ** Ce government qui a rendu le nom Ef- 
*« pagnol execrable fur tout le continent de rAmerique.'*— [This go^ 
▼einment^which has rendered the Spanifti name execrable over tho 
vtholc continent of America, &c.J Such orators would foon have 
found an audience. 

+ The reverend doflorhas a pulpit at Charlcftown, in Maffachu* 
fctts. A mob in that place burnt the Britifh treaty. Their pailor» 
bearing what was going on, halted into the ftreet to prcvcm them, 
lie prefently returned |0 his houic Vi'uh a black eye. 
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fal. Yet, in the following fpring, while the Senate 
were in fefiion^ and without evei' once confulting 
them, did this identical George Wafhington take 
John Jay from the bench of the Supreme Court of 
this country, and fend him to England, where, as 
we all know, he made a treaty. It was inipoffrblc 
for the French to avoid being affronted at fuch du- 
plicity. They could no longer put truft in a man 
capable of fuch naked inconfiftency. Here is infer* 
ted evidence of the faft, 
'^ The Senate being I 
^' then in recefs, and not | " Senate 
^' to meet again till the 
'' fall, I apprifed Mr, 
*' Genet, that the parti- 
*' cipation, in matters of 
^^ treaty^ given by the 
^^ conftitution to that 
^' branch of our govern- 
^' ment, would, of 
^' couirie, delay any de- 
"*' finitiVe anfwer to his 
^' friendly propofition. 
"As he >yas fenfible of 
'^ this cii^xumftance, the 
'' matter has been under- 
" flood tib lie over, till 
" the meriting of theSe- 
" nate.-r-'The Prefident 
*^ will ra eet them (the^ 
'*' executive of France), 
^' as foon-;as he can do it 
^' in the forms of the con- 
" ftitution*/' 

* See a krtter from Mr. JefFerfon, then Secretary of State, to Mr* 
Morris, dat^;' Augoft 23, 1793, in The Ffefidend Meffage^ &C, C«' 
cey*8 edition^ p. 88. 

+ Journal* of Congrcfs, April 1 6> 1 794^ 
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The Prefident's meflTage is of confiderable length,, 
jbutthe few words above quoted contain its eflencc, 
In the left hand column he fays, that he cannot en- 
ter into any negociatlon for ^ treaty tilj the meet-? 
ing of the Senate. No words can be ^plainer or 
ftronger than thofc which he employs, The oppofitQ 
Qolumn fpeaks an oppofitc language, . It is ungene- . 
rous to triumph over the ruins of declining fame* 
Upon this account, not a wprd more (hall be fai4 ^ 

about the matter. The bare circumftances' fuperr J 

cede any attpmpt either to exaggerate or demon- . j 

ftratc. Nothing but the neceffity of explanation 
could have, at ail, brought the fubjefl- forward. l| 

While this fhcet was going to prcfs, (i6th May, 
1 797?) Prefident Adams has delivered a ipeech at the * 

opening of the firft felfion of the fifth Congrefs, 
He fays that '^ the conduft of the government has 
*' been juft and impartial to foreign nations." 
With refpeft to France, what has been above cite4 
refules the aflertipn. The fpeech confifts entirely 
of a complaint againft the republic. It forpas a kind 
of poftfcript to Pickering's letferto Pinckney, Not 
^ word efcapes the Prefident about Britifli piracy, ' 
which continues to expand in full bloflbm,, The ve-^ 
ry day before this fpeech was pronounced, the Phi- 
ladelphia Gazette contained ^ curious example of 
the relative amity of France and EnglancJ/ The* 
French had carried about fixteen American vefTel? 
into Jean Rabel. The Britifh .cut out thefe veflels, 
and it was expefted that they would be fent to Ja- 
maica for trial. . There can be no doubt of their 
being tried foraewhere ; and the chance is, that 
luoft, if not the whole^ of them will be confifcated. 

When Mr. Munroe, had his farewell audience of 
the executive direftory, Barras glanced with con- 
tempt at the Britifti treaty, and the Britifli interef^ 
by whicli it had been brought about • Mr. Adaji>? 
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has muilered up this into an alarming infutt agalnft 
*our country, and an attempt to fbw domeftic dif- 
fcnfion. He reprobates fiich a ftyle in the bittereft 
terms, as *' fludioufly marked with indignities to- 
** wards the government of the United States. It 
*• evinces a dLifpofition to feparate the people of the 
*• United States from the government ; topeiluacte 
** them that they have different affections, princi- 
*• pies, and interefts, from thofe of their feUow- 
/* citizens, and thus to produce divifions fatal to 
** our peace/* 

This fpeech does not come within the period at 
figned to theprefent volume ; but it fojmsa branch 
of the plan already explained for provoking a 
French war. A cafe exaAly fimilar to this of Bar- 
ras and Munroe happened, fome years ago, be- 
tween lord Grenville and Thomas P^nckney. The 
former mentioned to the latter, in the moft overbear 
ring manner, the infJuence of a jacobin faftion in 
America. Choifeul or Neckar would not have up- 
braided an Englirti envoy with the riots excited by 
John Wilkes or George Gordon. If the Americaa 
executive of 1793, bad felt even the moft glim- 
mering fpark of national dignity, the infult wouM 
have been refented. If Pinckney himfelf |iad bcicn 
penetrable by reproach, he would, have cut Gren- 
ville fhort. '' My lord,** he might have faid, *^ Eng- 
^' land has neiany jacobins. Scotland has perhaps a 
^* ftill larger. proportion^ and tl*e number is hourly 
*• augmenting. The Irifh are « jacobin nation. They 
•** arc as ripe for a revolution, as a peach ever was 
*• for dropping. Confine your fblicltude to them, 
^* and leave us to get rid, as quietly as we can, of 
** yoiir correfpomlent, Alexander Hamilton, and 
^' his funding cancer of fix per cent/* 

Mr. Pinckney pocketed the ftigma. He fent 
home the precious notice of a jacobk £a<^iQP ^ 
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Amarica. The executive, proud of fuch a corro- 
boration to his own doftrine, fent it to Congrefs ;. 
and the letter was read to the Houfe of Reprefen- 
tatives without one murmur of difiJain, That 
Pinckney fhould have endured foch mockery was 
bad. That General Wafliington fhould have trans- 
ferred the indignity to his own fhoulders, without 
any muttering, was a great deal worfe. The abjeft 
lilehce of the reprefentatives, when the paper was 
read, betrayed an equal exthnJlion of any formidk- 
,blc fpirit. 

Barras could not have wifhcd for a better prece- 
dent in his fpeech to Munroe. The etiquette of 
federal degradation had been eftablifhed at London^ 
It had been approved by the Preiident and Congrefs. 
Barras, witji a thoufand reafons for refentment,. 
while Grenville had not one, was highly cxcufabic 
for giving us a repetition of the dofev 

The Prefident affefts to briftle up at the mention 
of American parties. He knows that there are fuch^ 
and an allufion to them was not Jeparating the peo^ 
pie from the government. The Britifti treaty was 
fqueezed through the Senate by a party of twenty 
againft a party of ten ; Sind two of the former, on 
account of their perfonal charafters, would hardly 
be admitted as evidences in a court of juftice*. In 
the Houfc of Reprefentatives the treaty efcaped by 
a fingle vote. Every fecond number of Camillus 
reprefents America as full of defperate incendiaries •^ 

• Extra£l from thejoarnals of the Kentucky Iegiflatore>Novcro* 
bcr 2i> 1795. ** On motion> rcfolrcd; that a committee ought to 
•* be appoirvted to draught a memorial to Congrefs, fetting^fortb 
« thatHuMPHREY Marshall, one of our Senators from thi» 
" flate, ha« been publicly charjged with being guilty oi perjury y and 
•* requcfting that an invcftigation may be made on the fubjeft, afid 
<« that, if the fed be fufficiently proved, he ought to be expelle* 
<« from the Senate. And a committee was appointed," &c» 

Of Mr« Gtin»| fome notice hftth already bee^ taken* 
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The Gazette of the United States is an egg hatched 
under the very wing of the Senate. It produces t 
conftant fb-eam of inveAive againft the republic,^ 
and againfl: evtry man in this country who has ap-^ 
proved of the French revolution. On the part of 
Barras the farcafra was perfeflrly fair.- We had no 
right or pretence to complain about it. 

The Houfe of Reprefentatives have fet out with 
a direfl: breach of one of their {landing rules^ 
This is that ''in ALI4 cafes where others than mem- 
*' bers of the houfe are eligible, there fliall be m 
*' prfuruious nomination J\ 

The propriety of adopting this rule will be 
happily illuftrated by a recent circumftance, which 
6ccurred within the walls of that houfe. In the 
fecond feffion of the third Congrefs^ Mr. Sedgwick 
prefented a petition from a per (on who wanted to be 
appointed as their ftiort hand^ writer* It w^as aftei^ 
wards known that this man* had, fometime before, 
been publicly tried at Baltimore, and baniflied, as 
a receiver of Jiolen goods* Had a ftenographcr 
been, at that time, chofen by ballot^ Mr. Sedgwick 
might have probably brought himfelf into the dilerat 
ma of vQting for this hone/i candidate. Such an 
inftance has^ to be fure, nothing to do with the 
fuccefsful candidate in the elcftion here referred to } 
but it (hews what may fall within the chapter of pol^ 
Abilities. 

Mr. Giles urged the juftice of naming the candi* 
dates beforehand, that gentleman might have an 
opportunity of balancing, in their own minds, the 
tnerit of each. This looked like fairnels. Th6 
propofal was refified by Dr. William Smith of 
South-Carolina. That ftate hath, in the fifth Con- 
grefs, fent two members of the fame name and 

V * David Hogan, editor of the Statc-Tiials of Pcnnfylvaniai 
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liirnanlc. The one here meant is the writer of 
Phocion's letters. This is the tnan who difpatch- 
ed pilot boats, while Congrels met at New-York, to 
Charlefton. The objeft of this maritime cmbafTy 
was to buy up continental certificates 4 They were 
obtained at eighteen pence or half a crown per pound. 
They were then fundqd by the doftor at twenty 
fliillings. By afpecial aft of Congrefs^ to which he 
gave h is vote^ an hundred and twenty or an hundred 
and fifty thoufand dollars of his precious commo- 
dity w6re transferred from the public flocks into 
the ftock of the bank of the United States. There 
the Doftor draws eight per cent* of intereftfor the 
nominal anwunt of a fum of which the principal 
originally coft him but ten per cent. In plainer 
words, he advanced as it were ten dollars to ferve 
his courttiy, and, by various' fteps, he now draws 
an yearly intereft for them, at the moderate rate of 
eight dollars. A nation cannot help flourifliing, 
when under the aulpices of fuch a dijlnterejled le- 
giflator. 

The point in view, by the breach of the above ftan* 
ding rule, was, to remove Mr. John Beckley from 
his office as Clerk of Congrefs^ an office which he ha» 
held ever fince theoperation of the new government* 
There was not a member in the houfe, who could, 
even in the finalleft degree, impeach his of*- 
ficial Gonduft* This made itneceflary to exclude 
him by ^filent vote. The motion was carried by 
forty-one voices againft forty. Mr. Beckley may 
now, like Sully, find leifure to write an hiftory of 
the abominations to which he has been a witnefs. 
His talents are equal to thetafk, and he cannot ren- 
der America a more important fervice. 

From what has been faid about the fale of cer- 
tificates, it is not inferred that every purchafcr 6f 
fccm, at an inferior price, afted diftioncftly. Ne 
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cei:tamty cxifted of their being funded hy the new 
government, and much lefs of their being ftindcd 
at the fall nominal value. It*was a lottery where* 
of no one could tell the proportion of priies; The 
blame in fpeculating relied entirely with thofe mem- 
bers of Cdngrefs who bought up the certificates at 
a cheap rate, with the view of thcreaft^ voting 
for their being funded at the full price ; or who 
gave fuch a vote .with an eye to fubfequent pur- 
chafes. Amongother defctSisof the new government, 
one was that the Houfe of Reprefentalivei? confided 
cffily of fixty-five members. This number was too 
finally and twenty^ joined together, by the facred 
bond of paper-jobbing, were next to certain of car- 
rying any point about which they were anxious* 

On the ift of January, 1790, this domeftic debt 
•mounted, in principal and intcreft, to forty milli- 
ons, two hundred and fifty^fix thou fan d dollars** 
A majority of each houfe voted for funding the 
wSole mafi at its nominal value. How many mil- 
lions belonged to themfelves cannot be afcertainei 
until the arrival of that day, which is to difcloft 
all human lecrets. Thus did the nation fuffer a do- 
*en or perhaps thirty {peculators to fit as judges , 
upon their own job. 

A member of Congreft might, on this occafion, 
be very fitly compared to an attorney whom you 
fend into court to make the beft compofition that 
be can with your juft creditors. They had heard 
^f.youf being partly infolvent, and ofl^er to tranl^ 
fer their claims fonan eighth part of their nominal 
toiount. It is the bufinefs of yoiir agent to take 
advantage of this junfture ; inftead of which he 
clandeftinely buys up all thofe debts againfl: yo^i 
«t the reduced price, for which his funds afford 

* Gallatin^ p, g6» 
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him ability. To ffc'elter himfelf in a croud, he en* 
courages other adventurers to buy up all the re- 
maing debts againft you in the fame way. He them 
comes forward, in name of himfelf and his aC- 
fociates, and compels you to give a mortgage for 
forty miUipQS of dollars, when be could, in reali- 
ty, have rid you of the whole fum for five milli- 
ons. You would not think that fuch an attorney 
had difcharged his tru^ with fidelity. You never 
would employ him again. It is even pofllble that he 
might be turned out of his profeffion. Within the 
laft twenty years, Mr. Alexander M^Kenzie, an at- 
torney at Edinburgh, was employed to f^U an es- 
tate. At the time and place publicly appointed, 
no purcbafer appeared, and Mr. M'Kcnzie bought 
it up in Ixis own name. Several of his brethren^ 
men above being fulpefted of coUufion, attended 
the whole tranfaftion, and gave evidence that they 
had no jealouiy of unfair dealing. The price it- 
felf, though alledged to be fomewhat low, was n^ 
much under the mark. Yet the Court of Seflion 
declared that no fa<ftor could buy and fell at the 
fame time. They reverfed the bargain, and the 
houfe of peers confirmed their decree. But, iif 
Mr* M^Kenzie had been direftcd to buy an eftate 
at its market price of two thoufand five hundred 
pounds, and if he had firll procured it for himfelf^ 
and thereafter forced his client to pay twenty thou- 
fand pounds for it*, his gown would have been 
torn from <his fhoulders. The firft glance from 
tlie bench would have announced the annihilation 
of his fchcme. 

Of the above forty millions of dollars, a fmal! 
paft was funded at only three per cent, though with 

• This proportion of one to eight is laid down by Mr. Galhtia 
IS the cnedium difference between the market pricci aad the fufl 
AiQeant at v^hich the certificates were funded* 
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the profpeft of certain advantaged, needlefs here tt 
be explained, which were fuppofed to place it 
on a level in value with the remainder of the debt. 
Another part, though but a finall one, wa§^ funded 
in name of original creditors, the men. with pal- 
fies and rheumatifms caugut on board of the Old 
Jerley, with wooden legs and weather-beaten fat:es, 
whole very looks are difguftingtp dLfrht^d of order. 
Tliefe heroes promoted, an American revolution, 
when we were fifty times lefs heavily taxed than 
any other fubjefts of the Britifh crown* They 
began a rebellion when its expence, for a finglc 
week, exceeded the value of all the taxes that Eng- 
land ' had either got or alked for the preceding 
twenty years. Hunc tu Romane caveto. After 
fuch doings, they are unfit to be trufted undersany 
governments 

For the fake of round numbers, ahd to be con- 
Cderably under the faft, fuppofe thatqnly twenty 
four millions of dollars, out of the above forty, had 
been funded in the name of pur chafers at half a 
crown per pound. The intereft, at fix ]^ct cent. 
comes to fourteen hundred and forty thoufand dol- 
lars per annum. If this fura had remained in the 
pockets of thofe who pay it, we fhould have been 
faved from many of the burdenfome taxes which 
are lb heavy on the inhabitants of the fea-port 
towns ; and more or lefs fo upon every part of the 
country. Again, thofe traders or manufafturers, 
who pay fuch taxes, muft always add more than the 
net addition, to indemnify themfelves for the trou- 
ble which attends it, as well as for the advance of 
money*. The enormous dearth of labour mwft 
partly be deduced from this caufe, and it produces, 
in an hundred different ways, inconvenience and 

* This bircumftance has been fully c?:plaincd; and proved in T^t 
Folitkal Progre/s of Britain. 
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feackwardnefs Jto all forts of bufinefs. The ex* 
pence of colietfHng or borrowing the money forms 
alfo a £criou$ item i and all thefe together, make 
a real lofs to the public, by thefe twcnty-fbur mil- 
^ lions of dollars, not mei^ely ^f fourteen hundred 
and forty thouland dollars, but of at leafl: three 
millions. This equals the whole principal fum 
that the buyers of the twenty-four millions advan- 
ced. Thus nominally we pay about fifty per cent, 
but in reality, at the loweft, an hundred per cent* 
of intereft for the fum truly given before hand. 

The common body of creditors muil have been 
very glad to fee fix millions of dollars 1 his would 
have doubled their principal and made a very fnug 
adventure. Judging by the ftatute of limitations^ 
and other defperaie leaps of congreflional econpnTy, ' 
we may be perfeftly fure that other creditors would 
not have got one fixpeneemore than they really ad- 
van-ced, if it had not beep to ierveas a fcrcen for 
the full gratification of Camillus and his myrmi- 
dons. They have ever fince been conffantly ha- 
ranguing the public about confpiracies. The peatejh 
^ rogue always turns king*s witnejs^ fays the proverb. 
Nothing, fince the new conftitution, has, within an 
hundred degrees, as much the appearance of a con- 
fpiracy as this certificate bufinefs, unlefs, perhaps, 
the uproar which forced Cqngrefs . to -ratify the Bri- 
ti(h treaty. 

This was the dawning fcene of that govei^nment 
whofe wifdom and virtue have refounded through 
the four quarters of the globe. The annals of an- 
cient or modern finance record not a more deform- 
ed tranfaftion. In the black luxuriance of Roman 
rapine, a more pregnant field never exercifed the 
ferocious contempt of Claudian, or the majeflicfe- 
verity of Juvenal. If imperial Rome could boafl 
0f her Scjanus, and Byzantium of her Rufinus, the 

R 
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the future hiftorian of federal glory, may tt^itCA 
the tints of his canvas, and refreih the verdure of 
his laurel, by the congenial namels of Hamilton * 
and of Smith. 



CHAPTER IV. 



Britifk piracies on American fiiipping in 1 79 6. — Cafe 
oftbejchoonerjohn. — OfCapt. Samuel Greetry-* 
Britifli privateers built in the United States, — 
Skirmi/fi in Port yererr^ie between the Americans 
andCapt. Reynolds. — Impre[fments by the Severn^ 
the Hermoine^ and the Regulus. — Twelve A?72eri'' 
cans whipt. — Cafe of the brig Fanny. — Ofthefliip 
Bacchus. — The Swallow. — The^ Par agon. *-^Thc 
Volupias, — The Lydia.^-*-The Hannah.^^Fray at 
Liverpool ; and rout of aprejs-gang. — The Friend- 
flip. — The Ocean. — Letter from Samuel Bayard. — 
The brig Polly. — Vigilance of the American, to- 
nes. — The fiamiah of Baltimore. — The flip Di- 
ana^ of New-Tor k^ — The ftiipP oily ^ Captain Mayo. 

MR. BACHE has compiled two volumes of 
fpeeches on Jay's treaty^ which were made 
in the Houfe of Rcprefentatives of Congrefs, in 
fpring, 1796. It would have been a Icrvice of ftili 
more confequence to this country, if he had re- 
printed a coUeftion of the various narratives of 
Britifti piracy on American velTels in the Weft-In- 
dies, This monument of bucanneering might have 
ferved as an ufeful curb to national vanity, and 
have.taught us, if not quite incurable on that fide, 

• Exdfe has gone down in other ^g^ttfries^ and it SHALL go dtywn in. 
Ah. Thefe were the words of Caraillus, then Secrerary of the 
Treafury, to Mr« Iffuic Jcmesi of Philadelphia^ whea coofuhed about 
thcfnuffa^. 
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to apprehend the meannefs of our prefent maritime 
condition. The devaftation has been going on, with 
different degi^ees of violence, fince the fummer of 
1793. A complete account of thefe piracies would 
very far exceed our prefent limits. A few exam- 
ples are here felefted from the mafs ; and begin-* 
ning with the eai^ly part of the year 179^ ; feveral 
mifcellaneous anecdotes and obfervations being oc- 
cafionally interfperfed. 

A Salenvnewfpaper, of March 8th, mentions the 
arrival of the fchooner John, captain Philip Saun- 
ders, from Jamaica. While he lay there, an Eng- 
lifh officer and five men, from a floop of war, came 
on board to imprefs his crew. Only one of them 
happened to be on board, befides the mate and' a 
boy. The reft were on flioreon bufinefs. The gang 
took the failor. On being told that he was an Ame- 
rican^ they replied that they knew this, but wanted 
men, and would have them, whatever might be the 
confequence. Captain Saunders went on board of 
the floop of war, to reclaimfliisfeaman. The com- 
mander told him to go back to his own vclTely make 
out his account of the wages due to the hand, and 
fend them and his clothes to the floopl In cafe of 
norr-compliance, he was threatened with a flogging. 
Whether he obeyed this order, we are not told. 
The reft of the crew were fecreted on (hore by the 
captain, for ten days, till the floop of War failed, a§^ 
her declared defign was to imprefs the whole. Du- 
ring this time, the fchooner lay expofed to the 
weather, as well as the infults of the floop of war^ 
without any perfon to take care of her, except the 
captain, his mate, and the boy. The floop's crew 
confifted of eighty-feven men.. Of thefe, thirty-five 
were faid to be Americans, who had been imprelFed 
in the Weft-Indies. Such, at the diftance of twenty 
xnGoxths, was the fuccefs of jay^s appeal to ii^.tmag-^ 
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nanimity of George Giielph, and of his kifling the 
hand of " the meat, drink, fnufF, and diamond- 
" loving dame/' Captain Saunders further inform- 
ed, that fcveral vellels belonging to the foutherij 
ftates, were lying at Jamaica, when he left it, with- 
out f.^amen to navigate them home. The crtfws had 
heen imprefled. 

The fame poft brought an article from the Mi- 
nerva, which is in admirable unifon with the pre- 
ceding narrativ^. An entertainment had been given, 
a few months before, at Amfterdam, where, "^^^c 
*' portrait of our beloved Wafhington, was exhi- 
*' ted as the chief decoration of the room." Web- 
fter tlien gives a long rhapfbdy, pronounced by 
Ibme Dutchman, on the Prelident, *' As a Cato in 
^' council ; a Caefar in the field ; a Hercules in the 
*' political tempeft ; the fcourge and admiration of 
•' proud Albion ; Columbia's bulwark,'' Sec. &t. 
Mynheer fhould rather have faid the jofling-block of 
proud Albion, from which flie vaulted Into the fad- 
die of fea-robbery ; for now, fince the mountain 
of compenfation hath been happily brought to bed 
of its moufe, all parties muft, in their hearts, agree, 
that, from the day when Jefferlbn left bis office*, 
our Britifh concerns could tiot have been more 
wretchedly managed than they aftually have been. 
If Hercules had permitted Cacus to keep his ftolcn 
oxen, the infertion of his name would have been 

more intelligible. As foV Caefar and Cato ^butit 

is needlefsto tread upon imbecility* 

Early, as it feems, in the year 1796, captain Sa- 
muel Green made a voyage from Norfollc, in Virgi- 
nia, to Martinico. He had the command of a faft- 
lailing fchooner, of thfee bundrttd barrels burden, 
and carried a cargo for the Britiflf at that ifland. 

*: The ift pf January, 1 794* 
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On his arrival, the confignee fliew^d him a bill of 
fale of the veflel, and told him, that he was no 
longer mafter, becaufc the fchooner was bought for 
the Britijh government^ and to be fitted out as a 
privateer. If captain Green chofe to remain on 
board, he was told that he might have eiiftployment. 
This offer he refufed. Several of the failors were 
impreffed by the BritiOi. Others were enticed to en- 
ter as volunteers in the different Ihips. This was 
the treament which other American crews, in the 
fame trade, met with as well as his. Thefe priva- 
teers, when thus fitted out, were to intercept our 
fhippingin their way to the Weft-Indies. Thus the 
United States fiirnifhed privateers and feanien for 
the deftruiTtion of their own commerce. This is 
one proof, among many^ of the indifference of 
Ibme American owners to the perfonal f^fety of 
their failors. Captain Green arrived from Marti- 
ni co at Baltimore, about the 14th of March, 1796. 
He related the above particulars to polonel Low- 
ry of that town, who gave them for«*pubHcatioa 
to the author. Put the cafe, that a merchant of 
Liverpool were to freight a vefTel for Calais or Pe- 
terfburg, with the previous but concealed certain- 
ty before him, that the (hip was to be fold, the 
captain turned adrift without warning, and the 
crew to be feduced or preffed into the I^uffian or 
the French ferv ice. The attefted recital of fuch 
a faft would make the owner completely odious to 
the public. But, in this country, a feries of fuch 
tranfaftions does not excite the fmalleft emotion, 
or even gittention. About twenty-five years ago, 
an Engltfh failor at Dantzic, was entrapped by a 
recruiting party, belonging to the late king of PruJP- 
fia. The man got a letter conveyed to England, 
and though Frederic poffefTed, in all its vigour, 
the faculty of retention, yet be found it neceflanr 
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to give Jack his freedorxi. The ftory was printed 
in the Englifh newfpaperis, and became, for a (hort 
-time, a topic o-f converfatioD.^ Comparje this fen- 
fibility to national rights, with the feififh American 
apathy^ and fay which of the two countries has the 
greateft appearance of being enlightened* 

A newfpaper of this city^ of the 15th of March, 
1796, contained a narrative fubfcribed by Jacpb 
Peterfbn, mafter of the floop Polly , of Philadelphia. 
He fays that, on the 29th of January^ 1796, he ar- 
rived at cape Nicola Mole, where he had fcarccly 
caft anchor, when the Syren, a BritiQi fixty-four,, 
. preflcd one of his beft ieamen. On the 31ft, he 
failed for Jeremie. While he remained in that 
port, about nine o'clock in the evening, of the 9th. 
of February, captain Reyn€>lds, of the Harriot, a 
Britifh armed (hip in goverament fervice, manned 
This boat and prelTed fev^ral American feamen from 
differenl: Ihips in the harbpur. He began with the 
flbip Carolina, of Baltimore, captain Luftier. 

Next day, Reynolds, when on fhore, fwore that 
he would that night make a fweep among the Ame- 
ricans. The latter, hearing of this threat, aflem- 
bled themfelves into two veffels that lay in the har- 
bour, one of tjbem the brig Richard and James of 
Philadelphia, and the other the fcHooner Eliza of 
Baltimore. About nine o'clock in the evening, a 
boat full of armed men was obferved coming fi'om 
the Harriot towards the Eliza* She was hailed and 
enjoined to keep her diftance. Reynolds caufed 
his men to fire. ' This was returned ; and, after 
fbmetime, the boat went off. She cameiback with 
a frefti fupply of men, and again found i1%rudent 
to retire. The people in the Eliza then went on 
board of the Richard and James. Reynolds went 
oa (hore^ obtained a reinforcemt^ and came back 
to a third aflault. Finding the Eliza deferted he 
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gave up the attempt. In this conteft, the BritiCh 
faid that they had feventeen men killed or wqun-^ 
ded. The Americans had one killed, and one 
wounded. 

The above account, as to what happened at port " 
Jeremie, was almoft immediately confirmed by the 
arrival of captain Webb, of the brig Nymph. Cap- 
tain Webb added, that the Americans had prefented 
a petition to the commandant at Jeremie, admiral 
Murray, for the recovery of their imprefled men, 
and fatisfaftion for the behaviour of . Reynolds. 
Murray anfwercd, that he had given no orders for 
the imprefs, and that he%vould ufe his influence t6 
get the men reftored ; but, when captain Webb left 
Jeremie, there was no appearance of that taking 
place. The anfwer of Murray was mere mockery. 
Reynolds darft not have fired a piftol againft the 
real inclination of the admiral. A Britifh officer, 
in the river Thames, durft no more imprefs a fea- 
man without orders, than he durft fet fire to the 
city. For the bare lofs of fo many men, indepen- 
dent of other circumftances, he would have been 
called to a moH fevere account, even at Jeremie, 
unlefs he had-afted by exprefs orders, or conniv- 
ance. * 

On this affair, Webfter has .a curious para- 
graph*. In fpite of his Britilh penfion, it was ne- 
ceflary to fave appearances, by faying fomething 
about it. Accordingly heobferves, that, *' hei-eto- 
*' fore, this villainous 'bafinefs has been juftified 
'* under the pretence, that the men were Britifli 
*' fubjeiSls, and indeed this has often been tJiefaH; 
*' but thefe lawlefs fellows noin openly, and avow- 
" edly take Americans/' The heretofore infinuat^ 
an intrutU j becaufe, from the beginning, multi- 

• Mincrraj March 171 1796, 
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tudes of x\mericans were taken without any fucK 
pretence. '' As the admiral/' fays Webfter, " did 
*' not jnftify him (Reynolds) it is poflible the inful- 
*' ted Americans may obtain redrels, and we prc- 
" fume [and what is your reafon for thzt prejump* 
*' tio;ifj^ all imprelTments are made without orders 
*' from the Britifh government." [Ihe beft and 
only redrej's will be, when the French (hall burn 
Plymouth add Dover .3 — '^ Their condu*n: is now, 
'' if poilible, agf»;ravated, as it is a direft violation 
'' of the treaty y" which, to England, is of eqwal 
concern with the violation of a pancake. As for 
ai!ling without orders, that is the copllant (ham. 
Dort heller was faidto aft without orders^ when, on 
the 10th of February, I794i he made his famous 
or infamous fpeech to the favages. Simcoe, un- 
doubtedly, afted alfo luithout orders^ when he fent 
a body of Britilh regulars and Detroit militia, to 
aflift the Indians in aflaulting fort Recovery. The 
rank and file, with their faces blacked, and the 
three Britifli oflicers drclTed in fcarlet, who kept at 
a diftance, in the rear, and direfted the motions of 
the Putawatimes, were certainly adling likewife 
ivith.mt orders. Nay farther, Henry Knox, lateSc- 
cretary at War, did infallibly aft without orders^ 
when he refufed to give the ncwfprinters a copy 
of the long and important letter from Wayne, gi- 
ving evidence of thefe fafts*. 

• Tins is not a hcarfay. Not more than a fixth part of the let- 
ter could be obtained. The late Mr. Andrew Brown, was in the 
War-Office, trving to get a full tranfcript for the Philadelphia Ga- 
zette, and both he and others met with a refufij. They reccivedi 
befides a lift of the killed and wounded, only fome fcraps which 
make op a paragraph of about thirty lines. Nothing was fufiered 
to tranO ire in the public prints that could place the behaviour ot 
Simcoe in a proper light. 

But, on the 21ft of November, 17941 it was thonght proper to 
rtad this difpatch to Congrefs, with fonic depofitions that had like- 
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On the ij'th of March, 17*96, Mr. Samuel Smithy 
prefented to the Houfe of Reprefentatives a pro-» 
tefl: taken by captain John Green, of a BaltimorcJ 
brig, trading to the Weft-Indies ^ He depofed that^ 
when he was at capeNichola Mole, he was on board 
a fchooner from Virginia, where he fa w two of the 
crew, native AmcricanSj impreffed by the officers 
of the BritiQi fhip Severn, One of the men was af- 
terwards returned Us unfit for duty. The comman-^ 
dcr of the Severn faid, that be was authorized, by 
the late treaty, to take all feamen who had not pro^ 
teftions from the United States. In faying this, h© 
paid a compliment to Jay's treaty which it does not 
merit. All feamen, whether with proteftions or* 
without them, are alike unnoticed by that paper* 
On prefenting this proteft, an infignificant debates 
enfued in the houfe. The queftion was, whether* 
it ftiould be referred to the feleft committee ort 
American ieamen, or to the Secretary at W^ar, that: 
the Prciidcnt might make fuitable reprefentations 
to the Britifh government. It was remitted ta 
the committee. Congrefs might as well have deli- 
berated, whether the proteft; fliould be caft undcjH 
the table, or into the fire. 

ivife been kept fccret^ The latter (hewed, in the ftrongeft h'ght, thd 
extreme arerfion of the Indians to fight Wayne, and the artifices oi 
theBritiO) to make them do fo. A perfon who overheard the pa-* 
pers read obtained> a confiderable time after, permillion to copy 
ihem from the repofitories of Congfcfs. So late as May, 1 796, they 
were fucccflively printed in the Maryland Journaji tjie Aurora, and 
the Argus. Mr. M* Henry, bow Secretary at War, being greatly 
furprifed at their appearance, wrote a letter to one*of thefe printers^ 
entreating to know which of his clerks in the war-office had betrayed 
official confidence ; and afluring the printer, that it he would give 
up the name of this correfpondent, iht mode of Ji/c<yveryfiou!d be coh'* 
ctaled. Such is the minute vigilance of the American cabinet! and 
fo culpable it is to let the people become acquainted with their owit 
bnfinefs! In reply, the Secretary was affurcd of the entire inno« 
fence of all his clerks, and adVifed to proceed with hi« inquiries^ 
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The. Philadelphia ncwfpapers of the i$th of 
March, related that captain M'Keever, of the brig 
Amiable Creole, failed frdm Port-au-Prince, on the 
25th of February, preceding. The captain faid that, 
while he lay there, the Hcrmione frigate prefled, 
frpm time to time, a vaft numbcrof Aincrican.fea- 
men out of different veflels. On a moderate cal- 
culation, two^thirds of his crew were Americans. 

The Reguius, another frigate, prefled all hands 
of all nations indifcriminately, who could not pro- 
duce proteftions. Thofe who refufed to do duty 
were whipt. Four days before capt. M'Keever left 
Port-au-Prince, twelve American feamen were re- 
turned on fhore from the Reguius, after receiving 
feveral lafiiings for having utterly refufed to do duty 
on board of her. The reft of the imprefTed men, in 
thefe two frigates, had found it prudent to comply 
with Britilh orders. This was the treatment of 
our feamen fifteen months after the Cgning of Jay's 
treaty, and before Congrefs began to debate on the 
propriety of accepting it. 

REMARKS from the brig Fanny* $ log^hook^ William Swin^ 

burn^ majier^ from the Weji- Indies^ arrived at New-York^ 

on the lift of March ^ 1796- 

*' On Thurfday, January 28, 1796, at five 4P. M, was 
" bparded off St. George's bay, Grenada, by the Zebra's 
" boat (a Britifli floop of war), who impreffed one of the peo- 
^^ pie, John Burt, being born in the United States, and having 
'* a regular proteclion. I accordingly made application to the 
« commanding officer, in expeftation of getting him clear, but 
« to ftone effeft j their anfwer was, they wanted men andmuji 
" haiXi them. 

" On Monday, February 8th, at two p. m. was boarded by 
« the Mermaid's boat, a Britifli frigate, who impreffed one of 
** the men (he not being a Britifli fubjedl), and ov«-hauled us 
" very ftricftly on fufpicion of my having failors flowed away. 
" That fame night I went on board to folicit for my man* 
^ After communicating to the captain my errand, he told me 
*' he was certain I had m^n ffowed away, and he would fend 
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^ his boat ortboard, and overhaul us from keel t& gunnel ; and, 
*' after giving me much abufive language^ faid, he would ^og 
*' TtUy and all I had an board. Accordingly, the Mermaid's 
** boat came on board with a great mariy hands, hove the long 
*' boat out of the chocks, hoifted up twenty-two barrels of beef, 
" moved part of the ballaft, and^ as the faying is, turned every 
*' thing upfide down. They went on board, firft being con- 
" vinccd I h^ no people flowed away. I fliortly after went 
" on board the Mermaid to fee if they would fend the boat and 
" crew on board to fit) w the cargo in its proper place, as I had 
" no people to do it, and put the boat ih the chocks, &c. and 
" after diftrefling me all they could, with refpeil to my people, 
" I was told they had done with me, and bid me go about my 
" bufinefs, and get people where* I could. 

*' Shortly after I had got on board my veffel, the Charlotte, 
" captain Williams, a Britilh floop often guns, fent her boat 
" on board, who overhauled us, &c. On the 9th, at meri- 
*.' dian, with much difficulty weighed anchor, and made fail, 
" as I rould get no redrefs, and no probability of getting hands. 

" Sh rtly alter was* brought too by a (hot from the above 
« floop, and after we hove the fails to the niafts, and brought 
'^ too, fhe fired no Lfs than half a dozen mufket fliot, aimed 
" right at us ; but providentially we received no hurt from 
" them, though I beard the whiftle of feveral of the balls. 

** After we had laid fome time, they fent the boat on board, 
" who rummaged and overhauled ; but feeing they could find 
" nothing, they returned on board. 

• *' On Tburfday, the 1 1 th, at nine A. M. faw a floop to the 
" leeward, which fliortly knew to be the fame floop, that had 
^ boarded us two days before, in St. George*s bay. 

" When flie came within a league of us, flie fired, and con- 
" tinuecl to do fo, as long as the guns would bear, flie reaching 
" one way and we the other. When flie got into our wake (he 
** tacked but did not come up with us until two p. m. when vi^ 
** tackcd,and flie fetched us and brought us too with another fliot. 
" I received a great deal of abufive language from the captaii> 
" without giving any reafons. 

^^Jiecurfed and damned the Americans and faid they were 
*' their greateft enemies.. He feid he had fired twelve fliot at us> 
" that I fliould pay two doflars for the firft,^and double for 
" every one after : however, I not being willing to comply 
•* with this unreafonable requeft, and feeing he had no bufinefe 
^^ tu have fired at us,, as he hjid: boarded us the day before^ ani 
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" as he did not think fit to fend his boat on board, he fuffcred 
^ us to fet fail. 

« This is a fhort fpecimen of the ufage we meet with from 
« the Biitifhcruizers in the WeiV-lndies. AU which I can 
« atteft to ; ^nd much more if required. 

WILLIAM SWINBURN." 

On the 28th of March, 17961 the (hip Bacchus, 
captain Geprge, arrived at Philadelphia. On the 
20th he was boarded by the Thetis, a Britifh fri- 
gate. She prefTed bis mate and cabin boy, on a 
fufpicion of their being Britifh fubjefts. The boy 
was an indented apprentice, 

As it is proper to do juftice to all parties, it may 

here be noticed that, at this time,, captain Burner, 

of the brig George, arrived in Philadelphia from 

Kingfton, and brouglit a complaint of the French 

privateers. He faid that feveral of them were 

cruiGng off Jamaica, wlienhelefl it. They were 

very troablefome to American vefTels, fometimes 

plundering them of their fea (lores, and othcrwife 

behaving with the greateft infolence. No farther 

particulars are fpecificd ; and this is the firft con> 

plaint agdnft Frd^ce^ or at moft tlie fecond, which 

hath as yet occurred in coUefting materials for the 

prefent fummary of piracies. At the fame time, 

feveral articles of Britifti rapine have been omitted 

for want of room* So contrafted at that period, 

was the conduft of thefctwo nations to this country! 

A gentleman at Kingfton in Jamaica, in* a letter 

to the printers of the Maryland Journal, dated the 

25th of February, X796, gave the following par- 

f icularSf The Argonaut man of war of fixt)*four 

'guns, had, a few days before, fent into Kingfton, 

two American vefTels. The one was the fchooner 

Swallow, captain Stubbs, from Cape Francois to 

Bofton, Her cargo confifted of cotton and cofkCy 

Vith fix thoufand dollars i^ fpecie^ T^e whole 
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property belonged to Mr. Trifdale of Bofton. The 
other veffel was the fchooner Paragon of Norfolk, 
laden with coffee, and pwned by Mr. Mofes Myers 
of that town. In June, i794> ^off^^ coft in re- 
tail, at Philadelphia, about a fliiiling per pound. 
In June, 1795, i^ ^^^ S^^ ^P ^° ^^^ fliilling and 
four pence. By November, 1796, if noj^fooner, 
it rofq to two (hillings and four pence. Tlie pira- 
cies jiifl: no\ir ftated, which are only part of hun- 
dreds of the fame kind, explain, very fully, the 
caufe of this alteration. The writer of the above 
letter addqd that both veflels were libelled, and 
that indeed none nesd exped to efcape that fate ^ 
whatever might be the final verdift about them. 
The very delay, difappointmcnt, and rife of infu'* 
ranee, in confeqiience of fuch. alarms, impofe a 
ruinous tax on the ownei's, while, in the mean time, 
the failors were frequently preffed. Sometimes 
they were fwept off by the yellow fever ; and car- 
goes of a perifhable nature were often deftroy- 
cd while the fliip waited for a decilion. 

The fame letter adds that the fchooner Volup- 
tas, Jonathan Hall, mafter, of Baltimore, had been 
fent into Kingfton, by the Severn of forty-four 
guns. She had on board a valuable cargo of cofr 
fee and cotton, and part of an outward bound 
freight of provifions, with a large fum of money. 
The fupercargo, Mr. Duncan, was going from 
Gonaives to the Platform, to purchafe coffee to 
load the floop for Baltimore. The pretence for 
fending iu the Voluptas was, that ftie carried pro- 
vifions for an enemy's port. At this time, the 
captain of the Severn had kept Mr. Duncan a pri- 
foncr for fifty-two days, and threatened to try 
him, as a Britifh fubjeft, for high treafon ; al- 
though he had with hini a certificate of his being 
^ir American citizen. 
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Captain Hall, and Mjn Duncan had befen fcnt 
prifoners from cape Nichola Mole to Port Royal^ 
on board of the Lark man of war. On their paf- 
fage, they were put upbn two-thirds of the Britifti 
feamen's allowance of fait beef and bread. One 
of them, the letter does not fay which, happening 
to fleepjn the next birth to the lieutenant, had his 
watch and money ftolen out of his pocket. It was 
then* opinion that the Severn had defigned to fend 
the fchooncr to the bottom, for fhe rvin ib near as 
to carry away their bowlprit. 

A few days before the writing of tliis letter, the 
iliip Lydia, Robert Blount, mafter, from PortC- 
mouth in New-Hampfhire, had arrive^at Kingflon. 
About four leagues to windward of Port-Royal, he 
had been boarded. by the Regulus*. She took away 
his mate, and four men. They were all natives 
of Portfmouth, married, and had regular protec- 
tions. Before taking them on board, the Britifti 
captain fent his furgeon into the L^dia, to examine 
the men, and iee if they were in good health. The 
Regulu^ had pr^fTed above fifty feamen, went to 
Port-au-Prince, and from thence to England ; fa 
that when the Portfmouth failors were to fee their 
families, .or whether they were ever to fee them 
at all, was extremely doubtful. 

The fame correfpondent gives an accoifnt of the 
cpnduiflof a French privateer to an American bA'g 
which, onthe 1 4th ofFebruary, had come Into Kingf 
ton . This privateer had taken the Britifli (liip Barzil- 
lai, captainBlackburn, which left Kingfton on the ^i 
of February, and was taken on the 7th, in fight of 
Port Royal** The French put Blackburn, with 

* " But the misfortune is, that men will oppofc imagination to. 
<* fa(fl. Though wc fee Great Biitain predominant on the ocean* 
*« though wc obferve \itx ^ttmchpjly rejifiin^ the idea of fac^(ia6m 
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his whol6 private property, on board of the brig* 
In his trunk were two bags of money ; the plate 
of tiie fliip's cabin ; and two bills of exchange to the 
amount in whele of eight hundred pounds. The 
Frenchman faid that he dildained to take anything 
from a prifoncr, and wifbedhim a good voyage to 
Kingfton. From the brig this jacobin took a bar- 
rel of beef, and paid fifteen dollars for it. Thus 
far the letter to the printers of the Maryland jour- 
nal. •► 

k Philadelphia print of the i^6th of March, 1796^ 
contained an extra^St of a letter dated March ad^ 
frorti Bermuda. The writer mentions that the 
fliip Hannah, captain Hoare, from Philadelphia 
to France, was, on the 24th of February, taken by 
the Lynx floop of war* She ftript the Hannah of 
her whole crew, excepting the mate, the cook^, 
and the fcabin boy, and fent her into Bermuda. 
Moft of the hands impreflCed had protedions . The 
captain of the Lynx had Ipoke, on the day before,^ 
^ith the Roebuck of Philadelphia, and faid that he 
was prevented from taking her by a violent gale of 
wind. 

An article dated Salem, the 22d of March, gives 
what is called verbal information by captain Blacker. 
Part of it is in fubftance as follows : 

On the night of the 22A of January, 1796, the 
prefs gang at Liverpool crimped an American fea- 
man, having previoullyferved fevei*al others in the 
fame w^y . Two hundred and fifty American failors 
aflembled, went to the houfe of rendezvous of the 
gang, arid refcued their companion. They placed 
the officers of the imprefs in the centre of the room, 
obliged them to uncover, and give three cheers to 

" iviih France^ &c." Camillus, No. v, A valuable predominancff 
when her vefTels were captured in iight of her own ports, and <!moft 
in fight of her (hips of war ! 
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the United States- On the 27th, another Amcncsn 
was imprefled. Hi« countrymen again ajOTembled, 
refcued the man, killed one of the gang, threw ano* 
ther into the dock, where he was drowned and fe- 

. verely beat the remainder, who fled. 

On the ^d of February, the x\merican captains 
were called before the mayor and magiftrates of 
Liverpool. They were admoniftied to kfeep their 
crews in order. They made an anfwer which muft 
have occurred to any body excepting a member of 
Congrefs vindicating appropriations for the Britifli 

^treaty. The account adds that^ from thencefor- 
ward, the Americans were unmolefted* 

About the 29th of March, 1796, the (hip Friend- 
fhip, captain Atkins, arrived at Norfolk. The,cap- 
tain faid that, within the capes of Chefapeake, be was 
boarded by a boat from the Thetis, captain Coch- 

. ran, whickprefled a^man who had been naturahzed 
for ten years part. As the Chefapeake is within 
the territory of the United States, the Britifli might 
as decently have taken him from the ftreets of Phi- 
ladelphia. A letter from New- York to a merchant in 
Philadelphia, dated the 2d of April, informed that 
his (hip, the Ocean, captain Vredenburgh,.had been 
taken on the 31ft ult. and lent into Halifax by La 

' Prevoyance, a Britifli frigate. Tlie whole crew, 
at the time of writing the letter, were detained on 
board of the frigate, except the mafter, the firft mate 
ancj a boy. The Oceai? was from Havrc-de-Gracc, 
and the frigate took her, not far from the Highlands, 
with a pilot on board. The Argus, of April 4th, fays, 
that before -flie was difiniiTed for Halifax, " feveral 
'^ pafTengers were moft gracioufly permitted to juinP 
^' into the long boat, and come up to New-Yor^^'^ 
When captain Vredenburgh remonftratted , the Bri- 
tifli captain told hiin that this conduft was juftifi^^ 
by Jay's treaty. The Minerva fays» that the Ocean 
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was taken three days before (be made land. But the 
Cbnnefticut goddefe of wifHom is diftinguifhed for ^ 
want of v^acity*/ It is at leaft very uncommon* 
to tajke in a pilpt, at fuch a diftance from (bore ; 
^nd it is agreed that the Ocean hadpne. While 
the Britifti were thus plundering American (hip- 
ping, Mr. Pickering, received a Ict;ter from Mr.,/. 
Samu^ Bayard, dated London, 29th of December, 
1795. '^^^ following extradi appeared, on the 
3i^Jft of March, J 796, in the Philadelphia^ Gazette. . 

^^ In the courfe of this fiext month^ the Judge 
'^ of the Admiralty has authorized us to expeft an , 
*^, .order for the rcftitution of the yeflels and car- . 
'^ goes fcized and fold by fir J, Jarvis and fir 
'^ ^harles Grey, at Martinico, St* Lucia and Gua- 
^^ daloupe. 

f In the Court of Appeals, alfo, two illegal fen- 
*^ tencesofthe Vice-Admiralty Courts, in the Weft- 
/Mudies, have lately been annulled, and the con- 
. ^ ' ^ duft of the judges feverely cenfured by the Lords 
^^commifliohcrs of appeals.'' 
./This iijtelligence, as if worth a perufal, w^^ . 
communicated by Mi'. Pickering te the Committee 
. qf Merchants in this city, appointed to fuperintend 
the bufinefe of indemnification. Nothing but the 
blindnefs of interefted hope, could have drawn any 
comfort from fuch. an account. The attainment;^^, 
of an objeft is at a very indefinite diftance, when ^ 
the parties are only authorized to expe^. The an- 
nulling of two piracies, put of five or fix hundred^ 
Was merely cafting a tub to the whale. As for the 
cenfurq beftowed on the Weft-Indian jtklgcs, how 
much it was in earneft, and how much it was re- 
fpefted, appears from their perfifting, at that very 
moment, to proceed in the fame track* There 

* Webfter is. a najiyc of that ftatc* 
T 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



133 HISTORY OF THE 

could not be a more palpable delufioti, though iiv* 
deed the thinnefs of the difguife almoft precludes 
it from that name. The Britifh had been plunder- 
ing American merchantman for alnkoil: three years, 
A treaty, which was to ftop every proceeding of 
the kind, had been ratified eight months before. 
. Yet ftill piracy and impreisment went on at full 
vigour. But when we confider the uncommonly 
petrified' ideas of iHany mei'chanfs in the fca-.ports 
of America,nothing but the moft fiiivelling timidity 
could be looked for. In fummer, 1793, Britifli 
effrontery declared the French repub^lic in a /late 
of'ficgc; and, under that pretence, confifcated Ame- 
rican veffels freighted for any French port with 
provifions, as if France and her colonies had only 
been fbme fortified town with an area of a iquare 
mile. At that crifis, merchants of eminence in this 
city were to be found who vindicated that enormous 
robbery. If,' in alimilar fituation, amy citizen of 
London had harboured, fuch feelings, the tertainty 
ofpublic abhorrence would at leaft have forced him 
to hold his tongue. When captain Bawi^y, about 

* that time, made a voyage to the Weft-Indies, and 
declared his determination, if attacked, of giving 
battle to the tuccefFors of Blackbeard, the tory par- 
ty in Philadelphia were violent in his condemnation. 

-A report having reached the continent, that the 
Englifli at Jamaica had rc£blved to hang him, it was 
{blem'nly pronounced, in this city, to be per^eftly 
right ; and that he was an incendiary who wanted 
to embroil the two countries. It was to be expec- 
ted that fuch people would abominate the American 

• Annual Regifter as the verieji catch-penny that ever 
11) as piiblifhed^ the mere tittle tattle ofjacobinijfn^^ 
Tliey are W^comc to feel no excitement except that 

* S^e Gazette of the United.State8« 
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^f ^fS^ft ^^ ^^ thin^ it contmns ; for, if it had 
met with their ^ppro^atioii, it would have com- "^ 
pleteiy 4i%iifted its auther, and ithat clafs of people 
whom he is chiefly defirous of pleafihg. It cannot 
eicape obfervation that the above nptice from Bay- 
ard contains not one fyllablO' about the imprciTment j 
of failors. This blank in Jay's treaty, and Bayard's 
coragaiffion,,may be compared to th^ capitulation of 
a general, who, without a fingle ftipulation about 
protedling the lick.and wounded men of hi* aroiy^ 
thinks of nothing but the' iccurity and fcee depar- 
ture of his baggage* 

Captain Paulding, of the brig Polly, in a letter 
to his owners, at Npw- York from Curracoa, datc?d 
March 3d, fays that he had been fent into Grenada, 
by the Favourite Hoop of war, after Ihe had Jaken 
from hiiT? all his hands ^ with failing orders, letters, 
invoices, and, bills of lading. He was detained for 
fonoLC weeks. At length he had orders to depart, ^ 
but could not recover his papers.. His cargo was^ 
he fays, confiderably damaged by his detention. He 
does not tell whether he got back any^f hismen^ 
which is very unlikely, or by what means he workr 
cd the veflel to Cjirracoa*^. 

The Mary land Journal, of the i-jth of A|)ril,i797^ 
has an extraft of a letter, from an American feaman^ 
dated Spithead,. December 26th, 1795, on board 
the (hip: Affiftance, in. which flic had bec$i detained| 
from the 20th of Oin:ol?er preceding* The- man 
belonged to* the Hannah ©f- Baltimore, Captain 
Wcfcott, This veflel, with fpurotjicr Anjericans, 
had been carried into St. John's, Newfoundland. ^ 
He cxpreflTed a hope that the Hannah would be li- 
berated. The printers added, that the fticklers for 
Britirti amity might, upon calling pt their office, 
fee the original letter. This hitimation was 
needful in the cafe where fuch an ai-ticle had not 
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bqf n copied from Catne other print ; for in Baltimore, 

* Philadelphia, and perhaps in every fea-p&rt town 
in the union, a nqitnber of peoplp are cdnftantly 
ready to Iw'owbeat, and even ruin any printer who 
publifties articles tinfavourable to Britiain. Thus, 
9 at the death of Dr. Franliin|, a newfpajjer of this 
city oBferved, that the flajgs of the ihips in tfee Dela- 
ware were powered. The printer unthinkingly 
fubjoined,,that rr;^;^ th^ Britijh^ AiA fo. Kext day, 
federal of his fubfcribers came into*his office, and, 
with many reproaches threw up his paper* The 
author had the ftory from himfelf. "Indeed no bet- 
ter ftate of fociety can be expefted in our, fea-ports, 

""v^ere the whole mafs of Britifh tories, who had 
been doing the utmoft mifchief in their po^er to 
this country during the revolution, were p^ermitted, 
almoft univerfally,without diftinftion, to return and 
mix upon a level with the republican citizens. In 
private morals, they were jnft as good as othrr 
people. But, in a political light, they wer« at beft 
concealed, and often profefled enemies. In pri- 
vate life, no man wouldlodge under his roof an in- 
cendiary who, for eight years, had been attempting 
to burn his houfe. At the laft eleftion for -Congi'cfs, 
in the county of Philadelphia, one of the moft offici- 
dus of th^/^flf^r^/ managers had formerly afted as a 
Britifh guide* He was, for this ofFence/tried by the 

jftate, and^.very nearly hanged. A fhoal of fimilar 
ejtamjiJes might beT:ra ted. 

The next article in the fame Maryland Journal, 
ftiews in what fubjugation the tories hold the prefs. 

• A Udy, who is very nearly related to Dr. Franklin, bad oc* 
cafidn, fincc his death, to make a ?f)yage to England. In fcveral 
falhi»nable coinpanies (he n^et with the coldeft treatment, as being 
coijnedlcd with the family of a rebel! If George the Third cfcapes ^ 
the dagger or the fcaffold, his moft faithful fubje(^s in PhiladelpUia* 
and they arc not few in number, will have a notable opportuiiity 
for bpv^ing and fciaping, on his alighting; at Odlei's hotel. 
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Captain Herring^ from Jamacia, had informed the 

print.ers that,when the Britifh captured and fent into , 

that ifland Amci^ican veflels, the failors were either 

turned afhore to ftarve, or prefled into the Britifh 

fervice. He added that all of them received *' the 

*■' mefl: indignant treatment from ^h^iz tyrannical 

^^ Jea tnonjlers.*^ For mferting fuch harfli language, 

the printers made a long and huihble apology. This 

timidity betrays a feacture t)f degradation unknown 

in France or England. Was it ever heard of that a 

Britifh mariner, on returning home from a French 

jail, durft not publifh his complaints in ^a Britifh 

newfpaper ; or that the editor would be forced to 

apologize for giving him a corner* ? 

Captain Herring, abovementioned, furniflied the , 
printer of the Journal with the following lift of 
veflels lefk at Kingftqn, on the 8th of March laft, 
which were all prizes to the Argonaut. Schooners 
Voluptas, Hall, Baltimore ; Aftive, Comptori, do. ; 
A^Jelaine, Stanley, do. ; Fortitude, Rofs, do. ; Swal- 
low, Stubbs, Bofton ; Paragon,— — ^, Norfolk; 
and a number of other veffels, belonging to feve- 
ral ports in the United States j in all fifty-five. 
The infatuation and ftupidity of a certain fet of 
people la this country furpaflcs all defcription. 
They embrace every opportunity to revile and ex- 
^ afperate the French, to whom wcwere at firft in- 
debted for independence, and who, at this mo- 

- * Juft below, in the fame column, there follows a ftring of rc- 
folutions from Cumberland county, in the ftate of Maryland, in 
favour of Jay's treaty. They fay that " the eftecm of his feilow- 
<« citizens \^th*otily renxjard^ which he (the Prcitdent) is willing to - 
<* receive for hi8a/f^jf/z«//<?</fefVices." It fignifies nothing to chimfc . 
over this impertinent fable of the Prefident ferving his country for 
notbiir^^ Yet though he has aflced and received the laft cent of hfs 
two hundred thoufand dollars, befides thirteen thouftsind fix hundred^ 
ta aifift him in fetting up a houfe, the friends of order will never 
ccafe to prate that he would accept of no falary^ 
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ment, arc the fhicld which faves us from the im- 
placable fury of Britain. ^ ' 

On the other hand,thodgh they cannot deny the 
fcandalous conduftof our blefled mother country, 
they do no not wifh, if they can help it, to hear a 
fmgle word upon the fubje.tl. Language ojf , this 
kind, can, they fay, be productive of no good ; 
and it may irritate Britain, with whoni, you know, 
we arc in amity. 

A letter from Norfolk, dated 4th, and pubJifli- 
cd in the Philadelphia Gazette on the i ith of April, 
1796, has the fe words, 

" A veflel, yefterday, ^-eturncd from the Mole, 
*' which carried out fonie of the hories, and loft 
*' about one half of them, Alfb a (loop fi-om here, 
** arrived there with only four horfes alive; and a 
^' brig jfrom here loft about one half of the cargo 
" of horfes which fhc carried out, the reft were 
*' all fickly/' 

The next paragraph fliews the difference of be- 
haviour at this time, between the French and Eng- 
li(h privateers. A French cruizer fell in with the 
fchooner Little John, fent her into the Havannab, 
and detained her five days". The French took half 
a puncheon of rum, a barrel of bread, and a ipy- 
glafs. The captain gave an order for the amount 
upon his agent in Philadelphia, 

, NORFOLK, April 4. . 
• ** We ftop the prefs to mention the arrival oi 
** captain Wanton Steer, of the brig Cha^rlotte, in 
*' twenty- four days fi'om Port Royal, Martiniqiie; 
" from him we have obtained the following : 
. *' That the fhip Diana^ of New- York, D^vii 
*' Chadeayne, mailer, on his pafFage from the Eaft- 
" Indies to New-York^ was boarded by his Brifan- 
** nic majefty's brig Pelican, captain J- CSearle, 
who feiit an officer and crew on bpard^ and t-pot 
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" out the mate, fix people, and carried her into 
" Port Royal, where on the 6th of March, while 
" in their poflcflion, (he caught fire and ivas burnt 
*' to the water's edge^ luith^all her cargo^ of im- 
*^ men/e value 4^* 

The following article is here copied fromaBof- 
ton newfpaper, of the 7th of April, 1796. 
MORE BRITISH JMIir. 

" Captain Elkanah Mayo, who arrived in town this week 

" from New- York, has favoured, us with tjie following ac- 

" count of the cruel treatment he and his' men received from 

" the officers And men of the Britifh frigate La Pique, at Bar- 

" badocs, in. December laft, viz. Captain Mayo, in the {hip 

" Polly, of Cape Ann, homeward bound, from a whaling voy- 

" age, was drove in by ftrefs of weather to Barbadoes, where 

" he lay near three weeks for the arrival of fome Americansr 

" to fi-eight his oil home; during which time, the Britiflifri- 

*' gate La Pique arrived there from a*cruife, and in two days 

^^ after> preiled two of his hands. Captain Mayo applied to 

" the g^ernor for prote<9:ion, who caufed the men to be re- 

" leafed ; three days^ after, captain Mayo'« boat, being afliore 

" with direo men waiting for him, the frigate's barge hauled 

^^ in clofe to bis boat, and boarded him with cutlafTes, to preis 

*^ the men by forte. The men called on captain Mayo, from 

*' the (hore, who run to the boat for their relief, where he found 

" the crew of the Britifh frigate with the tiller of their barge, 

** beating his men over their heads, with faid tiller, till the blood 

'' gu{hed from their mouths and nofes, and other wife mangling 

^ them in a barbarous and (hocking manner. Captain Mayo 

** fprung into the boat and cleared it of the Britifh crew. The 

^^ commanding officer, who was then on the wharf, faid he 

*' would have every man aboard the fhip. Mr. Wobdruff, / 

^' with whom captain Mayo did bufinefs, being on the wharf, 

^' offered his, bonds to the captain of the frigate that he would 

" bring his prptedions on fhore. Captain Mayo then went 

*^ on board his fliip jto bring his protections. While he was 

" on board, the commanding officer of the fi-igate,' and all the 

*^ refl of the officers, got into their barge, waiting for captain 

'* Mayo, who was returning with all his proteQions j they 

** boarded him; the ooiximanding ofRcer jumped into captain 

" Mayo's boat with his drawn cutlafs, and dragged by force all 
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** his raeninto their barge, and then prefented his cutlafs to capt. 
" Mayo's breaft, and ordered him into the barge, which he refu- 
** fed ; after which he pricked him, feveral times in the breaft, and 
" xhen towed him on board the frigate j he put capt. Mayo's men 
** into the liole among his <nen who were fick with the yellow 
" fever ; he then ordered a pair of irons to be fixed on captain 
*' Mayo, which were not, however, ftxed » he kept Mm on the 
" quarter-deck until evening, then ordered captain Hj^ayo'sbor^t 
** to be hauled i^, and ordered hiiil on board alone. Capt. Mayo 
" requefted him to let him have a man to go >'^ith him, whii 
*' the captain of the frigate refufed ; then faid he would caft 
*' him ofF, and let him go adrift, he told him lie might perifi 
'* at fea, to which he replied, he hoped he would* Captain 
*^ Mayo told him he would not go, unlefs he caft him off, he 
** then took his barge^ and towed Oftptain Mayo on boafd his 
" own fliip ; the next morning captain Mayo went to the go- 
*' vernor, andcomplainedof the officers' .conduft; the gover- 
*' nor ordered his men to be immediately releafed, who wcu" 
** accordingly fent on fhore. Four days after, three of his mv, 
" were taken with the yellow fever, which they took, while o: 
" board the frigate, and which fpread through captain Mavo's 
" fhip^s company; four of his men died of the fever, the Veil 
•' were obliged to leave the Ihip, and he hired negroes tof urrp 
** her. Captain Mayo then chartered veflels as he could ^ 
*' them to take his men and cargo to the United States. TB 
" bafe conduft of t>ur new-treaty-allies, occafioned the lofs oi 
** eight thoufand doHars to his owners. 

" I, the fubfcriber, do teftify to the above account, 

ELKANAH MAYO.'* 

While the Britifli weie going on at this rate, a 
letter, dated January 17th, was received in Phila- 
dclphia,^ronx Samuel Bayard, agent for the United 
States, at London, on the bufinefs of r^flritutlon. 
Mr. Bayard writes thus : 

" As foon as miniftry learn the line of conduft, 
" which the Houfe of Reprefentative^ mean to pur- 
"fue, I am perfuaded their coriduft, as it regards 
^' us, will be lefs flifftuating. Should the houfe co- 
'^ incidc with the Prefidcnt and Senate, everything 
** here will go well ; fliould obftacles, on the other 
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** hand, be thrown in the way by the popular branch 
'^ of the government, I doubt whether the weftern 
*' pojfts will be furrendcred, or reftttution made of 
*^ our captured property. However, I truft that 
*^ every man who has any regard t6 the honour^ 
'* the fait Ay Or inter eft of his country, will fee the 
** neceflity of carrying the treaty fully into effect, 
" fo far as regards the United Statfts.'^ 

The £bope of the letter is, that, if Congrefi ap- 
propriated for Mr. Jay's treaty, compenfation would 
be made for the pfa-acies in the Weft-rlndies. If 
they did not, the prizes would be kept. This 
plainly infers, that the Brltifh were afting as con- 
fummate bucarnneers. For, whether the treaty pall 
or not, they had no title to have taken thefc vcf- 
fels. But thefuperior talents of Mr. Jay had happily 
interwoven two matters totally diftinA. If you 
fign this treaty of commerce, you fliall get compen- 
fation for the veflels. ' If not, we fliall have them 
to ourfelves. Before entering upon the old flory 
of debts due to Britain j of the weftern pofts, and 
of matters relative to the laft war ; before plunging 
into treaties of amity, the recent fcizure of the 
veflels Cbouid have b^en fully and feparately fettled. 
If that could be done, it was time enough to^get 
into a treaty. If it could not be done, the way 
for America was to have ftood by in wait fi?r con- 
tingencies, while an embargo on provifions would 
have laid the Britifti Weft-Indies proftrate at her 
feet. Inftead of this obvious policy, matters the 
moft diftinA were ail jumbled together ; and the 
bait of compenfation made America fnap at the 

gilded hook.* Suppofe that one of her neighbours 

*' - * . 

• In joftice to Mr Jay, it muft be believed that his condiwft was af- 
fefted by fomc rcafons not yet commonicated to the public. The 

V 
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' h^^h broke into a widow's wheatfieid^ nigbtly^ fov 

, months togeth^r^ and c^rried^ofF or <l^ftroyed her 

cropSt^ An envoy is ftnt to demand feti^faftion. 

The: robber anfwers that be lias old accounts to 

ftttle with the Jandlad)^, that he waijjts/^.wifev and 

that, if ihc will agree* to a fettlement,,and^ the 

fame time Jet hini have her hand^ ti^ will enter 

' f into one fweepitig treaty for the whole* Any fer- 

\ vant j^irl would fee the abfurdity of thi§ jumbling 

■ application of thfe foHpwing ai^ecdotc canno't be miftaken. It (hcw« 

Y * tbf frequent appeals that Ktt makes ta Macedonian logic. 

I ' Ott the 9rti-6f February, i'/94, colohil Whitlp^k wrote a letter 

to general liavaux, who <iofeftitiandid^t Portiu-Paixy in St. Do- 

flipping, ffe tlien^ in, the n^e of th^ Bri^ifli governooenti. ^<ids 
1^ * **^Ms; " T^c fum of FIVE thousand ckowNs tournois (hall 

i i ** be ptid to you ife pcrfoDj ht dc{J6fiiied in the bank of Englandf 

) -; , . '^'payabfe to.yoat bbJer;;*'; - ,: , :;./.:: r .. , 

* ^'Infesarvf^er>:Iiavai^x ftys^ ^< permit npe now to complain to 

•'lyouriclf, of thj^ indignity you hay^ offered me, in thinking m'e.fo 

'^ vile,' fo flagitious, fobafe, ais not to rtftnt,** &c. ' HeconCludcs 

with fending^'^itltSck a chalfenge itnfnediately to- Ifteet and fight 

iim. See! NeWi AnfaoaJ Regiiler foi; ir7:94x Hiftofy^ p. $z^* 

. Bnt^if Port-an-Pidx.was worth fivf tiioij^nd clowns to England, 

. Jzy*s treaty was worth fifty raillione. TliJe Re'prpfentatives were In 

} ' the 4ii^a way to the ^eftruftion of tbe'Stitiffr Weft-indies. 'A fuf^ 

4 pen&m of cpn^ mercial'uiiiiro&dfte, and aj^ embai^o, woukl have' tc* 

p ' ducecb both England' ai>d thftfe colonies to^ tlie ojmoft diffic«^ty« 

. Thefc twQ mealures wouldSiavc broke no jtregty, nor afforded any 

; pretence for a quarfcF, and they woiilci hive' humbled. England too 

( much tctleavc'her arty ^pp^te for the wafeftOrt-deelifratiori ofioffili- 

ties.. ' AH this wa^ibevidenti; tbcitek ptijfoed by the Rcprcfcnta- 

; rives was marked witl^\|^chuiKninojis c^^rcamfta^ces of invitationi 

that nothing but ignQ^^ncej^ corruption,* o;: tiie moft abje^ imbed- 

' ifityofunderftanding; cbujd'm"iftakfeiti-: ' ' 

' Like Stnnatherib's dng^I, -GamiMuE^ Mltrtftifed ti>/tfggefe an ex- 
} prcfe libel on .CbQgre£s^ tO' tarniftt the cfeara^er, to underline th^ 

intereftf and to hamftring the vengeaocfiL of America. With a mcA 
fage fo welcome, fo neceffary,' to tlie very being of the court of Lon- 
don, Jay muft haye beqn a fevouritc giieft. And, after the facrifi- 
• ces which' he made,^ if he did'not pay 'due attention to the fotcrrc in- 

• • dependence of his tamiJy, ^he is a greater fimpleton tbap the woM 

CAn poffibJy think l^im toht. 
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propofal. ' She would reply, that Intermarriage 
might coipe time enough, when former complaints 
were cleared up. But the obje<a of Mr. Hamilton 
and his friends was, right or wrong, to have a 
Briti/h treaty ; land the prefent one could not have 
been got through, but for entwifting it with the 
profpeft of compenfation. ^ , 

On the 8th of April, 1796^ a Philadelphia print 
contained the following cxtraft of a letter from 
London, dated February 2d. 

^' I this moment came fi'om.the court of admir- 
raity, where the firft cafe of the Qapture^ at Mar- 
tinique, by Grey and Jervis^ wis. tried this mor- 
ning ; it was re.verfed, which will be a pretedent 
for all the others, and a point gained for all of 
us that have cafes in the coiurts here. And now 
they fay, on Saturday next, the lords will fit, 
and will go on to try the legality of the condem- 
nations in the Weft-Indies." 
xAs to thn point gained for all ofusy there, is yet 
very little progrefs made, nor is it of much concern 
to the claimants^ whether there is or not. The 
above, and Mr. Bayard^s letter, are quoted chiefly 
becaule they contain not even one fingle, folitary, 
word, about the relief of the failors, who had been 
torn from their families, and their country, ftar- 
ved, hand-cuffed, and flogged, to make them en-^ 
rdl in the Britifh fervice of aflafli^ation. : If this 
book falls into the hands of any of , that clafs of peo- 
ple, they are entreated tQ rcfleft for what fort of 
owners^ and what fort of a country, they are bra- 
ving the hardfliips of a mai'iner^s life. We hate 
feen how tranquilly Camillus gets over their enor- 
mous wrongs. Yet, when a Britifli creditor in the 
American funds was concerned, he could Ipeak 
about them like a man who was in earneft. '*No 
** powers of language/^ fays he, ^^ at my comm^nd^ 
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** can cxprcfs the abhorrence I feel at the idea' of 
*' violating the property of individuals, which, in 
** an authorized intercourfe, in time of peace, has 
*' been conSded to the faitli of our government. — 
** In my view, every moral, and every political 
** (entiment, unite to conllgn it tg execration/'* 
Compare this glowing ftyle with the frigid accents 
in which he obfervesf that it was inipoffible to help 
the impreflment of American feamen. They fliould 
be at lead: as near oui* hearts, as the mere pecuni- 
ary interell of act £ngli(h creditor in the American 
funds* This will be granted by every friend to 
the co\intry ; and, on this principle, every moral and 
political Jentiment ivUl confign to execration^ Jay 
and his treaty, wherein the lafety of our mariners 
has been totally negle<Jted. As for the twenty 
treaty-making fenatorsy they are neither worfc nor 
better than the numerous bodies of our citizens, 
who thanked the Prefident for Hgning this monu- 
ment of American apathy — an'inftrament by whi<;h 
thoufands and ten thoufands of feamen were con- 
figned to Britifb mercy* There is no defcrtidn of 
fellow-countrymen fo thoroughly difgraceful in the 
annals of any independent people under heaven. 
A century of heroifin could hardly wipe out the 
ftain. Fifty-five American (hips are captured by 2 
fingle Britifli Gorfair,t more than a twelvemonth 
after a treaty of amity had been figned, and above 
f?x months after it had been fully ratified. With 
fuch intelligence ftaring in their faces, while every 
newfpaper, for eighteen months preceding, had 
bicn fuffocated with fimilar information, " the 
" FREEST and moft enlightened nation in the 
" world,'' compelled their reprefentatives, for 
fear of a Briiifh wart to appropriate for the treaty. 

* CamillQi, No. t%^ + The Argonauit* Scc^bovc. 
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As Mr* Hamilton has betrayed fo much concern 
for Britifli creditors, it iRay be aiked why he does 
not feel equal intereft in the ftate of Maryland ? 
Before the war that province had veiled confidera- 
ble fums of money in. the bank pf England. Onu 
the 17th of December, 1795, afeled committee re- 
ported to th^ legiflature of that ftate, that " they 
'' have no information as to the probability of their 
*' recovering the flocks in the bank of England, to 
" whicli they claim a title." When Jay took fo 
much care for the ftfety of Britiflx creditors in 
American funds, he might likewife have paid fomc 
attention to the intercft of Maryland in the Britifh 
funds. 

The tdhth article of this treaty contains a plant 
commentary on this ftoppage of Maryland property. 
It fays that '' neither the debts due from individu- 
*^ als of the one nation to individuals of the other, 
*^ nor ftiares nor monies which they may have in the 
'^ public funds, orin the public or private banks, 
^' fliall ever, in any event of war or national diiFer- 
" ence, bcfequefteredor confifcatcd, it bekig unjujl 
*' and impolitic ^^^^c. Why then didEnglandfcqueJP- 
tr?te, or with what pretence of decency does (he 
continue to keep the funds of Maryland V When 
the Senate and Executive figned the treaty, they 
might furely have thought of this important 
dmiffion* But this article has even a worfe fault 
The words unjuji and impolitic contain a dire4 libel 
on Mr. Dayton, and that party in the Houie of.Re- 
prefentatives, who, in March, 1794, had propofed 
to fequeflrate Briti(h debts, as a fccurity for Ame- 
rican compenfation. The Senate and Prefident ra* 
tified this infult on the Reprefentatives, though, as 
being a folemn aft of government, it contained an 
attack on the American l?giflature, a million of 
times more flagraqt tlxan the tranfitory fquib of 
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Barras* Yet the latter is to be^ipade the handle 
for a French war, while the former, becau/eit came 
Jram Britainy was pocketed in filence. If an Englilh 
minifter had fubfcribed a treaty Conveying fuch a di- 
jcOl reference to, andiuch an abrupt cenfufc of any 
previous motion ift parliament, the parties aggriev- 
ed would have taken the m.^tter up. But indeed 
BO Englifh miniftei- dared to Jiave made fuch a di- 
p-eflion. In difcuflirig the treaty^ none of the Re- 
prefentatives adverted to this tacit reproach* The 
pulfe of national dignity feems to. bpat higher in 
England than in the United States* 

Camillas clamours loudly about the injquify of 
Airterica in negledling the payment of debts due 
to Britain, before the' laft wai*. What hx^re follows, 
on tliet head, was related to the author, in January 
179^5 by Mr. James Madifon. 

Much noife has been made about the juftice oi 
America, in negleft in gthe payment of , debts due tO' 
Britain before the lall w^r. In Virginia, it was 
fqrnierly ufiial for the plaijters, in tliat country, to 
conCgn their cargoes of tobacco to a correlpondent 
in Britain, who was vefted'' with a difcretionary 
power of felling them as /high as pofliible. It was 
often obferved, that when two planters bad each of 
• them, at the fame time, fent cargoes of tobaocoof 
equally good quality to England, the one received 
perhaps twenty pounds the hogfliead, and his neigh- 
bour not mpre than four pounds. There was do 
regularity or equality in the' prices, and this gave 
rifeto complaints and fufpiciofis. , 

Sometime ago, a gentleman, in Virginia, brought 
a counter-aft ion againfl his Britifh creditor, in one 
of the courts of that flate, riis plea w:as, that the 
creditor and confignee had aftually fold his tobac- 
co in Europe at a much higher price than he had/id" 
ted in balancing their accoimts^. The fafts alledgc^ 
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v/erc clearly provech ^nd the jury gave a vexdia 
for damages to the amount oi thirty thoujanddoUars. 



OHA-PTER V, 



Federalplanfor a French ti^ar. — specimen of French 
juflice. — The Sea Horje. — The Mttfquito. — Re- 
marks on the Brit ijfi treaty by Mr. Gallatin. — Re-^ 
ply by Mr. TracyA — Hints on the IP^eJlerryinJur^ 
redion.'^r^Cafe of the bri^.Muria^ captain IVil^ 
mans^ — The fchooner JVilliam^ captain Scott. — 
Dejpotic infiuatce of the tones in American feu^ 
pof-ts .-^Elegant Jlyle infonie of their publications^ 
^^^The Polfy^ captain Jf^ad^. — The Edumrd wtd 
ff^illiam^ captain jQnes.-^The AvieU — The hrig 

I Si/Urs .-Capture, of the brig jf^^ by the French^ 
and barbarous treatment of the Captain* — Mr.Jh^^a 
x>^ siTKtxcT ION s.--i^Extra(Ss from thtm neve& be- 

FOlt'E PUBLISHED. PrOofs of his DIRECT Bil EACH 

OF*oiiDERS--^y^/i^riab/fir relative to the Eritijh 
treaty^ c. , . \ . 

THIS chapter begins with a, few inftanccs of the 
maritime condiift of France and England, that 
ocx:urred: about, or previous (p, the commencement 
of the year 1796. They had been omitted for the 
fake of brevity. But while Ijiis work is printing 
off, Prefldent Adaifts, and a formidable phalanx in 
the fifth Congrefs, are driving the federal chariot, 
at full fpecd, to th^ brink of' a French war- One 
great pretence for>this meafure is the republican 
robberies on our (hipping in the Weft-Indies- But 
if it can be proved that our qommerce endured 
greater injury, in 1796, from Englabd,than it hath 
fince done from France, and that the govcramecr 
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of laft year took very finaU coiicern about the out- 
raged of the fonner, while it has conftantly exag- 
gerated thofe of the latter, the reader will gradu- 
ally be convinced of *^ a confpu-acy perpetually ex- 
** ifting**' to embroil this country with France, and 
to entangle her in an alliance with the guinea-note 
monarchy of Britaint. 

A letter from Port-au-Paix, dated the i8th of 
December, i79Sj ^^ ^ merchant in Philadelphia, 
Has the following particulars » Anthoine Chaplin, 
captain of the Guillotine, a Frepch privateer, bad 
lAaltreated captain M*Keever of the American fliip 
James. For that and a fimilar offence againil the 
fliip MoUeville, of St. Thomas, Chaplin was fined 
in two hundred dollars, and all damages that might 
accrue from the illegal capture of thefe veflels. 
His privateer was confifcated ; and the pirate him- 
fclf was condemned to fifteen months of imprifon- 
ment fn irons. " i thi&day faw him/- fays the let- 
ter-writer, '^ chained with a negro working in the 
*' ftrect, in the fame kind of drefs in which he for- 
*^ ced captain M'Keever .to leave the privateer aad 
*' goon board an American veflcl. So mucli for 
^' ourLaveaux's juftice." 

Anthoine Chaplin was lefs culpable than Reynolds, 
^nd other.^ Englifh kidnappersi His punifhraent 
was immediate and cO^mplete ^ but we have nev^ 

• Supra Chap. II* , 
*f Private letters from riorth Britain giy^ curious detaih about the 
decline of paper money. Take a guinea-note tp the butcher* and 
you muft cither lay out the whole with him, or go without your 
change. He parts with no-filver. The di^ly place where hard mo- 
ney ha&a chance to be had is at the ale hau/er'where> after you fpend 
halfacrownr the landlord fenjctimes gives twenty ihillings incafl\ 
for your guinea-note, Thefe traits come exaftly to the point. They 
portend the future peace of Europe. A gentleman who left Dublin 
OQ the ad of March, fays, that Cork<igutnea-bapk-»nQtes were then 
^ eigiiteen IfailUngs hard money. Other bank paper bad 0q fallen. 
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hdard a fingle inftance of a Britifli offender mcctr ' 
ing w|th fuch a check. At the time iiere fpoke of, 
the America^ executive had figned Jay's treaty, to 
the^extreme joy of England, and the utinoft provo^ 
cation of France, yet the former continued to rob 
America, and the latter did not*. For what reafoii 
was Lavicaux able to execute juftice, whilfe admiral 
Murray could only promife to ufe his influence f 
Thus TichegTd might have promifed to ufe his in- 
fluence with one df his own corporals. The faft 
feems to have been this; The Direftgry ftill valu- 
ed federal friendlhip as fonjething ; while Pitt held 
it as nothing. 

On the 4th of January, theichooner Hiram, cap- 
tain Brooks, arrived at Hartford in Conned:icut. 
He related, that the Sea Horfe, captain Smith, from 
Guadaloupe for Boftop, had -all her crew, excepting 
the mafter and firft mate, taken out by ah Englifh 
fhip. She was fent to Antigua, and rcleafed, but her 
crew were detained oh board of the fliip that took 
them* 

A more complete account of the fuffcrings of 
captain Smith and his people, was given by him- 
felf, dated Baltimore, January 5th, 1796- On thOi^. 

* The moft folid-argument then urged aigainft the French in the 
Weft4ndies was> that they had taken jtiany Americ:an cargoeatipon 
credit) and either paid s^n inferior price* or exadied a delay that be- 
came equivalent to ho payment dt all. But we have never been told 
of their flogging- American feamen* to noakei them enter into the 
republican fervice. The convulfivc ftate f the French Weft-Indies 
was well known. Anarchy > conflagrationi md mailacre> ftrode fuc- 
ceffively from one ifland to another If a merchant in Fhiladelphia» 
chofe to fend his cargo to fuch a mafket, he could expcA no better 
reeeptioii, nor did hcj in all cafes, merit much fympathy. Thefe 
fpecolators raifed the price of flour from feven dollars per barrel, to 
nfteenf to the utter oppreifion of the labouring poor in this and other 
feaport towns, -In firitaini neither the laws> nor even the people 
would have endured fuch foreftalling. 

X 



x» 



/ 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



154 HISTORY OF THE 

1 3th ot November, preceding, be was taken by the 
frigate Refburce, captain Watkins.* Five of his 
men, two of whom had the fever, were imprefled. 
A prize-m after and four men were put on board of 
the Sea-Horfe. They confined captain Smith for 
three days below, under the guard of two men 
with drawn cutlafles, an<l loaded piftols. While 
captain Smith was on board of the Refource, he 
was ill. treated by a midfliipman ; and told him that 
he would not be infulted by a boy. ^Captain Wat- 
kins faid, that, if he had heard the expreffion, he 
would have tied up and flogged Smith for, daring 
to infult l\is majejiys officer. To the feelings of 
an ertlightened federalijl^ this language may be 
acceptable. Watkins ^offered him two hundred 
pounds, and a lhare\)f the prize-money, to fay that 
the (tup was French pr$perty^ At Antigua, the firft 
mate of the Sea Horfe died, and the prefident cau- 
fed his body to be thrown i6to the fea. He aifo lent 
a pilot and negroes on board to carry the veflcl out 
to Tea. Captain Smith offered to knock them down« 
The prefident fent for him, and threatened to cikufe 
the fbrt to fire into the veflel, if fhe did not go 
out to fek, either with men or without them. On 
Smith's refufal, the prefident faid that he would 
have him confined. What a ^lendid blaze of Bri- 
tilh honour and ho^itality ! And how fondly would 
Noah Webfter have chuckled over it, if the fcene 
had only pafl: in a French port inftead of an Eng- 
lifli one ! Watkins had brought three other Ameri- 
can prizes into Antigua. He cut them out of a port 
in Guadaloupe ; and, their regifters being in the of- 
fice on fhore, he boafled of them as a fure prey .They 
were, notwithftanding, difcharged. How captain 
Smith got hands to work his veflel to Baltimore 
does not appear. Two leagues from Cape Henry, 
he was boarded by admiral Murray, \^^ho, as if the 
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poor vtizn had not already fufFercd enough, took 
from him Wilkinfon Gilt, a mate whopi he had 
(liipped at Antigua. Somebody called citizea 
Hughes, is fincerelythankedforfupplying him with 
part of a crew. But whether this was Viftor Hughes^ 
or where the help was given, we are left in the 
dark. 

On the 8th of January, 1796, thp brig Experi- 
ence, captain Houfton, arrive'd fro^ Port-au-Prince 
at Philadelphia. He infornied, that three Britiffa 
fliips of war, at' the former place, preffed every 
American who could not produce a proteftion.' 
They were chiefly manned with Aniierican feamen* 
A number of o^ur veflels, lymg at Port-au-Prince, 
were in a mod diftreiTedfituation for want of hands. 

A letter from St. Kitts, dated 4th January, 1796^ 
and received by a merchant of Philadelphia,. fays^ 
that the brig Fame, captain Medlin, of this port^ 
was about ta fail for it. Th^ letter adds, that ilic 
had been plundered by a French firivatecr, but 
gives no parjticiilars. 

On the 17th of January, the. l^ufquito, . captain 
Harfhaw, arHvcd at Baltimore from Bourdeaux- 
On the voyagte, he was met by the Huflar, a Britifh 
frigate* Bus kejrSs,werc taken, his chefts broke up, 
and every thing ftolen that the Britiflr could lay 
their hajnds on. They alfo draak a cafe of his mne, 
and prefled the Mufijuito^ mate,; and one of the 
hands, who was an American. 

Thus far we have inftanccs of Britifh piracy, for- 
merly oyerloeked op omitted, as. obfervcd in the. 
beginning of this chapter. The reader muft have 
become" tired with this uniform and difgufting tale 
of our commercial degradation. As a relief to the 
melancholy pifture^ Ipt us turn, for a moment, to» 
the debates on the Britifh treaty. The enthufiafin 
of attacluq^ent which it infpired, forms one of the: 
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jnoft fingiilar phenomena in the hiftory of the hu-r 
man mind. Many of it^ fanguine advocates wiere 
men unfu4>cft^d of a finifter defign. 

On the f6th of April, J796, Mr, Gallatin, in 
i^eaking of the Britifh treaty, had thefe words : 

'' The faft was uricontroverted, tliat the Britilh 
*' ftill continued to imprefs our fe^men and to cap- 
f* ture our yeflels, if they pretended to juftify 
^^ that conduft by the treaty, it became neceffary 
y'to obtainan explanation of the doubtful articles; 
*^ if there was nothing in the treaty to juftify it, 
" their afts were afts of hpftility ; werq an infrac- 
"•tion of that treaty ; and even, according to the 
*' doftrine of thofe gentlemen who thought that, 
*' in common cafes^ the hpuie had no difcretion, 
^* the treaty qnce broken by one party, \yzi iiolon- 
f^ ger binding op the other ; and it was the right 
*' as well as the duty of this houfe, not to proceed 
'* to pafs the laws neceffary to carry it into efFcft, 
*' iintirfatisfaftory aflTurances were obtained, that 
" thefe afts fhould ceafe, and until Great Britain 
^' had evinced a friendly dilptofition towards us*/' 

It was impoffibte to' conceive a plain<5r, or a 
more fiibftahtial argument. ^ Thefe few line$ con- 
tain juft enough to have convincec^ an audience of 
iccelfible uriderflahdings,' of. the propriety of fuf- 
pending proceedings toward fulfilling the Britift 
treaty, till an elFeAua], check had been given to 
Britifti pirady- ' Qn the 27th of April, 'Mr. Tracy 
rofe in anfwer'to Mr. Gallatin. Two'paflagcs (hall 
&e here givea from his'lpeech. The firft is as fol- 
lows; \ . V . . 

w ^' Xt had been acknowledged, by Mr. Gallatin, 

^ ' that a new negociation, at prefent, cannot be ex- 

\\ pefted. Great Britain pofleffes t;hc pofts, the 

* Bache'8Dcbates|Y6Lii.p«266» 
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** confidence of the Indians, the many millions of 
■' dollars dcfpqiled from pur commerce, the bene- 
^' fits of our trade, and proceeds to make more in- 
^' vafions on our property and our rights, and .yet 
* ' tAe gentleman Jays -we luill not go to war I What 
** would ];^ the American condud underfuchaftatc 
" of things \ Would they tamely fee their govern- 
" incnt itrut, attempt to look big, call hard names ; 
'' and the qjioment they were faced; like an over* 
" grown lubberly boy, ifhrinkinto a comer ? Is this, 
^* heafked,the American charadber ? He thought him- 
" (elf , acquainted with a part of the United States, 
^' too well, to believe they merited fuch a cha- 
^' raifterj^the people where he was moft acqiiain- 
" ted, whatever might be. the charafter in other 
'' part^ of the union, were not of the ft amp to 
'^.cry Hofannah to day, and crucify to-morrow; 
^' they will not dance round a whilky pole one day, 
*^ and curfc their government, and, upon hearing 
*' of a military force, fneak into a fwamp. No, faid 
^' Mr. Tracy, my immediate conftituents, whom I 
" vcrywell know, underftand their rights, and will 
^^ defend them, and if they find that the govern- 
" ment either cannot, or will not proteft them, 
" they will at leaft attempt to proteft themfelves. 
'^ And he could not feel tha^ikful to Mr. Gallatin. 
^' for coming all the way from Geneva, to give Ame- 
*' ricans a charafter of pufillanimity*.'' 

This rhapfody makes up with ill-nature what if 
w^ts in meaningf From the firft part of it, where, 
the gentleman fpeaks of the injuries committed on 
this country by England, one would fuppole, that 
he was going to i^ecommend an immediate exertion 
of American vengeance. But, to far from that, he 
9nly recommended that we ftiould kifs the Britiih^ 

* Aichc's Debates, vol. ii. p. a95« 
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rod by inftarttly appropriating for Jay's treaty. 
The bluftering found of his words, and the abjeft 
proftration of his ideas form a ftriking contraft. 
His comparifon between Contiefticut and the weft- 
cm counties of Pennfylvania is a maftcr-piece of 
vulgar calumny. That the people of the former 
/ , ftate areas brave as any in the union has never been 

denied j and the convention of Saratoga will, for 
ages to come, be remembered and citec\ as a monu- 
ment of their courage. But this ought not to be 
converted into a handle for reproach, and much Icfs 
for flander, againft other {latest As to the Avefterp 
anfurreftion, it is time that we ftiould begin to 
ipeak truth about it- The way in which thataf- 
jfeir was fupprefTed did, in itfelf, ,difcredit the go- 
vernment of the country. The late king of Pruf- 
fia would not have thought all the military conduft 
difplayed about it, worth an enfign's cbmmiffion* 
Here ar^ a few fpecimens of the federal army. 
/ "On Thurfday the 1 3 th of November, there were 
*' about forty perfbns brought to Parkifbn's houfc, 
*^ by order of general White ; he direAed to put the 
" damned rafcals iii the cellar, to tie them back to 
*' back, to make a fire, for the guard, but to put the 
*'• prifoners back to thp father end of the cellar, 
^^ and to give them neither visuals nor drink. 
' ^^ The cellar was wet and muddy, and the night 
" cold ; the cellar extended the wtfple length, un- 
^*^ der a log-houfe, which wais neither floored, nor 
; '^ the openings between the logs daubed, Tbey 
^^ were kept there until Sat m-day moriiing, and then 
'' marched to the town of Waftiington. On the 
** march, one of the prifbners, who was fubjeftto 
** cbnvulfions, fell into a fit : but when fome of 
*' tht? troop told general White of his fituatipn, be 
^^ ordered them to tie the damned rafcal to a horfc's 
* \ t ail,and drag him along with them', for he had only 
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** feigned having the fits. Some of his fellow pri- 
" foners, however, who had a horfe, difinounted, 
" and let the poor man ride: he had another fie 
" before he reached V\(afliington. This march was 
" about twelve miles. The poor man, who had the 
*' fits, had been in the American fervice, during 
" almoftthe whole of the war with Great Britain." 
General White has not denied this accufation^ 
nor profecuted the hiftorian who records it. Hence 
we muft admit the ftatement to be true j ami New 
Jcrfey may congratulate herfelf on the acquifitioa 
or produftion of a fecond duke of Cumberland. 
Mr. Findley gives fome farther traits of this fede- 
ral hero. ' *' Stockdalc was forbid, gn the peril of 
** of his life, to adminifter any comfort to his neigh- 
** hours, though they were periftiing with cold/^gnd 
" famifhing with hunger. The general treated the 
'** prifoners, as they arrived, with the moftinfultiiyg 
" and abufive language, caufing them all to be tied 
" back to back, except bne man, who held a re^ 
** fpeftable rank, arid who, however, was laid to be 
^^ one of the moft guilty in his cuftody* One of the 
** neai-eft neighbours, Who had a child at the poipt: 
** of dying, and obferving that they were bringing 
" in the whole neighbourhood prifoners, without 
** regard to guilt or innocence, went and gave him- 
'* felf up to general White, expeftingthat, as he was 
" confcious there was no charge againft him, he 
** would be permitted to return to his family on gi- 
" ving bail, but he alfo was inhumanly thrown 
"into the cellar, tied with the reft, and re- 
" fufed the privilege of feeing his dying child j nor 
** was he permitted to attend its funeral, until after 
'* many entreaties he obtained that liberty, accom- 
" panied with the moft horrid oaths arid imprc- 
" cations." Of the fniall honour acquired in 
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this expedition^ a ^reat part falls to the (hare of 
captain John Dunlap, of this city. '' Captain 
" Dunlap and his party, while they behaved with 
" the grcateft.dexterity in taking the prifoners, trea- 
*' ted them with as much politenefs and attention as 
^* their fituatioii would admit of, and engaged their 
" gratitude by accompanying unavoidable fcvcrity 
" with humanity*.*' At CjarMe, a part of our ar- 
my, after a hearty dinner j werfc on the point of fet- 
ting fire to the town, and df charging each other 
with the bayonet; Mr* Tracy is left to judge 
whether fuch conduft was not as bad as that of 
idaiicing roiind a whifky pole ; But when the member 
attempts to ftigmatizethc whole coiiftituents of Mr. 
Gallatin, as rebels and poltro6nsj it is hard to find, 
witiiin the compafs of decency^ a term fuitable to 
his behaviour. ^ 

Mr. Tracy farthei* complained of Mr. Gallatin 
for halving faid that *^ the riegoeiation with Great 
*' Britain was beguq in fear , carried on througk 
*' /^^r, and the, treaty made by the fame motive; 
*' when it arrived in this country the Senate fane- 
*' tioncd it, and the Prefident placed his fignaturc 
'^ to it from fear ; ^hd now there was an attempt 
" to obtain the fanftion of the Houfe of Reprcfei^ 
" tatives from fear. All thefe expreffibns, in an \^ 
*' qualified manner, the gentleman had applied to 
" this Country, in its moft important tranfaftions, 
*' by its moft important charafters, and to crowa 
^^ all, we were to defeat the treaty, and fit down 
" quietly under injuries the moft irritating, and 
*' not attempt a redrefs, or to do any thing lik<J 
^' going to war. Under imprelfions made by fuch 
^* declarations, he had faid what he had, and he 
** now faid, he wlOicd to look in the face of Mr* 

• Findky's Hiftory of the Infurrcftion, p. 201. 
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" Oailfttin, or Mr. Heifter, or any other, who da- , 

^' red iiy^ the .\meric9n chara&er was that of cow- 
^' ardice.' He would fay, again and agam, it was n , 

^' madnefs, or worfe, to fuppofe we coijld defeat 
*' this treaty and avoid, a war/' 

What Mr. Qallatin fays about /^^r^ is perfeftly " 1 

true. Mr. Tracy always takes it for grajoited, that ! 

America had no medium between the acceptance of i 

Mr. Jay's treaty and a Btitilh war., An eniharga fw fi 

four .months would haye reduced the mother coun-^ 
try to our terms, without Qccafiqn W the firing of 
a piftpl. . • 

Mr. Tracy next denies the reality of Britifti im- 

prQflTmients- *^ He took tbi^ oppwtunity to alk for 

*' the proofs of fuch tranfddioniy as imprefling our 

'* feanten> by the Britilh government. He decla* 

*• r^d-he knew of none ; and had oevfjr heard one # 

♦•^ inftatice of Jhe Britlfh government either ^vowing 

*' thcright^orpra^ifmgupQn it, of impreffiiientof -* 

" an Ameriqan into their lea fervice j mapy inftan- 

•* ees had occurred of complaiijts to the govern^ ;> 

•* ment, and all werfe immediately rcdrefled * and, 

" although it wa& become very fafliionablc to 

*• calcimjaiate the Britifti; government^ he was 

*• impieUed, from his own belief and conviftion 

"on- the fubjeit, to fay, that no fuch inftancc . 

•• had ever taken place or would ever, of the Bri- 

" tiftx government, juftifying the impreirioent of 

" natives of the United States^ or orie who was ari ' 

•'acknowledged citizen. Is it not iwafair^ faid Mr. 

*' Tracy, to attribute to the government unautho- 

" rized mifconduiS: of individuals, far removed 

. *' from the feat and controul of the goverpment ? 

" It was, equally unrea&nable to fay, that we were 

** not prote^Sled by the treaty, and fhould not be, 

" .when the Britilh government had promlfed to pay 

-" for all fqrpier depredations made io that way up- 

Y " . * ' 
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'* on our <JOmmercc, was it not rcafonablc to fiip- 
" pofe, they would prevent oi: pay for any fuch depre- 
" dation now made ? And thky certainly would pre* 
•• vent all fuch, which were not from the confiifion 
" of war rendered inevitable/^ 

As for tlie f roofs of impreffment, the gentleman 
is referred to the depofition of Cyprian Cook, emit- 
ted at Norwich in Connefticut. A'S for his never 
bearing of one inftance, wherfe the Britifli govern- 
ment avowed the right of impreffing, or pratTiifed 
'tipon it, the. inference muft be, that Mr. Tracy has 
cars of a particular conftruftion, . Whether jytr-. 
Pitt himfelf aflerted the right is of no poBfcquence. 
TheBritifh, in the Weft-Indies, upiverfally avowed 
^nd praftifed upon it. Mr. , Tracy fays th.at all pom- 
plaints to government were immediately redrefled; 
He fliould have told us what redrefe was obtain<ed 
In the cafe related by captain Cook^ He then moi^Qts 
upon that favourite topic of the Britifli officers 
aAing without orders. Compenfation -clofes the cho- 
rus. We now proceed with the iiftof Biiitifh pira- 
cies, leaving Mr. Tracy to deny their cxiftertce, 
as long as he fliall think proper. . 

A Philadelphiia newfp^er, of the 8th of April, 
1796, informs, that the brig Maria Wilman, of Bal- 
timore, captain Oaks, w-aj tafc^n in Tortola by the 
Bull Dog floop, and there fold at auftion. She was 
•from Demarafra, bou^d;to Baltimore, witha cargo 
<A fugar and coffee^ It farther fay s^ that, on Monday, 
the nth of April, 1796, the brig Charlotte, of Pro- 
vidence, arrived at Bahiiiiorfe, in thirteen day^ from 
Martinique. Captain Watts, of the fchooner Alex- 
aAdria^ of Alexandria^ came paifengcr, along with a 
-number of other Americans. T^ek veflcls had 
l>een contrafted for, and they were <)bligedto le(we 
thenu This corroborates the accouiit already given 
^:f estate SaRmudi Grcca. iftfiimmer^ 1793, Gidcw 
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on Henfield and John Singletary had bccn-arreftedU 
on board of the Citizen Genet, a French privateer^ 
lying in the Delaware, and Henfield was tried in* 
this city, fbon after, for having enlifted in the French. 
lervicc. In fpite of a buftle- made by govern- 
ment, he was acquitted. In the eye of reaibn, 
it icems equally culpable to have fold privateers to 
Britain, yet no notice has been taken of tl^at praftice., 
A paragraph from Fredei'iclborg, dated April ift, 
1796, fays, that; laft week, arrived in the river, the 
fcbooner William, captain John Scott, from Bafla- 
terre, St. Kitts. He £aid that oa the 23d of Febru^ 
ary, between nine and ten o'clock in the evening, in 
BalTatcrre road, he was. boarded by a boat with five 
men with cutlaffes. They belonged to a Britiih 
armed floop lying there. They ordered William 
M^Coy, a native of Fredericlburg, into the boat;, 
but, being, prevented from taking him, they went 
back ta the {loop. Immediately ^fter, they returned 
ivith their commander^ one Williams, and an addi- 
tionsll number of men, armed with piftols and cut- 
lafles. They took away from the fchooner, Joha 
Mansiield,. William M*Coy^ and two blades. Next 
morning, captain Scott went on ftiorc, and proved 
thefe people to be citizens of the United States. He* 
could recover only the two blacks. Every Ameri- 
can at the port fhareid a fimilar fate. A Baltimore 
fchooner \^as ftript of all. her hands^ excepting the. 
mate arid a boy.. 

A prafticehadforibmetime prevailed atNorfolk^ 
in Virginia, of fending horfes to the Britifli Weft- 
Indies to mount their cavalry. This, if not a breacll 
of neutrality,wasatbei):aplain enough indication to 
France that we preferred thempft petty felf-intereit 
to any fuccefs on her fide. A Kin^on newfpa- 
paper, of the 23d of February, 1796, has thefbl-. 
Ipwing article ** Captain Huntington reportSj^^that^, 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



l64 HISTORY O^ THE 

•• when he left America^ admiral Murray, with 
" his fquadron, was lying in Hampton road, waiting 
'• to convoy the horfes that were purchafcd for the 
•• dragoons in St. Domingo.^' Two articles, dated 
Philadelphia, April 1 2th, fay, that three of thefe vet 
fcls, with their freights of horfes, were ta^cen by the 
French^ and fcnt into Cape Francois. This is the 
only capture by the French of American (hipping 
that has yet occurred in compiling the laft or the 
prefcnt chapter. 

The Federal Gazette of Balthnore, of the 15th 
of April, 1796, contsrtns a letter from Tortola. 
The writer mcntiqns the irregular proceedings of 
the British court of admiralty in that ifland, relpec- 
ting American captures. The captains bf the ftiips 
of war were permitted to detain the mafters andfu- 
perrargocs of the prizes as prifoncrs on board of their 
veiTels, till they were deprived of opportunities for 
^ employing proper counfei. Enormous cofts were 
granted, of which the bench received alfaare. Some 
particular circumftances of injuftice are mentioned 
in the cafe of the Maria Wilman, captain Oaks,Who, 
in the fame newfpaper, is noticed as having, at this 
time, arrived fafe with his yeffcl at Baltimore. It is 
likely that he wrote this Very letter ; but perhaps nei- 
ther he nor his owners durft avow it, for fear of of- 
fending the Br itilh party. In zn independent coun^ 
tiy,this dread mayfeem ftrange, yet nothingismore 
notorioufly true, than that fuch influence is extreme- 
ly aftive and formidable. Every mercantile man, 
and every newfprinter, who dares to Ipeak, with 
energy, of the infolence and rapine of the Qjieen of^ 
Ifles, runs imminent hazard of perfecution. Th6 
Britifii tories, in our feaport towns,, fecondcd by 
the American intereft, will Ipare no toil or ex- 
pence to make him infblvent artd infamous. ^ Ge- 
neral ddcription cannot convey a complete pi<fturc 



Diqitized by VjOOQ IC 



x^. 



UNITED STATES. l6y 

of their proceedings. Their own pencil far nifties 
the beft portrait. Here follxiws an extraft from a 
federal eleftioneering hand-bill. An hundred years 
herice, it may be hoped, that Americans will turn 
over fuch outcafts of typogi'aphy, with the fame 
contemptuous pity as an Eriglifhman of the prefent 
age looks back on the lallies of Settle and Tom 
Brownfe*. 

'' To the Cithens ef New-Tor k. 

"Jacobin men and jacobin meafures are all hol- 

•• low and rotten. ' An inftruftive inftance has jufb 

" occurred. The bank of Pennfylvania was eftab- 

" lifhed in oppofitioft to the bank of the United 

" Statesi* A jacabin prefident, fecretary, and a ma- 

" jority of Jacobin direftors were appointed. The 

•* iflue has difclofed a fcene of jacobin villainy.. It 

" turns out, that tlic prefident, fecretary^ and the 

•• notable Johti Swanwick, have fraudently, and by 

•* eollufittti, dravva out of the bank one hundred and 

^'^ feventy thoufand dollars more thap they had a 

"right to. John Swanwick, thb famous French 

** American democrat, whom the good democrats? 

" in Philadelphia have lately made a member of 

•• Cpngrefs, in oppofition.to the prudent and honeft 

" part of the city, now appears in his true colour,. 

" an unprincipled fwiiidler.s Siich is the authentic 

*• intelligence jufttrfceived from Philadelphia. And 

•' y^ a large body of citizens, many good but delu- 

" ded ones, arc (training every nerve to place once 

** more in Congrefe the ariftocratic,. democratlcal^ 

" Jacobinical, Edward I^ivingfton.. Paufe, fellow- 

. *• citizens ; be aflured tiftie will prove to his moft in- 

•* fatuated followers, that he is as rotten, and hoHow«, 

•* as his compeers/' 

* S« Johnfon's life of Drydeo. 
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Poftcrity, if this page chances to reach them, 
will naturally alk where lies the propriety of re- 
printing fuch rubbi(h? The anfwer is^ thatfuch 
writings were, in December, 1796, propagated at 
New-York, with the approbation of a very nume- 
rous party. The deflgn was, to defeat the re-elec- 
tion of Mr. Livingfton as reprefentative in Con- 
grefi for that city ; and while aijy remembrance of 
this handbill (hall remain, its authors and its abet- 
tors muft be abhorred by every honeft man. 

Thfe bank of Pcnnfylvania was not eftablifhed in 
oppofition tothehankof tlie United States, Thefield 
of competition was alike open to every perfon. It has 
never been faid that the Pennfylvania bank ufed an 
unfair means to rival or injure the bank of the Uni- 
ted States. The latter is here referred to, as if it 
were fbmething facred ; and yet the holders of its 
ftock are afhamedor afraid of lelHng their names*. 
Mr. Swanwick did not, in the clofe of 179^^ nor 
for a long time before it, owe the Pennfylvania bank 
a dollar^ Here he is charged as. an unprincipled 
/windier^ for having made fraudulent draughts out 
of it. Thofe who voted for his elejftion oppofcd 
the honeft ^zvt of this city. But even if it had bcca 
all as true as it was falfe,this had nothing to do with 
the eleftionof Livingfton,. anymore than- the idle 
ftory of Mr. Gallatin, fleeping under hedges, afford- 
ed a reafon for rpjefting general Dearbournet . The 
fame tiflue of defaniation, falfehood, ai^d vulgai-ity, 
runs through a very large proportion of the wri- 
tings of the federal party.. So many different iam- 
pies are here given to convince people, at a diftance 
from the fcene, thatthefe are not partial ipecimeas. 
One would think that the friends of order have im- 
ported a cargo of CojflTacks or Hottentots to aft as. 

♦ Supra, chap. ii,. + Ibiii* 
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their penmen. Their encomiums arc, if poffible, 
more loathfojne t^an their inveftive. To cenfurc 
Prefident Walhington is ranked, by the Columbian 
Ceptincl, with " ridiculing ********^ or black* 
" guarding the Bible* .'* 

Recurring again to the cafe of the Baltimore brig^ 
it may well be fuppofed, that captain Oaks; wa$ 
afraid of provoking fuch a fwarm of fcorpions* 
For the fame obvious and weighty reafbn many nar- 
ratives of Britifli piracy have been fecreted, by the 
fufFerers, from the public prints. Of the fifty-five 
ihips taken by the Argonaut, perhaps no regular 
account of the capture of fix has appeared in any 
newfpaper. 

The Maryland Journal, of the 2d of May, 17^6^ 
gives the following account as from captain Wade 
of the fchooncr Polly, from Jamacia. He fays, that 
from the 20th of February to the ift of April, thir- 
teen American prizes had been fent into Kingfton. 
Threeof thefe were fchooners, belonging to Oliver 
and Thomfbn, of Baltimore. Another was a new 
copper-bottomed fiiip from Baltimore to Calcutta. 

On the 3d of May, the fchooner Edward and 
William, captain Levin Jones, arrived at Baltimore^ 
in nineteen days from Port-au-Paix. In thepalTage, 
fhe met with a brig from Port-au-Prince bound fqr 
New-London. The people told captain Jones, that 
five of them had been imprefled by a Brjtifh frigate. 
On the 28th of April, they were chafed by another, 
but night coming on they got out of her way. 

On the fame day, the Ariel, captain Filher, ar- 
rived at Baltimore from JacquemeL Hehadfpoke 
to the fchoonerElizabeth, of Philadelphia, from Ja- 
maica. The captain gave him an account of ttuen-- 
ty-Jcvcn American yeflels carried into that ifland 

• Aoxora, January 4.tb, 1 797« 
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for trial, and of tmo carried into the Mole, \vhich 
were to be fbnt to Jamaica. He adds^ that all vcf-* 
ibis to or from French iflands were feized. 

- On the 1 7th of April, the brig Sifters, captain 
Brent, arrived iiv Hampton roads from Guemfey. 
She had, on the 12th of March, been boarded by 
the Thetis, a Bermudian corfair. Tbefc pirates 
took out the m after and crew, rummaged the vef- 
fel, broke up all, the letters and papers^ and, after 
tliree homrs, permitted her to prpceed. 

« BOSTON, ApRit 16. 

^. jBJ? an arfivaly on Saturday^ of a veffil from CurrtteM'i wt 

*< received the following proteft of Hugh fVilfon^ mafter of 

> ^ .4^uK!:an Sng called tie y^fjiyM^ngii^ f 9 B4iJtimore;ms 

' ^^ h£::.T uulyfivorn before the notary royal and fubluif Su 

*^ Bartholomew^ diclarcth ;--i 

♦? That, ha\dng got Ma vcffel captured « and condemned, 
^*a5 hereafter will appear, and having, had his log-book and 
'jail the papers belonging to dje veiTel and to himfelf 
*•*■ r^kqij trom him, all to ^^0 (hipping articles and a fmall 
** n>e.nwindum book of his private di/biXrfemehts, he is obli- 
*.' i - • V \g^iv'5 his declaration* from memory, and to the beftol 
*' hi nvcikcaion, viz. that, on the i©th of April laft, 1795, 
I** Tic friltsd in faidbrig from St. Pierre, in the ifland of Mar- 
^** tinique, bound to Antigua ; that, on the 12th of faid month, 
** in the mMming^ he wais bonded by the French armed fchoo- 
V \^^r calied, (as near as he could recolle£t) the Alheniennc, 
** c invTjJiinded by one Pafcal from Guadauldpe, under thelec 
*\oi* wiilch ifland the brig then was, and in ^he evening was 
♦* carried into^ Baffaterrc rbad, in lard laft ifland. That the 
" fame deponent and all his crew were immediately put onboard 
*' a French floqj of \irar, where they were detained about eight 
^ on ten days, without knowing what was. the intention of the 
" French, to do with tb^ faid brig, and without ever having been 
" heard or examined. That the deponent and the fupercargo, Mr. 
** John S tarck,were fent on fhore ^d conducted to the interpreter 
** or linguifter, who told them the brig Jay and her remaining 
** cargo, confifting in corn and ftaves, had already been con- 
" demned, and who furnifhcd Mr, Starck with a copy of the 
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«« cDndeitination. That Mr. Starck Was put at liberty ; but 
** thedeponeiiit was^ die next day, thrown into Baflaterre goal, 
^ where he remained about ten dayc, after which he was drove 
*' out of thefaid goal and put in chains, onboarda fmaH Frcncli 
••fchooner bound to Point-a-Petfe, the deponent lying all the 
*' pafTage (about fixty hours )> with eight prifonefs more chained 
^ to the fame bar, in tne hold of faid fchooner, upon the ftone bal- 
** laft, with a very fcanty and indifiFerent food. That, Haviag 
*' arrived infuch a fituation at Point-a-Pttre^ the deponent was 
" immediately put on board one of theprifonlhips in the harbour, 
*^ where he was detained for near eight months, that is to fay, 
*' until the ift inftant, (January I796) when captain Whee- 
** ler, of the brig Peggy, of New- York, having obtained per- 
** miflion to pick out jjimerican failor*, that might be foUnd on 
*' bosrrd of the different prifon ftiips^ came along fide the fliip, 
*^ where the deponent was detained. That having made hia 
^^ cafe known to him, he the faid captain Wheeler toolc the de* 
** ponent*along with him,^and put him on board the iaid brig; " 
** Peggy- That on the lith inft* or thereabout, the depon- 
** ent went in faid brig from Point-a-Petre, and arrived in this 
** harbour of Guftavia yefterday, the J3th inft* without yet 
** knowing what has become of his velfel, the brig Jay, nee 
** cargo, or any thing belonging to her^ and without ever hav-* 
*^ ing been heard) either in behauf of faidinroperty or of himfeli^ 
'^ during all the time of near nine months, he was detained in 
*^ Guadaloupe, plundered of every thing belonging to him, an({ 
" not left a fecond fliirt to put on ; that, during his detention in 
** Point-a-Pctre,' captain Lyle of Baltimore^ as he pafled by 
^' the faid prifonfliip, having feen and recoUefied the deponent^ 
<* had applied tk the commiflaire de guerre in his behalf, but in 
*' vain, as faid captain Lyle afterwards told the deponent. 

« [Here follows the proteft of ^ the judge and notary public, 
•* declaring the capture and condemnation to be contrary to the 
** law of nations, and of humanity ; the whole is dated at Guf- 
« tavia,(St;Bartholomew)the I4tftjanuary,l796.]'' 

The infertion of the preceding article, ought to 
vindicate this work from the fufpicion of a dcfirc 
to conceal or palliate the injuries committed againf^ 
American commerce by the French republic. No- 
thing of that mature has been intentionally over- 
looked ; for the only objeft of the author is the 
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difcovcry and publication of truth, without the 
imalleft concern what nation, or what individual 
may chance to appear in an unfavourable light. 
From this inftance of JFrench piracy, we return to 
Britifli depredations. ., 

A paragraph, dated Norfolk, April $6th, 1796^ 
mentions the arrival of the fchooner Eleanor, cap- 
tain Jackfbn. He gave an account of the HuiTar, 
a Britifh frigate, having captured the fhip Alexan- 
der of Yorktown, captain Orr, from Lifbon to Nor- 
folk. The crew were taken on bpard of the Huf- 
far, and the (hip herfelf was fent to Halifax. The 
Maryland Journal, of the 2d of May, gives ac- 
count of the fchooner Betfey of Bofton, captain 
Philips. She was taken by the Britifli, but re-cap- 
tured by the crew, who delivered up the Britifli as 
prifoners to the French, at Jacquemel. TThe fame 
Bew(paper tells of the feizure of the (hip Alc;sander, 
of Baltimore, by the Britifh. She was bound from 
Demarara for Baltimore. The captors.ferit her in- 
to Grenada, where the cargo was libelled. • Here 
is alfo a ftatement from captain Wade of the fchoo- 
ner Polly, of thirteen fail of Americans which 
had been fent into Kingfton, Jamaica, between the 
20th of February, and the ift bf April, 1796. 
One of thefe vcflels was bound from Baltimore to 
Calcutta. * 

It feems amazingthat,ln thefaceof fuchinjuricsj 
any member of Congrefs could recommend appron- 
priations^for the Britifli treaty. Public curioCty 
has been excited by the concealment of Mr. Jay's 
infliruftions. Accefs has been obtained to this paper, 
and leave ;has been given to make an abftra<a of 
every material part of it. This, though notan form, 
yet in fubftatfce, will anfwer the end in view.* 

Some notite has already been taken of the fingu- 
lar condua of the executive' in refufing to treat 
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•"witfe Genet becaxife the Senate were not then fit- i 
ting, and thereafter, while they aftually were in 
ieffion, of hia refoiving to enter into aBritifli nego- 
' elation, and nominating Mr- Jay as envoy, with- 
out giving the Sen at<| previous intimatiton of fuch 
adefign. The meflage docs not alk either advice 
or confent, but abruptly declares that ke has thought 
proper n This is not the conftitutional ftyle of aflc- 
irtg advice, or confent • The departure from thq^ 
Ipirit of the conftitution is obviouis, 

The melTage was received by the Senate on tile * 
l6th of April, 1794- ^" ^^ ^7th , amotion was^ 
made in the following words: '' that previous to 
** going into the confideration of the nomination of 
*•' a fpecial envoy to the court of Grekt Britain, the 
** Prefident of the United States be reqttfted to in^ 
** form the Senate of the whole bufinejs with which 
*^ the propofed envoy is to be charged J* This mo- 
tion was negatived. Thus the advice z.nA confent of 
the Senate, as required by the conftitution, were 
overlooked. Without confulting them, the ffffiy^fit 
refolved to eriter into a nego elation, and named^ en- 
voy. When he Tent down the meffage to the Senate 
as to his having done fo, he did not let them know 
.•what the negoci'ation was to be about. If the words 
ddui€e and confent mean any thing, it piufr furely be 
that the Senate ^re to be previoufly acquainted witb 
and confulted upon the bufinefs that an ambaflador 
is going to undertake. There can be no other ra- 
tional explanation of the phrafe. The Senate couW 
I not pretend to give their advice about the expe- 
diency of commencing a treaty, when they did not 
know the terms on whicrfi it was to begin. Yet 
*fuch is the Ipirit in a majority of that body^ that 
they refufed, as appears above, to requeft a conv- 
mujnication from the Prefident upon this point,. 
They had a title to have demanded fnchznecclzLir-' 

• cififmctttt In private life^ it would be mockery to 
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afk a man to confent to any budnefs, without firft 
telling him the fcope of it. Without jfuch kno>v- 
ledge it is impoffible that he can give any thing dc- 
ferving the name either of advice or confent. 

On the 19th of April a motion was made in the? 
Senate of which the following is part. ** That to. 
" permit judges of the Supreme Court to bold, at 
^ the fame time, any other office or employment 
•• emanating from, and holdeu at the pJeafure of 
•• the Executive, is contrary to the (piritr of the cimr- 
\ ftitution, and, as tending to expofe them to the 
•• influence of the Executive, i& miJchievQus and im- 
•• politic.^ This motion paffed in the negative^ 
ten tofeventeen. On the 27th of November,, I794> 
Dr. William Smith objeftcd in Congrels to the dc-» 
joaocratic fbciety of this city, the holding of fuch 
a doftrine. But its being fupported by ib large a 
part of the Senate ought ^% Icaft tghaye foftqned the 
Icverity of hisc cenfure^ 

We now come to the inftruftions of our envoy* 

Of thefe ^n, entii^e copy cannot, as above ftated, fac 

obtained ; butpermiffion has, been procured to make 

a, copious. abftrr,(ft.. They fet out with direding 

Mr. Jay to Qbtainredrefs for the piracies committed 

on our commerce by au^thority of inftruftions from 

the king and counciU Hq is n^xt enjoiped to draw 

to a conclufion all points of difference concerning 

the peace of 1783. The Executive then expreflTes 

a wifh, that ** the d/sbts-, the interejl claimed ufop. 

* " f^entyand all things relating to them^ be put ouU 

^htin a diplomatic dijcuffion^ a^ beir^g certainly of . 

mdicial nature to be decided by our courts.^ If 

point could not be obtained, he was to fup,- 

> the doftrines. of government,. " with argur 

Lents proper for the pccafiou, and with that atr 

:ntion to his former public opinions, which felt 

"fpe<a will juftify/'' This phrafe, as. to former 
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pubUc opinions^ does not fccm very happy. Mr;. 
Jay, as a judge, had declared, from the bench that 
the Engliffi were juftified in detaining the wcftera 
pofls, on account of the debts due to Britain. 
Hence, attention fo his fonner opinions, would 
lead him to vindicate the latter, at the expence of 
Am erica • 

The inftruftions proceed to fay, that, '^ the Bri- 
" tifli govei'nment, having denied their abetting the 
■• Indians, wc muft, of courfe, acquit them. But we 
" have fatisfaftory proofs, fbme of which, howc- 
** vcr, cannot, as you will difcover, be well ufed 
" in public, that Britifh agents are guilty of ftir- 
** ring up, and. affifting, with arms, ammunition, 
" and warlike implemqnts, the differcdt tribes of 
" Indians againft us. 

. ** It is incumbent upon that government to re- 
** (train tliefe agents, as a forbearance to reftrain 
" them, cannot be interpreted otherwife than as a 
" determinatioh to countenance them." Mr. Jay 
was farther direfted to infift,: ^' that the Indians 
" .dwelling in the tet-ritories of one, fiiall not be in- 
•* terfered with by the other.'* He was likewife en- 
joined, *' to explain the pacific wiftics of America, 
" in cafe that he (hould find the court of London 
•* equally difpofed for amity.'* Mr. Jay was, be- 
fides, inftrudted to mention the dangerous effeA that 
might be produced upon the minds of the citizens 
of America, by the continuation of outrages in the 
WefWndies, while, at the fame time, aur courts 
gave entire authority to claims for Britifh debt^. 
Mr. Jay was,' in particular, enjoinejl to confidcr ^^the 
•* inexecuthn and infradion of the treaty^ asjianding 
•• on dijlind grounds from the vexations and/polia^ 
" tionj; foihat no adjuftment of the former^ is to be 
♦• influenced by the latter.** Mr. Jay was, in the next 
place^ inftra<^ed, if he {h6uld be able ta obtain fV 
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tisfaftbn^ as to the trcfj^affes on the treaty of 178 j, 
and as to the Weft-Indian piracies, to found the 
Britifb miniftry on the fubjeft of a obmmercial 
treaty. If he found this fwbje^il eligible, he wasci- 
pecisdly direfted to infift upon the following points. 

•* l# Reciprocity in navigation, and particuJarJjr 
•• to the Weft-Indies, and even to the Eaft-Indies. 1 

•• The admiifioa of wheat, fiftij falt-meat, and ' 
•* other great ftaples, upon the fame footing with I 
•• the admiflioa of the great Britifh ftaples in Ame-^ 
••rican ports. | 

•• ^. FUEft SHIM TO JlIAKE FREE GOODS. 

** 4* Proper fecurity for tht fafety of neutral 
•• commerce in other refpeifts ; and particularly, by 
'•* declaring provifions never to be contraband, iex- 
•* cept in the ftrongcft poffible cafe ; as the bteck- ; 
" ade of a port ; or, if attainable^ by abolifhing 
•• contraband altogether* By defining a Mobkadc, ( 
•• if «oritraband, mnft continue, in fbme degree, as 
•* it is defined in the armed neutrality* By reftric- ' 
•* ting the opportunities of vexation, in vifiting vef- 
"icls, and bringing under ftrifter management 
•• privateers, and expediting recoveries ag^inft 
*• them for mifconduA. 

** 5. Exemption of emigrants, particularly ma- 
•• nufafturers, froni reftraint*, 

" 6» Free export of arms and military ftores. 

•• 7 • The exclufioft of the term " the moft favou^ 
•* ed nation," as being produftive of embarraflment. 

" 8. The convoy of m^chadt (hips, by the pub-' 
•• lie ihips of war, where it fhall be necejQTary, and 
*• they be holding the fame courft. 

"9. It is anxioufly to be defired, that the fifti'ng 
•• grounds now engrofled by the Britifh, ftiould be | 
•• opened to the citizens of the United States. 

* Every body knoviri hoir admirably this point bas been attended to» 
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" lo.' The intercqurf^.with England makes it ne^ 
'• ccflary thtf the difability arifmg from alienage, 
" in cafes of inheritance Ihould be put on a liberal 
** footing; or rather abcrfiftied. 

•* II. You may difcufs the fale of prizes in our 
" ports, while we are neutral j and this, perhaps^ 
" may be added to the confiderations which we 
" have to give, befidcfethqfe of reciprocity. 

"12. Proper ftielter,dcfenee, andfuccour^againft 
** pirates, fhipwreck, &c. 

"13. Full fecurkyibr the retiring of the citizens 
** of the United StVtes from the Britiih dominion^ 
" in cafe a war {hou^d break out. 

" 14* No privateering commiilions to be taken 
" out by the fubjefts of the one, or the citizens of 
•• the other party, againft each other*. 

'• ijT. Confuls to be admitted in Europe^ the Weft 
" andvEaft-Indics. 

'* 16. In cafe of 'an Indian war, none but the ufu* 
•* al fuppUcs i^ peace fhall be furnilhcd. 

"17. In peace, no troops to^be kept within a li- 
•' mited diftance from the lakes. 

"18. No ftipulation whatever i$ to intei^fere With ' 
" our obligations to France. 

" 19. A treaty is not to be continued beyond fi#- , 
" teenyears." 

The above enumeration prefented, in a general 
point of view, the objefts which our Executive con- 
fidered as defirable to be comprehended in a com-» 
mercial treaty. But Mr. Jay was efpecially caution- ^ 
cd not to expeft that a treaty could be pofitiycly c^ 
fcfted with ib great a variety of advantages in ft* 
♦ -■■' * 

* It is hard to goefs what our Extcativc could roean by this io- 
Jun6^ion. In cafe .of a rupture between this country and Eogiand* 
;he chief way in which we can affeft her intcreft, muft be by attack* 
*«g her commerce. Hence a ilipulation for rcftrifting oar own <£i 
foru ia that quarter^ has not an eiitmac appearance of perfpioiity^ 



; Diqitiz*j 



Bv Google 



tyfi HISTORV OP THB 

vhw of America. Here it is difficute to fbpprtHk 
the feelings of furprifc,. at fo very injudicious a 
choice of the time for making a commercial treaty 
with Britain, Something has been faid upon that 
fubjeft already, arid to which the reader is referred. 

The fixth chapter of an aft of Parliament, pall 
in the aSth yCar of the reign of George the third, 
mentions certain articles which may be carried 
from the United States to the Britifti Weft-Indies, 
in Britijh bottoms ; and certain others which may 
be convcjred from the Britifh Weft-Indies to the 
United States m Britijh bottoms. Mr. Jay was en- 
joined, if prafticable, to obtain the fame privilege, 
in both cafes, for ^;%(?r/r^;2 bottoms. Butfuch trea- 
ty, inftead of the ufual claufe of ratification, was 
to contain the following, *' This treaty (hall be ob- 
^' ligatory and conclufive,. when the iame fhall be 
*' ratified by his Britannic majefty of the one part, 
" and by the Prefident of the United States, by 
*^ and with the advice and confent pf the Senate, of 
" the other." 

But if a treaty of commerce could toot be form- 
ed upon a bafis as advantageous as that above Aa- 
ted, Mr. Jay was prohibited from concluding or 
Jigning any Jiich; ** it being conceived that it would 
*' not be expedient to do any thing more than to 
** digeft with the Britifti miniftry, the articles of 
^' fuch a treaty, as they appeared willing to accede 
^^ tOy referring them here for confideration and for'- 
*^ ther infirudion^ previous to a formal conclufion." 

From this part of Mr. Jay's inftruftions, the plain 
inference feems to be, that he was not at liberty to 
fign any treaty at all, till it had been previoufly re- 
mitted to this cpuntry for exaifaination. Indeed it 
was plainly enough admitted, in the Houfe of Re- 
prefentatives,- that our envoy had exceeded his 
powers* 



Diqitized by VjOOQ IC 



tJNiTTED STATES. 177 

After this injun6lion, the inftruftionS to Mr* 
Jay proceed injmediately in the fallowing worjds. 
" Some of the other points which it would be in- 
" terefting to comprehend in a treaty, may not be 
" attended with difficulty. Among thefe, is the 
" admilfion of our commodities and maniifaftures 
" generally, in the Britifli European dominions, 
^* upon a footing equally good with thofeof othct* 
** foreign countries* At prefent, certain enumera* 
" ted articles only are admitted^ and though the 
•* enumeration embraces all the articlei^ which it 
** is of prefent confequence to us to be able to export 
*^ to thofe ^dominions, yet, in.procefs of time, an cx- 
^* tenfionofthe dbjefts maybecorae of momcnt.Thc 
** fixing of the privileges'Which we now enjoy, in the 
" BritiUiEaft Indies, by toleration of the company's 
•* government, if any arrangement can be made with 
*' the confent of the company for that purpofe^ 
*• would alfo be a valuable ingredient/' 

As Denmark and Sweden were upon very indif- 
ferent terms with the Britifli miniftry^ and as Ruffia^ 
the nominal ally of England, had, in the American 
war, appeared at the head of the famous armed neu- 
trality, it was to beexpefted, that fome co-operation 
from that quarter would greatly tend to enforce the 
fuccefs of Mr. Jay^s errand. Accordingly ,/bme ideas 
on tliis fubjeft feem to have occurred to ourAn^crican 
cabinet. But the timid andindecifive ftyle in which 
the inftruftions^ as to that point, are couched, ihews . 
how little could be refted upon them. Our envoy was 
cautioned as to entering into fuch a negociation, if 
there was a danger of its being difcovered by the 
Britifh court. Now this notion of our Executive 
runs exprefsiy counter to the common experience 
of mankind. For, the very dread of Jay maturing 
fuch a treaty, would have j|jcen the moft likely way 
to bring GrenvUle to favourable terms. Nothing 

A a 
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was to. be depended upon from that quarter, but 
through the operation of intereft or fear; an<l the 
ihorteft way to make this impreflion, wai^, by affec- 
ting a corrcfpondence with the lianith and Swedifh 
minifters, even though America had previoufly de- 
termined to decline fuch a-conjun<ftiori. The for- 
mer armed neutrality had ftrUck England with un- 
ufual, aJarm^ and the very dread of a fecond com* 
binationof that fort would have chilled the warmeft 
drop of blood iii the veins of the Englifh nation. In 
private life, when you want to cheapen a piece of 
goods, the firft argu^inent is, that you can gO to the 
jiext ftore. But Jay was exprefsly direded to con- 
ceal any defign of fuch a nature. To give our Exe- 
cutive full juftice, the whole paffage, as it imme- 
diately follows the laft quotation, is here inferted 
verbatim. 

" You will have no difficulty in gaining accefs to 
"the minifters of Ruflia, Denmark, and Sweden, 
"at the court of London. The principles of the 
** armed neutrality would abundantly cover our 
" neutral rights. If, therefore^ the lituation of 
" things withrefpcftto Great Britain ihould diftatc 
** the neceffityof taking the precaution of foreign co- 
*' operation on this head; ifnoprofpedofaccommodor 
" tion fhquldbe thwarted by the danger ofjuch a mesr 
^^ Jure being known to the Britijk court; and if an en- 
** tire view of all our political relations, fliall, in your 
" judgment^ permit the ftep ; you will found thofe 
** minifters upon the probability of an alliande with 
" their nations to fupport thofe principles. . Howe- 
*' ver, there can be no rifk in examining what can 
** be concerted with Denmark and- Sweden, or any 
" other power, againft the Algerines. It may be rc- 
*' prefented to the Britifti miniftry, how produftivc 
>" of perfed conciliation it might be to the people of 
v" the United States, if Great Britain would ufe her 
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" influence with the Dey of Algiers for the libera- 
" tionof the American citizens in captivity, and for 
•• a peace upon reafbnable terms. It has been com-- 
** municated from abroad^ to be the fixed policy of 
" Great Britain to check our trade in grain to the 
" Mediterranean. This is too doubtful to be aflu- 
" med, but fit for enquiry.^* ^ 

As to ti>e reftriftion in correfponding with the 
miniftcrs of Sweden and Denmark, with regard to* 
an armed neutrality, the reader can compare the 
text with the commentary, and decide whether a 
minifter like Jay, who had juftified the Britiflx in 
detaining the weftern ports, was likely to negoci- 
ate with the northern powers, under fuch equivocal 
and tremulous injunftions. 

Another part of the above paragraph, refers to 
getting the Britifti miniftry to obtain the liberation 
of American priionera in Algiers. Our minifter 
was to tell* how productive this ftep would be of 
perfect conciliation. If the Britifti had defired the 
latter, American failors would ncVer have been 
carried as (laves into Barbary* It was publicly un- 
derftbod in both countries, that the court of London, 
by patching up the Portuguefe truce, were the real 
authors of the Algeriue piracies. Nojlro quoquc 
Jeculo mon/trum. To fuch atrocious^ fuch abandon- 
ed political bloodhounds, whbfe guilt rivals the 
darkeft precedent in the records of perdition, the 
application of this trimming, fawning ftyle, was per- 
feftly ufeleis. It was like telling a highwayman 
how greatly you would thank him for returning your 
purfe. Jay, if in earneft, ought to have aflumed a 
different tone* " You are not only,** he might have 
iaid,'' corfairs in perfbn, but corfalrs by proxy. You 
•* have not only accumulated upon our commerce 
«* every wrong that Britifli bucannecrs were capable 
^^ of infli<iHng,but.with a^meannefs and bafenefi whicl\ 
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^^ no language can defcribe,you hav€ fummoTied tQ 
** your aid the df 6gs of the human race. Till you 
*♦ make reparation, common fenfe loudly exclaims 
*' that no treaty between us can repay ^he trouble 
•* of fubfcription/' ^ t > 

The laft fentence of the above extraft from Jay s 
inftrudions, fpeaks of fomething as a fecvet, which 
was in reality Icnown tp the whole world. England 
adhered to thepolicy of checking, not merely Ame- 
rican trade ingrain to the Mediterranean-, but^ Ame- 
rican trade in every commodity to every quarter of 
th? world. Lord Sheffield had even wrote abook^ 
e^ttremely popular in England, wherein he r^om- 
mcndedthat proteftion from ^'the powers of Bar- 
i* bary'* fhoufd not be granted by England to Ame- 
rican commerce, This was, in other wordg^, recom- 
mending that thefe robbers (hould be turned loofe 
upon us, at the firft opportunity. When Jay went 
to England, Lord Sheffield, the apoftlc of this pro^ 
jeft, was high in the confidence of Mr. Pitt,, fo that 
the conduft of the latter was raierely an illuilration 
of the principles of the former. Yet pur Executive 
ipcaks, in the inilruftions, as if this news had been 
conveyed by fomc fecret channel^ though the doc* 
trine and'pradice of the Britifli mipiftry were 
alike notoripus. Nay, Mr. Tench Coxe had wrote 
an anfwer to Sheffield, and in particular to this At 

ferine plan, feveral years before Mr. Jay went to 
Ingland. Thus our Executive might bave^found 
full evidence as to. th^' fixed policy of Britain^ ia 
the ftore of ev^ry bookfcUer in Philadelphia. 
The next part of the inftruftions is in thefe words. 
•* Such are the outlines pf the condutSi: which the 
«' Prefidcnt wiflies you to piirfue. He is awafe that 
*• at this diftance, and during the prefent inftabi- 
•• lity of pablic events, he cannot undertake to pre- 
^ fcribc rules whiqhihall be irrevocable j you viJl> 
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** therefore, confider the ideas herein cxpreffed, as 
" 2m[iountingto recommendations (?«/)/, which, in your 
" difcretion you may modify^ as feems moft benefit 
" cial to the United States, except in the following 
" cafes, which are immutable* 

" I. That, as the Britifti miniftry will doubtlefi 
" be iblicitous to detach us from France, and may, 
" probably, make fome overtures of this kind ; you 
" will inform them that the government of the Uni- 
** ted States will not derogate from our treaties and 
" engagemqnts with France, and that experience 
" has fhewn that we can be honefl in our duties to 
'* the Britifli nation, without laying ourfelyes under 
" any particular reftraints as to other nations ; and, 

" 2. That no treaty of commerce be concluded, 
*• contrary to ihe foregoing prohibition J' 

This extraft concludes the inftruftions. A (hort 
anialyfis will evince that they are not remarka- 
ble for perfpicuity. We fhall begin at their outfet, 
and attempt a fliort ikctch of their merits, 

Thefirft objeA ftated in the inftruftions is, to ob* 
tain rcdrefs for the piracies, or, as the . paper 
terms it, '^ for the vexations zud/poliations com- , 
^' mitted on our commerce.*' 'I'he moft atroci- 
ous of thefe vexations was the impreffment of ^ 
American feamen ; yet, in the whole text of the in- 
ftruftions, of which about five-fixths have been ex- 
a(ftly cited, nothing diftinft or decifive is faid on 
that point t ] We have inferted above, an entire 
copy of the whole nineteen articles upon which Mr, 
Jay was authorifed 'to found a commercial treaty. 
In thefe, nothing levels at the praftice of imprelP* 
ment,unlef3 it can be implicated under the general 
phrafe, *'^s to the fafety of neutral commerce," ^ 
and *'' rejlriding the opportunities of vexations in 
'^ vifiting veffeis/' Reftriftion is one thing, and 
f rohibition i? anotl^Qr ; fo that Qvcn if impreflment . 
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had been really implied, the language was too vague 
and equivocal for the objeft. The treaty, as it now 
ftands, contains not one fingle word about the pro- 
tci^ion of American fe^mcn. After Grenville and 
Jay had almoft finiflbed the articles of this paper, 
Jay fent a note to the BritiOi minifter, containing 
eighteen correftions, or additions, that had occur- 
red to him. Only one of them, viz. the fixteenth, 
deferves publication hcre.^ It is in thefe words. 

*' An articjie ought td be added, to prevent the 

^' impreflment of each other's people.'' 

To this claufe, the anfwer was thus. 

^' Lord Grenville can fee no reafon whatever, 

^ *^ whyYuch an article ftiouldnot be added/' No 

' farther notice was taken by Mr. Jay of the bufinefs* 

As totheauthenticityof this fmgular correfpondence, 

it has been firfl: had from a member of the Houfc 

of Reprefentatives of laft ^ongrefs, who read it 

when lying on the table of the Senate, and the 

fabftanceof it was publiflied^laft fall, in Britifli Ho- 

nmtr and Humanity. It was fiiice repeated to. the 

author by amcmber of the Senate. As for the merit 

rif our envoy, in this cafe, a thoufand volumes of 

diplomatic hiftory would not furnifh fuch another 

inftance of negligence in the duty of office. 

The inftruftions next obferve, that the debts due 
to England are to be " put outright^ in a diploir.a- 
*' tic difcuffion, as being certainly of a judicial na- 
** ture to be decided by our cbuYts .** Inflead of this 
Mr. Jay erefted an arbitrary board of five commil^ 
fioners. Thus American debtors were, with one 
dafh of his p^n, deprived of the right of a trial hy 
jury. The Prefident and Senate ratified this breach 
ofjaftice and of law. 

• In paCung, one cannot fall to admire the claSrcal ftyfc of oni 
Cahiqct, 
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THiC inftriiftions likewifefay, that " the Briti(h 
" government^ hiaving denied the abetting of the 
'* Indisins^ we muji^ of cour/e^ acquit them" On the 
fame principle, an American debtor, denying hjs 
debt before the five commifTioners, they niujl^ of 
courfe^ acquit him. . - 

Mr. Jay was alfo to confidcr, ** the inexccution 
^^ and infra<a:ion of the treaty, as (landing on 
*^ diftinft grounds from the vexations and (po- 
*' liations ; fo that no adjuftment of the former, 
*^ isiJ'to be influenced by the latter :' The ge- 
neral face of the treaty plainly fets oft" the 
debts due to/Bfitain, againft the detention of 
the weftcrn ports, and the piracies in the Weft- 
Indies. The public liave been fufficicntly tired 
with Tvarping upon Jay's treaty ; but the bufinefs of 
compenfation Hands at prefcnt as follows. Provi- 
ding (that American mierchants recover their darna- 
ges in a Britifh court of admiralty, they are not to 
receive immediate paytnent. The Britifh claiiris 
on American debtors are to be held up as a cotinter- 
poife; and, when theJbalance fhall be ftruck be- 
tween the two clafTes of claims, the Britifh expe49: 
and fay, that feveral ^millions of dollars will be 
found in their favotiri This extraordinary mode 
of compenfation for piracy, was related by a perfon 
high in office in the Britifh fervice, to a Senator of 
the prefent Congrefs, from whom the account is 
here given. ' . " 

We now come to the queflion, xvhether Mr. jay 
broke his iriflriidions f A few literal citations, from 
them will decide this point. On p. 17 6,^ there hai 
already been quoted a. paragraph beginning thus: 
^' but if a treaty of commerce cannot be formed up- 
" on a bafis as advantageous as this, you are not 
*' to conclude or sign' any such, it being con- 
" eeived,^' &c. The whole paragraph isfomewhat 
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confufed, but it clearly enjoins a prohibitioti iij>6n 
Mr. Jay of figning any treaty^ unlefs he could ob- 
tain an agreement to the whole of his own terms, 
which the Executive, as above, fays, could mt be 
expected. Thus we havd one.'ftep. 

A fubfequent paflage already quoted, has thelb 
words: ''you will therefore confidcr the ideas 
.'' herein expreflcd, as amounting t6 recomfnen- 
" dations anfy^ which in your difcretion you 
" may modify, as fcems moft beneficial to thaUni- 
*' ted States, except in the>twq following cafes, 
*' which are immutabLe.^^ ♦ I 

The twd cafes are above inferted. t>ne of them 
is^ " that no treaty of commerce be concluded or 
" figned, contrary to the foregoifig prohibition/* 
Thefe are the clofing words of the inftruftions ; 
and hence they muft be regarded as explanatory 
of what, goes before them, ' The preceding prohi- 
bition can only allude to that paflage where Mi-. 
Jay is forbidden from figning a treaty:, unlefs he ob- 
tained every thing on his own conditions. . The 
intermediate reference to his difcretion is inftant- 
ly checked by the prohibition of figning. The cafe 
may then be reduced to three points. 

I . Mr. Jay was prohibited from figning a treaty 
unlefs on certain t-erms^ that w^rc not witt^n tk 
compafs of expectation. :' 

fi. Mr.. Jay figned a treaty* 

3. So far from obtainingthe terras required, he 
agreed to a treaty almoft ^entirdiy the reverfir of 
them. Forinftance, Freeyitips to make free goods 
is inverted. The fecurity 'of em^igrant manufac- 
:turers is unnoticed. No admiffion is obtained to 
Britifti fifliing grounds. In the cafe of an Indian 
war, we have no reftriftion of militaiy fiipplies 
from Britain to the favages. The free escort of 
arms and .mHitaiy ftores is forbidden, in time of 
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war, for th^ eighteenth article of the treaty declares 
them contraband.- Thus, but of the eighteen in- 
junftions above! quoted, the third, fifth^ fixth, iiinth, 
and iixtecnth, are either neglefted or contradiftedj 
and other infradiohs, of an inferior nature, may 
readily be found* But, palfing by fuch trite mate-i 
rials, we proceed at once to the- two capital points 
of /kcuriiy to American commerce and of avoiding alt 
caufe of offence to France i As to the firft, the Bri- 
tifh continue at this day (Jufte 19th, i?$7,) to plun-» 
der, though two years and feven months have paft 
bverfince Mr- Jay figned his treaty . With regard 
to the fecond, the French were, from the firft^ 
highly and reafbnably exafperated at the conditions 
of the treaty^ and a war with that repubiie is like- ' 
lyto bethe confeqiience* 

Thus, in all their material parts, Mr* Jay vio* 
lated his poWers . We alke'd for a fifti, and he gave 
us a ferpent. It has been whifpered that a fecond 
fet of inftruiSions were trinfmitted to bur envoy* ^ 
They were never laid before the Senate, audit fol- 
lows, that, if tliey really exifted, which is extreme-^ 
ly doubtful, the Senate knew liothing about them* 
They can form no part of 6ur envoy s vindication, 
unlefs^he fhall chufe to produce them* 

. The tenth article, as to the injuftice and impolicy 
of fequeftrating Britilh debts, was written, as it now 
ftands, by Mr* Jay- This evinces, if evidence 
were wanting, that the whole affair was an inftru* . 
ment of party. 

We have now afcertained that Mr/ Jay trefpaf^ 
fed his orders* The next queftion is, by yrhatmo^ 
tives he could be induced to do fo ? In this coun- 
try it has been the cuftom to holdup Americans as 
a race of fuperior beings, and from that theory the 
refult is, that, for Grenville to purchafe our federal 
envoy, was imprafticable, But the tenth article of 

B b 
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the treaty, by an exprefs implication, aiTaigns Mr. 
Dayton and a confiderable party in Congrefs^ as me- 
ditating an aft of injuftice. Canxillus, alfo*, in all 
the plenitude of his eloquence, can Hudnapaw^^rs of 
language equal to the bafcnefs of the Daytonian pro- 
jeft. 

From thefe eftimates of American purity,,.every 
man will make what inference he thinks .fit, as to 
the probable fale of our treaty. Speaking of this 
country, Thomas Paine has indeed told us that 
** the innocence of her ckarader^ that won the 
*5 hearts of all nations in her favour, may, a thou- 
*^ fand years hence, found like a ron^ance ; her 
^ inimitable virtue y as if it had never becnt/' At 
' the date of only ten years, from writing of the 
above fentence, the tale founds not like a romance, 
to be fure, but very like an untruth. It forms a 
part of that empty blabbing of national vanity, 
which has been remarked among every race of 
/-Mankind, from Greenland to Cape Horn. With- 
' ■ out launching into the ocean of the revolutionary 
virtue of the Unitdd States, let us hear what the 
Affembly of Georgia have to fay about its fituation, 
in 1796. The pifture jnakes an intercfting part of 
the hiftory of that year. 

« GEORGIA, 
•« BURKE COUNTY, ibth of January^ 1796. 
. * Clemcfnt Lanier, cfij. one of the Reprcfentatives intbe le- 
^ giflature of this ftate, >vho, being 3uly fworn, on the Holy 
^ E vangelifts of the Almighty God, depofeth and fays, that, du- 
** ring the laft feffioncrf'the legiflature of Augufta, in the win- 
** ter of the year 1795, he being a member of tho/Houfe of 
¥ Reprcfentatives, and fitting oh the fame feat ^with , Henry 
1< Grindat, another of the members of that hbufe, before the 
^< fpeaker took the chair, the faid Grindat recommended to him 
" to be la favour of the fale of the weftern lands, for diat he 

* Soptm, chap. IV. + Paine to Wafhingtou, p. 8» 
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^ the feid Grindat, undcrftood it was worth jr our notice ; for 
•* Mr. Thoiiias Wylly, a Senator fbom Effingham county, 
*' had told the faid.Grin4aty that he, the faid Wy%, couU havr 
^' eight or ten negroes for his part : and the deponent further 
^* failthy that, on the feme day, in the rftcrnoohj the faid Thomas 
«« Wylly, came into -the lobby of the fcoiife, and bockoned to 
*^ the deponent, who followed hjm out, when the converfation 
*< conunenced about the Thzoo aiiy th^t at the fame time,* 
*' Mr* Dcniibn came by, andafked what we were upon. The^ 
** faid Wylly anfwcted, the land bufincfe ;. tte laid Denifon 
** then came up, and Wyllv withdrew j that Denifon then told 
*' the deponent, that he dia not pretend to advife any member 
** to be Ml favour of felitag the land, but that thoie: whow wtre- 
*' in favour of felling it, were hdndfcmely provtd^djbryzni that 
** ifthe deponent thought proper to be in favour of felling, that 
*' b^ Jbould have pafi'^ apd that th^ fakl. p^l^ifpn faid, th^.he • 
*' was a purchafer iof fuch of the niember's parts, as had a mind, 
*^ to fell, but tinderftood' that (bme of the members -pretende* 
** to afk^ight and ten negi*oes for a fearc,or-thek Ihares^iie faidt 
*' he qouiinot give fo miush, hut the de|iOfient mightt dpppnd he 
5* Mrouil^ piirchafe ; the deppneot further feith, tha^t, prcvipus toi 
^* anjf oflhebcfprereci;cd;^amibnccs, Mr./WiHiam, tpng- 
" ftreet, one of the memteri of the faid kgiffatur^, frequentTy- 
^. called on the deponent^and afked why he ^vas'not in favour 
*' of felling the wefterri laHdSjWhp ahfwered, he did not think it^ 
*^ tight to fell to companies of fpecufettors. The tieponent a0 
«f this- time, wifbed to make further difcovery of ttecondu<ft 06 
" the members on that fale, and therefore afFe<9:ed to be inclined, 
« to come into the meafure, and^ by that means, kept up a con ver- 
*« (Jitioa^pu t i;t ocGafipnally \ that'on the day die WJ receiv^its 
** firft reading, before thehoufeconvened, feid Longflxeet^k^ 
^i tot^e deponent to ggit^tsappcobation totheialcThe deponent 
^^ aifoed'-him to fliew him what fecurity the members h^d of. 
*^ the pjn'chafe, when thefeid^Ldngftreet pi^fented a certificate,: 
^entitling the bear^r'to two fhares ©f twenty-five thoufand'^ 
" acres each, figned by Nathaniel Pendleton^ chairman. The> 
« dcgpoent then told the faid Longftreet> that diat was not 
**what, he had formerly told him was ^a , member's' Ihare^ for 
" the faid Lpngftreet had before faid^a. member's fliare tya^ 
^^jeveTity-jivethoufand acres. , That Uie faid Lptfigftreetv.tHea, 
*^ told the deponent if he would wait a- few mwiutesj or aa. 
**^h6Ur, he would bring him another certificate frpoi Gunn^s^t^ 
^ company^ for the &rpe number of acresi^ Tbatitfep dcpjocKi^t, 
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^ in order to dHengage himfelf FrbQi the converfation, then (kid 

^ the fccurity was not fufiident to eotitle him to the land, That 

' ** the laid Longftreet then told' Aedepohertt. that if he was not 

* ^ fatisficd with the certificates, he /woiUd give.him one thoufand 

*' dollars for it, or. for them. * Tfe? deponent then prefented the 

^ certific;ites to the faid Longftreet, and wfent into th^. Jioufe, 

^ which was the laft interview he had on the fubjc<St» The de- 

I • ^ ponent further faith, that .Ae (hates offered him as afofefaid, 

I ♦* were exprefclrdefigned t<^ induce him, the deponent, to ygt© 

^ H for the bill for difpoiing of the wcftern territory, * 

' « (Signelt,) 

«CLEM, LANIER, 
^ ^ Sworn in prefetice of the coimnittee of the Hopfe 

« of Reprefentativcs, before me, 
' ^ *^ THOMAS LEWIS, J, P/' 

The above depofition is one . cif thofe puhlifh^d 

! "by the legiflaturc of Georgia, refpeding the Ya-. 

( tK>o bunneis. It was happy for Aniericja, th^t, in 

June, 179*5; ftheterreftrial fpeculationii of general 
Gunn did ndt prevent hi« attendance at Philadel-* 
phia as a fenatpV. An abfenc'e.fo fatal would have 

I • ' deprive<l^ this .continent , of, the' Bj^itifh treaty, for 

which, he vptedy of thivt maritime felcurity which 

' HOW: coniUtutcs the. pride of the feaman^ aad.of 

feat compctafatian injpecie^ whicU «QW crad^s.th^ 
^pflfers of'^he merchant*, • 

♦ fevcn if thcBritifh govcroment cojiM prfeferve-itse^itecisce, t!ife 
boafted cjfrtipcnfation would he a vriy tenfiote ohje^. Itii amufing 
to hear peot>le yet fty, thaty after a peace iin^th the emperor, Britain 
' will (HU maintain her fupremacy at fea. France, in the firft piace* 

I can exdnde her rnao^fa^ures from evety cpuntry;in Eocope^ Riif- 

jSfl, peihapl) exceptfdk This cots of ^hiec-fottcths, a^t leaft^ xA 
Brittlk cooafkierce, and one-bolf of her tevenue. Second « Oiher 
obje^ Wng out of. the way, France will turn ber chief attention 
to her navy, whichj in a flibrt time, may rival that of England, as 
it nearly did in the laft war. Thirds The cxplofion of paper mo- 
ney, and thf: rcdu^on of revenucj will foon di fable England from 
maintaining a nary, cqualto'wi^t (he fapports at prefent. , Fourth^ 
France has,*'ln -aritys; ten or twelve liundred thoniaifd men. A 
great nminber of t4t6m are proprletocvin the national domains. Mar- 
^ mfiy bie Vttjtey ed upon caoak ftnd Qtber {H^b% works. ButyipT 
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CHAPTER* VI. 



Britifh depredations continued. — MerckntHe felfijh' 
nefs.^'^Thc brig Fame.-^The Jchooner Andrew ^-^ 
Jofluta U^hiting.—The brig Columbia. — The/loop 
Dovg.^^^The May Flower. — The Eliza. --r-Murder 
of captain BoJJon. — -Snuff Excife.-—^Mefmirj of 
AlexaK^beh Hamilton, late Secretary of the 
Treafiiry.-'-r^His fingular mode of correfponderice 
with certain perjbru .-"^Remdrki on hir^conneStion 
with Reynolds. . - :. 

TO cemmcnce this chapter, a few additional 
fpecimcns of Britifti amity are inferted. A 
letter from xaptainThorndike Dcland, tdated King- 
fton, ift of April, 1796, to a merchant in Phila- 
delphia^ . contains, for publication, a lift, of twelve 
Ameri can. veffels taken and cahried into/tbat port. 
Captain Deland farther fays, that he had heard of 

rile iatern2J:traDqoiUty;of the republic^ mynads mud be ^fchar^eJt" 
upon fome foreign enterprift. Eng/and will mcA H*^el^^ be th^ 
fcenc of af^ioh, and a lefler effort than that which conquered Flan- 
ders, Would cxinirtert: ^«r into a French province. ' Thbug^ ^he fei 
dcralpatty.inCorigfefocannot fecthextang^ of this ev<?ftt, yet An 
thur YoQ(igtKi^£dmui>d.Bttr^ pe^eive it very diftipftl^jr^ ^ ' 
• As the mends of ar^Vare conftantly talking ofFrench ambition, 
and Its effects, let thejn read the foHowing account 6t the enfiperor^ 
It is here ^o^ted' from a London rtewfpaper, of March 23d, V'jx^S. 
<• Tfec-Aailrt^n (hfire of the.new ^^rtitionpfPolaitd includes lour 
** th9i^fand;fo^t l?uiidTjed and ^fteen igpare miles. of terrkoi^', ,two 
** hundred ?nd feven towns, four thoufand fix hundred, and five vif- 
<* lages, ahd One ntilKonone hundred and fix tlioufand one hundred 
« istnd :fe\icnty^ight fbtJs." The miles muft be of 'fome-Gertnan 
ftandard. oilicrwJfe this part of Poland would be twice as populoos, \ 
toits.e5t,tcnt, as Yorklhire* What IhaJI we think of this imperial * 
ufurper enflaving, at one ftfoke, eleven hundred thoufand dcfcnce- 
lefs people'?' With ftich fa^ls before lisi it i« foolery to fpeak of ja-' 
cobin depredations. Tki» is one oP thofc crowned robbers, into 
^^hQ(e ftUian^ the fe4«fal politickns wifli to.preqipita^ Am^eri^a. ^ 
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twcnty-fcvcn other fhips at Tortola, which were 
in jeopardy. He informs^, that all Americans, 
when carried into Kingfton, were, after examina- 
tion, tnrrtcd a(hor«, without proviHon for their 
fupport. Any one having concern iji ft houfe, or 
having even a faftor at St. Domingo, or any French 
port, was deemed a Frenchmati, and his property- 
was, on that account, condemned. On the 21ft 
©f April, 1796, the fchooner William and Mary, 
captain Sbaw^ arrived at Portfmouth, NcwrHamp- 
fhire, in thirty-eiglk days from\KingAon. Wlien 
lie left that plate, the impreflbient ^f American 
leamen had not fubfided. On the 5th of May, the 
fchooner Mermaid, captain Tabet,- arrived from 
the Mole, at New- York. . Hisiriate, a native Ame- 
rican, was prefled by the Regulus. Severil other 
Americans were, at the £amc time, ,prcfifed from 
different v^flHs. The Mermaid had failed* from 
New-York, ■ wit?h a load of tnnbcr, on account of 
the Britifh goveramiei^t, .;..';." 

The Minerva, of the 13th of April, exprefles 

fiirprife, that, if nil the accQiints of httpVeffments 

were tr'lf^, they had little ot- tib ^ffeft in 'deterring 

American . feamen from entering! intptjie fcryice. 

^* la a fntl public meeting )of mcrch^ts, ;in this 

^' ciry,'-laft w,cek,^* fays Webfter, '< ttfte-'queftiori 

*^ was aflied, whether UicBritifiumprcJ^^ 

.:* operated-to difcourage fcaracn from enti^jpg ii>- 

** to'fervice ? The feply^was, that notufeh-effeft 

""had been', perceived:— !f feanlcn- do not- xom- 

^^ plain,. Jiow happens .it j^t/idt] jprintcrs/fake up 

*^ thei^ cjtuib wkh J6 mueh zeali'\^ Seamen- do 

H complain, 6f which the nutrierotis details in* this 

volume, ahcl which ^rb iVot, perhai5s,;a twentieth 

part of the wliole, cppipofp.an ample) .atfcjdflation. 

But a cotniuon feaman has* more difficulty in change 

i«g his'profeflior, than ahiio9:^any- iother pitfrfen. 
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This explaiiis the general adherence to it, even in 
ipite of ^Britifli crimping. Webfter is .angry at 
printers for taking up the caufe of fcamcn with /a 
much zeaL But, if they are not to be defended, 
with ardour, upon what point (hould zeal be ex- 
cited ? If circumftanccs require it, the preffes of 
America will continue to rewionftrate againft fuch 
wrongs,when the bones of Webfter (hall be as rottea ^ 
as his heart* As to the query fl;arted in tlic incrcantUe 
meeting, the members would have gained more cre- 
dit by fubfcribing to form a fund f9r the relief of fuch 
feamen, or the families of fuch feamen^ as might be 
imprcfled while in their fervice* This would have 
been adling like men. It would have been a^ing like 
Englishmen ; for, at London or Liverpool, a pro- 
pofal of that kind would, under afimilar fituatioo, 
have been adopted. But, in the United States,it feems 
that, if a merchant pan only fave himielf, he is per- 
fectly indifferent, what becomes of the people in 
his fervicc. ' 

A Charlefton newlpaper, of the 8th of April, 
1796, contains the copy of a fentencepaft byjudge 
Green, of Bermuda. It is dated the 6th of Janu- 
ary preceding, and refpefted the brig Fame. In 
fummer^ 1795^ ^^^ Fame failed from Charlefton, 
for Bourdeaux. On her retufn fhe was captured, 
and taken into Bermuda. The veflTel and cargo 
were both American property. But one of the 
owners, who went along with her, had ftaid be- 
hind, in France, to difpofe of fome remaining 
part of her cargo. This accident, in the eyes of 
Green, transformed him into a French citizen, 
and, on that pretence, both fhip and loading were 
confifcated. Thus the Britifh went oh in the Weft- 
Indies, while Mr. Bayard was tranfmjittingto Phila- 
delphia his important aflurances about indemnifica- 
tiou, and the rcfentment of theLondbu Court of Ad- 
Hiiralty at the decrees of Green. 
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Reader ! unlefi you arc a Britifh tory , or thcBritifti 
editor of the Columbian Centinel, orHarrifon Gray 
Otis, or Robert Goodloc Harpet, or fbme other cu- 
riofity of their caft, who is fitter for a work-houfe 
than a ftatc-honfe*, you tnuft revere the magnani- 
mity of Prefident VVafiiington, who, in his laft 
ipeech to Congrefs, difdained all notice of thefc 
Britifli pcccadiioes. , 

About the 23d of April, Captain Mercer, of the 
floop Ambufcade, aryived in this port from Bermu- 
da. He brought ^ lift of eight American veflels 
with their cargoes which were condemned at that 
place; and offeven others which were libelled. 
One of the latter was a brig from Bofton* Captain 
Mercer had heard that her captain had died of 

* Daring the picfcnt feffion^ the fpeaker has fip[nified in the hoofe^ 
that Harper fpoke like a madman/ This jaftifies the text. The 
foUewing traits wiU help to cpnjedure in what way congftffional ba- 
fiDefs hath fotnetimes been cujndudled. 

Previous to the eled^ion of a clerk for the ReprefeAtativeSi in tbc 
piefent Congrefs^ (Supra, cha)). jd,} Dr. Smith convened his partjr 
without doorsi and they agreed in the nomination of a candidate to 
oppofc Mr, Bcckl Y* Next morning the votes were taken by ballot. 
The republican members had each to write the name of their 
candidate ; but the friends of or^ pulled theirs ready written out 

, of their pockets. As great part of them could' know nothing of Mr. 
Beckley but by name, this promptkude fliews the exa^oe^ of their 
difcipline, and what praife is due to the diligence of our Icgiflative 
martinet. 

, In the Senate, matters proceed ftiJI more ftraightly. for inftancc, 
a few weeks ago, five refo]uti(M)s were moved in that body, atui it 
was aereed to bdlot, next day, for committees upon each of them. 
The federal majority confifted of feventcen; and fo nicely had matters 
been afcertained without doors, that the five committees, having 
each three members, were ele^ed excluiively put of the fevemeen. 
The minority have no (hare of influence whatever. They arc 
debarred even from»the appearance of it. ^ 

Compare this plain account wirh the plaifter which Mr. Adams 
laid upon the Senate in his latefareweH addrefs. It might be con- 

, denfed into a few words. Gentlemtftsyou are the gttaufl UgiJliUwr^ 
iti the fworld. — No fift YOV are the greattfi^ pndwe are c^nfiUni fiat 

jou ^ill make us all judges or qmhaj/adorsx as earlj as^J/ible* 
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abtiife which he received from the priie-mafter. \ 
j[>aragraph of th6 fame date fays, that, at Nevis, the 
fchoohcr Andrew^ captain Mont ay he, of Philadel- 
phia, had her mate ahd fcamen preffed by aBritifli 
ichoontti Thfey were all Americans j and had pro^' 
left ions i The particulars are related in the cap^ 
tain's protfeftj ias tranfmitted tb his pwiier; 

Thefc maritime anecdotes arc valuable, asfiicwr 
mg the charaftcr of that people, Who, in the midft 
of fuch injuries, could wifh to appropriate for Jay'^ 
treaty i It would be vain to look in the hiftory 
of Englaiidj for any meafure fo deplorably defpica-* 
t>le.* , To proceed in a regular fucccffibri, to the 
end of the y^ar 1796, would occupy a lalrgc vo* 
lume« At prefent, only tlircc or four incidents of* 
this kind {hall be added j as they come to hand ia 
the order of tinie. 

Jofhua Whiting was a feamah oh board of tne 
American brig SamueL At Port-au-Prince, hc^ 
and four qthers pf the crew, were preffed by a Bri* 
tifh frigate* Three of them,^ after eleven daySy 
cfoaped by fwinimingj in the courfe of whicb^ on0 
nian hid the calf of' his leg bitten off by a fhark^ 
Another of them was retaken, received font dozen 
of lafhe^, and wis put in irons^ Whiting, and 
the cripple, efcapqdj after loflng their whole adr 
venture, bcfides being cruelly treated^ In tht 
Boftbn Chronicle, of the 18th of April, Whiting 
jpublifhed a narrative, of which the above is thcJ 
fubflancei Iriftead of voting money for the treaty^ 
Coiigrefs might as well have voted fomc relief to 
the poor man who lofl the calf of hi$ leg^ under 
that cmblemi of abafement, that contempt of na- 
tions,, that nautical DETEJi$oRluftr, tbf ^niericah 

The Ixr^ -Columbia j and the fchooixer Uiiity, 
both of KewUuryport, failed from Port Lewis^ 6^ 

C 1; 
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' the 7th 'of March, 1796. Next day, they wer« 

^ brought to by the Ganges, a Britifh fqventy-four ; 

^' ' and a fchooner, attendant to the fhip* *' This 

*' fchooner,*' fays the account, *' is one otthcfif- 
*^ teen pilot boats built in Virginia^ not long fince, 
^* which are all employed as attendants to the Bri* 
** tifli men of war." They were fcnt into Mont- 

I fcrrat, examined, and on the 14th, difmiffed, upon 

\ * Paying forty-four pounds, four fhillings, and ten 

pence, as the cxpence of their examination* 
The flpop Dove, of New-Haven, in Conncfti- 

' cut, bad gone on a voyage to the Weft-Indies. 

» While lying at Antigua, flie was boarded by a 

boat's crew from the NarciiTus, who took away 

[ ^ Benjamin Eaftmah. He was a native American, 

and as fuehj had a proteftion. On the 3d of April, 

1796, the mafter and mate of the Dove miside oath 

- to this faft, at New-Haven. James Smith, mafter 

■ of the May FloWcr, of Norfolk, publifhed a de- 

/ cldration, dated the 3d of March, 1796. One of 

his men, an Ameticari, was imprefled at Port Je- 

I ^ ' Jremie, by the Regulus. Captain Smith, himfelf, 

was kept, for three days, a pi'ifoner, on board of 

the frigate, and half ftarved. He left about thirty 

*• 6r forty American failors in her. Almoft tljc whole 

of them had proteftions, arid he faw fora6 of them 

fcverely punifhed for attempting to efcape. Th« 

iiewipapers containing thefe mifcrable details, ^e 

crammed withexulting encomiums on the number 

, • ' of petitioners to Congrefs, in favour of the Britifli 

'-** ^ treaty. 

] On Tuefday, the 31ft of May, 1 796, the Spea- 
ker of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, laid before 
them, a letter from ten American captains, whofc 
Veflcls were then lying at Jamaica. Their feamen 
were on board of Britifh /^ips of war, where they 
were treated like ilaves. They faid that \hw 
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brethren at Algiers were not greater objcfts of ^m- ^ 
pathy. Thefe ten captains might as well have aciU 
dreflbd^a memorial, on the fame fubjeA, to any 
old woman, in any chimney corner on. the conti- 
nent. Congrcfs have no fleet, andthey tan hard- 
ly raifc money to pay the national debt. In thia 
unparalleled Jiate of profperityy what would you 
have us to do ? 

The Aurora of June 2d, 1796,. contained a long 
account of the capture of the Eliza, a veflel, Amer 
rican property, by the Britifti. ^ She failed: from 
New-Yorkj for St. Thomases, and had orders ta 
touch at St. Bartholomew's. She was taken by 
captain Cochran, of the Thetis frigate. The fuper- 
cargo, aDanilh fubjein:^ was ftript to theildn.The 
fhip was libelled before the Vice-Admiralty Court 
at Beniiuda,undcr pretence of being French proper- 
ty. The trunks of the fupercargo were fealed up, 
and he was himfelf thix)wn pennylefs out of the 
fhip, without afecond (hirt to his back. The cap- 
tain and crew were put on ftiore, deflitute of fub- 
fiftence. Six or feven days after the Ihip and cai'* 
go had been libelled, the cattle were fold at half 
their prime coft, bought in by the agents who foid 
t\ip\xiy and fold a fecondjUnc^ next day, at a con- 
fi^erable profit* ** 

A Boflon newfpaper^ of the 26th of May, con- 
tains a depoiitibn, dated at St.. George^s, the 27th 
of April, preceding. Jf. was emitted by the fecond 
mate of tlje brigantine polly, John BofTon, lat^ 
irfaftcn The TeflEel wa5 on- h^r way from.Dem*- 
i:ara, to Bofton, when the Cleopatra, a Britiih pri- 
yateer, took her. Soast-zfiev^^ the prize-mailer 
q^uarrelled with captain Boflbn, and.w^only beati 
him in a mofl (hocking ipaimer*. ThisK Ihc fubp 
ftance of the depofitipn. Within fix A^y% after^ 
captain Boflbn died of his bruifes.. He was o^ly 
iiH: the twcnity-fifj:h year of his agCi 
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Such was the pidurc of national independence 
$xid dignity that America, daring 1796, exhibited 
by fca. At fame future opportunity the navtativc 
will, perhaps, be refumed and completed. In 
the meaq time, thefe inftances may be compared, 
by an impartial citizen, with the cenfure beftbwed 
by barras, on the governnient of the United States. 
He can then attempt to decide, whether Mr, Walh- 
ington bad, laft year, greater Qfufe to complain 
of England, or Mr^ Adams, ip the prefent year, of 
France, We fhall now proceed to examitie fome 
federal tranfaftions by land. In a work embracing 
fuch various obje^s, many points, of importance 
are fiire of being omitted, StiU, however, even 
^ui imperfeft hiftory, if candid arid accurate, is 
better than none. The facility acquired by expe- 
rience, and the refpurces derived from public pa- 
tronage may, hereafter, furnifh mearts for produ- 
cing a cfipr? regular, and lefs defcd^iv?, performr» 
:^ce. 

Among the memorials prefented to CongrciS, in 
^nng, 1796, perhaps none deferved more atten-^ 
■^iori, than that of the fnufF-piakers of this city, rc- 
ijpefting the excift on their manufafture. On the 
<thof June, 17914, an a<^ had paft in Congrefs, for 
levying a duty of fix c?nts per pound, upon all 
."fnuff, mamifaftured in the United States. As this 
law did not anfwer the end propofed, it was re- 
Jjealed, and on the 3d of March, I795) another 
was ena^a:ed in its room. By the latter, two thpur 
iand two hundred ^nd iforty dollars were to be 
paid for every fhuff mill, with, (tampers and grind- 
ers, and fums proportioriably lefs^ for thpfe of in? 
jfcrior effeft. As a relief to the fiiuff-maker, he 
received & drawba^Jt of fix cents upon every pound 
^f fnuff, exported out of the country. The firft 
9f ^l\?fe two laws originated Mrith^r., A^cxafldcr 
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Hamilton, then Secretary of the Trerfury. Both 
of them met with warm oppofition in Congrefs,. 
Both were, iq an eminent degree, abfurd, oppref- 
five, ^nd imprafticable. Both deferve to be held 
in remembrance, as proofs of what (hocking det 
potifin the legiflature, even o£ a free cotintry, maV 
poflibly commit. ' They were faid to be laws of - 
experiment, by thofe who were leaft eager hi theijr 
defence. But a government has no right of mar- 
king experiments in oppofition to probability, on 
the property 6f the public. The memorial was 
prefented on the 9th of February, 1796, and is iU 
the(e words. 

« To the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentntives of the United 
'* States^ in Congrefs ajfemhUd : 

** The memorial of the ftibfcribers, manufadlurers of fnufF in 
" the city pf Philadelphia, . 

^^ Refpe£ffullyreprefent5^ 

«. THAT whilft the United States exhibit ^ univerfal ap. 
** pearance of public profperity, and of private happinefs, the 
*^ memorialifts feel deep regret and mortification upon their be^ 
" ing once more compelled to addreifs you in the folitary lan- 
" guage of diflatisfaftion. They have fometime ago entered 
" into a ftruggle tQ fupport afecond excife law upon their ma- 
** nufadure. Your predeceflbrs, the. l^te Congrefs,* gave a 
" fair ^rial tothefirft aiS:, which attempted to levy a duty on 
" fnuffin proportion to the pound weight. This law, as the 
«' honourable Congrefs well knows, operated at once like a 
♦' ftroke of annihilation. No excife could be paid, at l^aft in 
*' the ftate of Pennfylvania j for, out of fcven fnuff-mills, fix 
*' were inftantly (hut up, to the infinite injury of the manufac- 
*' turers. Their ftock lay dead on their hands. Their cuf- 
<' tomers difpcrfed, and in many cafes declined to pay the out- 
^' ftanding debts, becaufe the fubfcribers, having no power ta 
^* manufa<9;ure fiiufF, were unable to give them further crfciit 
^' The buildings for carrying on their manufafliories, erected 
*' at an expenceofnianythoufanddollars,wcreatonceconvei-- 
^ \^ ^Ptgt (epulpbresof American induftr^ 5 and,, in the vain at"> 
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'« tempt to cxtra£l: a revenue, where every moral and phyfical 
^* circumftance rendered it impoflible, fix months of bufinef? 
<« and of human life were loft. Even the feventh fnufP-mill, 
^ which actually was entered, never paid any duty. 

« Every feature in the hiftory of this firft excife upon fiiuff, 
«* jaftified the energetic prcfiigc of a. ger^lcman, who was a 
^* mcHiber of the laft, and is one in the preterit HQufe of Repre- 
•« fentatives of Congrefs. lie declared in hi^ place that thea«a 
«' would terminate not in revenue, but deftru£Kon. The ac- 
«* curacy of his predi<Stion hath been verified by experience, and 
^ fully acknowledged and attefted on the floor of Congrefs.Thc 
, <' cffe&s of that memorable ftatute were perhaps unrivayed, 
. ** even in the tragical and exterminating annals of excife. Like 
« a peftilence, or a tempeft, this law blafted and fwept before 
** it every bloflbm of induftry,' and had your memorialifts re- 
^ mained ever fince entirely unmolefted by excife laws, yet 
'* fome years of jgood fortune would have been requifite for en- 
** abling them to recover the ground which they had loft. 

« That, with the deepeft aftonilhment, the memorialifts have, 
«* during the prefent feffion, heard of feveral petitions prefented 
« to Congrefs, chiefly as they believe fi-om fnuff-makers in 
« thceaftern ftates, requefting the repeal of the prefent excife, 
" in order to replace it by the former law for kvying the duty 
** by the pound weight. Thcfe petitioners have indeed honcft- 
^ ly reprefented many infurmountable objeftions to the prefent 
" law, and which your memorialifts admit, as well as they do, 
" But it does not follow, that the prefent extremely oppreffivc 
" excife on fnufl^ ought to be fuperceded for the fake of adop- 
" ting another ftatute which is infinitely worfe.ahd which has 
** already been tried and.caft afide as impracticable. The ruin- 
«ous effefts of both thefe laws, have been fully ilated in a 
** fliort hiftory of excife laws, drawn up at the defire and "«- 
** der the inipection of a number of manufai&urers in Philadel- 
** phia, and of which a printed copy has lately been tranfmitted 
** to each of the members of the two houfes of Gongrefs, and 
^ to the principal oflicers of the federal government. 

"In the laft aft for an excife upon fnuflT, a drawback of fix 
^** cents per pound has been allo^Yed upon the exportation. This 
** drawback was liable to various abufes. If not granted at all, 
** fnufF could not be exported after paying an excife, and this 
** would tend to deprefs the American manufaSurer* But, iji 
*• order to be entitled to the drawback, it was requifite to ob- 
*^ Cain a certificate of the fouff having been d.ujy landed at the 
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"cfeftinedport: the chief exportation wa^'toth^ BritijBi Weft* 
*' Indies,where American faufF is contraband, and confequently 
*' it was quite impoffible to get the requifite certificates. But 
*' farther, nothing could be more eafy than to make a preten- 
**ded exportation of fnuff to fome ifland in the Weft-Indies, 
**^ where it was not prqhibited, obtain a regular certificate of 
** its being landed, and^thcn fmuggle it back to this country. 
** Thus one barrel of fnuiF, might receive .twenty drawbacks, 
** S uch frauds arc praftifed every day in Britain. Many mer-s' 
** chants on tne river Thames fupport their families in fplendor 
♦* hy drawbacks, procured from their government for imagi- 
** nary exportatiohs. Your memorialifts have been iiffured| 
** that one bale of muflin, fuppofed to be worth five hundred 
" guineas, received in this way a drawback of twelve and an 
** half per cent forty times over, fo that this bale earned two 
** thoufand five hundred guineas. 

** Traflx of any kind, or even fand, migHt be exported froiH 
•* the United States, under the nameof fiiufF, and obtain the fix ' 
*^ cents per pound of drawback. 'Frauds of this kind coulcj 
•* not be prevented wthout a multiplicity of infpedors, whofe 
** ^arie s would fwallow up the revenue. 

" That the. eighty-fourth and ninety-third feStons of the 
« Britifh tobacco excife aft of 1789, fully fliew, to what length 
*' impoftures of thii fort have been carried in that country* 
" The fdrmer of thefe two claufes, infliSs a penalty of twcf 
" hundred poinds, for the mixture of cut walniit leaves, of 
" hops, oC^fycamore, or ony other leaves or herbs, with the 
*' leaves of tobacco. The injunftions in the ninety- third 
** fcdlion, againft mixing fnufF with other materials^ are ftili 
** niore pointed, r The penalty of two hundred pounds is levi-% 
** ed for mixing with fnufF, any fuftick, yellow honey, touch- 
*' wood, log -wood, red" or guinea- wood, br?iziletto or Jamai- 
** ca-wood, Nicaragiia-wpod, Saunder^-wood or any othei; 
•* fort of wdod, or any walnut tree leaves,. hops, fycamore, or 
" any other leaves or herbs. This fingular^ enumeration afcer- 
*Vtaihs how far fuch praftices have gone. 

*' That there is another material objedtion to the prefent mode 
*' of granting a drawback. The price of difFercnt kinds cf 
* fnufF differs very confiderably, and yet the fame drawback 
•^ of fix cents is granted, without diftin6^ion, upon all kind$^ 
*' Richard Gernon & Co. imtheir petition, ftate, that tho^fnuff 
*' which they have been exporting is worth ten cents per pouiw^ 
^ befidcs ttie^ cents 9f drawback* Tbu$ its va^ue^after pay- 
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** ing the duty, would be about one /hilling and three pence pet 
** pound. The ihcmorialifts are now felling (huff at two fhil- 
" lings and fix pence and three fhillings per pound, and. were 
•* they to export itj a drawback of at leaft twelve cents per 
** pound would be neceffary to put them on a level. with Ger- 
•* non & Co. who receive fix cents per pound drawback on an 
" article not half fo valuable^ 

" The mcmorialifts) in their publication already rcfcrf ed to, 
5* ftated the poifibility that the drawbacks for a fll^le manufao- 
** turer might amount to fixty thoufand dollars per annum, and 
** if a dozen fuch manufacturers were to be fbund in the Ur^ited 
** States, that they would drain the public treafury of fevcn hun- 
** drci and twenty thoufand dollars a year,afum which all theex- 
" cifes in the country coul4 not cover.To the great a(!:onifbment 
** of the memorial ifts, this pi edition received a partial fulfilment 
^ almoft at the inftant when it was made. The revenue deri- 
5* vcd from the mills, entered in the ftate of Pennfyl^ania^ comes 
'^^ only to eight thoufand three hundred and eighty dollars* 
•* On the 263i January laft, the drawbacks, at the port of Phi- 
<* ladelphia, fince the new aft began to operate, amounted to 
." eight tjiou&nd five hundred and twenty-three dollars and 
«* thirty-nine cents, which is already one hundred and forty* 
" three dollars, and thirty-niAe cents, more than the total re- 
** venue for this ftate. Almoft the whole of this drawback 
** has been paid to Meflrs. Richard Gernon St Co. who have 
f* been only about four months in bufinefs, and within that 
*' period, have got back above five thoufand dollars additional, 
^'.befides the two thoufand two hundred and forty ddlars, 
^* which they paid, according to law, for entering their mill. 
« It is not the defign of your memorialirts to caft the lli^teft 
" reflexion on the cohduia of this manufeauring company. 
** On the contrary, if government has laid itfelf open by a 
5^ law which defeats its own purpofes, and finks a revenue 
*' where it fexpefled toraife one, the manu^aurers are incom- 
" monjuftice, entitled, to t^ke every legal advantage of fuch an 
*« overught. Nay, they beg leave to ftate it as a matter of abfolute 
.^' certainty, that if this law is not repealed, a number of fnuff- 
*^ makers will immediately enter into the bufinefs of exportation. 
^' They only forbear altering their mills, and adapting them for 
•^' the bufinefsj-till they fee whether Congrefs will adhere to the 
*^ law or not; for the example of Richard Gernon & Co. proves 
V how eafily a fnuff-maker, with the requifite de^ee of capital 
** and enterprife, may take from the public treafur jjin the iEapc 
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^ of drawbacks ten times as much as he pays into it. Youtf 
" memorialifts cannot believe that Congrefs, or indeed any fc-* 
"gifiativeaffemblyon earth, would fufFer the longer exiftence 
**.of a law fo pregiiant with the nproft prepofterous and ruinous 
*^ confequenccs. A few weeks ago, Meffrs. Gernon & Co# 
" prefented to Congfefs a memorial, reprefenting the immenfe 
" expence which they have been at in preparing their mill to 
" grind fnuff for exportation* Among other details, they ftatc 
" their having, in the firfl: foUr months of their copartnery, pur- 
" chafed four hundred and thirty hogiheads of tobacco, and 
" that they are continuing to make large purchafes of this kind.t 
*' At that rate, they will^ in the eourfe of twelve months, pur- 
" chafej altogether, twelve hundred and ninety hog&eads. 
*' Your memorialifts eftimate, that, when grinded into fnufF^ 
** the drawback on this quantity will amount to abou^ ninety 
** thoufand dollars. The company will thus gain, by the pub-^ 
*' lie revenue^ eighty-eight thoufand dollars, the drawback*- 
**' exceeding the revenue in the proportion of forty-five toone» 
" This is a circumftance perfe£Hy novel in the hiftory.of tax* 
** ation#. 

" But further, if this afeir is fufFered to go OJti in its pre- 
•* fent way, Congrefs may foon expecft to fee twenty other . 
" fnuff-mills working on the fame plan, and to an pqual ex-* 
** tent, ^vith that of Gernon St Co. 

*' If the government pf this country intend, ferioufly, and' 
" fteadily, to give a drawback of fix cents per pound on the 
*' exportation of American fnuff, it is the moft acceptable and 
"joyful intelKgence'that your memorialifts could ever hear crfi 
^' They will immediately repair their mills j extend their pur- 
^' chafes, and they have not a doubt of clearings from tbe draw-* 
^' back, before the end of a yeary twenty or thirty times the 
^' fum which they are to. pay into the tfeafury. Twenty ma-* 
^' nufafturers, like Gernon k Co. would each oi them thus 
^' coft government ninety thoufand dollars, or, collectively^ 
** orte million eight hundred thoufand dollars per annum. The 
" original objcifl: of the law was faid to be a revenue of forty 
^* thoufand dollars ; there is an equal chance, that^ in fearch 
^* of it, forty-five times that fum will be funk. It has been 
*' aboyementionedj that the drawbacks, within this ftate, al* 
^' ready exceed the revenue*' The firft year of this Taw ex-* 
^^ pircs on the laft day of March next, and, before that time^ 
«* there will moft likely be a balance of feveral thoufend dollar* 
*« againM the revenue^ at the «)rt of Philacfelphiat- But if tbt 
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« law ttdAAs unrepealed, it is prdbaWe that twohurrf(ned tftoti- 

** fand ddlai's will not jnakg^up the deficiencies in this ftate 

* alone, for the next fucceeding yeai'. 

** In their hiflorj of excife, thft manufeaurcrs ftated the prin- 
«€iple, that all taxes ought to be levied in proportion to the 
«* quantum of perfonal property. Since their publication took 
«plaae, they havefeen this doftfinejuftified by an authority 
« of the higheft nature. The new conftitution of France, in 
« the fixteenth article of the firft feftion, lays it down a3 a fun- 
^' damental maxim, Aat, * as all taxes are eftabliflied fiar the 
^ general good, th6y ought to hi apportioned among the taxed 
" in the ratio of their means/* Under the head of finances, al- 
*' fo, in the fame work, it is declared, " that taxes of all kinds 
*' are aflteffed among all th^fc liable to contriBution according 
" to their means.*' — ^Your memorialifts cannot deny that the 
** word exafe is to be found in the letter of the fedteral con- 
^ ftitution; but they ftrongly contendi, that it is entirely hof- 
** tile to the fpiri t of that inftrumcnt. One of the principle fa- 
••'bricators of that produ<aion, was the prcfent judge Wilfon, 
*' When the fubjedl was. debased in the convention of Penn- 
•*fylvania, he argued that it was neceffary to give all power 
■^ to |avemment, but he was certain that an excife never would 
•* be impofcd,, unlefs in the laft extremity. From the opraion 
** which the convention ofPennfylvania exprefied of excife, at 
** that time, and which the aflembly of diis ftate have expfe^ 
*** fince> it is evident that they hever would have contented to 
** ratify fiich a ftipiilation,' if they had conceived ,that it was to 
** become one of the firft, and favourite refources of government. 

** ThsLt your mem^orialifts cannot help confidering this excife 
•* on fnuff as coming, exadly, •under the defcription of an #Jr 
^pojifa^d law. They had no contemplation of fueh a bur- 
•* den, when they built their mills, and gave credit, to fo great 

* an extent, to their cuftomers. . Their mills would not^ at 
•* prefent, fell for one half of the money whtdi they originally 
•* coft, and one half of them arcj at this hour, ftanding idle. 
** This, of itfclf, would be fufficient to deftroy any fet of 
*• manufe<3:urers. . Your memorialifts Hkewife beg leave to 
^ ftate, as their opinion, that if the merchants and manufadu- 
•* rers of Britain had a liberty of petirioning Congrefs, they 
•* could not folicit a more favourable mode of conduift for their 
** own intereft, than perfuading you totrammel, and diftrefs, 
•* the manufacturers of America with excifes, wlirdx do not 
.^ pay the^xpencc Of their collection, which in one ftate pt^« 
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•* duce bankruptcy, and in a fecond, rebellion. They humbly 
^ regard it as chimerical to term America independent of Bri- 
** tain, while we arc forced to fend to England for a coat, an4 
"<o Ireland for afhtrt It is this commercial chain of dfc4 
** pendaice in which Britain has entangled fo many nation^ 
" that conftitutes the eflence and foul of her ftcength, and thajE 
*' enables her to bully, to combat, and to rob her neighbours, 
" It is her fuperiority in manufad^ures, which has enabled this. 
^*' kingdom to fubfidize and embattje pirates and cut-throats, 
* in eVery corner of the world, while flie herfelf may be termed 
^^ a bucanneer of Atlantean maghitnde, iirhofe grafp embraced 
** the terraqueous globe, and wtofe ffatute i:ea<£es firom eartb 
■**^ heaven. 

*' To conclude, your memoriaKfts ardently flatter them?- 
" (elves with a hope, that Congrefs will fee the expediency^ 
" and even the poCti ve and inevitable neceffity, for. an iramc- 
■**'dlate and complete abolition of the cxcife up6n frtufF^made 
« in Artfcrica. Tliough fome ill-adviffed manirfadturers to the 
*< eaftward have called for thereftoration of the ad of 1794, 
" the principal fnuff-makers, in that part of the union, regard it 
** virith as much abhorrence, as the memorialifts thcmfelves do. 
"To continue the prefent excife, aiid withhold tjie drawback, 
** would be to prohibit, in a great meafure, the manufafture rf 
'** tobacco, thefecond ftajile of the continent ; and it has alrea- 
^' dy beendemonftrated, that, to continue the lav^, and thcdraw* 
** back, lA their prefent (hape,is only to^uander forty-five dol- 
^ Jars in a. fruitlefs fearch after one. 

^ Your n^emorifidifta, therefore, eameftly fcSicit an entire re- 
" peal of the excife upon fauff,and they, as in duty bounds will 
^ ever pfay, &c. . • * 

^< THOMAS LEIPEH, & Co. 
♦^-HAMILTON & SON, 
« ISAAC JONES, 
^ JACOB BENNINQHOVE> 
« JACOB BENNINGHOVE,mik 
^ «*PHIJUIP STiMBLE, 

The ftatute Jiath been, fince repeatedly fufpcih 
dcd, and^ it is fuppofqd, will, n(^ycr mprc be pwt 
ioto eixecution. ' . : 

Soojie pcoplf may w^adfr what the H«u:ft i^f RJK^ 
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prcfentativcs were thinking of, when they fuc- 
jpeffivcly enaiJted fuch felf-condcmned laws. It is 
likely, that, during the diicuffion, ten or. fifteen 
wei-e €mpk)3^d in reading newfpapeFS, or itt wt-i- 
ting letters. Abot|t'as many inbre might bfc in pri- 
vate cqnverfation, ^t the batk of the. Speaker'? 
chair, or at the v^incjows. Q^inieral Sam.uci Smithy 
who hath fayed the houfe from ,many woeful mis- 
takes, is. the gentleman alluded tp, in t^c lecond 
paragraph of the memorial* 

We now conie to a part of the work, more de- 
licate, perhaps, than any jpthcr. The freedom? 
^ ^vhich f he federal party have taken witK'thpfe whp 
differ from their opinions, are univerfallyr known- 
The mod impartial fcrutiny w.qold deterroii^e, that, 
. an the arts of calumny and detraiftion^ tlifcir publi- 
ipationsiexcefed, beyond all proportion, thofe of their 
adverfaries. In the firft feffion of the fifth Con- 
-^refs, Mr, Harper has^ publicly declared to the 
!B.eprefentatives, that Mr.Ja^nes. lyiunroe, pur late 
iCaavoy to France^ was guilty of corruption by jfor*- 
-eign influence. On bei^ag queftidned>by Mr. Giles, he 
has promifcd, in due time and pFlace,^ to -bring evi- 
dence of his accufation. Thiss C5i:ample is only one 
out of hundreds which might be kddtided to fticvir 
that tl?e friends pf or^^/-,,^r,fuch they call them- 
fclves, areTefplycd to i*^t novlimits tp their rage 
and their vengeance;. Of courfe^ they cannot' ex^ 
peft to'mert- with that tendeii;ie^^ which, they re- 
ftiftt to granj;. ^ • -• j 

Attacks on* Mr. Munroe^ haV<^ been frequently 
repeated from the ftoick^h€>lding prefles; -^hey are 
cowardly, becaufe he, is abfprit. They are uigjyft, 
t)ecatife his condu<f^'willJbear the ftri^eft enquiry • 
,^hey ate ungrateful, betatife He difplayed,' on an 
occafion that >yill be mentioned immediatdyj the 
*|f eatcfl ienitytq Mr. AlcxatfdcrH2milton,:ttepr^ 
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mover of the federal party. When fome of the 
papers which arc now to be laid before the. world, 
were fubmitted to the fccretary j^ when he .was in- 
formed that they were to be communicated to Pre- 
fident Walhington, he bntreated, nn the moft anx- 
ious tone of deprecation, that thistneafure might 
be fufpended. ' Mr. Muhroe was one of the three 
gentlemen who agreed to a delay. They gave their 
confent to it;, on his eicprcfs promife of a guarded 
behaviour in future, and bccaufe be attached to the 
fuppreflion of thefe papers, a myfterlous degree of 
folicitude, which they, feeling no perfonal refent- 
ment agalnfl: th^ individual, were unwilling to atig- 
ment. 

The unfounded Teproa^ches heaped on Mr, Mun- 
rde, form the immediate motive to the publication 
of thefe papers. They are here printed from an at- 
tefled copy, exaftly. con form able to that, which, 
at his own defire,' was. delivered to Mn Hamilton 
himfelf. Not a word has been added or altered, 
and the periocj of four years niay, furely, -have 
been enough to furnilh the ex-fecretary with mate- 
rials' for his defence, Jn the'letters of Camillus^ 
the moft ihbiime* princifjlea of a<Sipn*arc eyery 
where in culcat ed ,' But we fhall prefently fee this 
great mafter of tiiorality, though hinafelf thd father 
of a family, conffeffirig that he had an illicit cor- 
refpondence with another ^an'$ wife. If any thing 
can be yet lefs repiitible,' it is, that thc'gentlemea 
to whom he madeihat acknowledgement held it as 
an iinpblitioji, and foiind , various reafbns' for be- 
lieving that J^rs. Reynolds was, in reafity, guilt'- 
lefs. An attentive critip will be led to enquire 
what has be^mc of her hUfband, and why*the in- 
dignant innocence df Mr. Hamilton, did not proV 
mote the completion of public juftico againft a pcr- 
fon, who hs^d tre^d his name with fucb' g;rofs dil- 
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Tc^ft?. What a^fcandalous imputation was it 
for this culprit to caft upon oar fecretary, that he 
had gained thirty thoufand dollars by the pi>rchafe 
- of army certificates, that this fellow could bring 

• him to capital punilhment, &c. &c. ? It is to be 
WiQied that IlcynoldsN may ftill be found, and that, 
to borrow the words of his friend, Dr. Williani 
Smith, the Secretary may come out of this matter, 
** as fair as the pureft angel in heaven V^ 

Before committing the following papers to the 
world, their editor muft again beg leave to re- 

. mark, that they are nothipg. more nor lefs than ex- 
iaft copies, from attefted* originals, of which Mr. 
Hamilton, as hereafter Ipecified, has been, at his 
own defire, fuppUed with an accurate tranfcript. 
Some cxpreflions ufed by the culprit, Reynolds, 
^re Ixarjfli^ and convey difguft, without adding to 

. conviftion. , The editor, from averfion to invec- 

" ,tive, had, on this account,, relblved to leave tliera 

out, a$ well as feveral other pafTages, which are 

of i|ttk importance to.tloje main point. But on 

due rcfleftion, it has bc^n found fafer, and more 

, -a.dyiicable, to publifh tlic whole, even at the ha- 
jtard of being tedious, . This precludes all pre- 
tei^ce <>f ;mutiration for upfair purpofesj. 

As tP.the alperity of fiyle In fome parts of the 
precious. c<)nf ^ ffions o£T\cyniAAs^ the painful reluc- 
tance of the editor, to the printing of them, has 
been fomejvhat leflened, frpiti the volunteer ac- 
]aipwM4gp3ei?t pf feduftipn,. emitted by the ex- 
Secretary himfelf. This appear^ to be about as 
bad^ as .any thing which hi$ wretched .underftrap- 
per either faid againft him, or could imaginably 
bave tbXay. A procurer has always been regarded 
j9S in the lowefl fcale of human chara^Jler, Mutatis 

« pui^tandisy tjie patron of fuch aq agent can have uo 
fcruplc to' become cue. 
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Again, .the intemjperate ftyle of the corivivial, 
and confidential communications of our ex-fecrer 
tary, prohibits him from being regarded as any 
pcQuliar objeft of iridulgencCt Fot inftancc, he 
has often, boafted of receiving letters from Prefident 
Walhington, w^ith the word private wrdte on the: 
back of them, and a crofe drawn over the feaL 
^^ After opening fuch a parcel,** fliid Mr. Hamilton, 
^^ what do you think were the contents ? Dear 
" Hamilton, put this into Jlyle for tnc. Some 
^^ fpeech or letter has beeh inclofed, which I wrote 
^' over again, fent it back, and tten the old damnedj 
'^ FOOL gave it away as his iriun.'* Mr. Hamilton 
is not lingular in ufirig thi^ ftyle to general Wafli-i 
i ngton .. After the fquabble between citizen Genet, 
John Jay, and Rufas King, the two latter fent a 
mofl infulting letter to the Prefident. Randolph 
advifed him to refent it. He had once relblved 
to do fo J but altered his intention, from a jealoufy 
that the writers were in concert with Hamilton, 
froiji whom he could not determine to disjoin him* 
felf. Jay and King wanted to obtain a certificate^ 
which Mr. JefFerlbn had drawn up, relating to thef 
behaviour of citizen Genet. The Prefident aftual-* 
ly gave them the certificiate^ but it is thought that 
they found it not to their purpofe ; for ' it waisi 
fupprefled. Jay and King alfo got back from: 
the Prefident their inipertinent letter ; of which^ 
after cooling, they began to be afliamed; But a 
copy of it is in exiftence, and fome hopes remain 
of its being obtained for publication . Thefe par- 
ticulars are derived ffom undoubted authority^ 
They prove what was fo fiiUy ftated in the Ameri- 
can Annual Regifter, that the federal party dtf^ 
pifedthe late Prefident ;, that they took frequent 
opportunities of infulting him j and that they aP 
fuuied the popularity of his name with no vi^W 
but to ferve their own ends. 
D i2 
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To be the ^prompter and primum mobile of the 
grcateft man. in the world, might have flattered the 
vanity of a more difcrect favoijritc thian Mr. Ha- 
milton. To hear the Reprefentatives^ as in No- 
vember^ I794> difputc for three weeks -upon, the 
wording of an anfwer to a ipeech of his own com- 
portion, muft have been highly fbothing to the fclf- 
1 mportance ©f the cx-fecretary. But, as general 
^afhington had been^ in the highcft fcnfc of the 
word> his bcnefaftor, he ought to have concealed 
the imperfcftions of his friend. He has often com- 
]>ared his influence, over the Prefident to that of the 
wind upon a weather cock, or of that over an au- 
tomaton, moved only by the hand which dircftsit. 
This ftyle was both imprudent and ungrateful. His 
power was very great, but not entirely unbounded. 
He wanted to be fcnt to En^and as envoy to ne- 
gociate thd treaty. The arguments of Randolph 
hinderird the Prefident from giving his confent. 
That the pen of Mr. Hamilton has long affifted the 
Prefident is a flory current in Europe as wcU as in 
America ;: and that the ipeeches and. letters of gene- 
ral Walhington arc extremely different from his 
more early productions is very w^ known. 

We (haU conclude theie prefatory oblervations 
with an anecdote. During the late c^vals for the 
ele<n:ion of a Prefident, Webftci:, in his Mina^a^ 
gave a hint, that Mr. Hamilton would be an adviP, 
able candidate. A perlbn in Uiis cityt who chanced 
to feethis. new^aper, wr€»te immematdy to a cor- 
relpondent in New-York. The letter defired him 
to pijft himfe^in. Mr. Hamilton^^ way, and inform 
htm that if Webfter fliould, in future, print a Angle 
parag^^aph on that head;^ the following papers were 
Inftantly tobe laid before tbe world. It is believed 
the mdiage was delivered to Mr. HamiltoD^ fist 
the Mnervii became iiknt* 
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fNo. L) . 

JACOB CLINGMAN, being a clerk in liiy employ* 
ment, (F. A; Muhlenberg) and becoming involved in a pro- 
fecution commenced agaioli James Reynolds, by the 
Comptroller of the Treafuryj on acharge or information exhi- 
bited before Hilary Baker, elq* one of the aldermen of this ci- 
ty, for fubornation of perjuryi whereby they had obtained mo- . 
ney from thetreafury of^ the United States, he (Clingman) 
appKad to me, for my iid and friendfliip, on ^behalf of himfelf 
and Reynolds, to get theni feleafed Or difcharged from thejpro- 
fecution. I promifed, fo far as refpefted Clingman ; but, not 
being particularly acquainted with Reynolds, in a great mea- 
fure, declined fo far as refpefted him. In company with colo- 
nel Burr, I waited on colonel Hamilton for the purpofe, and 
particularly recommended Clingman, who had hitherto fuf- 
tained a good charafter. Colonel Hamilton fignified a wifli ta 
do all that was conftftent* Shortly after, I waited on the Comp- 
troller for the fame purpofe, whofecmed to have difficulties or* 
the fubjedl i and, from fome information I had, in the mean 
time) received, I could not undertake to recommend Reynolds, 
as I verily believed him to be a rafdal, which words I made 
ufe of to the Comptroller. On a fecond interview with the * 
ComptrolJer, on the fame fubjcft, the lattear urged the prop/iety 
of Clingnian's delivering up a certain lift of money due to in- 
dividuals, whijch Reynold and Clingman were faid to have in 
their poflcffion, and of hi^ informing him, of whom, and through 
whom,'the fame vras* obtained from the public offices } on 
doing which, Clijigmao's requeft might, perhaps^ be grtoted 
with greater propriety. This, Clirtgman, I am informed, com- 
plied with, and alfo refunded the money or certificates, which 
they had improperly obtained from the trcafury* After which, 
I underftand the aftion againft both was witWrawn, and Rey- 
nolds difcharged from imprifonment, without any farther inter- 
ference of mine whatever* 

D uring the time this bufinefs was thus clepeniiing, and which 
lafted upwards of three^ Weeks, Clingman, ««/^frf, frequently 
dropped hints ton^, that Reynolds had it in his^power, very 
materially to injure the Secretary of the TreoTury 5^ and that 
Reynolds knew feveral very improper tranfa£tions of his. I 
paid little or no attention to thofe hints 5 but, when they were 
frequently repeated, and it was even added, that Reyndds faid; 

E c 
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he bad it in his poiv:r to hang the Seereiary of the Treafury ; 
that he \vas dcep/y concerned in /peculation ; that he had fre- 
q-icntly advanced mDney to him, (Reynolds) ; and other inii- 
Kuatioiis of an improper nature, it created confiderable uneafi- 
ntC In my mind, and I conceived it my duty to confult with 
fjme friends on the fubje^fl. — Mr. Monroe and Mr. Venable 
were informed of it yefterdav morning. 

(Signed,) ' F. a/ MUHLENBERG. 

' . . (No.IL) 

BEING informed ycfterday, in the morning, that a perfon 
of the name of Reynolds, from Virginia, Richmond, was con- 
fined in the jail, upon fomc criminal profecution relative to cer- 
tificates, and that he had intimated, he would give ibme. intel- 
ligence of fpeciQations by Mr. Hamilton, which fhould be 
known, we immediately called on him, as well to be informed 
^-- of the fituation of the man, as of thofe other matters, in which 

, the public might be interefted. We found it was hot the per- 

fon, we hadljeen taught to believe,' but a man of th^t name 
\ • from New- York, and who hacJ, forfome time paft, refided in 

• • , this city. Being there, however, we queftioaed him refpedting 
the other particular j he informed us, that he could give infor- 
mation of the mifcondu6^, in that refped, of a perfon high in 
office, but muft decline it, for the prefent, and until relieved, 
* which W4S promifed him that evening: that at ten to-day, he 

would give us a detail of >yhatever he knew on the fubjeft. 
He affirmed, he had a perfon, high in office, in his power, and 
had had, a long time paft. That he had written to him, in 
, terms fo abufive, that no perfon ihould have fubmitted to it, 
jjut that he dared not to refent it. That JVlr. Wolcot was 
in the fame department, and, he fuppofed, under his influence 
or controul ; and, in facS, expreffed himfelf in fuch a manner, 
as to leave no doubt, he meant Mr. Hamilton. That he ex- 
pedied to be releafed by Mr. Wolcot, at the inftance of that 
■ perfon, although he believed, that Mr. Wolcot, in inftitutiiig 
the profecution, had no improper defign ; that he was fatisficd, 
the profecution was fet on foot, only to keep him low, and 
opprefs him, and ultimately drive him away ; that he had bad, 
fince his refidence here, for eighteen months, many private 
meetings with tliat perfon, who had often promifed to put him 
into employment, but had dif:\pppi;itcd him ^ that on hearing 
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the; profccution Was, comnienced againft him,, he applied to this 
perfoii for counfel, who ad v lied him to keep put of the way, 
for a few days ; that a merchant came to him, and offered, as 
a voluiKeer, lobe his bail,who, he fufpefted, had been inftigatqd 
by this perfon i and, after being decoyed to the place, the mer- 
chant v/ifhbd to carry him [to]y he refufed being his bail, unlefs 
he would depofit ^ fum of money, to fome confiderable amount^ . 
which he could not do, and was, in confequence, committed ' 
to prifon. As well as we remember, he gave, as a reafon,_ 
why' h^ could not communicate to us, what he knew of the 
fa£ts alluded to,, that he was apprehenfive, it might prevent 
his difcharge ; but that he would certainly communicate the 
whole to us, at ten this morning: at which time, we were 
informed, he had abfconded, or concealed hipifelf. 

. (Signed,) JAMES MONROE, 

ABRAHAM J^ENAfiLE. 

^ '" ' [No. IIL) ,. ^ • 

BEING defirous, on account of their eq^ui vocal complexion,, 
to examine int;Q the fuggeftions which had been made us, ref- 
pe6trngtheMiiotive for the confinement and propofed enlarge- 
ment of James Reynolds, from the jail of this city, and incli- 
ned to fuipe£l:, for the fame reaibn, that^ unlefs it were immedi- 
ately done, the opportunity would be lofl:,^ as we were taught 
to fufpect he would leave- the place, immediately after his dif- 
charge, we called at his houfe, laft night, for that purpofe; wc 
found Mrs. Reynolds alone. It was, v/ith difficulty^ we ob- 
tainedfrom her^ any information on the fubje6V ; hut at length 
fhe communicated to us the following particulars. 

Ttiat lince coloiiel Hamilton was Secretary of the Treafu- 
ry, and at his-requ^ft, Jhe had burned a confide r a hie number of' 
letters from him tct her htijband^ and iri the abfence of the latter^ 
touching bufinefs between them, to prevent their being rnade 
public. She alfo mentioned, that•M^ Clingman had feveral 
anonymous notes addrefled to her hufband, which, fhe believed> 
were from Mr. Hattiilton (ivhifch we have) with an endorfe- 
ment ^^ fromTecrctary Hamilton, cfq." in Mr. Reynolds'^s hand" 
writing ; that Mr. Hamilton offered her his affiftance to go 
to lier friends, which lie advifeds that he alfo advifed, that hgp 
hufband fliould leave the parts,. not to be fee;i here again; ancJ 
in v/hicb cafe, he would give fomsthin^ cUvsr^ . That fhe wa^ 
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fatisfied, this wifli for his departure did not proceed from friend- 
(hip to him, but oo account of his threat, tJiat he could tell 
fomcthing that would mjike fome of the he?ids of departments 
tremble. That Mr. Wadfworth had been SL&iye in her be- 
half; firft at her requeft, but, in her, opinion, with the know- 
ledge and communication of Mr, Hamilton, whofe friend he 
profeffedtobci that he bad been. at her houfe yefterday, and 
mentioned to her, that two gentlemen of Congrefs had been at 
the jail, to confer with her huftandj enquired, if Ihe knew 
. what they went for ; obferved, he knew Mr. Hamilton had 
enemies,who would try. tof rove fome fpeculations on him, but 
when cnquirec^mtOi he would be found immaculate j to which 
fhc replied, ftie rather doubted it. 

We faw, in her pofleffion, two notes j one in the name of 
Alexander Hamilton, of the 6th of December, and theothe^j 
figned " J. W." purporting to have beeq vn-itten yeflferday j 
both expreiEng a defire to relieve hen 

She denied any recent communication with Mr. Hamilton^ 
pr tfiat ihe had received any money from him to-day. 

^Signed,) F. A. MUHLENBERG. 

JAMES MONROE. 
. ABRAHAM VENABLE. 

(No. IV.) 
Philadelphia^ iph December^ ^79 2- 

JACOB CLINGMAN has been engaged in fome xwgo- 
ciations with Mr. Tames Reynolds, the perfon, who has late- 
ly bccndifcharged from a prolecution inftituted againft him, by 
the Comptroller of the Treafury, 

That his acquaintance commenced in September, 1791 i 
that a mutual confidence and intimacy exifted between themj 
that in January or February laft, he faw ^colonel Hamilton 
at the houfe of Reynolds-^ Immediately on his going into th^ 
houfe, colonel Hamilton retired^ That in a few ckys after, 
he (Clingman) was at Mr. Reynolds's houfe, with Mrs. Rey- 
nolds, her hufband being then out 5 fome perfon knocked at the 
door ; he arofe and opened.it, apd faw that it was colpnel Ha- 
milton. Mrs. Reynolds went to the door % he delivered a pa- 
per to her, and 'faid, he was ordered ip give Mr. Reynolds 
^at, He afked Mrs. Reynolds who could prder the Secretary 
of the Treafury of the United States to give that ? She replied,j 
^at fhe fuppofed, he did npt want to be^npMfn. T^s happened. 
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in the night. He afked her, how long Mr. Reynolds had been 
acquainted with coFonel Hamilton? She replied, fome months; 
that colonel Hamilton had amfted her hufband ; that fomgtimo 
before that, he had received upwards of eleven hundred dollars, 
of colonel Hamilton. Sometime after this, CJingman was 
at the houfe of Reynolds j and faw colonel Hamilton; he retired 
and left him there. 

A little after Duer's failure, Reynolds told Clingman, in 
confidence, that if Duer had held up, three day« longer^ he 
ihould have made fifteen hundred pounds, by the affiftance of 
colonel Hamilton; that colonel Hamilton had informed 
him, that he. was conneSied with Duer*, Mr. Reynolds alfo 
faid, that colonel Hamilton had made thirty thou/and dollars 
by fpecutation ; that 'colonel Hamilton had fuppUed him with 
money to fpeculate. That, about June laft, Reynolds told 
Clingman, that he had applied to colonel Hamilton for money 
to fubfcribe to the turnpike-road at Lancafter, and had received 
a note from him, in thefe words, " It is utterly out of my pow- 
*' er, I affure you, upon my honour, to comply with youj? re- 
" queft. Your note is returned ;" which original note, ac- 
companying this, has been in Clingman's poffeilion ever 
fince. Mr. Reynolds has once or t\yice mentioned to Cling- 
man, that he had it in his power to hang colonel Hamilton ; 
that if he wanted money, he was obliged to let him have it. < 
That he (Clingman) has occafionally lent money to Reynolds 
who always told him, that he could always get it from colo- 
nel Hamilton, to repay it ; that, on one occafion, Clingman 
lent him two hundred dollars ; that Reynolds promifed to pay 
him, through the means of colonel Hamilton; that he went 
with hini, faw him go into colonel Hamilton's ; that, after he 
came out, he paid him one hundred dollars, which, he (aid, was 
part of the fum, he had got; and paid the balance, in a few 
days; the latter fum, paid was^faid to have been received from 
colonel Hamilton, after his return from Jerfey, having made a 
vifit to the manufaftiirinff fociety there. 

After a warrant was iflued againft Reynolds, upon a late 
profecution, which was inftituted againft him, Clingman, fee- 
ing Reynolds, afked him, why he did not apply to bis friend 
colonel Hamilton ? He faid, he would go immediately, an<t 
went accordingly. He faid afterwards, that colonel Hamilton 
advifed him to keep out of the way, a few days, and the mat- 
ter would be fettled. That after this tinie, Henry Seckcl, 
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xrcnt to RcynoUls, and ofrcred.to be l)is,bail,.if he would go 
wiih hiin tJ :\lr. Bakes 'sofiiCQ, where he had lefi: thecifficer, 
who h:ic ilic w^rraiil in writing ^ that he prevailed on Rey- 
,iii>iJt/lo ^o witli him. That after Reynolds- was taken into 
euftocly ;"Secktl refuilu to become his bail, unlels he would 
<Lp6Iit, in his polTcirion, property to |he value of four hundred 
} aLiijs ; upon \Vhich, Reynolds wrote to colonel Hamilton, 
'^nd ivir. Scckcl carrie^l the ngtc. After two or. thre^ times 
ruiii;.»5 he fiivv colonel Hamilton.- Colonel Hamilton faid, he 
kucvv Reynolds and his father ; that his father was a good 
\vhiv»- hi the kte war ; \hat was all he could fay > that it was 
i;oclh his pouxT to afliii: him ', in confequ'ence of which, Seckd 
fduicd I'j be his bail, and Reynolds v/as imprifoned. Mr. 
Reynolds alfp applied to Mr. Francis, v/ho is one of. the clerks 
ia t!iC U'cafury department ; be f::id, he could not do any 
thin^, v/uhout the confent of colonel Hanjiikon; that he 
%ycLL:'d r.^-iply to hini. He applied to Mr. Hamilton, who told 
!ii:n,"thj.i ii would not be prudent s if he did, he mufti eave 
tlic department. , . ' ,'".,- 

A^er ileyivolds was con lined, Clingman alked'Mrs. Rey- 
iixyldfj v.hy ihe did not r.pply t'o'cclonel Hanjilton to dinnifs 
^ini,^;is the money v/as' ready to be refunded, that, was receiv- 
ed. She Implied, that file had r.pplied tohim,' and he had fenc 
her tb fy!r. \ Volcot ; but circcled her not to let Mr. Wplcoc 
kiiov/j th^tt he had lent' her there. Notwiihftandmg this in- 
juiici'ioi), ilicJidlct Mr. y/olcot know, by;whom fhe-had 
ijcii tiii'Cy'yho appeared to be furprifed at' the information, but 
iiid, he would do what he could for hei", and would confult 
txio.-vl Mainiiton on the bccarioh. Colonel tlamiltouadvif.d 
her, to ^ei (omc perfons of refpc(?.aDility, to intercede for her 
Luib;.au, aad njeutioned lAr. Muhleiiber^. • . . 

Reynolds continued to be. kcpc in ctjftody, for fome time, 
dui in^ v»'hich tinie, Cliiigman had converfaUon witli Mr. 
Wokotj uhufaid, if he would give up a lift.offdjdicr's claims, 
V.iiidi Ik' had, lie iJiouki be reler.fed. .After this, Mrs. Rey- 
iiolds iriloiUitd Cliiignian, that colonel Hamilton had told her, 
that Cliiiginan. ihould v/rite a letter td Mr. Wolcot, and a 
t::ipli.:tie t;{,thy f;;hie to hi iiifjif, promising to give up the I if ^, 
iind rirund.ti:e"ir;Oi:ey which had been obtained on a certificate, 
■which had beLi; ir.'J lo have been improperly' obtained, Cling- 
man a iked .Mr.i-. Reynolds, for tte IctU?s th^-t her huiband 
had ieCwi\ed iioiii tvionci Hamilton, from timci to times asb; 
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might probably ufe them to obtain her hulbamrs .liberty. 
She replied, that colonel Hamilton had requcftcd her i) hiir:i 
all the letters^ that were in his hand-zuf'iii.ir^ or tbs.t hjdhis 
name to them; which (lie had donj. He preued her to ex. i- 
mine again, as the might not Imvc deftroyed the whoK', and 
they would be ufefuL She examijied>x*nd fcui^d two or thrcv 
notes, without any name, -which ar^: hcrtivhh Jiih::iitgi\ anil 
which, flie faid, were notes From colohel H:! mi Uon. 

Mrs. Reynolds told Ciiixgmau, that having; lieard, that her 
hu{l-)and*s fatlier was, in ths late war, a conin^iliiiry under th.: 
direction of colonel Wadfworth, fne waited on him, to get him 
to intercede for her huiband's diicharge. He told her, h<; vvoiild 
give her his afliftance, and faid, <^ now you have mad^ m^ you^- 
^' friend, you mult apply to no perfon eli'-\" That 0:1 Sunday 
evening, Clingman v/ent to the houPj of Reya(^«;, and found 
colonel Wadfworth there. He was introduced to coioacl Wadf- 
worth, by Mrs. Reynolds. Colonel Wadfv/orth ndi him, 
he hadfeen Mr. Wolcot; that Mr. Wolcot would do any 
thing for him, (Clingman), and Reynolds's family, that h^i 
could ; that he had called on ccxlonel Hamilton, but had not 
feen him; that he might tell him, Mr. Muhlenberg, that a 
friend of his (Clmg'man's) had told him, that colonel Wadf- 
worth was a countryman and fclioolm.ate c,i Mr, Ingcrfollj and 
that colonel Wadfworth was alfo intimate v/ith the governor, 
and that the governor v/ould do almofi any thing, to oldigci 
him 5 that his name mull not be mentioned to Mr. Muhlcnber^^, 
as telling him this; but that, if Mr. Muhlenberg could b: 
brought to fpeak to him firftj on the fubjedt, uc v/ould then d^j 
any thiilg in his power;, for them ;. and. told hiiu not to i'peaii 
to. him, if he Ihould meet him in the ftreet ; and faiJ, if his 
name was mentioned, that he would do nothing. That on 
WedneCiay, Clingman fawcolonel Wadfworth, at Reynolds' j 
houfe; he did not find her at home, but left a note ; but, on 
going put, he met her, and faid, he had feca every body, and 
done every thing. 

Mrs. Reynolds told Clingman, that Ihc had received money 
from colonel Hamilton, fince her huiband's confinement, enclo- 
fed in a note, which note Ihe had burned. 

After Reynolds was difcharged, (which v/as eight or nina 
o'clock on Wedneiday evening) ; about twelve o'clock ac 
night, Mr. Reynolds fent a lett-r' to colonel Haniilton by a 
girl ; which letter, Clin;^maa f.iw delivered to the jiii- 



o 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



2i6 HISTORY' OF THE 

Reynolds followed the girl, and Clingman followed him. tte 
faw the girl go into colonel Hamilton s houfe. Clingman then 
joined Reynolds, and they walked back and forward in the 
ftreet, until the girl returned, and informed Reynolds, that he 
n^ed not go cut of town that ntght^ but call on him early in the 
morning. In the morning, -between feven and eight o'clock, 
he faw Reynolds go to colonel Hamilton's houfe, and go in. 
He has not feen him fince, and fuppofes, he is gone out gf 
town. 

Mr. Clingman further adds, that fometimc ago he was in- 
formed by Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds, that he had books contain- 
ing the a?munt of the cajh due to the Virginia line at his own 
houfe at New^Tork^ with liberty to copy^ and were obtain- 
ed through Mr. Duer. 

The above contains thi; truth, to the beftof my knowledge 
and recolleftion, and to which I am ready to make oath. 

Given under my hand this 13th December, 1792. 

(Signed,) JACOB CLINGMAN. 



(No, V.) 

Philadelphia^ iSth December^ 1792* 
Mr. Clingman informs us, that Mr. Revnolds returned to 
town, on Thuriday night, and told him, he had written him a let- 
ter which he then Iiad 5 not having bad an opportfinity to fend 
it to him, and which he then tore; part of which was thrown in- 
to the fire. Other parts he prefented to us, and which we now 
have. ^ . 

That Reynolds, at the fame tIme„told him, he had been re- 
ceived by Mr. Hamilton, the morning of that day, when they 
parted, about Tunrife. That he was extremely agitated, wfl/i- 
. ing backward and forward the roontj ahdfiriking^ alternately^ 
his forehead and his thigh \ obferving to hi/n^ that h^ had em- 
mies at work^ but was willing to meet th^nty on fair ground^ 
and requejled him not to flay longy lefl it might be noticed, 

Mr. Clingman alfo informs us, that he received a note from 
Mr. Wolcot, to meet him, on Friday morning, at half paft nine 
(which not^ v/e have). That he attended, and had an inter- 
view with him, in prefence of Mr. Hamilton ; when he was 
ftriAly examined by both, refpedting the perfons, who were en- 
quiring into the ma.tter, and ^their objeft ; that he told Mr. 
HH[^milton,hehad been pbffefledofhis notes to Reynolds, and 
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had giYCfi them up to thefe gcntleraen: apd to whidi,he re- 
plied^ hfe had dcaie very wrong. That he alfo told Mr. Ha- 
milton of the letter he had received From Reynolds, fincc his 
enlargement, mentioning that he (Mr. Hamilton) would make 
Francis fwear back what he had faid ; and to which Mr. Ha- 
milton replied, he would make him unfay any fajfity he Jiad 
declared. ^ 

Mn Hamilton faid^ Reynolds was a villai% arafcal, and he , 
fuppoied, would fwear to anv thing. 

Mr. Wolcot faid, that unlefs Clingraan ufed the fanje can- 
dour to him, that he had done to Clingman, be Ihould not con-- 
flder himfelf bound. 

Mr. Hamilton wanted to know, yrfiat mcmbjfrj of Congrefs 
were concerned in the enquiry, and defired him to go into the 
gallery, where he would fee ^m, and, enquire their names of 
the byftanders. , * . 

Mr. Hamilton obferved, he had had fome tranfaflion with 
Reynolds, which he had before mentioned, as well as Clingman 
remembers, to Mr. Wolcot, and need /lot go iiUo detail. 

Clingnian alfo informs us, that Reynolds told him, fince his 
enlargement, that when he was afiout tofet out to Virginia, on ' 
his 1^ trip to buy up cafli -claims of the Virginia line, he told 
Mr. Hamilton, that Hopkins would not pay upon thofe pow- 
ers of attorney; and to which he, (Mr. Hamilton) repliedjhe 
would write to Hopkins, on the fubjeft. 

16/A. Laft night we waited on colonel Hamilton, when he 
informed us of a particular conneSiion with Mrs. Reynolds : 
the period of its commeitcemefft, and circumftances attending 
it ; his vifitine her at Inflceep's ; the frequent fupplies of mo- 
ney to her and her hufband, on that account \ his durefs by them 
from the ffear of a djfclofure, and his anxiety to be relieved from 
it and them. To fupport this, he (hewed a great numt)er of 
letters from Reyndds and herfelf, commencing' early in I79i» 
He acknowledged all the letters in a difguifed hand, in our 
poffijftonj to be his. We left him under an impreffion, our 
fufpicions were removed. He acknowledged our cpndu£t tOf- 
ward him had been fair and liberal : he could nojt complain of 
it. We brought back all the papers, even his own notes, nor 
did he aflc their deftr-uftion. 

He faid, the difmiffion pf th^ profecution againft the parties^ 

Reynolds and Clingman, had been In confideratioh of a furren- 

, 4crofa lift ofpay improperly obtained from his o&^ and by 

F f 
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means of a perfon, who hkd it not in his power now to injur© 
the department, intimating he meant Duer : that he obtained 
this information from Reynolds; owned that he had received 
a note from Reynolds in die night, at the time ftated in Mr. 
Clingman's paper, and that he had likewife fcea'hinx in the 
morning following: faid, he never had feen Reynolds be- 
fore he came to this place ; and that the ftatement in Mr. 
Clingman's paper, in that refpedl, was corred. 

(Signed,) ' JAMES MONROE. 

ABRAHAM VENABLE- 
F. A. MUHLENBERG. 



yanuary 2rf, 1793. Mr. Clinam^ called on me, this even- 
ing, and mentioned, that he had oeen a^prifcd of Mr. HaiJiil- 
ton's vindication, by Mr. Wdlcotr,*a day dr'two after our in- 
interview with him. He farther obferved to me, that he com- 
municated the fame to Mrs. Reynolds, who -appeared much 
Jhocked at ity and wept immoderately. That me denied the 
imputation, and declared, that it had been a fabrication of colpnel 
Hamilton, and that her hufband had joined in it, wha had told 
iirfi^ and that he had given him receipts for money, and writ- 
ten letters, lb as to give countenance to the pretence, 'That 
he was with colonel Hamilton, the day, after he left d?e jaiJ, 
when we fuppofed he was in Jerfey. He was oiFcj)iniQn (he 
was innocent, and that the defence was an impofiticvu 

(Signed,) JAMES MONROE. 

(No. VL) * 
Letters from colonel Hamilton to James 
Reynolds, referred to i^ No. IIL 
J^ndorfement on the parcel, in the hand-writing 
of Reynolds. " From Secortary Hamilton, elq.*" 

To-morrow what is requefted ivill be done. Tnvill 
hardly be pojjible to day. 

{[This card has neither date nor addrefs. It is in 
a kind of chara<^er, half print, half manu{cr}pt# It 
was admitted as his own by the fecretary, J ^ 

* The loofe paper on whick thefe words are written^ is itfelf 
fart Ql/om dejiroytd Utter from Mr* Hamiltonj- for it has on the op* 
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It is utterly out of my power I ajjure you^ pon* 
7ny honour^ to comply withyouf requeji. Tour note 
is 7'eturned* 

ITThis is the card referred to in No. IV. being thtf 
ahfwer to a rcqueft from Reynolds, of money to fub- 
fcribe for the Lancafter turnpike. It has neither 
date nor addrefs ; but mufthave been written about 
the month of June, 1792. On what ground could 
Reynolds pretend to make fuch applications to a 
perfbnTo far above his rank I The gentle tone of 
the refufal, alfo, defcrves notice. It exprefsly im- 
plies a high degree of previous intimacy. The 
fi tuple aflurance of inability was not enough. Mr» 
Hamilton declares pon his honour, that it is not 
merely out of his power ^ but utterly, &c. How 
generous ! How magnanimous this language of the 
ex-fecretary ! efpecially when he wrote to a being 
who was in the habit of threatening to bring him 
to difgi-ace. If the ftatement of Mrt Hamilton, as 
to Mrs. Reynolds, had been true, fhe muft have coft 
him, in whole, a fmart fum. In No. IV. fhe faysV 
that herhulband had, fbmetime before, " received 
*' upwards of eleven hundred dollars of colonel 
*' Hamilton.*' A ftiare in the Lancafter turnpike 
doft three hundred dollars ; and though, in this re- 
qaafV, Reynolds did not fucceed, yet fo cxtenfive a 
fcale of application ihews, that he had been in the 
habit of receiving, or at leaft of expefting, to axon- 
fiderable amount. In the fame number it appears, 
that Clingman was almoft an eye witnefs to the re* 
ceipt, by Reynolds, of a large fum from Mr. HamiK 
ton. No. IV. alfo, (hews, that Mra. Reynolds, du- 
ring the confinement of her hufband, received mo- 
ney from pur fecretaryj and in No. III. when Mr.. 

polite fide» in his imdi/guifed hand-writinjgfi this addrefs^as the back 
•f a letter : « Me. James Reynolds^* 
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HamUton wanted to get rid of thcfc people, he tyf* 
fcred, if they would leave theje partly not to be Jeeft 
here again^ to give something clever. By the 
way, this was not the language of a lover. If the 
colonel was tired he might have quitted the ladjr 
with Icfs ceremony, vi^e proceed to the third cardw3 

Inclefedare^urx dollars. They could not be Jent 
fooner. 

Addrefled on the back, Mr. James Reynblds. 

\y\i\^ letter has neither date, nor fubfcription ; 
and is in the feigned hand of the two former. The 
addrefs is in a counterfeit hand, of a dilFcrttit kind ; 
but refembling that of the Jeer etary.'} 

My Dear Sir^ 

I expected to hm)t heared the day nfter I had the 
pleajureofjeeingyou. 

[This is in Mr. Hamilton's common hand. It has 
no date or fignature. The addrefs, if it had any, 
has been torn away.] 

. The perfon Mr. Reynolds enquired for on Friday^ 

WAITED FOR HIM AI^L THE EVENING, at his fiOufe^ 

from a little after Jeven^Mr. R. may fee him at any 
time to-day^ or to-morrow^ between the hours oftw^ 
and three. 

Mr. Reynolds* Monday. 

{[The above, and its addrefs, are in the feigned 
hand. So much correspondence could nbt refer ex- 
clufively to wenching. No man of common fenfc 
will believe that it did. Hence it muft have im- 
plicated fbme connexion ftill more diflionourablc, 
in Mr. Hamilton's eyes, than that of incontinency. 
Reynolds and his wife affirm that it refpcftcd cer- 
tificate (peculations. The folicitude of Mr. Hi- 
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milton to get thcfe people out of the way, is quite 
contradiftory to ai^ amorous attachment for Mrs. 
Reynolds, aud bcfpeaks her innocence in the clear- 
eft ftUe. The following is the torn letter refer- 
red to, in the beginning of No. V. It is in the fame 
hand writing with the indorftment above quoted 
on the parcel of letters, aild merits particular atten- 
tion.]] 

Thurfday, one o'clock^ i jth December, lyQi*. 

My DBAR M;, Cl.l!l«MAl(r, 

/ ,hope J have not forfeited your friend/hip , the lajl 
nighfs converfatiotiy dont think any thing of it ^ for I 
tuas not myfelf I knorm I have treated ******** 
friend ill^ and too well I am convinfed |]Here about 
three lines are torn out.] to have fatisf action from 
tiiM at all events^ and you onely I truji too. I will 

SEEr you THIS EVENING. He HAS OFFERED TO 
FURNISH ME AND MrS. REYNOLDS WITH MONEY 

TO CARRY US OFF. If IwUlgOy he will fee that Mrs. 
J^eynoids has money to follow me^ and as for Mr. 
Francis ^he fas he will make kimfwear back what he 
hasfaid^ and will turn him oiit ofoffice^. This is all / 
can fay till I fee you. 

I am^ dear Clingman^ believe tne^ forever your 
fincere friendy 
^ JAMES REYNOLDS. 

* Mr. Jacob Clingman. 

Here the ftory comes to a crifis. 1 Reynolds, a 
jnan of a bad charaftcr, and dependent circum- 
ftanccs,had been caft into jail for an offence of a very 
deep dye, and which, as it appears, could have been 
fixed upon him. Inftead of comporting himfelf with 

♦ Reynolds got out of priibtii oa Wcdncfday evening, the 12 A 
of December. Sec No. vty 

+ The Secretary kept his word. The pcrfon here meant vasdiC^ 
charged fiiom the trcatury ofioe» 
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that hiumility fuitable to a (itiiation apparently fo def^ 
perate, he ^eaks of nothing elfe but ruining and 
hanging Mr. Hamilton, who, the Prefident ex- 
cepted,wa&the moft powerful and dangerous enemy 
tiiat he ccruid have met with on the whole continent. 
This was not, certainly, an obvious ^ray to get out 
of prifon. He had been profecuted by the Comptrol- 
ler, Mr. Wolcot, with whom he. found no blame ; 
but he affirmed, that it was a fcheme pf the fecre- 
tary to keep him loWy apd drive him away. Even ad- 
inittingthat his wife was the favourite of Mr. Ha- 
milton, for which there appears no evidence but 
the word of the fecretary, this condudi would have 
l^een eminently foolifh. Mr. tiamilton had only 
to {ay, that he was fick of his amour, and the influ- 
ence and hopes of Reynolds at once vanifhed. Our 
lecretary was far' above the reach of his revenge. 
Th^ acctifation of an illicit amour, though founded 
in notes louder than the laft trumpet, could not 
have defamed the conjugal fidelity of Mr. Hamil- 
ton. It would only have been holding a farthing 
fandle tQ the fun. Oh that point, the world had prc- 
vioufly fixed its opinion. In the fecrctary's bucket 
of chaftity, a drop more or lefs was not to be pei^ 
cCived. If Reynolds had no claim to regard but in 
one of the capacities of Mercury, his acCufations 
and his threats were more than folly. They were 
fynonimous to lunacy. 

. Grounding merely on the procuring fyftem, the 
forbearance of Mr* Hamiltow is equally ip^jtplica- 
ble. The natural temper of our fecretary, wheiT 
he ventures to exert it, is vindicSliive and furious*, 
combining *^ that unufual mixture, of quick fcroci- 
*' ty and unrelenting vengeance,*' which Mr. Hume 
tai^ m'arked out as a peculiarity in the charafter of 

♦ See Findley and Brackcnridge; ftfJlpm^ 
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ChsLrles the ninth*. Thdt fuch a man^ or indeed 
that any man (hould tamely endure this treatment 
is in itfelf highly incredible, N0 tranficnt attach- 
ment, fuch as that which the fecretary alledged that 
he had, could have been put in the balance againft 
his official charafter ; and from the time that Mr. 
Monroe and the other gentlemen favV- Reynolds/ his 
reputation was evidently at ftake. 

In No. V. Clingman fays, that he received a note 
from Mr. Wolcot to call on him. It is in thefe 
words. . 

Mr.Pf^olcottwillbegladtofee Mr . Clingman to^ 
Tnorrow^ at half after nine 0* clock. 
* Thurfday. 

At this meeting, Clingman fays that he wasftriftly 
examined^by Mcflrs. Wolcot and Hamilton, re(pcc- 
ting the perfons Who Were enquiring Into the imatter, 
and their objeiS:.. If everything was found at bot- 
tom Mr. Hamilton, might have held fuch peribns 

* The feelings of Mr. Hamilton may be eftimated by the tone 
of the hireling writers of his party ; and (hew how little quarter he 
or they are entitled to. William Cobbett, in his Ccnfor for March 
1 797, defcribes Mr. Monroe as" a. traitor, who has bartered the ho- 
"" nour and intereft of his conntryy to a perfidious aiid favage enemy/* 
MefTrs. Mahlcnbcrg, Jefferfdn, Sw^nwick,* Giles^ Madifon, Gallatin, 
Mr. Tench Coxe^ and others, are all il^ioken of in the fame fcuni* 
lous way, without the leaft regard totrqth or decency. What could 
ail this writer at Dr. Ru{h ? That genUeman has long iince quitted 
politics, and his' philofophical works are better known and more 
. highly refp^ed in Europe, ihan th^fip of any writer whom the ucur 
world has produced^ Franklin or Jefierfon's notes excepted. 

This man does not write at random. His enemies laughed at hint . 
for boafting of intimacy with fome df the firll charadlersin this coun- 
try. He fpoke only trutbjl Not kmg ^ce, Mr. Lifton, the Bri- 
|i(h ambaffador, came <low'n North Second-ilreet, pad by the door 
of his ftore, looked caie^lly around hin^, as if to fee whether he 
' was obferyed, then turned back, and went in. Two days after he 
was in the fame Iftore: and, no doubt his excellency derives roucli 
> impro vemeht from thh elegant «nd dignified conne Aioni 
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•and*fuch enquiries ia defiance. The following 
letter, the laft in the order of thefe pieces, is from 
Mr. Hamilton himielf. 



Pbiladelpbiay December^ '^79'^* 

ON reflediofi) I deem it advifeable fbrme to have copies df 
the feveral papers v^ch you commumcated to me in oiir in- 
terview on Saturday evening, including the notes, and the frag- 
ment of Mr. Reynold's letter to Mr. Clinjjman. I therefore 
requeft that you will either caufe ccyies of thefe papers to be 
fumifhed to me, taken by the perfon in whofe hand writing the 
dedarations whidi you (hewed to me were, or will let me have 
. the papers themfelves to be copied. It is alfo my wifh, that 
all fuch papers as are original, may be detained from the par- 
tics of v^m they were had, to put it out of their power to 
repeat the abufe df them in fituations wbidi may deprive me of 
tfie advantage of explanation. Coniidering. of how abomina- 
ble an attempt they have befsn the inftruments, I truft you 
will feel no fcruples about this detentjk>Q» . ^ 

Wi til confidcratlon, 

I have the honour to be, gentlemen. 

Your obedient fervant, 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON", 
jP« 4ugufiut Mughlenherghy T ; 
James Mtnr^e^ and ' > Efquires. 
Abraham Finable^ j 

Addrcfled on the back thus. " Frederick A. 
Mughlenbergh^ eJquireJ* 

The above letter, clofes the coUeAion of papers 

^ regarding this affair of Reynolds. It only remains 

to niake fomc oblervations j and thefe demand a 

tf we confider the magnitude of the objeft be- 
fore them, it was highly commendable in the gen- 
tlemen concerned in thefe enquiries to trace the 
matter as clofely as they did. The funding of cer^ 
tificates to the extent of perhaps thirty, or thirty- 
five millions of dollars, at eight times tlie price 



Digitized by vaOO^lC 



r-^.^.^ '. -.*-•- 



\ 



UNITED STATES. asj 

which the holders had aftually paid for thenij pre* 
fcnts, in itfelfjOBC of the moft egregious, themoft 
impudent, the moft oppreflive, and^he moft provo- 
king bubbles that ever burlefqued the legiflativc 
proceedings of any nation. The debt that could 
have been dlfcharged for ten or fifteeifmiliions of * 
dollars, was funded at forty millions. , / 

But 2s the aniverfal fuQyicion ami hatred which 
the formation of this mafsh&d excited, might, at fbme * 
future period, endanger its exiftcnce, the aflumit* 
tion aft, was brought forward. This lawinqj^r-^ 
porated into the former ftock thole debts contrac- 
ted by individual ftates during the war. Hence each 
of them became, for its own fake, interefted in the 
fupport of public credit which implicated a rid- 
dance of the debt efpecially due by itfelf. Thus 
the certificate funds were infeparably embodied 
with a powerful and popular ally, under the 
fllelter of whole reputation they might hope for 
fbme degree of longevity. This artful meafure 
was puihed through Congre& by the fame party, 
who funded the half-croWn certificates at twen^ 
ihillings. But, even in this projeft, it is entertaining 
to notice the blindneis and precipitaticm of cbnfci-^ 
ous guUt. The paper-jjoh^ng jontp were in fuch 
a huriy to fheker their Speculations under the wing$ 
of the above aflumption law, that they afted the 
meafurc in the moft profligate or bungling manner 
which can be imagined. Take notice! They pled- 
ged the public faith for twenty-two milliom of dolr 
lars, inftead of eleven millions* j for, the latterium 

«< * The accoQfits of the union with die individual ftates might 
» have been placed in the fiime relative fituation in which the^ now 
*< ftand, by afluming eleven miUipns, inftead of twenty*two, ' Thp 
^*addiiiomt and unneceffhfy ^thtt created by that fatal meafare, 
<' amounts, theiefors, to //« mr/&»j eight hundred and ei^tj^ihrei 
'* thoufandffix huitdrtd mtd tn^uHynibf dJhrft ajdj^ff-off^t ct9$$/i 
Gallatiiif p* 107, 
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would have fettled thfc claims, if a reafonable de- 
gree of time, of judgment, dr of method had beca 
employed upon it. This work was the very pin- 
nacle of ftupidity, ortoavery, or probably of both. 
Suppofe that you iec a mango into^a ikore^ znd buy 
ten (hillings worth of linen. He receives the cloth, 
flings down a guinea, and runs away without wai- 
ting for his change*. You will infer that he is ei- 
ther circukating faUe mouey, or has deferted from 
faqdlam. Yet fudi is precifely the profile view of 
this aflumptiou aft. It is natural that Dr. Smith 
ihpuldrbe fond of calling Americans the moft intel- 
ligent of mankind, when his party have made them 
fixch egregious dupes. Thus, the founder of fome 
new fcft in religion, while cramming tlie ears of 
his difciples with vifions and miracles, aflures them 
that tliey are the chofen people. In both inftan- 
ces the encomiaft holds in his eye ithe very fame ob- 
JcA. As for the .ftate.of public information, it is 
lil^ely that not more than one-tcntih:part of .our ci- 
tizens recolleA or have heard any thing of the af- 
iTnmption aft . Not one out-of five tboufsmd people 
is acquainted with this blafting blunder, about the 
eleven millions .being funded at twenty-two.. 
, This is a profile view: of the a^mptlon -aft. But 
when we look ftraight; into its face, ftaud, anarchy, 
and rebellion^ are feen' indelibly engraved on its 
forehead. IVitiiefs the debates of laft winter in 
Cortgrels, about the balance due from New*York to 
the tmqfi ! A ipark a thoufand times fmaller, has, 
before now, invcdved half the world in conflagra- 
tion. This aft is like an ulcer in the midriff of Ame- 
rican tranquillity. To paint its poffible effefts 
would require the eloquence of Milton defcribing 
the congr^s of Death snxd Sin.. 

Th« bank of. the United Stales was another but- 
twfs railed to prop the rampart of corruption. 
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This^ jnftitutipDy, andtlieirvefiftible influence which 
it draw$ after it, afford a ftriklng evidence of the da- 
ring and profbi^nd genius of' its apt^uor*. By what 
clauft of the conllitution Congrei(Sj thought them-r 
felves p.cithprifi?d ^:p turn biankprjs, they have not 
yet ii^fpi:ip?4 the public. From any thing yvhiclf 
appears on the face of that inftrument, they 
had no more warrant for erefting banks than 
for ercfting pyramids. Their pica, that the 
inftitution was to be of national benefit, does not 
form a proper apology. It would have b«en bet- 
ter to tell the real motive, which was, that the lea- 
ders of a majority in Congrefs expcftedthe Tcheme 
to iflTue in pcrfonal advantage to thcmfclves. The 
report of Mr. Hamilton to Copgrefs, on this bank, 
promifcd mighty matters .which have never come 
to pafs. But the grand pointy the briacing of the 
funding fyftem,^ has been completely Fecured. The 
city of Washington (hall be |uft mentioned, as a 
5'z//>/«j- to the hdnqft credulity of the Prefideht, 
Millions have been worfe than idly fiihk upon that 
fpbt, which, if government removes to it, may be 
fafely predifted as the tomb of the federal confti- 
tution. 

The refult of all tbefe nf^eafures hath been a pjib- 
lic debt pf eighty millions, inftead of thirty ; arrc-. 
publican gpyerqmeht b^rriafled in a monarchical fao^ 
tion ; a coijtin^pt overwhelmed :^ith paper money^^ 
with johs, aftd bankruptcies, pf a nature and ipecies: 
of infamy ^nipft unknpwn.in Europe* ; the price, 
doubled on every article of liyjing ; a commerce in- 

* Sec, for example, tb^ polity corrcfpondcnce.betwccn Mr. James 
Grcenleafand Mr. John Nicholfoii, that hath fo long blocKaded 
the newfpapen. Sometimd ago^ bilb of a m^rchauit in thii city- 
were advertifed fer fafej by audion« to the amount of about &ur 
hundred thou£v)4 <k>llars. TheTe things make a perfon from, the ol^ 
world toftarc^ but Ainexicans,' perhaps, know better. 
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iulted and within fight »t>f ruin ; a public treafuTy 
without money, and without credit; and liSh and 
worfl:, a fquadron of legiflative confpintors, in 
the fifth Congrefs, who', fay every infidious artifice, 
and every unbluiliing effort, pant and toil to bury 
their country in a Britifh alliance sHUi a French war. 



CHAPTER VII. 



Farther obferoations on the correfpondence between 
Mejfrs. Hamilton and Reynolds. — Singular mode 
offecrecy in framing the federal conftitution^ and 
of dif cuffing ya/s treaty. — Defence of General 
Majon. — Report to Prefident Adorns^ by Mr. 

. Pickerings on French raptures. — Singular'/hle of 
.. that paper. — Defamatory charge by judjge Iredell 
to a grand jury in Virginia.-^Their pitiful pre- 
Jentment. — Defence of Mr. Cabell. "^uriozis let- 
ter to Mr. John Beckley.^^bjervations on the 
PURITY of the federal government. — Specimens of 
the mode of travelling in America.-^ A trip U 
NevhTork. 

r^ his letter lad copied, Mr. Hamilton Ipeaks of 
an explanation. He gave nothing meriting that 
same. The fliort way to exculpate Wmfelf was, by 
confronting Reynolds and his wife, who accufcd 
him of fraud, with the gentlemen who undertook 
the enquiry. Inftead of that, he fentReynolds and 
his wife out of the way,to prevent any fuch perfbnal 
exculpation. That he packed them off^ there can 
be little doubt, fince the fuddenels of the difappearr 
ance of Reynolds can be accounted for upon no other 
ground. The letter from Reynolds to Clingman 
mentions a promlTeof tHat kind^ and Mrs. Reynolds 
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liad prcvidufly declared^.thdt this was a fcheme m 
contemplation. Reynolds could not fly from fear. 
The profccution againft him was clofed, and his 
chief rcfburce forfubfiftcnce had been by applying 
to Mr. Hamilton. That he was removed, to keep 
l^htt Jrom amectingwithMr.Mbnrocandhis friends, 
bears the ftrongeft marks of probability. It miy 
he ihidy that the infamous chafafter of Reynolds 
xxnade him unworthy of credit. Taken by itfelf, 
his tefKmbny wai, indeed, -worth little jl>ut. whfen 
ftipported by various circumftances, it might me- 
^ rit more attention. The profligate manners of the 
accufcr afforded an additional reafon why Mr. Ha- 
milton, if innocent, fhould have brought him for- 
ward, fihce it would have been proportionably a 
more eafy tafk to convince Mr. Monroe of his falic- 
hocd. But the fecretary fcaled the importance of 
the accufcr's teftiniony, by forbearing to produce 
him to the gentlemen enquiring after him . When 
perfoiis of fo much weight an4 refpedability had 
entered upon this bufinefs, every principle of cotln- 
tndn fenfe called for the cleared explanatiori. 
In place of that the chief evidence was con- 
cealed, and fent off, while the ma£s of his' 
correfpofidence with Mr. Hamilton Was, by defire 
of the latter, abruptly comnaittedto th^flames. You 
will determiheVhetherthcfe fugitive meafures look 
nidft: like innocence, or like fbmething elfc. 

Mr. Hamilton, rcferryig to Reynolds and hisr 
wife, calls this an abbminable atternpt. Granted. But, 
fmcethe meafures of himfelf arid his party, on the 
affair of certificates, had excited a very general and 
violent fufpicion, and fince he' well knew that the 
gentlemen who came forward, were fuppofed to 
be in the number of thofe who entertained it, every 
motive of felf-love, and of zeal for the honour of his 
partizans, fiioulcl have prompted Mr» Hamilton t« 
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tear up the lafli.twig of jc^lowfy. la place of (kpo- 
thering tcftimony, he (hould have courted it, ^ In 
place of burning letters, he (hould hvfeprititedxlicmi 
Publiqity was the only bafis by which he could main- 
tain the ground that he was in danger of lofing. Yet 
this was the very mode of defence which he cho£c to 
avoid. When Randolph was arx'aigned of mifconduft 
not more culpable than that imputed by Reynolds to 
Hamilton, he parfued the accufer to Rhode-Ifland, 
and obtained a certijficate of his innocence, coudied 
in the ftrongcft terms. Yet the federal party, with 
their ufual fortitude of affertion, and infelicity of dc- 
monftration, have loaded him withreproaches, and 
the bare fuppofition of the poffihility of his innocence, 
has been fcouted as the height of effrontery. Put 
thccaie that Fauchet, when his apocrypha w^inr 
terccpte4j had been in jail, that Randolph, inftead 
of bringing him forward had paid his debts, burn| 
all his remaining papers, and hurried him out cf^the 
fotmtry. Every fi-icnd to order^ would have been 
convinced that .Randolph was guilty^ and ha J re- 
moved Fauchet, that " the pool of corruption nvght 
*Sputrify in peace*/' The force of moral or prc- 
fumptive teftimony does not augment or diminifb, 
hecaulb the party accufed happenis to be for or a- 
gainft the American funding iyfiem. 

Someyearsago, the late Prefi4cnt was attacked in 
the newfpapers fpr conftantly uplifting his ialary , he^ 
^rti^ became due. Mr. Hamilton immediately prin- 
ted a reply that filled nine coluiim? ojfthe Philadel- 
plii^ Gazett?. Evcfi the very worft- which could be 
alledgedof Mr. Wafhington amounted only to this 
praftice being irregular, improper, and fuper-emi- 
nently ridiculous from a^an who pretended to do 
t^^e bufinefe of his country for his m.ere houfbpli 

^ . * Robert Hall^ on the liberty of tbc prefix 
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exj>cnics. The charge of Reynolds wears a more 
ferious afpC(9:. If he was one agent for the pur-« 
chafe of certificates,* it may iv«ll be coilceivqid,- 
though it cannot ^^^ be proved, that our .fecretary 
had twenty others, Phyfician ! healthyfelf. Befwe 
Mr. Hamilton prints any farther defences of other* 
people, before he again arraigns one^half of his fel- 
low citizens as cut-throats*, let him tell us what has 
become of Reynolds. Let him obferve that this nar- 
rative is explicit ; and that, under all the circum-* 
fiances of the affair, filence will be more fatal to 
his charafter, than the moft feeble vindication. 

It is eafy to fee why Mr. Hamilton, and his par- 
ty, have been permitted to reduce America to its 
prefcnt difagreeable condition. When a merchant 
refufes not only to balance hjis books, but vilifies thole 
who advifc him to do lb, it requires no ghoft fi'om the 
dead, to foretell for what port he is bound. In pri- 
vate life, it is hardly poffible to find fuch.a fool$ 
but nations are fometimes aftuated by a degree of 
madnefs to. which, in their individual concerns, it 
would be imprafticablc to drive them. Of this re- 
mark, America, during the Ihort period of her po- 
litical career, 'has afforded various examples. The 
people of other countries are ignorant againft their 
will. The citizens of the United States appear of- 
ten averfe, and even hoftilt to information. Thus^ 
the federal conftition, highly rclpeftable and valu- 
able as truth mufl acknowledge it to be, was yet an 
m{kx\xaicxit framed in darknejs. When the conven- 
tion who made it met at Philadelphia, they began 
by (hutting their doors. This clande'fline'appear-t 
ance exhibited the worft auguries imaginable of 
what they were going to do. Though they had to 
frame a conftitution, yet, before it could take cfFeft 

* * See American Annual Kegifien cbap. x* ^ 
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k-was to be ful:«nitted, feperately, to cadi bf the 
thirteen jftates. To idfift the citizeos at large in 
farming their opinions, the fafeft and fairefl: method 
was to have debated with open galleries. If the 
iirguments that fwaycd the decifion of the delegates 
were well-founded, they might have had the fame 
cffcft on their conftittrents"* . But, to immure them* 
felves in the way in which they did, looked more 
like a Venetian fenate,a gang of fmugglersor coiners, 
than the Reprefentatives of a free people. The long 
parliament of England would never have obtained 
the confidence of their paity, they could never have 
overturned royal dcfpotifm, if they had kept their 
proceedings and debates a fecret from the world. 
la England^ a ftate-trial rauft be carried on in pub- 
lic. The fpirit of the country would not endure 
the concealment of fuch a tranfaflion. In the 
courfe of ordinary affairs^ the prefent Houfcof Com- 
mons do not fiiut their doors above once in fcveral 
years . But the framing of a conftitution is of • in- 
finitely jnore importanee than the ufual routine of 
bufinefs ; the EngliCh people would not, on fuch an 
emergency, fubmit.to exclufion. The Scots union 
was prcvioufly known to be dfetefted by all ranks 
of people ; and brought the country to th/^ brink 
o£ a revolution. Vet the Scots parliament debated 

* ■ 
_ * Wc have not entirely forgot thciaode ift which the federal con. 
ftitution was crammed down the wiilct ot Pcnnfylvania. When it firft 
appearrd, the aflcmbly were in &flion. A minority declined accep- 
tance, becaufe they had nO fpccial powers to that pnrpofc from their 
cWiorl ; ^nd, to prevent its paffing, tfeey fcccded from the houfc. 
The r^maming members did not form a qporum. Here they would 
have ftuck, but the friends of order, alias, a ttoopof ruffians,with the 
captain df a very modern frigat« at their bead, broke into the lodff. 
ing^of fome receding members, fcizcd them, dragged them throoeh 
rtie ftrcets, with oncj-half of .Philadelphia at their heels, and, by mam 
force, projcacd them into jthe aflcmbly. .Thus a quorum was for- 
med, and the conftitution accepted, in a way which wooM have £f- 
graccdagw^ofgSipfia. '^ 
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with open doors r The acquiefcenceof our citizens 
in the Tiberian privacy of their delegates, has mar- 
ked a peculiarity in the American charafter. 

The arrival of Jay's treaty a6Forded another in- 
ftance of the fame kind. In London, public impa- 
tience would, by fuch a circumftance, have been 
wounded up to the higheft degree ; and the proud^ 
eft minifter muft have found his popularity into- 
refted in an early communication. But at Philadel- 
phia, there was even a parade of fecrecy. Th* 
treaty reached the Prefident on the 7th of March, 
1 7 95* Inftcad of laying it before the public, who 
were ultimately to bear its confequenccs, and who 
could have made light break in upon every quar- 
ter, he fupprciTed its contents from mankind, till 
the meeting of the Senate. Thirty gentlemen then 
fliut themfelves up, like the tranflators of the Sep- 
tuagint, as if they had been to aA by infpiration* 
Without raflmefs it may be faid, .that X\ii%Juperior 
branch of government, as Mr. Fenno calls it, did 
not coUcftively know as much about commerce, and 
its foreign relations, as general Smith and Joha 
Swanwick. The refolution of the Senate to ratify, 
tranfpircdon the 24th of June 1795, three months 
and an half after the Prefident had got the treaty. 
This long fuppreifion did not excite an audible 
murmur. Nay, after the ratification, the federal 
party difplayed flill more ftrongly their' manly no- 
tions of government. The Senate h^d juft one 
member, general Mafbn, of tufficient civility to^ 
wards the public, to fend a copy of the treaty to 
the newfpapers. This violated an injunftion of fe- 
crefy paft by the Senate. The federal catcalls be- 
gan inftantly to fqueak ; and, if the general ha4 
been forging bank .notes, they could hardly have 
made much more noife. Thus the Plymouth refo- 
lutions of the jotb of Odoben 1795, charged him 
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with " a notorious breach of official confidence*/* 
inftead of this language, they (hould have thanked 
him for his intelligence. If it had been communi- 
cated three months more €,arly, much of the fubfe- 
quent bacf confequences might have been prevented. 
He (hould, alio, have printed Jay's injftruftions, 
with minutes of the notable harangues about the par^ 
tition of the United Statest. With open doors, no 
ftnator durft have broached a dodrine of fuch en- 
ormous attrocity. The majler^s eye makes a fat horfe^ 
fays the proverb. In public affairs, the fame cafe 
holds good. Tbe more that a riation knows about 
the mode of conduftingits bufinefs, the better chance 
has that bufmefs of being properly coridafted. 
This maxim appears very plain j and, in his domes- 
tic concerns, every man approves ofit. On a great 
national fcale, we are the firft free peoplewbo have 
rejeftedit, and that is one of the principal reafons 
Why fbme parts of our federal adminiftration have 
fucceeded fo very ill* Secrecy is a favourite doc- 
trine with our financial Mahomet ; and its triumph 
iiath enfured his own. x 

In the clofe of the laft chapter, the word confp- 
rator has been employed. It founds harfhly, but 
it has been inferted on the cleareft evidence, and af- 
ter the ftrifteft confideration. To be convinced 
of an executive plot, for involving America in a 
French war, we have only to look at a report from 
fecretary Pickering to Prefidcnt Adams, and which, 
on the 2 2d of Jtine, 1797, was fent by the latter to 
Congrefs. The title page profefles toilate ^^ihe 
^* depredations committed on the commerce of tbe 
*' Uiiited Sutcs fince the ift otCtoober^ 1796." 
ConfiUcncy with this profeffion required^ that, fis 

* Carey's Remembrancer, vol. iS. p. 3 1 1^^ 
i* American Anoaal Eeg^tfi chap. v« 
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much time fhould have been beftowed on the reci* 
tal of Brltifh captures, as on that of French ones* 
Apparently grounding pn this idea> Mr* Adams, in 
his meflage accompanying the papers, hath theft 
words : '' I diretfted a coUedtion to he made of AhU 
^^ inch information as (hould be found in the poir 
" feffion of the government." 

The report and documents fill about an hundred 
and fixty pages. The lift of French captures is ta- 
ken from the Philadelphia and United States gar 
zettcs. Of the Britilh, Mr. Pickering writes thus t 

'^ Captures and lofTes by Briti/h cruifcrs, the fe* 
** crctapy prefumes, have not been numerous; £br^ 
*' citizens of the United States paving, theie three 
*' years paft, been accuftomedto look up to the go- 
*' vernment for aid in,profccuting then' claims, it 
*' is not to be doubted, that gericrally thefe ca{« 
*' have been reported to the department of ftate* 
*^ An abftraft of fuch as have been communicatcdy 
** is annexed/' Report, p. 5. This lift amounts on*- 
ly to ten vefTels. They are difpatched in two pa«^ 
gc&» That rf captures by the republic occupies 
about an hundred and forty ^ As an apology for 
this dlQ>roportion of bulk, Mr. Pickering, on p. j^ 
^ivCS a moft curious reafon. *'This examination 
>*^ was chiefly made prior to the call of the houfe of 
*' Reprefentatives for a report on this fubjed, wit^ 
^^ a view to ascertain the number of French cap- 
^^tures, andthccircumftimces attending them; and 
♦ ^ the refuk of the whole is annexed. It is regretted^ 
^^ that the time did not permit a ro-examination oi^ 
.<^ thoie papers Co afcertiun likewife the captured 
^'made by the Britifh cruifers^'^ The call of the 
houfe was dated the loth of June. The paperi^ 
were laid before the houfe on the 2 ad, being at aii 
interval oftweive days • As the Fren ch lift had bee*^ 
made out beforehand^ the fecretary had themore 
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time to compile the Briti^ lift. Six aftivc clerks, 
like thofe in his own office, could, with great eafe, 
have completed the bufinefe in forty-eight hours at 
lartheft. Where was the mighty affair of turning 
over two files of newfpaper s for the 1 aft eight month s ? 
With fome diligence, the whole might have been 
finifhed in a fingle afternoon. In a city like Philadel- 
phia, fUU of public offices, and able tfanfcribers^thc 
fccrctary, if he had been in carftcft>c6ul4 have cbl- 
lefted forty proper affiftants, on an hour's warning ^ 
mnd even admitting the Britifh lift to be as bulky as 
the French one, each of thefe auxiliaries would hard- 
ly have found an hour^s employment v But thefecre- 
tary himfelf fays, that Britifh captures were not nu- 
merous. Be it fo. Then it would have taken the Icfs 
time to make them out* Yet it feems that, with 
a fpace of ten or twelve day^ before him, the fe- 
cretary could not accomplifli this Lilliputian tafk. 

Thus docs our fecretary trifle with the orders of 
the legiflature ; and Mr. Adams^ by the acceptance 
ef fo abfurdan cxcufe, exemplifies fee proverb, ft'^^ 
Tnajier^ like num. But, to be plain with Mr. Picker- 
ing, fuch palpable fophiftication will not go ddwn. 
All people know very well why the Britifh lift of 
captures was not made out. It would have coun«> 
terafted his plan of inflaming u$ againfl the re- 
public. He proceeds thus* 

.'^ The editors of thofe two gazettes agree in 
*' feying> that.no great attention was jiai4 to the 
*^ fubjeft, for the purpofe of infcAing accounts? of 
^' all the captures which wtte p^ublifhed in the va- 
*' rjous other nowfpapers ; yet the number collec- 
** ted exceeds three hundredj of which but few ef^ 
*' cape condemnation/^ : The Gazette of tiiC Uni- 
ted Statfes is, and long has been, is much an engiae 
0^ the American cxecutivej^^thatof Londoa ;sto 
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an Englifh premier*. Mr. Fenno, beyond all qucl^ 
tion, infcrted every French capture that he could . 
find. As to the Piiiladelpliia Gazette, the prcfent 
editor has only held it fince lad February ; and> 
previous to. that time, be knows not how it was 
conduced. When Congrefs wanted informa- 
tion, it was the duty of Mr. Pickering to have 
looked at a wide variety of newfpapers. But he 
was well aware, that Mr. Fenno had coUcftcd 
about every thing of the kind. The obje<^ of Mr- 
Pickeringis, to infinuate that many French captures 
hasve dCcaped notice. Tet the number colteded ex^ 
Qeeds THREE HUNDRED, So loog ago as September^ 
1794, * l^ft ^*s publiCbed', by* authority y of BritiJIi 
captures'. They were about thxec hundred and fixty* 
■ '^ The condud of the public agents,'' fays Mr* 
Pickering, " andpf the commiffioned cruifcrs thcre^ 
" has furpaflcd all former examples\ .**' Tlwsy can- 
not be wwfe than the confifcation of the Two^ 
Friends:, and the murder- of captain Boflbn. Wc 
might add^n hundred Britifli piracies recited in this; 
volume, all as atrocious as.^ any pofiible cafe of 
French piracy.. 

'' The perfons alio of our citizens have been 
'^ beaten, infulted, and cruelly imprifoned ; and, in 
" the forms ufcd towards prifoners of war ,^ they 
^' haVc been exchanged with the Britifti for Frencb- 
" men.**' Thi$ is very bad, but the French are 
only following the example that £ngland, for above 
two years, had fet before them, and at this moment 
continues to give tfaem« When complaints of im«< 

y * Initead of trying to, tarn the fpccch of Barras into an ioftrument 
lor a Ffench war» Mr. Adams naight have bought a fet of this exe^ 
cuii*ve new/paper^ and fent it over as a prefent to the Dirq^lory at 
Paris. For every fyjlable in the whole fpeech of Barras* th«y 
would have found themfelves paid beforehand with s^ column of lAc 
Tcdive* 

. t Plckeriog'a leport, p. 9* 
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preflment were made againft England, the federal 
party did their utmoft to quell the ftory. In Con- 
grefi, Mr Tracy, and others^would gladly h^vc de- 
oied tfaatBritifhimpreflments bad taken place, and 
WeWler wcHidered why American printers ftonld 
titmUe themfeives about the matter^. /This was 
tbe unifcMin language of the whole party. 

** There have been frequent accounts of at- 
** tempts to ^e6i condemnations by bribing thepf- 
** ficers and {eamen of our veflTels to iwear falfely j 
^^ but it was referved tothefe times, when offered 
** briber were refoTed, and threats delptfed, to en- 
*• dcavour to accprnplifli the objeA by torture.^ 
Report p. lo. American fesmien have been flog- 
ged by dozens at a Britifli gangway. .Thisal& 
was torture. Captain Reynolds, under the very 
liofe of admiral Murray, attacked American vefiels. 
Several men were killed and wounded. This was 
torture. There is not the finaileft deClg^ to exten- 
uate French outrages, but merely to prove the grofs 
partiality of our executive in (hewing dmJy die rob- 
feieries perpetrated upon one fide. ; 

Paulo major a canamus*. If Mr. Pickering has 
^{played grofs partiality, Prefidcnt Adams has not 
aAed, in the fmallefl: degree, better. On the 23d of 
June, 1797} general Smith was reciting in Congrefi 
the flteps purfued by the friends of order, for long- 
ing about a French war. He fj^id, that the execu- 
tive had called Congr^i^ aad had complained of 
the French ; for the ipe^cfa did not contain a fingk 
-word of reference to any otlier iiation. He next 
recommended the fitting out of frigates, with which 
he propofed to convoy American commejrce. Our 
merchant fhips are to be armed, ^nd, on arriving in 
ja French port, the queftion is pot, againft whom are 

f &iprd>cbaptcnV»aiyi-vi». 
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you Urniedf The French would (ay, tue hwe read 
your Pr^denfs fpeech. By thefe preparations^ ht 
can only mean to fight us. Your envoys, arriving in 
Prance at the fame time, are Ture of being turned 
back again. General Smith farther obierved, that 
Dr. Sniith and Mr. Harper had avowed the defiga 
of employing the frigates to force a tr^de into ports 
of the Weft-Indies which the French have juftly de- 
clared to be in a ftate of rebellion. Such was port 
Jercmie. General Smith aiErmed, that thefe me*- 
fares led direftly to war. He believed that gentle- 
men wanted to lead us into tvar^ The member was 
right ; there can be no doubt of it. This afloniib- 
ing ffcifion of Congrefs hath afforded a whole dic- 
tionary of evidence. Sir John Brute fays^ ** every 
^^ thing I fee, every thing I hear, every thing! feel, 
*' and every thing I tafle, methinks, has wtfe ia 
** it.*' So at prcfent with the federal party, every 
' thing has war in it, A combination more culpable^ 
more hateful, hath not occurred fince the age of 
Cataline or Fiefco* 

Mr. Pickering complains of the French mal- 
treating American (eamen. His party have encou- 
raged theBritifh toimprefs them. In proof of this, 
attend to general Smith, who is no violent demo- 
crat, for he profeflfcd in Gongrels great concern, 
when Mr. Hamilton retired from office. On the 
27th of May, I797> this gentleman faid, in the 
houfe, that members had affefted to treat the law 
for the prdteftion of our feamen with lightnefs. It 
conferred the higheft honour on Mr. Livingfton, 
who introduced it. It was oppofed in both hoUfes 
by thofe who are always combating for an increafe 
of power and influence in the executive govern- 
ment. The Senate mutilated that law, fb as to de- 
prive it of its moft falutary provifions. After all, 
the Senate refufed their ajjent to a lawforproteHmg 
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American fiamen from imprejfmenty and from being 
'whipped on tfie bare back at the gang-way of a Bri- 
apt man of war^ They refufed to adopt it^ until it 
ivasjb much mutilated^ that the executive^ to render 
it in any Jhqpe ejfe^iual^ vms obliged to enforce it 
with afiipplementary part. Thus far general Smith. 

If this majority in the Senate had been fele<fi^ed 
from the Divan of Algiers, they could not have 
more completely difgraced their ftation. At the 
fame time, Meflfrs. Tracy and Harper, below ftairs, 
were attempting'to deny the reality of Britifh im- 
preiTments; and Webfter and Kuflei inveighed 
againd; every one who mentioned their cxiftence. 
Thefe things are part of a fyftem for degrading 
America into a Britiih footftool. fFhat kind of an 
Ajvierican Senate is that which refujes its conjent 
to <i law for the protection of AMERfCAN feamen ? 
The very idea looks fo monflrous that one is apt 
to think himfelf in a dream when he endeavours to 
revolve it« The circumilances of their refufal to 
concur in the bill, fland recorded on the journai^ 
of both houfcs. The full detail fliall fbon be given 
to the world. The journals of the Britiih boufc 
of peers afford no precedent for fuch horrible de- 
pravity. England has hitherto ftood upon her own 
legs. Her reprefcntatives and legiflators, though 
often extremely corrupted, hav« never been fuf- 
pefted of fervility to a foreign nation j and, a tri- 
vial inftance excepted*, tb^ have not put them- 
felves up to auftion for foreign gold. Their oppo- 
nents, at leaft, have not alledged that they ever did 
fo ; and this forms a ftrong prefumption of their 
innocence. 

In the mean time, Harrifon Otis cants about 
French impreflments, and Mr. Harper on tjie cor- 

♦ In die reign of Charles the fccond. Sec Sir John Dalr/mple's 
Memoirs^ and Hume's Hiftozy of Eogiandi in the laccil editions. 
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rliption of Mr; Monroe, by French gold. For con- 
ceit and ignorihcc, Otis may be looked upon as the 
lineal fucceflbr bf Samuel Dexter; As for Harper, 
he is faid to be In embarrafTed circumftances ; and, 
while he prattles about foreign gold, one might afl^' 
him, who pays for the printing of his eternal pam- 
phlets* ? By land J our inter dl ha5, been as gi^ofsly 
betrayed as by fea; This appears from the difcou- 
rageinent conftaiitly given to the defence of the 
Indian frontier. On that headj the following narra- 
tive will repay a pcrufal; 

On the 19th of Ndvember, 1704^ Prefident 
Wafhirigtdn, in his fpeech to Congrefs, has thefe 
wordsi •* Towards Hone of the Indian tribes have 
'' overtiirfeS of friendfhip been Ipared. The Creeks, 
'' in particular, are corveiredfyom encroachment by 
•' the xnte^;pofitian of the general government, and 
'^ that of Georgia.^* It ^^ould have been fortu- 
nate for the peoplcfdf Tenneflec, if the general go- 
viernmenthad covered them from the encroachments 
of the Creeks. RefpedMng the bchatviour of the 
Creeks, previous t6 the delivery df that Ipeecb, in- 
formation for thd pl-eferit Work has been derived 
from two fources, the public newspapers, and a pri- 

* Daring ttie two \A ieilionSf' it ii computed that (his gentleman 
c^ the country at leaft ten thoufaod dollars wc^th of time^ by ma- 
king fjiperfiaous motions* for the fake of milking u&Iefs fpeecbe«t 
about them. In tlie feflion of l>ecemberi 1 796^ he repeated one 
fpeechf abotit {augmeitti^ng the duties orf imports^ at four different 
timeSf in the courfe of little more than a month. 

He has a very pretty delivery^ if any oWging friend would ftip4 
ply him with a fuitable dock of ideas. If he could be contented 
with repeating the fame thoughts not oftener than five times in the 
courfe of fifteen minutes, he would ftot fo barbaroufly drive thci 
memrbers firom their feats, not run himfelf into fo many fcrapes 
with the fpea;ker,as to .wandering from the queftiQn* In an antedUu*' 
vian Congrefs, when people lived to the age of a tlioufand years, one 
might have found leifure for hearing him to an end. Our fpai^i of* 
threefcore and ten is too narrow for the torrent of bis doquencct 

li 
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vate manufcript communicated by Mr. Andrew 
Jackfon, Rcprcfentativc from the ftateof Tenneflee 
in the fourth Congrcfs. An examination of thefe 
details will aflift in afccrtaining what fortof fricnd- 
fliip the Creeks deferved, and to what fide the ba- 
lance of prote£lion ought to have leaned. 

The account given in the newfpapers amounts in 
fubftance to what follows. Continual fkirmiflies had 
been taking place for a long time. In one of thefe, 
on the i3thof Auguft, 17945 lieutenant M^'Clellan, 
with tliirty-feven men, had been attacked on the 
Cumberland path, eighteen miles from South*-Weft- 
Pointjby above an hundred Creeks. He had four 
men killed, and four mifling. He likewife loft 
thirty-one horfcs, with fever al other articles. A 
multitude of murders by the Indians are mentioned. 
Of thefe, it would be needlels here to attempt a ca- 
talogue. A letter from Knoxville, dated 2 2d of 
September, 1794, fays, that the general affembly of 
Tenneflee had then been in fellionfor feveral weeks. 
They had prepared another memorial to Congre/s 
with a lifl: of the citizens killed, wounded, or taken 
prifbncrs by the Creeks and Cherofcees, fince the 
i/l of March laft, the date of a former ftatement to 
Congrefs. The number of citizens , was an hun- 
dred and twenty-feveh, bcfides which the lodians 
had ftolen four hundred and feventy-^fotir horfes. 
Thefe thefts and murders had been chiefly commit- 
ted while a party of the Lower Gherokees were at 
Philadelphia, giving the ftrongcft promifescif peace, 
and while major Seagrove, an agent for Indian affairs, 
was making aflurances of the fricndfliip of the 
Creeks. The letter conclodes with an account of 
ibme frefti murders which had, at that moment, 
been received. They were faid to have been com- 
mitted on the 1 6th of September current. Nicka- 
jack and Running Water were two of the moftpo- 
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pulous of the Lower Cherokee towns.* They were 
lituated clofe on the fouth bank of the TennefTce, 
below a place called the Suck. They were prin- 
cipal crolling-places for the Creeks^, over the Ten- 
nefTee, when they wanted to make war on Cumber- 
land and Kenttrcky. They had co-operated with 
the warriors of Look-out Mountain, and Will's 
towns for feveraly«ars paft. They boafteddfpen- 
feft fecurity from their fituation. They were fur- 
rounded oir three fides by mountains, and protefted 
on the north by the fbuth branch of the Tenneflee. 
They were alfo formidable by their numbers. 

On the 7th of September, major Ore marched 
from Naftiville to attack the favages. He had with 
him five hundred and fifty militia, of whom an 
hundred and fifty were from Kentucky. They arri- 
ved on the bank of the Tcnneflce, oppofite to Nicka- 
jack, and undifcovered, in the dufkofthe evenings 
About eleven o'clock at night, a part of them croC- 
fed the river pn rafts, and furrounded the town, 
while another party lay in attibufh on the oppofite 
fide of thd river. The attack began about day break. 
Many of the favages plunged, according to their cut 
torn, into the water, and having got almoft to the 
oppofite fhore, the militia in referverofe from their 
covert, and difcharged a volley at the fugitives in 
thcriver. Theviftory was compleat. Nhiefquawt- 
and children were taken. About forty or forty-five 
warriors were killed . Accounts differ aboyt their 
ex^ft numbers. As no particular detail is*offered a- 
bout Running Water, but barely that it was deftroy- 
ed at the fame time, with Nickajack, it feems pro- 
bable that they flood very near to each other. In ^ 
thefe towns two frefti fcalps were found ; and fe- 
veral others dry, that had been hung up as trophies. 
Many articles of property were recovered w^hich the 
militia knew to have been takeafrom their owners. 
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when killed by the Indians, in the courfe of the pre- 
ceding twelve months. Among thefe were found 
z number of letters. They had been carried off 
when the Kentucky mail was robbed ^nd the poft 
murdered. In Nickajack was found a quantity of 
powder and lead, that had juft been received from 
tlie Spanifli government, as alfb a commiflion to 
Bracth, chief of the town, who was among the flain. 
The prifoners confefledthat fixty Greek and Che- 
rokee warriors had pafTed through NickSjack, onljc 
nine days before, on their way to make war againft 
the United States. Two nights previous to the de- 
ffaruAion of Running Water, afcalp dance was held 
in it. Among others, John Watts was prefent ; 
and it was there rcfblved to carry on the war with 
additional vigour. This the white people learned 
^om the prifoners. The towns were burnt, and 
every thing deftroyed. Such is the fubftance of* 
the newfpaper account. That received from Mr, 
Jtckfon IS to the following cffefl:. 

Major James Ore was, in the clofe of Augu/t, 
3794, ordered by governor Blount to march to 
the diftrift of Mcro, to defend its frontier j and, on 
the 6th of September, was ordered, by general Ro- 
bcrtifon to march to the Lower Chcrokeetowhs, and 
deftroy them. 

• " It is propei- for me here to obferve,*' fays Mr. 
Jackfon, '' that the Indians inhabiting thbfe towns 
*' werci^aily killing our citizens, and our officers, 
** tranfmitting a Roftrutn of the captured, killed, 
^* and wounded to thefecretary at, war* \ and the 
^•* anfwers returned were, not topurjiie on any aU 
*^ count acroji the Indian boundary^ orxarry on any 
" offenfive meafures againft. the Indians ; conjiruing 
" the word oiFenfive to be an aft of crolfing the 

5 Mx.'Hciuy iCnoK, , 
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** Indian boundary in the purfuit of depredating 
" parties/' 

Major Ore obeyed the orders of general Robert- 
ion. He marched to-Nickajack tfnd Running Wa-^ 
tcr, fwept them with thebcibm of deftruftion, and 
killed about, thirty warriors. It is ncceflary here 
toftate fome fa6ls. The night before major Ore 
made the attack on Nickajack, the Indians held the 
fcalp dance over two frefti fcalps, which they had 
taken on the frontier. Ore had purfucd the track 
of this party I. On the very day that he made the at-» 
tack twenty-ftwo Indians fell upon the ftation of the 
widow Hays, killed one man, and wounded three j 
and the evening before, they had burnt captain 
John Donelibn's ftation* At the time that general 
Robertfon iflaed the order to Ore, he had infor* 
mation of an intended ^i?«<ff«/ attack, contemplated 
on that frontier. This vvras well fubftantiated, andr 
the expedition of Ore Was the only circumfiiance 
which prevented it, and ^ablilhed peace on the 
frontier. 

The pay ofthefe troops hath been fulpended, be^ 
caufe they croffed the Indian boundaiy, although 
they precifely purfued the orders given by ge^ 
neral Robertfon, The rauftcr and pay roll's 
were, in the latter end of the year 1794, depofitcd 
with colonel David Hcnly, agent of the war de- 
partment at Knoxville^ Governor Blount, in 1 794> 
tranfmitted to Mr, Knox general Robertfoa's or-^^ 
dcr, authorizing and commanding the expeditioB,, 
and on the 19th of December of toat year this com-p. 
munication was laid before Congrefs^ Yet though 
frequent applications have been made at the office* 
of the fecretary at war for payment, they have con-^ 
ftantly been refufed. After a delay of more thaa 
two years, Mr. Jackfon, in the laft feflion of tjie^ 
fourt;h Congrels, has. applied to Mr Picljering^tQ^ 
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recover the ncocflary papers, that he might lay the 
fubjeil before the Houfe of Reprefentatives. '' I 
*' am informed by him/' fays Mr. Jacklon, " that 
* ' he knows nothing of the bufinejs ." , Here the mat- 
ter ftood, on the 22d of February, 1797 • 

Mr. Jackfon further adds that this is not a fingle 
inftance. In 1794^ major Thomas Johnfton com- 
m^ded a party of Tenneflce militia who were or- 
dercd^to purfuc a gangof Indians* The latter had 
murdered colonel Johri Montgomery, and the Titf- 
worth family. In the purfuit, they crofled into the 
Kentucky territory. Colonel Henly gave that rea- 
fon for fufpending their pay. Thefe.were the on- 
ly two parties of T^enneflee militia, whofe arrears 
have not been paid up, excepting thefe comprehen- 
ded in the appropriation aft for X797- 

Many parts of the union lie beyond the reach of 
public iilformation. The country newfpapers are 
commonly very barren. To remedy this inconve- 
nience, fome members of Congrefe fend printed 
circular letters to their conftituents on the exifting 
condition of the political world. Mr. Samuel J. 
Cabell, of Virginia, tranfinitted two of fuch letters. 
One of them was dated the i itli, and the other the 
23d of January, 1797. They contained nothing 
uncommon. They mentioned the brilliant and ir- 
refiftible progrefs of the French arms, the unfortu- 
nate chagrin which had taken place between France 
and the United States, and the deplorable confequcji- 
ces that would enfue to this country from an actu- 
al rupture. Mr. I^icketing's letter to Pinckney was 
referred to as more likely to promote than prevent 
a French quarrel. Mr. Cabell expreflcd his regret 
at the cleftion of Mf. Adams as Prefitjent, and ad- 
ded, as a confolation, that of^Mr, Jefferfon. 

On the 2 2d of May, 1797, judge Iredell, of the fe- 
deral court, delivered a charge at Richmond to the 
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grand jury, for the diftrift of Virginia. It conveyed 
encomiums on the government, and a ftrong recom- 
mendation of confidence in it. The jury immedi* 
ately gave in the following prefentment.. 

'* We, of the grand jury of the United States for 
" the diftrift of Virginia, prcfentf, as a real evil, 
" the circular letters of feveral members of the 
" late Congrefs, and particularly letters with the 
" fignature of Samuel J. Cabell, endeavouring, at 
'' a time of real public danger, to diflcminate un* 
'' founded calumnies againft the happy government 
*' of the United States, and thereby to icparate the 
'' people therefrom ; and to increafc or produce 
*' a foreign influence, ruinous to tKe peace, happi- 
^' nefs, and independence of thefe United States.'* 

The jurors themfelves were evidently commits 
ting calumny. The phrafe oi feveral members y^^s 
cafting their (link-pot in the dark. * As to Mr. Ca- 
bell, they (hould have fpecifipd the calumnies,^ 
When the grand jury of Chatham county, Georgia, 
arraigned judge Wilfon as a land-jobber, they con- 
defccnded on matters notorioufly true*. When a ci- 
tizen of Maryland cenfures judge Chafe, he begins 
with a hiftory of the bankrupt law. If Mr. Cabell 
declared his diflatisfaftion at the elcftion of Mr* 
Adams, onehalf of the Ameri^^ citizens were do- 
ing the fame. This did not praduce the fmallefi: 
confufion or embarfafTment on the fide of govern- 
ment. It is unfortunate for the union, that Mr. Ca- 
bell had fo much foundation for regret. The out- 
fct of the new Prefidcnt has been marked by an en- 
deavour to hurry his conftituents into an unnecef- 
fary war, while fecrctary Pickering has been wri- 
tingj and fecretary Wolcot has been encouraging 

* It was upon the queftionable evidence of this judges that the 
prefident declared theibor weScro coi^iliciof PenHfylvaiin to be 
in a dace of infurrcaioa. 
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others to write irivcftives againft theFrcnch nation^. 
America needs not to hope for a fin cere peace with 
France, while cither Mr* Adams or his prefcnt mi- 
nifters remain in office* She cannot forget nor will 
file forgive the many volumes of ribbaldry, which, 
under their countenance, have been printed againft 
her. Befides, upon a Britifli fpy, upon an aflbciate 
with the attorney general of England for the ruin 
of Thomas Pahiet, every honeft Frenchman, every 
true republican, of every country, muft look with 
horror. 

« tot never can tpb<t reconcilement grow^ 

«« Where woCmds of deadly hate have picrc'd fo decpj," 

On the gift of May, 1797 j Mr- Cabell fent a 
third letter to his conftituents. " It has,^' fays he, 
^^ been a regular praftice of the federal judges, to 
" make political difcourfes to the grand jurors* — 
" Theyhave become a band of politicalprcachers/* 
This is true, and their fermons are often very dull. 
In Britain, judges have generally been fotemoft to 
undermine the liberties of the people, and encou- 
rage the encroachments of the crown • There is a 
country where fpeculators occupy, in part, the fii- 
preme bench of juftice* There, the aflcrtion of a 
public officer, whoferwant of probity is proverbial, 
has been taken as complete evidence, that four coun- 
ties were in a ftate of rebelliorif It would certain- 
ly be very wrong in a private citizen to conteft the 

♦ Britiih Honour and Humanity, p. c j, 

+ Mr, Adams has a Aed in both of thefd HOitotj&ABLE capacities. 
Sec American Annual Regiiler, chap. Vi. 

J The following anecdote ought to be known, and it is here gi-. 
vcn on the beft evidence. A few weeks ago, the firft pcrfon in Ame- 
rica gave a dinner to a party of the Senate. They were all from (he 
taftward excepting two fouthern.members. The whole converfation 
turned on ridiculing thefiuthemfiaUt^ 
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Jftifity of fiich Icgiflators. In a fubfequent letter 
of June 5lih, Mr» Cabell fays, upon anaiTurance of 
the faft frdni general Smitbj that the juft claims of 
America, for French depredatldns, ao not exceed 
a millian of dollars, aind that the accuracy of his ftate- 
meot is confirmed by the prefidcnt of th<? American In-* 
furance Company. In the Gongrefs debases on Jay's- 
treaty^ dr^AmescomputedBritifii depredations ztfive 
millions, and the account hath finc^ been Augmented.' 
The federal patty naturally wifh to drive out 
of their way every man who.dares to think for him- 
felf. Thus Monroe was recalled from France be-" 
eaufci without orderiSfi'om Mr. Wafhingtonj he had 
obtained the releafement of Thomas Paine from thci 
Luxembourg; ^ sind becaufe he bstd detained with 
the direftory a degree of that confidence VJ^hich Mr^ 
Waniirigton hail loft. Thus captain Montgomery^ 
of one of the revenue cutters of thi» port, hath 
been dlfmified: from his officei becai^e he voted 
for the Jefferfon ticket. Mr. Be;ckley hath not on- 
ly bedii difcharged mni attacked from the prefs, bud 
evefl from the. poft-office^ An dcgant and polite 
letter came to him a few days after his difmiifion* 
It is prifrted;ber6 for an odd enough r^afon, Th« ' 
charai^^r i^ feigned^ but iliUy ogl^ careful com-*- 
parifon, it hasr a ftrong Uk^neis to^e hand writing 
of Mii.OLivsit, WoLCOT, as the Saracen ■$ head, in 
£piUi of diiguife, ^eipmblcd fir Roger de Coverly^* 

Dear Sir 

You wiir now Experahce the frut of your fooly in bdiig Cq 
great a Demicrate & bitter Enemay to that Govornicitt ivhofe 
Bread you hftVe Eaten which has now caft you otit of hir fcr- 
Vice 8c h certainly nothing le& thanf you tou)d have: expedif 
coniidering yotir coniiu£k for a nmnber.crf' years paft^I can fi»l 
for your fituation as I Underftood all your Land Q)C6ulat|w 



*.Sce theSpcAntor^ 
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hasttmfed out but Httle to ftport a fiutiil/ in tint Dignefted 
W^Y"^ MV^kcept up Ho^evttr this thopc will turn for 
y^i^r Good tamdce jroti Humble & know, a little moif of the 
peficu^ties att^ing thofe Dirhofc Cup has not ruin over with 
tfiiat fullriefs & fweet you have long injoyed [plafe turn over] 
tetmc give ychi Ian ilvife is it friend Not tb let yourfornner 
ftsftfonHin^r ybu from Acepteing ofzlek & liotfo hounorable 
a* plaee as th&tt yon have loft to enable you to faport your 
hmHy Ypu:dotvftand Yet a RefpeaaWcCbaraaer for if your 
Pr^d^4^.Haughtener$ke^sy9U out of Employ becgufe you 
sic pot, in fo hpnoijrable a iktion as before till your finances get 
lower & irower you find Aat it will be tenfold more dificult 
tb?n to get into 1 pUcre'then at prefeiit ic Endeavour to lay afidc 
ycktf peSfttft^ leave that to thofe whofe Country have called 
ih^rti ft> thfe ithportant afairs df tfierc Country by giveihg them 
adi'the;Ai2&rio( throwing Impedements in there way by foch 
a :pf ude(it Conduft youll Only deferve: Well your Country 
and in dime come forward again and get a goodplacf take thele 
Kiots from a friend who WjAies the; Happeinefs your family 
Belive me to be with iriticb retpedl 

Voor Moft Obt fervant, 
- JONATHAN WOTHERSPOON. 

* Nitte yeiars ago, the ruppofed writer of this piece 
^ai ckJ^yJrtg inf the oflice of ^le treaArcr of Con- 
## Aleut, at fev'tnty-^ve cents per day- The gro- 
YiE»Mfeg infalcnce wMch markft to cteganl epifUe 
htfs be^fl ttiO fr6(iu^ht\*^ith rtito iraftxpeAedly railed 
ftditf n«i^di6cri||^0 fdmething abcrVe it* The let- 
«tffWfi^dsafin?!peclihenof thi ipirit of the party. 
9^<>iif0)fy in being p gf-edt a ildfnicfate > that is to 
ity^^lA 'being ifo ^^at a &jetld tb tTi^pofitical ri^ts 
and importance of the people^ Frederick of Prut 
(ia once wrote a letter to this effed : ** If my fub- 
I": Jel^ of * Neiifdtatel chufe to be eternally dam- 
5 nedvi c^ fay jgotMng againll it.*' In like man- 
ile6, if the j^Uiz^n^ of America chtiff: to be trode 
ttoHvn by an ariftoeracy, no third party fhould inr 

Tour conduct for a number of years pajl. The 
official conduft of Mr, Beckley was tmejxceptiott- 
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Rbljp* Indeed . jio audible ^ cpmplaint ha^ jbpeo 
iiaade abodtit. Dr. WiUiam*Smitt\, at the tcaa 
of his rcglpiept of forty, declined argument^ ^n^ 
ot>t^ine4 a idient VQte« Vyixere any^tiii^ig can be 
^^.id, ^he ^o^^oi* is not a niggard of ^ccufatioh'. 
'7Mat goy^nim^ni whoje bread yon^hcwq caUn^ ^^hifV 
iias now cajl you off. The bfead was 'not paten fe^ 
Bpfi^ing. The fjalary was xnpderate^ and the dutaei 
lafectribus. , 'As to theV^j/?/)^^ c?J^ it w by the qcid 
vp4ie of Dr* Smith, rwhp is, it K^t^i\^gov^ern^^ 
A? for grom^ them all. the aid^ and nat^ thrciving 
impediments in their iwqy^ they .cannot fiirely hav^ 
apprcKenfions frqn^ a difcarded clerk, who has ta . 
provide for his^ fatnily by th^ toilfbme prpfeflioh of 
the law ? If govcrnment.fear itnpedimentsfron^i, Mr- 
Berkley, tlieir fituation mufl; be very frail. Tha^ 
fbmetl^ing J5 wrppgwill appear from what folio ws^. 
. ' Ale^cander HanDiilton calls it an abominable atte.inpt 
in lEleynolds t9 diargehim with dealing in the purr 
.chjaltpf certificates. . Thujfi by his own adiniffiqa^ 
the faft, if proved upon hin^ would be abprnin^V 
^)^. ColoneJ W^dfwprth ipoke of it,^ as sJbwe 
tya^ted, ejc^ftly in the jTanie H^ay. But if thispra-c- . 
ticie w?s ind^fejc^fible in a fecretary of the treafury^ 
jit wasjuft as criminal in a i^einiter of Con^ref^ 
There is no difFcrence, or,, if there be, the cafe;pJF 
Ktiije member differs for the worfe/ The fecretary 
.could o«ly m^ke a r^^(>r/ in favour of fui)di|ig't)[^c 
JiaIK-ci50Wii certificates at twenty jOfiillings. Butijap 
nien^bcr w^^rffpr, it. TThe one di;ew thie IVof^cl,; 
the other drove it up to the liilt. Hence^ t jr a 
very (hort and plaiii pnpcefs. of rcftii;)nlng, ifone of 
our l&giflators was cofiiterded in tbefe £pectilaetioa[i5^ 
lie cpnwiiltted, an abominable crime. The heroes ttf" 
th€^ J>iece are fepfibfe pf this fajft. Their cpnceal- 
jBent^f transfers at >the teeafiiry, and the bafljk.pf' 
1^ United States of tbe natncs andamoui^t offtQcl^ 
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* holders, ' proves an ' irrefaftible * and * difg^accf ul 
evidence of their internal. ^<^^^^^"^^^^"*, What 
are you tcj think of a pcrfon M^ho calls himiclf your 
precjitor, but refufes to telj his name, or the amount 
pif ills debt ? Such w^s the plan of the rehqwned 
leeches of the Nabob ^f Arcot. Bonds to an im- 
jnenfe fumwere'conftantly produced, yet the ca- 
talogues of creditors conftantly varied. This rule 
at the treafurj;; ^*s lil^e the crape ovet a highwayman's 
facCi or the dark tan ttioi-q of a'hdujfe-breaker. The 
. public creditors of England wear no fuxhrnaik* Mr. 
Rayment printed their names to rhe number of an 

^ "hundred arid t^eiity-fevcn thoufand-! When Ameri- 
cans b^gin to think upon this fqbjed, they. vviH je-. 
fufe to pay one cent more of interefl upon the public 
funds, tiil'they fliall have torn afunder the Veil that 
flirouds the ^ftcni/To the great maft of the pre- 
icnt holders the difcoyery would be indifFerent or 
welcome, ^t is pnly the i^atriarchai,^ the congref-. 
iConal fharks.pf ftockholding, who can wi(h for 
mountains to cover ^en(i> the meipi whojfe anions 
Meffi-s/ W^drWoi-tli and Hamiltoh, .have, by the 
cltarcfl implication, det\zr tdtfihcadomnable. ^r. 
A^ams, by the way, holds the funding fyfteni in abr 
hoiTeace^, iand he will put an end. to it, if he can 
jget into his French war, WhUe Ammcans entfuft 
and admire fuch leaders^ they dilplay ai^j'wz/^brii 
likcncfs to theinhabitantsof Neufchatel/^^ ar^ 
the paper currency politicians, who rail at jacobin 
Yapacity; and at Jeff^rlbn for '^ant o 

* Sec pa^jifars iii the Americad' AobjialRe^tftcrf chap. & ' 

I 'fif^A<f nfgroes, ' An impprtaot acouifitieQ I Th« eftargc is cktd 

j ^fOQgh fcvcral |»gcs. a. With impaifng butterflies, 3. With di/l)ft. 

I Jicving the (ley 61, Noah's flood. ' ^. "With!, the copftrilftion of fide; 

! ^ards add ca(y chairs. 5. Of rcfigning Ms office a^tovimor of Vir^ 
SJoia^^oringaBritiib inyaSjdn.%}ithh}ftifelf wa^ iol^B^fllnd throu^ 
^ whole nrar, He ghofe te let hiseftate be double taxed rather. 
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' 'iriiMafck^*- 179 3v' feme debate enfued j» Coiigreft 
on the motion of Mr, Giles fofi^xsamining thC' con- 
xiua ofiMp.-f|amik:oB. "Th(B free latitude of dii^ 
*^ cullioti^ priftifed upon ©ther oteafiops,^ wasrcfu* 
*^ fedj the fmall^ft' departure Vlr^^'G^iifured J and 
^^. whenever, in particular, an apprciadi was^ made 
^* toward th<? baok^ the.whol^ p^rty tpmtiltuoufly 
^^ crying to order^ and xuith the direCt<)rs' at theit 
" head^'to^Qhi arms to defeiid it. The chara^aer 
^' of the vote itfelf, \yhich conftituted tlic majority 
*' is eafily giVfen,-----^Of thotliirty'fivo,twtenty-one 
f' w'ere ftoekholders, or dealers 1^ the fitnds,»aiid 
-'^ three of thefe latjter bank direftors*/- 

The great ©ryof the party is about /A(?y&rr<?i/ fid^ 
ture of pubUv faith y, which they alledge to have con-» 
lumtfi^ted by funding the domeftic debt. This 
corififted of arrears of pay due to the army, to con^ 
tra^ors for fupplies^: of loans made to gevcrnment^ 
^iid bf the remnant of old paper money then in cir- 
culation. Now, we muft recaUeft^^tliat; during thp 
reyolntion, this country badbeen coVei'^d with emit* 
fiona of paper.' .When the old Congrefs borrowed, 
nioncy , they took part of this paper bkdk in f&any buC 
not at the val;i!ite for whieh they tbelDfelves had iflbed 
it out. They allbWed credit only for what was ita 
current ' price in the market^ - The difference wa« 
frequently a^ forty to one.. Thus ^ farmer got four 



than rcrurA te defend his cocmtrjr 6. ** ^Whg>tyttbj» him (Jfefiedbii) 
*^ in »piacf of iipprfi(f P*' The dpftot.haf beenfiUlf defcjibed in^a 
line of.Plautus: //w^ra^j impudtniyin^^erectmdfffimus. 

*■ An Examination 6/ iheiate Bmieidings^ in. Cmgrefs, ^c: p^'2^J 
It was in this ftruggk tliat dt« Smith pledged himftlf for tHe raagei 
//f purhyof ^lr•:H•mii]ton.:SlJpfa, chap.6, Th<>ogb the nuhjbci^of 
fliockholding 'members is fpecified in the text, it; appears, aftexwarjSsj 
to b«ve been but a co^j^are. The writer gives Vlift of thirty-four 
members 6f the two hbofes, wha were fc^^Wt'e be ftockholdcrs % 
but their names are carefully blaoked, as if he had thought bimfelf 
liable to profecution. WithTuchtrncxaraplcdofteotation of fcQrcc^i^ 
xhere mujl be fome dirty fyftem that needs concealment,^ 
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thoufand (ItiUars worth of goy^nm^nltp^per ^or 
his wheat. After the value of paper fcU, tit c|«ne 
to leodit to theni) and thty wouldonly giir^him cre- 
dit for the fortieth part of its nomin^ value^ being 
od6 hundred dollars.. This ftipcking , fraud could 
be cxcufed only by. the. omnipotence ^f neccffity. 
But farther, " a part of the paper remained uurc- 
** deemed at theclofe of the war, ajad has b^en fun- 
** ded at the rate of one hundred for fine under the 
*^ prefent government*." 

Thus taking Americafor amer chant whoha^ three 
treditors, one of them is paid with a fortieth, and a 
fecond with a hundredth part of thefuni (hat he lent. 
A third receives full payment. But a debt contrac- 
ted ten years ago, and ftill unpaid, is as iairly due 
as if it had been incurred but yefterday. Thf cre- 
ditor of 1776, who was paid with one-tenth, twen- 
tieth, fortieth, or hundredth partofhis jofl: claim, ' 
was quite as meritorious as the other ^f > 7 8 f , whofe 
debt has been bought up and funded, in the name 
of Theodore Sedgwick, at twenty Ihillings in thf 
pound. A brief confideration will convince you, that 
this pofition agrees with thceflence of juftice. 

If Che contineot had been fold by an hour glafs, 
its utmoft value would perhaps have fallen fhort of 
iatisfiidbton tothe^honed demands of public creditors. 
The greater p*rt of the United States bad been 
fwindled or plundered to a degree that exceeds the 
defcriptive talents . of the moft powerful mind. 
Funds could not be had to fatisfy all tj^e creditors, 
or even a twentieth part of them . It rcfniains^ there- 
foiHS, to be proved what was XkM^Juperiqr merit of 
th&t clafs of creditors, whofe claims wfcre ultimately 
adniitted, at their ftill value, as a debt on the pub- 
lic* The common, faying is^ ]th,at fh.^y were MJol-^ 
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€U'ers^ A great number of them were fo, and pofr 
feflTed the higheft merit, A large portk>fl of certifi- 
cates was affo held by contraflors, aiicl perfons. 
M^ia ha4 fdrhifhed various kinds of fupplies^ 
but %vh# were not in the army. The country 
was fun of Widows an J orphans^ whofei fathers an^ 
buibanclshad b^en killed in the war, and who, to 
this day, have received no compenfation. Multi- 
tudes of foldicrs had been alfo difcharged from want 
ofhealth, or from wounds, and who inequity, though 
not perhaps in name, were creditors to the public* 
Hencie, if it h^ad been poflible to clear off all the laff 
clals of creditors, they were not more defcrving 
thati a ftill greater proportion of military fiilferers 
>vho g0t noUiihg. The whole hiftory of American 
public credit, during the war, holds up'a pifturcof 
inevitable but enormous iniquity. Three-fourths 
<vfthe citizens of the United States were, in real 
truths creditors to government. The lofs by de- 
preciated paper was prodigious and next to univer- 
fah If it could have been poffible to^pick out 
all the foldiers or their families, and give them a 
higher proportitin of payment than others, it would 
have been well. But to give one part of them their 
whole demand^ and jnothing to the reft, was not 
ftrift juftice^ The widow and orphan of one old 
foldier were aftualty taxed to pay the wages of ano- 
ther. When the federal party clamour fo loudly on 
public faith, let them revolve thefe particulars. Let 
them look at the annual bundles of petitions rcfer- 
i^d to the committee of claims, and then they may 
blufli at the verymention of American /?«W/Vyir/M. 

Some perhaps think that the friends of order have . 
been treated with too little ceremony in point of 
of ftile.> Obferve a few fpecimens of their own, 
Mr. Fenno's gazette, ofthe 26thof April,i796, cour 
tains a piece wh^in tlue m«mbcr$ of Congrefs who 
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oi^fcd thr treaty^ arc teemed the ivarrmohotp party . 
If they carry their point,* 1^ it :wi\\murder all your li-- 
-^J b^tiesi privileges and properties i^^ Again, refer- 
ring to Mf> Albert Gallatin, ^^ Lei the mighty Ita^ 
*'. lidn^ with his ftilkttf) and bowl ofpoifon cmie vn.^^ 
This piece concludes with faying that the. Amcri^ 
cans dcfpife all ineendiaries / and iti^. fabfcribeci 

ORDEH* . . .. i , ■ 

An extraft of a letter in the ftme newfpaper ha^ 
the f<rfl6 wing words w 'ft want to know-how Madi-> 
*' fon has accounted for his mconfiftenty and dupU-^ 
^ city of conduft^ How -long will die people of 
*' America be duped hy this man.J- 

Thf firft queftidn to be here aikcd is^ Whether* 
fuch incoHfifieney and duplipity^ 'eisiift i No details are 
attjempted, aid no.eyidences ar^ pffe^cd-r ^Therc 
never ^was an 'a(3ive.and diftinguilbcd inember*!^ 
afay legiflative. aijemhly , fart fter ^l^<3fve::ijnpea$:hnicnt 
than'Mr* iMadifon. . Thc«marked; attention which 
this gentleman obtained in Copgrefe,. is a tribiite of 
cfteem which iiiparties pay not more to his abilities 
than his virtues, to the 'irreproachable tenor of a lifc^ 
that, fince his fii^fl: entrance on the political career, 
has remdncd without a ftaifjrV and which is far 
above the ordut^of Mr* Fenno's corri^opdents* 

As for the deftrijftipft of privilegegAand proper- 
ties, no party ever xlifplayed greater tainenefs.on 
that head than the Hamiltonians# After the Britifh 
had, for, many months, been, capturing American 
vcfflcls without provocation, and almoft without pre- 
tence, the Hepreientatives, on the 21ft of April, 
1795, P*^ ^ refolution prohibiting, from and after 
the jft of November then next, ''^ all cpmoiercial 
*^ ihtercourfe between the United Spates and the fub- 
'^ jcAs of Britain, or the citizens or- fubjefts^of any 
*' other nation, fo far as reipefts articles of the 
^^ grcrx^th or mattuf^ihj^re of Britain , or Jrelaniy 
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tifh Commerce ; and, as *fix ahbndis were to inter-- 
venc bcforethe Gomtoeuicmertt of its qpcratiohv fiiil 
time wbtild^hay« bfee* 'giV^cri'for d* mutualekplsina- ' 
tion,and coiBprbmife; 'TTieiaritUfeniajpritf in theSe*^ 
niteof Corfgi'dfe t^djeacd thispropbfel, fo cbeai^, fo^ 
firtipic, and fa'decifive* Jay, that excciiiioner of 
hisicountry; Was^^ tk^ th€f femetimc, dilpatchcd to* 
Brir^itt .* He taftei^.ey hy a *Iiaiife Wf thie^ treaty y tied 'up' 
the hands of Airiefica, aiid dcftroyed all ehanpe of 
adopting fucli a f efourcc in future. The fifteenth ar- 
ticle has thefe words. " Nor fhall any prohibitiort 
^^ be impoied cii the"* dxportition or iiiriportatkm of 
V' any artideis^to' ot from tlie terrJtbries of the two' 
Vi nkttoias rfe(peflavciy, wbicteffi&n^iW* e^^^ 
^^ to all other natioias.^' Thus we cannot prohibit the* 
iniportatlonof Ei^iifli m^nnfa<ftiir6Si> Withoiit alf2>' 
pic>oWbiting4h<rffe iof'ttfc bthet nettioni ^^nd * that* H» 
ifllpr amicable /^'-^ ' '''' : i.< -r .!]«•..• oi-i.vI..n .. . ■..,: ^.n. •. 

r ^his article his the ^p^f^nci* of reciprocity^' 
bttt not th^J fttbftaiice. -Ski^pofing that England 
fljoold entirely prohibit ill'intercourfe with this* 
country, Ber • Idfs ^ wOiild 'be^ a* hundred tiiries 
greater ttianf outS; - The defdkti<!^ ^JFherWeft-Ir^- 
dicfe would be the Arft confeqt<eiite;^knd a^tlCi^al 
bankruptcy Atnbng'her Weft-Irttdian mferchantsy and 
her minufaiftutfers'fot^ the Amfcrkah iaarket, Vould 
be the fecon A;: Oiri the c6rytmryjk\i6 iildonvaniewcf 
arid ibfs to the iJnit^d States' Wdblrd l» very fcfM 
pbrtafble. i ^Wdihould bfcgi»'tbihi*ftufaft wci -ihem 
among ourfelves . American produce ' wodM ib«iir 
find oUierinatkbts. Other rtatlomJ -Would fedm to 
fiarpjtty our W4fi!ts, ' wJiHe tfoe ittife of Engird Nvould 
crood bycir t<y tiiiis eoviotryih i(qiieft<>f imployincsit J 
More comm^an4i]i^ grcmnd ccfukb ^tiidt be defied: 
Ydt Jay jumped ifrom his eminfewc^j to. waddle tii« 
floygfr of:-f^«ieiidfed rdciiirocity, tci Jieferay &glDKy 
principle of offigialtruft, and to trample on^vcry a* 
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tprnpfhUinfry^Uon^. The reackr will U^il^llty 
abhorfucbignorance or treachery, vnleis he has b^n 
a BritiQi commUTary during the laii w^f, or a eer* 
tlficate corre^od^Rty^^th JaifAesKeyqpldsfificcit^ 
nnkfs he bas s^ fuU pftfCocjipenfation^dependLog at 
l»9ndoH, u^lefi he expei^s to be madis. aa qfiicer in? 
tiia^ cuAoff^^y a dircftor pf jtbei.mint,: a chaplain to* 
Congrcfs, a printer lo tljie Sci^^, or ap ajfabafFa3dor 
tp Berlin ; cy, uplefs he ha^ tyircnty .bijk lyiirg pro^ 
tefted attb^ bankof tbje UmtQd;Sj^ates, 9Adbts cre- 
dit ilic\dx\Q together , by the Qpjd i^f Mr. Thomas 
WilKng. . : , . . 

WbUe the refbliayticp of thc^ ^i^ ^of iApril, 1794, 
vas.upder debate, and.firequf?ntly befwe tb^ thne, 
i^ the faaie feinpa,,|he gentlemen onthe Dftpofitefidc 
of tl>e qu^qu), faid that the'Qri^ifb would ootfeet 
tbe want of oll^,c9mI^?I:c<?>bec$uft the. three milH-». 
pQS AcifliiQgof expQrt« from J^iUaiato Korth^Ame^ 
rica, formed only one-fixth part of her .^^ e:s^poit&«. 
Thisrcafoning reren>j^l<Kirtib^of.ib|)p^ tbat a 
pqrib^i woith flXrtlio^^Dd .dollarstiivitti'oot .regjictf 
t)hq lofi of oDe i;hoMr9(i)idi b^capffi^he bte 6w tunesr 
tbut mimhcr.b<{hipd> or, }f y<Ki will, ^hata man 
wciuld^ oot< fqeJL^bo amp^utalipn t)f pae^ of bU^gers,, 
if oho Ptb* feyeo: aire f^fe wA fon©d.: Aw)titeD 
4ii^vU3nO:aqc9 m^ !>Q. attended to. Qn^^*hall of tihe 
commerce of BmtaJA.b^^been deftfoyedby tberar 
Y«8eS:of theFreniQlx ww^ ^tbfit lAr tofi of Anler^ 
ci|n. commerce* ^QiMtbea hs^irebeeQ equal tp the 
anoibilfttimofonelhir^oi; fourth. pait.qf her ivJmiIp 
jiMrdj^ traits 

: What eftea tbefe rdplutions,, if tdi^^iij^ wAre 
likely td lufoducein BritdiAi may beporfe^ly dfiierf 
taiDed upon tl^HTAU^bwil^r of Dr^ Adam Sn^ who 
i^MyMi % pote^.tl»slu«d, a j«^ ah^ve eKc^pt>- 
WI4 'IliepaiIagcQowlobequo|iMi> i$;ofeop0derab^ 
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To cottipleicry, that an apology would be unncceffa** 
ry for its infertion. After defcribiBg fomc of the 
immerou:^ inconveQieBce^ which Britain met with^ 
in attempting to* monopolize the c<mimerce of her 
North*Americah c6lonies,thc dbftor proceeds thus j 
^ Her commerce, inft'ead of running in a great numbed qf 
" fmall channd«, has hiien taught to runjjrtnc^ally in dne 
^ gpent channel. But the whote fyftem of her indufh*y an4 
*' cdrmoerce has thereby been rendeted left fecuce i the whold 
« ftate of her My politic lefs bea*thftil, than it oAerwift 
•* W011I4 have been. In her prefent condition, Britain refcm-s^ 
*' Bles one of thofe unwholefome bpdies, in which foaie of the 
^* vital parts are overgrown, and which, upon that , account, are 
** liable to tnany dangerous 'diforders, icarc^ incident to thofe 
^* in which all the parts are mord properiy pi-oportidned. A 
^ fitiall ftop in that g»eat blood-veflet which his been arttfici-: 
" ally fweljed beyond, its natural diniettfums, and throagli 
** which an unnatural prc^jprtion of jdie induftry and commcrCB 
" of th^ country has been forced to circulate^ is very jikely i^m 
** bring* on the moft dangerous diford^rs ,mpoh the whdebody 
** politic. The ejyieftation of a rufturt mtb tlje colonies ac^ 
" Cordingly, has uruck the people df Britain with mqre terror 
"than they^v#r kk jfW d, Spanijk armaAi^ir ti Fr¥nch ihvAk 
^ fion. It vf?A this terror, -whether welt Oi: iU^-groUnded, which 
." rendered the r^tai 9f theftmip a£iy amobr the merdhsuM^ 
^ at leaft, a popular meafure, Ina total, exe^nuonfrbiii the coi> 
** Ibn^ market, was it to lart only for. ,a few years, the greater 
^ p^rt of ouf ntercharits ufed to Kihcy t^at . ^ey forefew an ekr^ 
*^ tirejhp to their trdis ; the giieattt part of our mafter ma- 
*^ Autadurers, ihi ehtirt rum ^ their htiftnefs\ and the ereS- 
*« t^r part of our workmen, ai$ end ^f their em^i^mint^ 
" A. ruptwe with alif of our neighbears ilpoin the contiriehf,. 
^" though likely too ^9 fjceafion/om^ftpp'Or interruption in 
"*^ the employment of' fome of all thef^ difterent orders of peo*» 
^' pie, is foitieen, however, witfiout any fuch general emotioiu 
*^ Th^ blood, pf which the circulation is ftopt in Ibme of the 
«* fenaHer veffiSsi^eafily difgorg^s itfeff int© me yeater,,withr 
<^ out' oceaitoning any dangei'o^s diibrder ; but, when iti^ 
'' ftof^ in aOT c».^the greater yeilele, convulfions^ apopleXJ^, or 
^ death, arc die Ltnmediate and juna-n^oidable confequences.. ST 
<« but one of tiiefe QVergFown'mafWa<9;utes, which by deai^ 
"^'eifher of bounties ot.tE tb^MR^Oj^f OSth&faiHtt^fa^^ 
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« ny markets, hav^bcen artificially raifedi up to ^ unnatural 
^ tefght, finds fomc fmall 'ftopor interruption in its employ- 
« ment, it frequeAtly dccafioris a mutiny and diforder aldtmmg 
ic iogovfrnminty and embarraffi^g evea to. the dtliberathns of 
« the kgijlaiure. Hc^w great, therefore, wquJd be tte .difoider 
« and,ccpfuiion,it was thought, which muft neceffarrly be.pc* 
*' cafioried by a ftddeii. and eifitire^, flop in :the employment of fo 
" great a proportion of our principal mai>uTa(a:urers !" ^ 

In 4erpiteQFthisa:Verw^cl«)jiiT&PaiTatiYC, mem- 
bers; of Cpngrefs'Wuld ftand up abd miake fpcedics, 
by. the hoiM", to prove, that an intierrupJtioaof her 
commerce with Amieric^ would not be ferioufly re- 
garded by Britain. .;lfftie was fp deeply afraid of 
America in 1766^ When viaoriOus, and at pew* 
with all the world/ ter alarm would> of courle, 
be. yaftly ; gc^si^r.: in 1794, whw lacr public debt 
had doubled fiocethfe former time; >&en her ar- 
mies on the continent were extirpated ; when her 
fnanufafturing ckfles were already ftarying by 
thoiifands^ j aBd' when her trade to the Vpited States 
was cbmpiited^tji.b^ ^^at twice the^^mpunt of what 
|t, Itia'd been .twenty y^arSnbejFore, This turn of 
«cirQUxnft^nces|JW^nt dii-eftly in favour of America, 
la 5 1766^ England was more deeply alarmed than 
Ac had been by the Spiriifb.armadaV In 1794, *^ 
tremor wt)uld have been ten times greater, as a 
man dipt \Sp t^'tjic chin,, ftai^cli^^^^^^^^ hazard of 

"drowning, than when the ftream oplywjcts bis ancle. 
* Th^, e^cports from Britain. to Anierica, were, in 
,1794, ftbout three itnilliong fterlingt^; being, as 
iabove ftated,* equ^l tb about aflxthT^tft^cJf h^r^x- 
ported liianufa^urei?;' Let us fuppofe that every 

*' • A letter from a' merchant in Manchcftcr to jMs fVicnd in this 
m*ity> written abont that time, obfcrvcd, that, tfi/'ivas not /or America} 
fhtj^ ^vouU ka*vir*xmfttfd ^K2Ar>. TO THtiR mouths. 
- ,+ Cn;the ifthof April, 1796, Pitt fai4 iti^thfe^ Hcife ofCoar- 
•j^inqas, .that the total exports of Britain^ amfoiinted to tWcttty-four 
^znUiiiwis ilerliagi aiuiia i?95» t» t^renty4<if0fi' millioiiSi tik^^ hun- 
[^xti ^4ftvi?Vyrtl)o!rfaolpoi»aa ft^li^;. » -^ . . • 
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manufafturer ^n Britain requires fifteen pQuods'fter^ 
ling per annum ^o fupport iiim j and that ojie-lxalf 
of the price of the commodities^xp.Qft^cJ from Bri^ 
tain to America gopjlifts in. the^: wages of their kr 
hour.. Hl?r!? thenf vyre.lij^ye s^bftraft^d frpm, the .{and 
of fut)fifteq<?^ ifqr the lalxmi'ing part of the people 

.of %iUip,. ONE.MIl^L^ON.'^ND FlVE^.pVNPICEP. T^HO^r 

SAND PouNps s.T^K.U]??G. Of thcfc manuftftarers^ - 
a cQniiderable numbfir mn^ft be mapie^i and havie 
famUies. of child^ren- It mayfecm (Ira^igejq AmCr 
rica, but it. is. abfolutely true^i t^^t ip Britain > or 
at. Icaft in Scotland, a. jqurneyman manufadlurejf 
has, ;:aifed h^s family on. fijs fhi|ling4»ftierling a;>ve^te, 
which is only fifteen ptm^nds tvye}ye/^iiling|5 pep 
annum. Let :us cogipute th^n that anc-fo;,^rth part 
of.tjaf hund^e^l thoufand manufajftmTers. above i^ 
ted^ are niarrie^ aijdth^t each has three children. 
This.eftimatq gives us two hundred t^hpufand pe4ir 
pie reduced to l?eggary at. a fingle.ftroW, We 
nuift likewife take into the ac;cqunt., that jmany 
thbufands of 94tiih tradefinen4epei;)d; entirely for 
their fubfifl;ei\ce;upou the.puftoiTi'of thofe twohiin- 
dred thoufand people. j.fgt that. the whole numl^ 
deprived of e^nployment may bq conjefturcj^ at 
twa huijdred^apd fifty tboufaind^ . To this, we i^^uft 
addi the^ dqftruftiou of rev^nu^^ the confufion, 
alarrn, and bankruptcy of merchants, and the fjjl 
of the ftocks, which muft be the neccflary confe- 
quence, and then liet any body fay, wheiber the 
lofs of the conpimerce of America muft not be a, ve- 
ry feriou5 .obje^3: to Britain. . 

This aft, prohibiting the iniportation of Britifli 
goods^ was loft in the Senate, by.the c^ipg yote bf 
Mr .John Adams. All the advantages that it would 
have produced, l^ave been thrown away, and all 
the mifchiefa attending Jay'a treaty kave been ori- 
ginally caufed by the fatal rejeftion rf the yice- 
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pfefi<!edt. The advocatties againft the prbbibitioa 
difcovcrcfl a great want af information^ of inte- 
grity, or of judgment* Tiiere qannot be a plain- 
er poiitioh'than that now= before us. Adam Smith 
W2is, perhaps, the beft informed poUt^c^l writer 
th&t Britain evei* had. He affirnted, that>n extlu- 
lion from the United States wemld affi^i^t her more 
efFeftually than a Spanifh armada, or a French in- 
vafion. The Adamites denied all thiis ; ^nd their 
igndratice, their fa<ftious fpirit, or thtfeir treacherj'^, 
has cofl American trade at leaftfeven or eight mil- 
lions of dollars. The conftant cry was, that the 
BritiQi would dctlarc war. Some weeks bfefore 
thit time, when Madifon's refolutions were debi- 
ted, general Smith afked orte bf thefe bawlcrs, 
what made him apprehenlive that finglaad would 
attack lis ? He replied, that he bad no apprehen- 
iions of fuch a thing, biit iome of .his neiehbouirs 
were afraid of it, and he iv anted to phaje them. 
General Smith told this in Congrisfs, on the 27ti 
of May, 1797. This would be one of thofc impos- 
tors who went home and told their conftituents, 
thkt Madifon wanted to deftroy the government. 
Among the ridiculous sirgumenti advanced in 
Ck>ngrefs for acceptiBg the Britiflt treaty^' one was, 
that it w6uld prevent the renewal of an Indian war. 
iOn the 29th of April, 1796, Mr, Dayton faid, that, 
by rejefting Jay*s treaty, it ^' might be calculated 
** upohtas inevitable^ and the confeqiient expendi- 
^^tm-e of fourteen hundred tlioufand dbljafs.annu- 
** ally ; but in carrying the tretty into efFeft, aad 
*^ pc^effing the (Weftern) pofts with the troops, 
^* they (faonld be free from any danger of a ferious 
*' rupture with the favages* . '* That the Weftern 

• BaCjhe's Debates,. YolJi. p, 54.7. ' 
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podf Yfo}i\d fiirznly , bf idle ^he* Indian^, wu, ^t that 
^imcy a received apinion. 

Dir. Ajracs took up tbefubfefn: in 5t;hi^ier firfun* 
The tQiues were re^y to ipit;.iTi v?y man's face 
who did not admire b^fpeechroq that occafion. On 
the indiw war,, he fets*o\it as follows : 

^^ Qji^his th^iBiC^^jny emotions srre unutterable: 
• ' if i copild fin4 words £&r thcin j if i^y po-^ers^ bpre^ 
* ' aipy proportion to roy zead , I wou^d Ayclj ^y voic6 
^' t9^ fuch^ note of remooftrancc, it ftxould reacts 
" every log-houfc b^ond tlie mountains. I wquW 
^*j£iy tip^tjie ipi^abi^nts, wafce.you from your ifalf© 
'.' iecuriJty* .Your. cruel dangers, your i^fiore cru-* 
^^ ;el| apprehmC<MD^^ are foon ;to be renewed: the 
^^ WQvindS) ye^ unhealed, are to^ torn, open again. 
• VliT th^ day time, your path through the woods 
^^ will be ambu(hed« The. ^ar|cnels of njiidqight 
" will gl|ttef with the blazie of your dwellings. 
" -— You^ ^re a fal;ber-^hc Wood of your fons 
" ffeall fattearyottr ^or©fieJd,>-r??Y0U are a mother-—^ 
' [ th? wair->yb9op#^ ^y^i^e ^ ilecj of the cradleir 
^ ^ On th^ f^bj^^, . you need not iiUpe^ any decep^ 
*' %ioB onyourfisclipgs* :It if aripe<5iacle of horror 
^'* w^chcani^l^eoyexdf-a^n, . If,you have nature. 
^^ in youi: he^ts.^ It, will ipea)<| a l^angu^go compa-> 
*^ re<i with which all( h^ve laid or can fay > will be 
" P90P and frigid* . . 

*' Will it be whUpered that the treaty has made 
*^ :TOea »ew chanapion for thepfoteftio&of thjs fron- 
^' ti^r^ f It is kijown that ipy voiccas well asvotQ 
*' have been unifoipmly: given in confi>n^ity wijtl^ 
*^ the ideas I liave (gxprefled. Proteftion is tj^^j 
^^ right of th^ jB«ontjpirs j it is our duty to give it.-'^ 

AUtfeis isV^cy fine. The conclufion implies aw 
internal >dowbt ii the mind of tbp orator that he 
w^s liable t^ .^e;c^argc; of inco^iitency. Indeed, 
•n the ftlfc «^f jwj5> J 79At R^* AflWfc ^|>^^ *hus, in 
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Congreft.- ^'^ I aih not One of tlioft wii6 thitat tliat 
*' there are too many Indianij ainy itwre tban-too 
'^tnany 'wild'bcalls. THe oite'inay,'by Ikilful tha-- 
^* n^gemerit, bli i^entlei^ed^as harmlefs'as the'other.'^ 
In ' 1 7 9 4^ when ' the dbftor ufed this language,* ' he 
thought only- of 'injuries that Indians have fuf^ 
fered from *-whlte people. ' Ih ^ April; ' 1*^96, he 
thought only of mjttrJes that white people fuffer 
ft-bitv InaiartSi' "111 thfe l^tet" itfftsnc*-, Dr. Ames 
{nxivedmorethauheforefai^t'i • A^refofd to ^ppto- 
^i4ateVould ndt'fe^vie jtiftifiedEnglan breaking 
the^ peace of^r^^^f ^anatence^hfer ftitiiVrlating the 
faviges €0 murder,' would havebfeWi an iA -of the 
blackeft pei-fidy- ' The doiJfor Ifeokei}' upon • this 
cdrifequence tes^'cfeftafe^^ do no- 

thing wbrfe: 'Thh/j)roves'tlief8iIy'.<)^ thinking^ 
Frenchmen ;nofe/ -barbaf ous than ^'Brltoni. The 
dbftor faj^^s,' that '^h« v6i<*''a^'V6llf as vote has 
**'beeri Anifihf2J^'''liiO'J'''WeMt^ fc'^tfvqcate for 
that 'fyftem, whfili endi^' wither ef€ffi6g:p^^ 
the milifia- of T^efl^f, ^or h^'^g^'dofie tiielr • du- 
ty:' ' Yet'the^^d^tfai^e^ of Nick^'aok; witi^ rifekrl^ /as 
impi'taiit as WayWcVvii^orf on't^e'babU^' oP*hc 
Miaih'is. ' (!>f ^Kd forrfiefy nO[fad*y»<|)feaks. '^or the 
latter, 'AmSrikik'iia^ rungk^ith' ekaltiition.' 
' Again, .if Wi Indians aire i*^ayy*to'breaic''a tre^ 
ty, when a governor of Canada •fe5ii/?'A'aff>^/f)w'-db 
fo,^we hiave- certafely fdo ^^^3^:o¥'ftichlnei^ibours, 
and 'fyftcniktidHi^a^aiery hiakes it hardly vi«^th 
*rWfe tO''he^<56iate Vith' th^mi- Tliis^ piau't^-of 
pefUdy 'd6es'^^(icft 'ajgrec-wifli whatt'Dr; Ames^.bad 
ikiS, diily a few iiiinutes Uefoi'fe. -^^llifiPflmjeXcep- 
Effort 'to thel-efpeft^that^is Juiaiil.^^Ktfblng^iiatldiisto 
^* thfe lai*- &tgeodfaim. '" Ifthei-^arfe cafts in this 
^*€riiigkt}^n&dpeti6^\vhth'it feJ^J^atid, ttiereare 
'.* Honc whci*el'^'fe<«#erted;q ^Id^is* ^flieiphiloibpby 
^'*©f politicSj-Si«>el>gk>n rof^ fe«%%l*iihtni»; - It is 
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'^^pbferved by barfcwiaqs* .AwUifF.pf tobacco* 
*.' iaipkc, or a hring of beads, gives, not merely j 
^* binding, force^ but ^w^//)/ to treaties.^* , 

By the fuWjbqucnt ^ccoiuxt of the gcntlemaii him- , 
Iclf, the beads and tobacco were both to be for- 
gbttcn at the nod of England* Nd exception to the 
r&f^Ci tq the Imj of good faith ! Modern hiftory 
is as Full as it can be of the vioI,a.tipn of good faiths 
Tlbe Britifh orders of the 8th QiC Junp, and 6tK of . 
November, 1793, and 8th of January y 1794, were* 
ali breaches of treaty* / The, feKtravftgancc of the 
orator *s ftjle is too evident ior ddeiflion . . fie then ^ 
puts. the fuppofition that England " refufes to" ex-' 
" ecut/j the trcatyj^, after we have done e^cry thing ^ 
*' to carry it into cffeA.-^Whatvouldyou fay, oi*' 
^^ rather what '^ould you. not fay V\ He then, in 9.^ 
ftrain of lo&y declamation, tells what might be' 
f^id ! ' Tke only remark jivoTt^ biaktng would be 
that a blackamoor cannot iaJiJy'V)ti/hhimfel^ 
and that no man vcrfant ih hifCory wonld feel jlir-v 
prize, at fux:h national balenefs., Dr* Ames niakes^ 
repeated reference to the ftates of Barbary, as*»/^-'^ 
fufpeCled of breaking treaties. \^ Jhort Mfory-^df 
Algiers^ printed fome years ago by Mr. ^athew 
Carey, will giye hina a. precious catalogue of ftlich^ 
matters. Jay's treaty itfelf is regarded by the 
French as ayiolation of our treaty with them. The 
remarks on this ipeech may be {hprtened, £br the* 
treaty \x2&Mefa^b died. Tfij^' can be proved in a; 
few. words. ... ] ■ * ! : 

"There IS no.pofition better fettled, than, that; 
^^ the breach of ^^jKa<*ticl^d of a treaty by one par-' 
" ty, gives thep^her an option to coiifider the 7t;Ao/tf^^ 
'* treaty as annulligd*.^' Now, .as England is pft- 
th^ vfjrge.of a,geiii3r,^i.^ birr uierchanl*^ 
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have no chatlce* tCf rtcover their five xnilliotis of^dol- 

lal^, ThSi Was the temptation for actepting^thc 

treaty j and; when that vifion has vanifhed, Cdn- 

grefi, by thte adntiition of Canrillasr himfelf, Are at 

liberty to declare it Void. They coiild do nothing 

belter* 

His niajeftv'i moft faithful fubjefts in Philadel- 
))hia toil hard to proVe th'at England will rtcovcf 
her credit. 1:%e prcftnt diftrtfs hath not dome of 
a Tuddtn. IftApfil, 1:796, a committee of mer- 
chants waited on Mr i* Pitt. At this interview it 
came Oint that the bank of England had^ advanced 
fourteen millions fterllng for gtvetiixaent. Sixteen 
millions ftef ling 6f cafti and bullion ' had, Within 
tfiree' ytars, been exported frotai the' kfngdom. 
Cjambling in the fimds hAd been excited by Pitt's 
exorbitant bft'rfiijiriis to fttch a pitch, that twenty, 
thirfyVandfofty pit ttiit were giv^nfor money to 
carry it on. . iVlanufa^kurArs or merchants could no 
longer bori-6w m6ney set five p^f tertt, fb thatib- 
ber trade wa^ not to befuppoited- AH thieve were 
the ftrorigeft caufes 4rid fymptbtni^ which could be 
conceived of approaching riilrt. FranteKath only 
to reft oh her &rms, to e^eludjtf, aS fh^f'h^h done, 
5qglifl(i commerce fi-or;n ^hnofi every port in Eu- 
rope, ah<i( thcii to pfeVnlit £n||iaild to Proceed with 
ah annual loan df't^ehty tnillidtisftenibg. Itence 
i^ is of little cohcirii whethfef ,SHtaiii Jjrofeflfcdly 
(tops payinenf in this f6z): of tlie ntHt. T^fte dvcnt 
15 certain^ The delay is but like a fortfiight^s ref- 
jite from the gibbet. The Wediftions bf Gerald 
aid Palmir havfe nbt beferi Ibng tmfulfifltd ; nor 
b^ve.thcu' wrongs bfe^tt 16xij( uriaVferiged. 
. tlecurring to Dr.^ Amdis, We fciii now anfwer one 
of his qiienes. ^ • " Irtic* articles H^tlating the 
^* redrefs of our injuries by xaptuyes, are faid to be 
* * delttfive. ^y whom is ifiisjm^ ?'* By every body . 
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. Ur; Amfi$ bg$ been fpccedc^ Ui jt^,fifth 'Co^t^cfs 
.by; a diUgent imitator^ 9^ ^^ ^^^^&^^ havejieon 
|j;^r^d ia tl^c iTj?pj[:efcn!tat;iv« of Bofbwi we finjd a 
.f;aitl?fu| cqpyi Bwt irom hi3 cowprdbdjfi-vckqpw- 
le4gc> Ms pp^hcticfyJVacity, id^ ac^ptencls of remprk, 
4i%9 sftgilciK yi^t lijxiajfiapt plpga^^ ^ expijeflion, the 
;hoapHrable\ IJarrifoa/Gray -Otj? ^p£^af&ch\ii€ftt& 
'keep^j^d forevo'TwiiJi keepj'r^t an iimn^&rabjc * 
diftancc,, ' ... ' .. ^ . ■* ; 

Qn .^e .?{l qf July^ ; i)7ft7,5 ?in amendment -'i^r^s 
4ir,opo>fe4iia, epngwjSftoti^e ftal1:\p-4^ly bill. Twen- 
ty; cloiUrs were ^ be charged for a q?rt^$cate pf 
ici^ii:enfhip to an pwigrant, Qii this occaCon, ^^. 
^Otis made, as^ y^£\}d\i a Cp^ech of cojnfiderablelengtjbi.. 
.Mr- |-ioy(l took-ai^ cxtwfive (k^cfe of it. But as 
the comf^odities of this qra):prare i^ot .Sduch' in de- 
•TOtapdr :IVIr.'fc«iyd ha^jnot yet^fuiije4 %o incumjaer 
-his ipewjpjper with the copy* Mx* Baebe j[aye»a 
: Hmvt account of itj, . and a^ M?:- Otis has conipljaip- 
^iq^^jerly of thenegligenqe of reporters, thefol- 
Ivtyvmg extea^^ ^ t^ ;j{npft {hiping paflagps has be§a 
hfi^e itiCert^d^ €^m:^0tis vaf^wrum^ 
.; ]VIr Qtis. .defended the^ftanip diity, '^ Wedid not 
** w«tnt|)o|>^*fcition n^w:/' C'f he: Utiijed ftates con- 
rt«^n aboY^ ftjnajiJUqHii oif ;iljquarc,f5Liles,,an^ about fiv^e 
;ini<Uk>0SP5f?P^C5)te*. Making Japg^ ftilpwance for 
^^iatqry and fy§r> <i^l£(k iand^; Jtiieir rteirni^ry cpu W 
wj*h mOjch ;^aifei .^oppsijtnodate, twpp;;y |iiRcs. their 
;f>r/rfent iMmb^r^ J^f pepple. 4k|i ifl^^^njfe wilder- 
.»efe beyond the rMiffiffippi vemajips i*|fa to be fijlfiii 
i^ji •: We need an inciteafe ^^f ii^^tjibcrs inore ihm 
.^ny. other natioto. !ltis.t»Qmenfp»§^^;pur poj^^^cgi 
♦ifafefey. In theAAvB* <^..p£Ai3Pi«ifi«5 politics, Mf. 
Qtis might have. W«ed thit Mm ^ \ ^t He m^iifi 
^^ fome obfervatlbris on the relative manners of 
j^^tEuropc'an^thiiR coiiwitrr. He cPuJd not agree 
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' " that there i«^as VhhJtmi/aHty^y at Icaft in thcprc- 
** fcnt diftrafte^ ftatc of Edropc ; when ttioralify 
" and religion, and every vcftige of what was great 

"*' -tnd atntable, was endeavoured tobefwept trom 
^' the forfecc of the earth /' pn fomc parts of Eu- 
rope, in Pqi+u^1 and RulTia, ^ ekan^ hvh 

• man chara<3rcr is 'degraded bjr ilefpotifm . But in 
every country where any degree of Freedom can 
\fe found, the people of Europe will bear. Hi all 

' relpefts, a comparifon' with tholc of America. How 
ftould it beothcrwifc ? ll'he-Unitfed Stafcs*av6 be- 
come inhabited^by- afucceffion of chips from' the 

•old blotk of Eurbpcan population. They have 
not been long enough in the New world to attain 
any innrportant diftrnftion of charafter* During 
thii debate, ^art Irifli reprefentative remarked to a 
ftranger in *the lobby, that nearly one fourth part 
of the menlbers then prtfent wer^ natives of Ei>- 
Tope. To the fouth of New-England, at leaft one 
half of the citizens are either ertiigr ants from then<;e, 
or the fon&or grandforisof futh oriiigrtfnts. As for 
the attempt to fweejp morality ^tridr^JighHi everyvef- 
tige of all th^at H '^eat and mnhbte from theTur- 
face of the- earth, thii is' only a rdtn^ltbout wky 
of profeffing; that Mr, Otis is an ^emy to the French 
revolution: Hadhebttnborn indiic ttine^ hft would 
furely have 'refifted that of America j for the 

•French had received at leaft five^ilii^fisofprovocst- 
tions, where tlie Americans could' jN^odute one. It 
5s to be inferred thatMf* Otis j,am€nfe the deftfuc- 
tioh of thcBaftlle^^the aMitioh of tbcGabelle, the 
rack, the wheel, ntortarchy, nobility, andthututr 
moft of abcttTiltfattons-^ahcpifeopal <^<!srWi^w<?^^ by 
layj , He thinks that to let every m an believe what 

thai the manners of ^hc people, on both Wa of lbq,^a.tcT> 9fW. 
^ffcntially the (t^m^ 
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creed y and employ what prieft he pleafes, is the 
way to {weep religion fi-om the earth. To deftroy 
ariftocracy is to dcAroy morality. This muft be 
his meaning-] ' * He wiftied to place a bar in the way 
** of the admiflionof thofe reftlefs people who could 
*^ not be tranquil and happy in their own country; 
'' thofe who bad unfurled the fttodard of rebellion 
*^ at home. He profeflTed an efteem for fome emi- 
grants to this country j but he did not v;i{hahQrd& 
ofiuildlrijhmento be let loofe upon us ; who were 
now endeavouring to eiFeft a revolution in their 
own country. He-did not wifli the introduftion 
'' here of their revolutionary principles. He was 
^' ivilling to fraternize with thofe emigrants who 
^^ might be admitted among us- now ^ but he wiftied 
^' a'bar placed to further migrations^ and he did not 
^^ think twenty dollars too much. * • 

The term oiwild^ as here applied exclufively to 
Irifhmen, is highly impertinent. In thofe* parts 
of Ireland where the peace and property of the 
fubjeds have formerly been protefted, the ge- 
neral caft of manners was fully as good as that 
in New-England. A great body of the peo- 
ple were however kept in a ftate of inceffant ir- 
ritation by the preffurc of their landed ariftocracy, 
and their blood-fti eking church of England hierar- 
chy. Of thefe unfortunate viiiiims it wonld be un- 
fair to eftimate the morals, till they ftiall enjoy a 
political fyftcm, whereby induftry is encouraged, 
and property fecured. Fortune has never i(ported 
more cruelly,, than by fubjefting that hofpitable 
and generous nation to the monopolizing jealoufy, 
and the fyfteihatic barbarity of an Englilh parlia-^ 
meat. An Irifti revolution is now expefted, and 
in its triumphant iffiie, Ireland, fpurning the yoke 
of hereditary tyrants^ will aflfurae her proper rank 
suid dignity among the powers of Europe* 
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*' Thofc/' lays Mr. Otis, ''who have unfurled 
** the lipndnrd of rebellion at Ho>tt:/' A mob 
from the lu)ly town of Bofton began the Ameri- 
can revohition, by unfurling the ftandard of in- 
juflice. They wantonly deftroyed three hundred 
and forty-two chclls of tea, in prefence,^and with 
riie approbation of an hnnienfe crowd of fpeftators. 
The act of parliament for fliutting up th^ port of 
Boilon, was the natural and fuitable confequence 
of that wife traufaftion. The burning of the 
Gafpce fchooner, at Providence, in Rhode-Ifland, 
bccaufe it obflruclred fmuggling, was another 
outrage, that ought to be reprobated by ever}'' man 
who is fit for living under a civilized government. 
The whole continent was dragged haftily into 
a war, to, fave the rcftlefs townfinen of Bofton 
from a chaftifement that fome of them evidently 
dcfervcd. Tlie friends of America in England, 
could no longer defend their proceedings. The 
caufe of liberty was difgraced and injured by the 
unbecoming impatience of its advocates .The townf- 
men of Bclfaft have invaded no man's property. 
The burden of a^^lual oppreliion crulhes them to the 
earth. The wrongs of America were chiefly in 
profpctl. She was mori? Jightly taxed than any 
other country in the woi*ld. If the people of New- 
England had behaved with equal moderation and 
dignity as thofe of Virginia, it is likely enough that 
the friends of Britifli fupremacy would, in the ifliie, 
have been far lefs numerousthantheypix>vedto be. 
When once the conteft had begun, there could be 
' no medium between independence and flavery, but 
that does not leflen the extreme want of fenfe and 
honcily in burning the tea. It very ill becomes fbch 
people to rail at reformers in Europe. The whole 
fpeech proves that Mr. Otis is unworthy even to 
reilde in a free country, and infinitely more £> to re- 
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)^-cfent it. Nature intended him for a keeper of the 
feQnx:iergerie, or a kd captain . tq foipe, prince of 
Wales. After all^ Otis only bc^trayed the realicuti^ 
ents of his ^bole party ; and tmdcr fetch leaders, wo 
nnot w^ortder at the contemptible and pitiable fi- 
lite 'Which the United States do at prefent make. 
The unexpeAed length to which fome articles ia 
[this voluinc are found to extend, has of neceffity 
jprevcntcdi tb^- publication bfolhers. This devia-' 
[tion firomthe firft defign is more fully explained ia 
the preface* The follo^^ingmifcrilaneous remarks 
have, however, been inferted, ais ardief tothe rea- 
der from the famenefs'of political details. They 
refer to fubjefts of universal interefl:, and which, 
in the rmoll expreiUvc manner, demand reforma- 
tion. 



On Saturday, Ac ladi of March, 1796, two flage coaches^ 
fet out at fix o'clock in the morning, from Frenchtpwn for 
Newcaftle. The diftanCe is only feventeen miles, and yet 
the drivers did not reach the latter place till twelve o'clock* 
They took fix hours to travel a fpace, whicK a healthy, /ac- 
tive man wouldhave walked over with eafej in four and an halt 
The road through which ^le coaches had to go, was very tole- 
rable. One of the drivel's, when near Newcaftle, attempted 
a kind of ijuicfcer pace than ufual. The wretched harneffing 
irtftantly gave wayj the two ibremdl: horfes brokeloofe, anl 
fet off at Full gallop : One of them Was near breaking his neck. 
When the paffengers arrived at Ncwdaftle, the wind was 
fair, die tide was making, and the boat for Phikdelphia was 
ready and writing ; yet they Were detained ah hour and ari halt 
The only conceivable reafon for this delay was, that the innieiper 
might Jcruh the pajfhigers out of the price of a dinner. 

At laft the boat got off, and with a feir wlhd came up within 
Iffs than two ntilcs of Gloucefter pcSnt 5 biit the- wind and tide 
failtne, the veflel was obliged to come to* anchor. If Ihe haJ 
left Newcaftle but ah hour more early, fhe might have come ' 
with cafe to the Wharf at Chcfnut'-ftrect, by fix o?clpck in d*** 
evemnjf:- - : . • ...•.: ' • 
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Seven or eight of the pafiengers, who were anxious to get for' 
I ward, were <£)iged to pay h^f-t-dollar each to thr failors to 
j row them aihore. If the owners of thcfe boats are capable of 
I fliame, which is extremely doubtful, they muft blu£h at fuch 
I multiplied inftances of negligence, infolence and extortion. 
I Another tide was expeSed to begin about one pVlock in the 

morning. The mafter, whofe name is Mitchell, fkte up^ 
drinking grog, playing at cards with fome paflengers, ^ 
making an intolerable noife, till the hour abovc-mcjitioned; 
he then went to bed. About four in the fttornirig> ibmc of 
his men came down to tell him that the tide was ebbing,* and 
that the boat was run aground. .It was a long' time before 
they could make him underftand'them. 

Finally, the boat came up to Arch-ftreet wharf on Sunday 
evening, with the tide, having performed ^ paflage in twenty- 
tight hours, which, with the utmoft cafe, might have been 
executed mjjx. , 

The above appeared in a Baltiijfiorc ncwjQ^apcr.* 
Some of the parties felt themfelves ang;ry, andfaid 
fo ; but they did not attcmpr to contradiA the /tate- 
xnei^t, for it was only a fpecimen df their daily 
practice. 



Extras of a letter from a gefitkman in Philaddphia^ to his 
friend in Baltbnori^ daied 2^th of Aprils 1796. 

In the Maryland Journal of thp 28th of March laft, lob- 
fervc an account of an expedition from Frenchtown to New- 
caftlc in the ftage coach, and. from the latter place to Philadel- 
phia by the ftage boat. The writer complaips that the coach 
took «x hours to drive feventeen miles over a tolerable road ; 
that the boat fpent twenty-eight hours on a voyage Up the De- 
laware, which might have been ended in^&r hoUri | that Mi tchdJ, 
the mafter of the boat, got drunk j that his failors ileeced fome 
of the paflengers, &c. &c. "* 

This malcontent muft undoubtedly be ^ foreigner, - other- 
wife he never would hare attempt^ to grumble, for two folid 
reafons. Firft, becaufe, wjth a fi?w exceptions, brutality, 
negligence and filching, ar? as^njyturally expelled by pepple ac- 
cuftomed to travelling in America, as a n^iith,,aiiofe, and two 
cj;ps, are looked for in a man's face. . Secondly, Ibccaufe legal 
redreli, Jtod individual reformation, arc equally hopelefs. Tbs 



former would require fuch a wafte of time and moit^yy ^th*fo ^ 
ex treme an uncertainty of the iiTue, that no perfon of conrirhon, ^ 
prudence ever thinks ot it. As for the fecondy there are excep- .' ; 
tions, both as to landlc^ds and drivers, between tWS place and / 
Baltimore; ah^ otWs mayte found in different parts Pftie/ 
country. Bu¥ tfie'^bfanjcs in this lottery are mweniinierdus'; 
t Ha n the pri ;^^^ ; ' *^n^ ^o hope reformation or amendnient <>f cha- 
racier, anK)hg the woftKfefsi would be the moil vifionafy of • » 
^^1 vifiqns. . / 1, , , • ., .. v ♦ . .." • _ \ 

;^Thiis ftandingt^c^, this |entleman|inftcadpf grumbllrig^; 
fhourd-rather be veryjthainkfurtp have rode frpm French to wa . 
to Nev/caftle, without gkting his lirobs broke, and his trunk, 
if he had one witfvhiin^ {battered to pieces, or pitched a yard, 
deep into , the JpifeV ^Mi tcHt*!!, the boatman froia Newcaftre , : 
to i^hilacclphla,'iffid not'endaiig of his pa&ngefs. * 

fje only keft them 'abc^ut'^ five times longer than was neceftary ; 

on the water! . 'If hTsYaiiors tookhalf-ardollar a piece ft«: row- 
ing fom'e orthepafleiigers on iKoi-e, they fliould have been ve- 
ry grateful that the boat was not overfet. Permit me to relafej ' 
fome of my own triads and troubles of this nature. 

• In J li ne i 7 94, 1 h^d , occafion to go to New- York. Two ; 

ri val coaches^ came , near the town of Briinfwick, at the fame ' j 

ti me, The one in wb/cli' 1 was, got the ftar t of the other jby • ( 
a few yiLtdk.} and entefex! the 'toWn at full 'gallop. I expeft^d / 

cverj^ moment Wien, th|j coach would .break down, or fpnrie [dl 
the hbrfes fall d^ad .. urtd^r die fatlgiie. ; Mbft' of our piflehgefS *. 
were as fond of^ tljis' friumpK a^ the ' driver himfelf, arid ditf^ ' 
every tfiin^ jn'4:)ie!r'|)6W6r to encourage hifi| to break rtheii: 
necks. At Eliiab^til-towrt, a joung. lady, well mounted^ 
came up behirid*ife,'^and' attempted to ride by. Six or ejght; 
of us inftantly raK/sd a halloo, frightened Ker horfe^ and almoft 
uiifeated her. On attemptiiW to expoftulate,' I fooii fcJund' 
that I might prefehtry be treated ftill worfe than (he was. T^h^i 
whole cargo roared du t, J^hat f Suffer 'any b'ddy to take the foacL 
^/^i?^T^eyVevHed the lady in the ihdft fhaniefu] ftile, Orie of 
fl^em \ learned to bq'a'tnerch'ant ihNew-York, and a m^nrtot 
df an obfcurfe fituadOri^ A ifecond "^^as a quaker; 1 tri^ to ar^. 
gue with him bn th6 principles of^is fociety^" on th^ vilenefs ;and 
cowardice Of hazarding the life or linibs of a ifellbw creature /dy 
t\jifh a jockey piece of ettiquette. I had aTUrly anfwer, an&J Was^ 
a^tthe feme tirfi^ taken iip(b(^t by a clergy mSm from the inorih 
c>f Irdand,.who conftantfy kept himfelf irt a ftat^vf (lleVaWa 
during the lift fixty miles of our journey, 

• •' ' N n • ' - ^'"" 



\ 
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. 'At !Nfe^-Yorki'i .was lt>dgcd vnth two otlierS, in ^ iMitik 
fo6m> on the ground fioor. This wa$ a dirty hole about three 
yards and anJialF fcjuare.— What can be the j-eafon for that 
Vulgar Hoggifli cuftom, common in America^ of fquee^ing 
threej fix, or ei^ht beds into one room t No fu^ thing is feen 
in the Britifh iflands. Amqng> genteel or decent people, every 
perfon has not only a bed, but evenarooth tohilnfelf, arid very 
ffeitjuently locks the door. 

Theb^ck yatd, into which the wipddW of oUr cell opened, 
• Was about fix yards wideeVery Way* Within this fpace, and 
jiift oppofite to our window ftood a little brkk kitchen^ and 
cjieek by jowl, an edifice of the mQ&neceJatj nature. .They 
were feparated by a brick partition abbut fix or nine inches 
thick. The delicacy of this arrangemdRt inuft firike every 
perfon of fuperior tafte.. Maying occafion to Vifit the temple, 
I found that the roof had tumbled \n* Itw&ks about noon, and 
a Vej-y fultry day^ and before I coul4 get out again, I had well 
nfgh fainted with the'moft horrible ftench that pver aflailed my 
nbftrils. 

"[ If the continent of America were only ten mlks broad, there 
might be fome excufe forjamming buildings together in fuch a 
difgufting, aukward and dangerous way. I call it difgufting, 
as the fcene juft defqribed ti(iight turn tKe ftomach of a Hotten- 
tot. ; It is aukward, for when thefe receptacles of filth come t0 
be emptied, tifiatters are often fo^adly laidbut, that the only 
paflage to get the naltinefs awayvis throujgh the very middle 
of thehoufe itfelf. Siich is not univerfally the mode of purga- 
tion, hut it 09curs,iR too many inftances^ Now it is iiireJy 
aukward tO'be thus, almoft in a literal fenfe, . entrenched up to 
<Ae teeth in human excrement^ and it is the more extraordi- 
nary, a$ the Americans afc highly and juftly pommended for 
the general cleanlineft of tWrdomdlic economy. Can any 
body wonder that a city, under the fortieth* degree of latitude, 
fiiduld be vifited by the yeIIo\y,fever;, whena part of its inhabit 
tants are permitted to render it a centre of pUftrefaftion ? The 
danger of fqueezing hpufes together like herrings in a barrel» 
is readily feen in cafes of fire* A houfe bui;nt down latf winter 
inJF^iladelphia near the corner of Arch-ilreet ; and fuch was 
its fituation that it was either almoft^ or ei^tirely inacceffible to 
fire-engines. I know a city in.Europe .larger than Philadel- 
phia, that did nptfuffer fo much by fire in nfteen years, as I 
have repeatedly feen the latter do in a fingle evening* Ex- 
cti^ this difgreffion. I now return to niy travels. 
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: In coming Iwfck from New- Y6fk to thi> city, I prsfenvd 
^ going by water,— The matter of a ftage-boat, which to6k ix$ 
ever an arm of the fda. to New^ Jerfey, ; gave an eminent proof \ 
of atta?ition to his duty. He fuiiered oar boat to be vtdjf \ 
nearly run down on. a fmooth calm.fea» in broad day light, by 
a veilel c^much larger bulk than.ours, that was opmine up 
in fuH fail. At laft, when withixr perhaps twenty yards of 
her^ tbe fliouting of her crew awalqed him from his torjx>r; 
but after all, we mjfled only by a few feet, rftroke that ine- 
vitably woiild have fent usf to the bottbm. Tlius were the 
lives of Ifwenty or thirty people brought into the moft ;immi- ' 
nent rifle, becaufe the boat was entrufted with a bloclcbead, i 
who had not common fenfe enough to drive a dung cart. 1 

At Amboy, part of our baggage was forgot, notwithftan- ? 
^ng the injun^Jtions which we gave, and the afTurances whicli 5 
vre received, that the a« hole .would be cacefully packed. So 

treat was the polifeneft of the houfe, that though we had paid' 
>r feats over-nighty the coach was oh the point of fetting ofT 
without giving notice to five or fix of us, who were in confi- 
derkble* danger of bein| left behind. 

In our paflage acroft Jerfey, the drivers did every thing in 
their power to. kill the horfes, by making thetngo at a hand 
gallop, for fix (fr (even miles together. Without ftoppinp;, over J 
3 deep fandy road, and in a very hat day. If the owners of \ 
thefe coaches had the leaft fehfe even of their own intereft, they ] 
-would fiog fuch barbarous villains, in place rf paying thap ^ 
wages. ' ; ■ 

At Bofdehtbrt, we went into a lecond boat, where we met 
with very forry accommodation. This was about four o'clock 
Ml the afternoon^ We had about twenty miles down the De- 
laware to reach Philadelphia* The captain^ who had a nwft 
provoking tortgue, was a boy about eighteen years of age* 
He, and a few companions, difpatched a dos^en or eigh- 
teen bottles of porter,. We ran three differ^t times again^ 
other veflels that were coming up the ftream. The women 
and chUdren lay all night on the bare boards Irf the cabin floor.. 
A little boy, one of the paffengers from New- York, lingered 
at the brinkof the grave, during feveral months, in confequence- 
ofthis modeof tra^velling. We reached Arch-ftreet wh^, 
.about eight o'clock' on the Wednefday morxiing, having been 
about fixteen hours on ^ voyage of twenty milc§. Compared 
to IjLich navigators a$ tboi^ two^whQlu Ihavejuft given ym an 
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tacconnt: bf, even. poor Mitchdl: was stn 'Arifon ior-a :Co- 
lunibuls/' . ••* . :■■.. '* - • ' ■■.''---.•■>:■.•. ._^ 
/. Prmtthcabove. TIhj pmfe«ajin6tcfo.l>cttet"teanto ddcribe 
4benes .of4rAofpital!ty:aod fwindHng. tbobfoein Jto.liavc been 
ilrcducedlt0 a national. fj8ft«n,.a:nd tfcat tonid taardly ?be expec- 
.t^in tt.Turfciflv'carayanfer^ : ^" -•*•'-• 



*:f •-.. 



• Ttie building? o£ ^altimpreyTf cw^V ja4d P^iIa^elfJhia^ 
'cohtiinin th^ir cpjnft'rviai.Qn fq ^rcat ;^ proppr^ibo of. wood, 
^tfat'iF a flame Ksis' once fairly ;c^iiglit,'iiQt|irig,'but ihexnoil 
vigorbu? effgrt? caj\ jbplts prpgrefs. • ; V;" ';V ' " ' 

If the^rofcind ftory of qie of our hou|es;ca^tches |lre,^ ^\X}ily 

refidihg in the feqpnd floors may run tHe ujmpft ,hai?;ar^ of be- 

^iig either fuffocatpd by. the fmoke^ prt)ur;ni;aliv6 ip;.l;he flames. 

^Their oaly {Hift (s to J i^ipp out of tl>e .winjlowsy ^t th^ ^xpence 

'if breaking half their bpne?vJ*nle(s>. whiclij, does'! not, always 

■happen^ ladder? arc br6u|ht to their affiftai^ceJ;, |Ivcn- in that 

<afe,|from hurry and qojpfufipn,^ the riilc. Is cpnfiderable. Ir 

'xhany places houfes" are leaped t<^etlier in fuch a manner^ that 

in cafepf,% f^re^. eitjiej: exit Pf accefS;;WOuldW ^Inxoft' jniprac- 

jticabl€^, . '•-• . '• • ', • /» ',.* r 

Ij^ £Wy m?n.whofe^acpoftagr.atf^^ in atjlA'nwriduVtcmo, 

^iin{i*teitizr^, the facility with w^hich it fpreads . from one roof 

Nco^another/; Th^ of the great arid leading caufes, which. 

im^Jcfe biir fires Co generally deftni^iy^;. The ^rft reafon A$y 

li^t oar hottfes are roofed with wood ; and fecbndly^a moft ab- 

furd and ftup*i4 practice among houfe-carpenterS), has my Ic^Iied 

ihe. hazard in a ten-fold proportion. ...; . 

- .'WBehtWhoufes pfequ'al hS^ht?^^ clpfe'togctb^, rt 

IS very common' for the planks of each roof ^^ crop Qver^and 

join kuith'thoje df' the blherl By Ms iiieanSj whenevci: on^e 

rbpf kindles, the flame, if it gets not'^pppofitioni from a water 

jCrf^ineVipl'eadg immediately to the next In Dublin, the hour 

fes are roofed with flate 6r tile, arid ^^-h roof is fcparated froqi 

others by a little parapet of ftoiiiei which is raifed about riine\>r 

tweiv'^ inches abdve theiroofj heihe m fa<9:, the top of the par- 

titfon wall between the. two buildings. This incombiil^bfe 

rboundary makes.theCpriflagrktibh (prefer .'niore/^^ than 

'hotherwifewoulddo; ■ " . ' \ . .V' 

When a traveller frbm Europe firft'la^ds.in the Uhited 

' States, heisaniaitedjitthebliridoefs andinfa^Uatidnofperfiffing 

io this prifticc of rumuHg^ the A^ooden irocS^ mf<Ackh other, a 
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pra3fice To prcgnarititrithidangfer and riutu ■ A fettr yisars (rfha-4 
bit rp^oncikhint IP it,. ^«d if he biiiUs a hqufe foe himfelf, he m 
not ambitious <flc»ki^g wifer than oA^ 
\ « We (rften hear pf fites Ja London, aiwi they ^s% fooaetimes y^ ' 
ry tprfble. Bjut t#oi^i)n)s' aboiit tei^en or eight times moro 
popilb'us thafti ijievfi.vi? urgeft fea-port towh's jh'Americi puf 
togfe#t^,' fo that if^ h^e 'cbrnpare the number of buildings with 
the'fittitiber of • fi«i, in tbefe difFereht places, it will bfc found 
that thofe of Londoriarcof niuch infcrforfrequency. 

la Eilir^bufgh, the bfwfes are far: nio^ durably built>thar^ 

cither in London «r Didjlin. Ii^. t;he two latter, the walls are, 

aV^?ioftuniver (ally formed of brick, and. the flairs of wood. la 

Edinburgh thd vvalls and ftairs are of ftone, ahd every ftair is 

arched quite' round with' ftoiie, fo firmly coitipafted, tjiat the 

mrooden parts of the^ 'hoiife might be confumed twenty time* 

ovcr^ and tfie ftair-cafe itfelf remain widiout damage. No 

wOQ^en root is tO; be feen ;, and the flate roofs are^ inyariabjijr 

feparfLt^d by a parapet walL The rcf^lt froi?i this ftyle oFar- 

chiteiStM.re k, ' that a well built, houfe can hardly burn to th^ 

gfoCind, ofi any account. A dirty chimney fjiay kiiylle,'c.aufe 

occafiortal alartil,'and produce petty damage; but the burning 

^ut ofafamily isa very tiHCoiiHnopaiccident. ^' '^ ' . 
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■Fr<^€eed&ngs\-i^\Coitgrtfs:^—Afait 'of Randall and 

Whitney\-^Plan of appointing a fiiort-hand nvri*- 

" tbr. -^Debates on^tke federal city: — AU of Appro-- 

• • prtation.^-^Debates on the mli for Jafs inflruc^ 

' fions. — ^Strange anfiherioffhe Prejident. — Appro^^ 

\ 'priathnsfc>h'^e'6riti^ treaty. — Explanation of 

ike conduit of Mr .^ Muhlenberg. — Singular multi^ 

• ' ■ ■ ''plicky ' of petitions in favour of appropriating for 

*^^'^B Britijk treaty. -^Rife of the f^^^ . .• 

THE .prdimliia^ and mifcellaneous materials 
of this voltrpe have fwellcd to a inuch grea- 
ter ibulk than had'bcen forcfeen 01^ dcfigncd* . Af- 
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tcr all, maoy articles are left out, which , Mrerc 
originally propbfed |br ihfertion* Though not al- 
ways in a regular ferity, yet a tonfiderable part oF 
themoft ithportant events of the pteient year, have 
fceei^ related- Our maritime hiftory, that is to fay, 
an account of the French and Britifh id^predations, 
for the firfl: five months of i?p6y have been com^ 
piled with tolerable completenefs. The prefent 
chapter is to give a fketch of the principal prbcec- 
dings in Congrels, during that part of their fcffion, 
which begian with the ift of January, 1796/ Of 
many of the mojdintereftinglpeeches^ there have 
idready been inferted large fpccimens. 
' ' The affair of Randall and Whitney belongs, moft 
jMroperly, to the year I795-, ^ ^^^ account of it 
has been recently given in the American Annual Re- 
giftier. It is fufficient here t;o fay, that Robert Ran- 
dall ami Charles Whitney, did, in 1795, conceivQ 
a projeft, in conjuuiftion with fepie Britifli fettkr* 
in Canada, for purchaiing froni Congref^ that Ipa- 
cious peninfula, which Ucs between lakes EriCy 
Michigan, and Huron ^ It contains about twenty 
millions of acres-, With this view they came to 
Philadqlphia. Randall made ibme improper ad- 
^vances to certain members of the Houfb of Reprc* 
ientatives, in order to gain the^* intereft. Having, 
jio doubt, heard of the pilot-boat hij(|tory, he . wai^ 
ted among others, upon Dr^ William Smith. He 
was apprehended, brought to the biju' of the hpufe, 
and for a (liort.tin[ic confined in prifbn. Whitney 
had done nothing wrong'v He was fent to jail, and 
then difmiffed without examination. In this bvSt^ 
nc&j the houfe a<^ed without jregularity, without 
jjudgment, and without juftice.. 

On the 19th of January, tbey^took'np the bill of 
appropriations for thi| current y^af • 'Mr. Williams 
moved to ftrikc out of it all tlxe- fums allotted fot 
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the mint. After a very hard ftruggle, the mintpro^ 
traiieci its exiftcncc, under the fevereft repobatioa 
of its management from every fide of the houfe^ 
Tlie plan of this cftablilhmei^t came from Mr. Ha- 
milton. Large fuihs had been cxptoded to very 
little purpofe . Onie defign of it fecms to have been 
the creftion of a board of finecures for the fake of 
incrcafing the executive influence. 

On the 29th of January, the houCt Ivent into a. 
committee of the whole, on a report from a com- 
mittee that had been appointed to find out a fhort 
hand vsrriter who was to take down their debates atf 
full length, and print them* A pdrfon had, for al- 
moft two preceding ieffiohs, attended the houfeto 
take minutes of its proceedings for the Philadelphia 
Gazette. In this wildernefs of fcribbling, many 
particulars tran{pired,whichmcmbcrs were afhamed 
to confefs and afraid to deny. Four gentlemenwere 
efpecially irritated, viz. Theodore Sedgwick, Dr* 
William Smith, Samuel Dexter, and Robert Good^ 
loe Harper. Mcflrs. Dexter and Sedgwidk were 
not able to forgive the figure that they had made in 
the nobility debates, as well as on fomc other occa-^ 
fions. Harper had difputed Ayith col. James White, 
delegate from TennefTee, oh the defence of the 
So uth-Weftern frontier j and the particulars, which 
were not to his advantage, had been related with 
unfeeling accuracy. But Dr. Smith, was by far more 
rancorous than the other gentlemen colleftivcly,. 
During the debate on Madifbn's refolutions, Mr* 
Abraham Clarke of New-Jerfey faid^ turning round 
to his right hand, and looking at Mr* JViltiam Smithy 
that a ftranger in the galleiy might fuppofe there 
was a Britifh agent in the houfe. Thenickname of 
Britijh agent became general. Mr« Smith was, 
burnt in efiigy at Charleflon. On the riilrig- of the 
feffioQ, be found it copvenicnt tQlhunamqeting with 
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bis conftituents by a tour for the enfuing fummer, 
into the eaftern ftates. The blame of this whole 
fcandalwas imputed I© the pen of the guilt)M:aker 
of minutes for the Philadelphia Gazette. Influeiice 
was employed, but in vain^ to procure his difiniflion . 
Thi^ occurred in January, 1794- 

But on the 2d and 3d of March, 1795, theRepi e- 
fentativcs met in the evening, and fome of them be- 
ing in a ftate of unufual vivacity. Smith ajnd Dex- 
ter aroie and complained bitterly of the minutes in 
the Philadelphia Gazette. Neither .of them faid, 
becaufe neither of them durft fay,^. that any. thing 
of their own had been mifreprefenfced. "^elaXe 
Mr. Andrew Brown, knowing that niiftakes were 
unavoidable, had uniformly advcrtiled thai tc was 
ready to receive and print correiftions. , Th^ two 
members clpfed.by propofing a refplution for ap- 
pointing a committee to examine, a* ftenographer. 
It paft by twenty-eight votes aga^nft tw^ty-flx. 

All this was in March, i79ir ^9 ^^^ -S^hof 
January, 1^796, Mi-. Giles and Ur/ Smith, Who 
had been appointed* a committee, re]K)rt^d m 
vpur of Mr. Robertfpn, a Scotfman^ frpni Peter f-r 
burg, in Virginia. 'He demanded four thoufand 
dollars. Congrels.werc to givje him; two thoufand 
nine hundred, and Mr. Brown undertook for the 
reft of the fiim. The debates were .to be printed 
firft in his newlpaper". This would lit ewifeanfwer 
the objeft of Mr.,SmithinfeparatingMr. Brown and 
hlsprefent reportei'. .'.... 

' Thd plan was attacked froni eyei;y part of the 
houfe, as impracfiicable, if ufeful j and as qfelefs if it 
could be prafticable.^ Mr. Baldwin faid that he 
had leen many printed flietch^s of fpeeclies made in 
that hoiife, and which he would not wifh to fee bet- 
ter donei Jflr. Swan wick had bhen heard oimif- 
cellaneons compojiiiqns ^huX. the/lrangcft of allioit 
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cellanies tBrat be ever heard of, was for the IcsUIar- 
ture of a country to run fb ares with a printer i» 
the publication of their proceedings. Even Mr, 
Sedgwick, alfo, oppofed the plan. He honclily 
iaid, that gentlemen were apt to get into a paifion, 
and then they were angry at feeing their cxprcflion% 
in. print. Mr. Nicholas was for the appointment* 
He complained that a p^rfon who came often to 
that houfe, and who had a very good ftyle of wri- 
ting, once pnbliftied a fpeech as his. *' The language 
^^ vras much better than I could have made,'' faid 
Mr. Nicholas, and here the member was miftaken» 
*^ The fpeech did not contain a finglc fcntiment 
^' that I would have diibwned, but ftill the fpeech^ 
*^ was not mine." Mr. Harper attacked the deh 
bates in the Philadelphia Gazette, as difgra^eful to 
the country^ and fiall of faifebood$. . He prattled 
away at this rate, for a confiderable time. He had 
never complained of inaccuracy but once ; and his 
correftion w?is immediately adopted. . Mr^ Harper 
poHeiFes areadinefs of invention, and a confidence 
of affirmation, which the pubUc eftiwate at ihciic 
proper value. 

Mr. Giles fpoke in favour of the report ; but be 
Teemed to lofe courage on finding that a large 
majority in the honfe entirely difapproved of the 
plan. He exprcfled regret at having been concern*- 
ed in it. As an excufe, he complaiBed, for thefirft 
time, of the inaccuracy of the debates. He had 
never before dropt a hint of that nature^ The pre* 
furaption is, that it wa$ now brought forward tQ 
help him out with a lame argument. He fek evi- 
dent chagfc-in at finding bimfelf ctotanglcd in this 
prodigal "and abford projcft. The committee roile 
without a diviQon. On the 2d of February,' I79^» 
the fubjeft was difcharged by a rcfplution of the 
houfe. Mr, Robcitfon had com^ feme hundreds 
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of miles, from a lucrative cipployment, at the}>aiF- 
ticular defire of the jpecial* committee, and bad 
ftaid in Philadelphia waiting on this bufmefs, at a 
confidcrabte expence. He was. difmifled without 
eompenfation> The boufe ought at leaf): to have 
paid the charges of liis journey. 

On the 8th of January, the Prefident had fent a 
meflag^ to Qongrefe. It iticlofed a memorial from 
the commiflioncrs appointed for infpcfting the 
buildings at the federd city. Tlje objeft was, to 
obtain a loan of money, under the faniftion of go- 
vernment, in order to complete the public builct- 
ings at that place. The loan was to befectii^d on 
the public property in the eity. The United States 
were to* pledge themfclves Uiat, in cafe of the pro- 
perty proving inadequate 6)r difcharging the loan^ 
government was to make good the deficiency. 

A committee was appointed to report on this 
meflage. After feveral difcuifions, a bill rcfpefting 
it pafled the'Hou&of Reprefentatives, on the 31ft 
of March, 1796. The Prefident was thereby au- 
tliorifed to borrow three htmdred thou/and dollars 
on the plan above dated. The bi|l went thro^gh^ 
by fcvcnty-two Votes againfl twenty-one. Thus a 
frefh blifter is applied to the back of our national 
debt. 

Mr. Qrit, Mr. Sitgreaves, Mr. Havens, and Mr^r 
Swanwick, did themfelves the honour of oppofing 
this nnnihilation of the public money ; for, that 
thefe three hundred thoufand dollars will finally 
come out of the federal treafury, and never more 
return to it, is tolerably certain. 

Mr. Coit faid, that, between three and four huh- 
dred thoufand dcdlars have already been expended; 
and, as he, conceived, to ivhat was worje than no 
purpqfc. Ninety-feveri thoufand dollars had been 
laid out on th« Prefidcnt's houfc^ and it was eftima*^ 
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ted that nearly as much more would be wanted to 
complete it. When finiflied, he conceived that 
a houfe, which would coft only fifty thoufand, dol-^ 
lars, would better anfwer the purpofe. About 
eighty thoufand dollars had been expended on the > 
capitol^ and yet, progrefs nvasfcarecfy made beyc^^ \ 
the foundation. He expeAed manyy«/«rtf and Ait<i:- ] 
vy applications to the public treafiiry for thofe buiit- ' 
dings, which he feared would be a lafting'monu*- 
sicnt of the pride and folly of this country.*— Nine- 
ty-£even thoufand dollars for a prefidential palace^ 
that is not yet more than half completed / Thus th« 
Mrholc building will coft at leaft two hundred thou* 
fand dollars. If this is not deplorable waftc of mo- 
ney, we fliould be happy to karn what name it de- 
ferves ? Indeed, unlefs among the parties immed^* 
ately interefted. in forwarding this houfe, there can 
hardly be two opinions about it.. The abfurdity ia 
too> enormous to be endured with tranquility by 
any man, unlcls his ideas are adulter^ated by felf- 
intcreft, ^ prejudice, by the horror of being left in 
4t minority^ or by fome other petty motive uncbnncc* 
ted with the conymon exercifcofhisunderftanding* 
The capitol is another fuperfluous edifice, that, as 
came out in the debates, has already funk eighty 
thoufand dollars^ and is leareely raifed beyond its 
foundation. Such things are encouraged , to go \ 
on, while our moft excellent of all governments 
can hardly raife ftioncy to- pay the very intereft of 
the debts which it is annualfy contraAing. It is not: 
ft feafoQ. ta irarnilh the poop^ when the wind is ren^ 
ding the ihrouds, when the Tea is burfting the leams^ 
and driving in the cabin windows. \ 

Mr. Sedgwick, in the debate on the 55th of Februa^ 
i^y declared, with a convenient rotundity of a^lertion^ 
thikt accommodations are to be made fpF govern-? t 
TOCnt without anyexpence to the public tfedfury. Ife / 
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is certain that they will be crcfted at a very cnor-J 
fnoa$ expence, whi^h muft come in £bme fliape 
from the pHrfes of the people. Every newipaper 
tsocca(ionalIy£lled with advertifemeiits about the 
IVaflnngton lattery. This is a tax on the public. 
In Europe it is univerfally agreed, that a lottery is 
the moft ruinous of all methods for raifing money, 
and, at thefame time, the moft injurious to the morals 
of the people. When we hear Mr. Sedgwick fay^ 
that thcfe public buildings are to be raifcd TJ&ithout 
expenre te the public^ one tiiight gueis that, like 
the palace in an *\rabian tale, they were to rife by 
enchantment. 

It is amazing that any gentkman can ftand up in 
Congrefs, and talk in fuch a way. Nay^ Mr. Sedg^ 
wick went further. He faid that the more magni* 
ficent thefe buildings were, fo much the better. If 
they exceeded the fplendour of the palaces of Eu-» 
rope, Americans onght to begratefuL It is highly 
wrong for any legiflature to encourage, among its 
citizens, a taftc for gambling. The lottery for f^ 
federal city does this in a confiderable degrjce ; it ex- 
plains, what Mr. Coit juftly faid, that between three 
and four hundred thoufand dollars have been expen- 
ded to what is wor/e than no purpoj'e^ 

Mr. Sedgwick may pant as much as be pleafes, 
about the'gratification that Americans muft feel in 
contemplating the completion, and magnificence of 
theie- buildings in the federal city. A man with 
chafte ideas of political economy, and of national 
freedoni, will confidetthem as an equal outrage on 
thfe one and the other.' The pyramids of Egypt, 
the amphitheatre of Titus, the pillar of Trajan, 
at>d a thoufafad other edifices of a fimilar defcrip- 
tion, were durable and infulting teftimoniais of tbff 
flavery of mankind, with an impiicffion mopc forci- 
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ble than the pen or the pencil can convey. They 
atteited, th^t the property and induftry of mil- 
lions of people had been facrificed to glut the 
caprice arid vanity of a fingie man. ^nd who 
or' lu&at was this manf Some jockey Jung, or 
cut tfaroat emperor, who, if ftript of a little brief 
authority^ would, ufually, have been one of th^ 
siolt infignificafnt of his fpecies. But it is need- 
left to enter into general declarations, or appeal to 
the mournful evidence of Rome and Egypt. The 
fafis admitted in CoQgrefs Q>eakwitb.fufiiclent di^ 
tinftnefs. 

if >the money had been laid out on a c&nal be* 
twecn Newcaftle and Frenchtown, or on a high 
road between ^ Philadelphia and Baltimore, or itt ^ 
penfions, to fome of the poor old foldiers, whor 
ibid their certificates for half a crown in the pound, 
there might be fbme conlblation; The cafh hadjto 
be fure, been raifed iti a bad way, but its expendi- 
ture had a«fwered fome ufeful end ; and, thougli 
no man of fenfc Would ever have been highly pte^ 
led by feeing the rapid fale of lottery tickets, yet 
the* laudable application of the money, muft have 
ferved as an emoiicnt to the ulcer. 

It is hard to fay what was tlie original objeft of 
founding this federal city, or what benefit it could 
be fuppofed to anfwer to the country in general. 
The human faculties are as • clear on the banks of 
the Delaware as on thofe of the Potomac. The Pre* 
fidcrtt h^d already a good houfe in Philadelphia, 
for which his ver^ large falary, of twenty-five 
thoBifand dollars, well enables him to pay a fuit-» 
able rent. The apartments wherein Congreft at 
prefent aiTdtnble, in the fime city, are as roomy 
and elegant as can be defired. Philadelphia hag 
a centrical fituation, and an atmofphere at leaf): as 
ftealthy as the intended new metropolis. We aik 
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then, What could be the ufe or objeft of thele 
1>uildings ? Or why did a government, encumbered 
with a debt of feventy millions of dollars, plunge 
its citizens into this unfathomable pit of architec* 
ture and of lott^ies f An old London bookfeller 
tiled to fay, that the title page was half of the bat-- 
tie. In like manner, the name of this t:ity has pro- 
duced more than half the patience with which its 
expenditures have been endured. 

Endured is the proper word, for this plan . has 
never excited popular enthufiafm. It hardly could. 
Is there not already in the union a city good 
enough' to accommodate Cougrefs f No other 
dty on the coutinent can expcft thc^fraallcft 
advantage from, this removal, and every one of 
them feels a certain lofs. " On the fame principle/' 
faid Mr, Swanwick, ** the houfe might guarantee 
>' loans for all the cities in the union I Why a loan 
*^-for the city of Walhington in particular I Was 
** there any reafhn why the different eities in the 
** union fhould be taxed for ihat cityf*' He might 
have fubjoincd, is there 2iTiyjuftice in fuch a tax ? 
If Wafliington bccpmes ao eminent commercial 
place, Alexandria, or Norfolk, or Baltimore^ will 
not be one farthing the better for it| but they may 
chance to be the worfe. 

It is highly expedient that the legiflature of « 
nation fliould aflemble to do bufinefi in one of the 
larjgeft bf its cities. The reafbn is obvious. The 
eyes of the people are thus more efiedtuaily (q)eD- 
ed to its proceedings; and a^ legiflature ismuch 
mote fafcly to be cntrufted wheu under fiich in- 
ipedion. 

The fpirit of liberty, the penetration* to difccrn- 
and fortitude to refill deipotifm, have- often been 
found to beat higher in the metropolis! of a' limited 
government thau in any other placc^ Tl>U5Ch«te» 
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the fitSi was blamed for calling the long parliament ^ 
at London, where his tyranny was dctefted, and 
©onfisquently where parliament were furc of fina ' 
and etfciftual fupport. His friends regretted that it 
had not met at Oxford; themiilakecoA hismajefty 
the loft of his head. 

The Freneh revolution began at Paris. The , 
true charafter of government was much better un- 
dcrftood there, by the common people, than by tho 
fame clafi in moft other quarters of the kingdom* 
At Amfterdam, alio, oppofition to the corrupting 
influen cc of the ftadtholder was always ftronger than 
any where elfc. A very large city is, in almoft 
every refpeft, a great nuifance. Yet, as it is a bad • 
ivind *which blows good to nobody^ a {ubordinate ad- 
vantage may often be traced in the midft of a po- 
litical evil. 

Suchimt^enfe capitals as London, Paris, oreven 
Amfterdam, cannot fubfift in America, for centuries | 
to come, but if they didfb, many reafons would re-^ j.. 
commend that the feat of government fhould alfa' * 
refide in fuch a fituation. With fb many obfer* 
vers to watch its motions, and whofc very numbers 
infpire them with peculiar confidence, the infoience 
or corruption of office is more likely to be dctc£led 
and expofed than op a more limited field of enquiry. 
The prefent trifling oK>ofition that the abandoned 
minifter of England finds in the Houfc of Commons, 
would, by this time, have moft likely dwindled alto- 
gether away, if the fpirit of Sheridan and others had 
not been fupported by their fituation in the bo* 
fom of a numerous party of the citizens of Londoi^«. 
Thefe hints tend to point out the propriety of 
retaining the refidcncc of the federal legislature in 
one of the larger cities of tlie union . On the ftreets 
0/ New-York or Philadelphia, every pfiember of 
Congrefs m««te with fdlow eitiztns n independent 
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and well-mformed as himfelf, and who, without ce- 
remony, will tell him what they think of his 
conduft. In fuch a place, he has a thoufand 
opportunities of learning public feelings, which 
he never could acquire in a fequcflered defart, like 
the paper-buik city of Wafliington, even fuppoftng 
tiiat he were to read all the newfpapers in the Uni- 
ted States. We have at this time al;)out aahundred 
and twenty newfpapers, if not nntore ; and hen^e, 
that taflv is, in itlclf, impoflible. . It is by mix- 
ing with mankind that you learn how to legit 
late for them. In the multitude of counjellors there 
isjafety^ faid the wife man ; and in i, limited fenfe, 
the maxim holds good. It is only by a collifion of 
various fentiments, opinions, habits of thinking and 
views of life, the light of truth is finally to be 
ftruck outw 

There is a large houfe in Philadelphia which the 
Aflembly of Pennfylvania had deflgned for thePrefi- 
dcnt. Mr. Swanwick, in a debate about this fede- 
ral city bill, noticed that twenty thoufand doUars 
were granted to build it ; but nearly twice the fum 
had been aiked for it fince, and the houfe \% net yet 
finifhed. 

Veterans who fought battles for America, wer« 
glad to accept, as all the world knows, of half^ 
a-crown in the pound for the arrears of their 
dear-bought wages. Hundreds of petitions arc, in 
tlie courfe of every fcillon, prcfented to Congreii 
from miferable objeils of all forts, who were redu- 
ced to decrepitude and beggary in the <;ontinentalf€r- 
vice. Government cannot relieve all thefe people, 
but ftiilif they promoted lotteries fipr that end, the 
money would be more honourably beftowed than on 
a Capitol^ which has already coft eighty thoufand dol" 
lars^ though it is. hardly vijible above ground ! 

As for the palace of tht Prcfident,; the pJao muft 
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have originated with fofticbody, wha wanted to fct 
up a political jdpL . A Prefident is the very laft 
man in the community for vl/'hom: the public ought 
to build a houfe, bccaufc he has a falary five times, 
lafgerthan thit of any 'other' public officer Ox the 
linion ; arid herfcfe' c^ti afford better than other pub-» 
He officer to pfay thdreht of his houfe. 
- Thetooncy^ eiperidcd on palaces at the federal 
city, is abfolutely caft away. The. Prefident and* 
Cohgrcfs are already as' wdl .accommodated witU 
lodgings as they need wi(h to be, or deferve to be^ 
There is no ufe for futh e^ctravagant buildings.' 
The raffing of money by lotteries is tbemofl: pernjl'* 
cious refQurcc within the range of political infanlty^ 
The ercftion of fuch fabrics tcnd$ to excite a tout 
of ariftacracy and of rb3ralty; to whicll mankind 
are already but too much ^ddiifted, 
. . Dr- Samtiel Jphiifon fays, that ''^to build is to be 
" robbed/* We cannot expeft that boufcs raifed 
for a gbvermncnt will be carried on with more 
economy than rhofc of pri^^ate perfons. Mr; 
Coit* fays, that the. buildings atvWalhingtofi have 
been commenced jm^at^ extravagant plan, and 
that he iiopes the-cbmmiffioncirk wUl be obliged td 
^ontrad them'. Mr. Sitgreaves, in the fame deb^fte; 
klfo declari^s that t^e eventual expence of the bull-* 
dings is not within the reach of' calculation^ or even 
ofconje^ure. What a ihifcrableprblpea is ykwn-^ 
ingbefdffitif! • ' ! 

Mr. Havens aiked, what was» mcaijit when it wii^ 
faidthat there exifted an obligation, of goijig to thii 
new city at the year i^oo ? If ,rodm ^v^as not to be 
had in It, Cbngrcfsmight'gotoGebfgetowp.. 'rtiey 
mayjufl^as well Jlay where they are/ ^Sthzl :9i^\d^. 
they be at ? Poor Richard faySj . 

*.Seef dcGate of thejrft of iMarcbi i79<» 
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Or r€t an oft lemovbd htaUft .'..»! 

Which throve fowelli as thofethae/emed be/ , . 

Let US make a fiippofition that, before the end of 
tke year 1800, poly two millions pf dollars are ex* 
pended on the federal city. Xl^te. buildings, as has 
been already e^tyikined, are oa aa extravagant 
icale. The United States oouli^do as well without 
Uiem« 

Put two millions of dollars into any rational 
fchcme of domeftic improvement; in thje country,, 
fuch as a well contrived canaL The money will 
yield a clear profit of ten,'twcnty or thirty per cent. 
Take it at theloweft rate, and with, ten per cent, 
of compound intereft, a fum dpubles it&if in (even 
years, fifty^wo d^ys and an half. In fifty years, 
theie two millions of doUaj^^ will double themfelves 
ieven times. They will amount tp two hundred 
and fifty-fix millions* In an hundred years, they will 
amount to thirty-tw:o thoufand fevenl^dred. and 
iixty-eight ffiilliom of doUars, which, stthft sera^ 
ivill be the realexpence of the city, even if xcftrio 
ted. only to the original two mfflVons. This com- 
putation fiiews the folly ol^iinking^^a capital on an 
el^eft which is both unproduftive and fi:q>erfluous. 

At the end o£the nineteenth century,, the federal 

{marries above ground will npt^be worth fo great a 
iim; nor indeed worth what they ortginally cojl^ 
They cannot, like a highroad, or an iayiroved farm, 
pay a large iotereft ^ They are mci-e unprodui9:iVc 
mafles ofbrick ^d lime, and wood and ftone, th< 
ipawn of lotteries and land jobbings fisr all which 
iine articles Mr* Theodore Sedgwick imagines 
h pur duty to be ^/3r/^A 

This projeft o^the federal city has been eapmUned 
at fome length, becauie the fubjeft is very imper- 

feOly un^erftoodi imd tccaiift the plan^ if comple- 
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tcdf tnnH end in dcftroying the American conftitu- 
tion. The monarchical party in the convention of 
1787^ had the following claufcthrwft into that papcn: 
** The CongrcfS fliall have power to exercife kx^ 
*^ CLusrvE fegi/lation^ in all cajhs ivhatjoevery ovor 
" fuch diftrift, not exceeding ten miles fquarey zi 
** may^ by ceffion of particular fiatcs, aitd the ac- 
V ceptance of Congre{s, become tlie feat of govem- 
^* tncnt of the United Statfes/' A like c^laufe wa$ 
never heard bf before in the, conftitution, or prac- 
tical adminiftration of any government in the world* 
- Suppofe that, at the Englifh revolution of 1688^ 
the new parliament had declared themfetvescxclu- 
five legiflators over a fquare often mUes, and of 
which St. Stephen's chapel was to be the centre* 
Bxchifive legiflation is but another term for arbi- 
trary power, bcciaufc it confounds the charaftcrs of 
judge and legiftator. In fo fmall a fpace,^ wherc^ 
parliam^ent were fureto fee every thiri^, ttiagiftratci 
would have been nothing but their tools; and jpbs,^ 
defpotifm, ariarchyi and revolt muft have enfiiedrf 
The citizens of I>ondon and Weftrainfter would^ 
in two or three years at the utmoft, have laid the 
new government on its back. But it would be wrong- 
ing the charafter of the Englifh nation to put the^ 
fuppofition that a claufe fb abfurd, fo fantaftical, 
fo big with mifchief, and confufion could ever have 
paft in tiiat country. Such an 'originality was rc- 
lerved for the fertile braid of Alexander Hamilton * 
In the convention of bolted doors, this bauble waa 
part of the compromifeand facrifice granted by Ma* 
difon and his friends to the royal fiftion; Being 
combined with better materials, it was without re-^^ 
flection accepted by the citizens of America, hi 
a parting appeal to their common fenfe;, let us only 
figure this cafe, that the ftate of Peiinfylvania ha4 
ceded to Congrels a diflri^ of XJs^ mlljps, inclndipg: 
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thU ^ty* .There is not .^ man in FlHlad^lphlas 'wlxa 
wifhcs to fee; Congrcfi credlcd into its qxclufivc le- 
giflators** » 

'; Their ijgnoran.ce, their caprice^ tlue natural infcH 
Icncc of unlimited authority ^ would,-, in a few ycars^ 
^avc thinned the ftreets of the city. If on the 4tb of 
July, I795» Congrefehad held cxclufivp iegiilatioii i 
iri Philadelphia the evening would not have clofed | 
with a fhower of brick-bats. The diiinqunting and 
difarming of captain John MprrelJ,.. .of th^ jcliica 
Ware-houfc, in .JNortjh fropt-ftreet, and'his Sqing ia 
bafely pitched into Fi:og-pond at JCenfington, might 
have produced a general maflacre of the citizens.. 
r^The fale of his fwqrd for jjixpenc^, piiliis declining 
t6 reclaim it, niight have cafily been turned into a 
tigh crime and mifdemeanbur. This inference be- 
comes very probable, when we contemplate the 
bloody maxims of our American dvke Of Alva*. 
pphus much for the federal city. j 

\ On the 5th of February, 1796^ the. bill of ap- I 
J>ropriat4on for the current yjcar,. biaviny fgonc 

' * Aittcandcr Hamilton tvifhed, ** that th* people, aflfcihbled at 
•f Btaddock^s ficH, iad bum Pittfiurgh/* Randolph VV1rtdk«ioh, 
p, tlj. *• Ontf toDtive afflgncd in argnmctft^ forcaUtng forth the rai- 
*\ Una* has been, that agavernrocftt cannev^cr lie faid to be eftablilh^ 
*^ ttx nmilfotne signal display has nmnifefted its power oimtli^ 
%f tarj coercion. " Thi» ttaxim/* adds Randolph, ♦• if indulged, would 
•5 heap corfes opoQ thcigoirisninTenf. Theftiength of ag6te£tnmetic 
«« is the aileron of the people/' Ibid p* loa^ The maxiihs and 
wifiies of Mr. Hamihon exceed any fentiment recorded from, the 
kcmp-crtck-goveraor of the Netherlands. They rather approach 
tD the compfcheiifive fablimify of CaKgula. " 

It x» cxtitJBicly worthy of notice, that jiltfaoogh the Gaxette of the 
United States has beenconftantly railing at Rando^h, y«t nodeni* 
^ has ever appeared as to the accuracy of the paiikges above quoted. 
Jt is BO wonder that, after fuch difcoveries, the party hate him. 
They ibmetimes harp upon his iliJe. tt i» at leaff far fupertor to 
that ef Mr. Feniio's anxiUariett If Randolph i$ not ibraente, fo 
terfe, fo critical, and fo brilKant, as Thoaai Jelferfoo, ytt^ 10 hit 
printed corcefpondence with Haninaond, he wHtes like a mtt who 
•eant well^ a^ who feb ki the wrongs of his coontty. 
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ttoroiigh both hoofed, was approved bfy the prcfi- ' 
dent. Xbis approb^ion is au infijgnijScaiit form . The; 
word lajvs, a$:wdl a^ thebcft opesj.haiej^^r fcvc 
ral years paft, conftantly received the prefident's I 
^fSi?nati.ve. jn^^U^ cafes of ipaportance, however^ 
bis will '^ prcyiqufly underftood and ftri<ftly obey- 
ed by a majarijty of the Senate, There may have 
been one or two exceptions to this rule, but xiomc 
far.a coniide^s^)le^ ti^ In. the cafe of Madifan's 
firft reiblotion, and of Mr. Clarke's bill for proM- \ 
bitipg c^mmer^ial intercourfe >vith; England, the I 
i^anate were, indeed, equally divided, and the c^ \ 
ting vote of Mr^ Adams negatived both. But here \ \ 
it tnuft befappofed, that Mr, Waftiington had kept 
b4a^lf in fafpeiwc. He had only juft parted with 
Jcffcrfon, and Hamilton was not yet completely 
fix^ed in the faddle^ .When the latter fa A c^me to 
be known, every/Jr^Rfrtf/meafure was bolted throygjn 
by a large m^ority. After all, when two legifla- 
tivc bodies have agreed to a law, it is below Jtheir 
dignity to enquire for the opinion of any fm^Ip * 
man. , By the conftitution, a prefident who wiifhes 
to be troublefpiac, can raife confidei^able confufion. , 
If he refufes approbation, the law is fent back to 
Congrefs ; and, unlefs two-thirds of each hotjfc 
fhall afterwards agree to it, the law becomes void. 
It is very t feldom that fo great a majority unites 
upon an important meafure. The Senate confifts^ 
at prefent, of thirty-two members ; and, by this 
plaufe of the conftitution, Mr. Adams, fupportcd' 
by eleven fenators, being more than one-third of tlie 
Whole number, cpuld prevent the pafling of any 
bill which he did not like. Thus the veto of twelve 
perfons,who are not wifer or better than their neigh- 
bours, might in every inftancc ovcrweigh the whole 
Houfe of Reprefentatives, though fupported by 
twenty-Qjoe fepators. This is one of the miftakcs 
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in oar conftitution* if the citizens of Amcricai 
tould, like the beeS) create an animal of faculties fb-* 
I?crior ^jjpheir own, this veto^ might be nfefol. Sut 
in the late and preientxneldiocrity^of prefidential ta- 
lentS) it is at beft an cxpenfivc cxcx^ncc. Xliis 
fabfcription of the laws, and a ^tHffiiig or i^Ham- 
matory ipeeehat the opening of each fembn of Coti- 
grefs, is almoft the only real duty thit a prefident 
has to perform. The bufinefi ot ftatc is divided 
among three fecrctaries, and we underftatid from 
Randolph th^ Mr. Wafhington tiftid to hold « 
meeting with them on interefting points, a^ decide 
by the opinion of the majority. AUtbis is no great 
matter. JareJ Ingcrfbl, or the fecretkry of the 
jftate of Pennfylvania, or any connfellor of eijual 
talents, would do the bufineis fully as well) and 
think himfdf handfbmely paid with an ' annual fee 
ofathbufand dollars^. 



* The accoaot in^t ftand thus : 

ilW UNITED STATES, D9* 

To my trouble in writing and reading to the tvolwii/cfof 
congrefsa fpccch againft democratic rocietieBf or ag&inft tb« 
citizens of the Amth weftem frontier, Or agatnft a«>tW 
fpeech naadc by a member of the Fiencb direftory^oc 
concerning my friendfliip with John Watts and Doublc- 
bekd, or in praife of the gallant army who carried off one 
fcalf pf the pots and pans of the four wcftern counties of 
Pennfylvania, and who burnt cVcry rail fence wttUa their 
]«ach> - -.1 •.-'*• * 

ITO my fecrutary for a clean copy of ditto fpecch, - , - . , , 
To my trouble in approving of fixty adU of congrefe, dur- 
ing laft fcffion, at five dollars each, - ' - 
To my fecretary, for announciag thefamc totfce two hottfiss» 

at twenty-five cents each, 
For my attendance to count the votes. 6f the triumvirate 
mi«iftry, once a ^eek, during .fifty-two weeks, at eijeh^ 
dollars per time,' - • " . 

To a complete fct of Cobb^tV Gaaette, of the Minerva, of 
< the Col^mhiad Ccntioeli of the Gazette of the United . 
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..-^ On^ the 9tb Qf -: Febi^uary, was pecCctkted the n)^-* 
morial abovo inferred from tbq fnuff-xnakers of 
Pihi^adelpfau* :Tt^ of which they compl^ineii 
cxe^plili^|;heretnarkof Moi)taigne, that ^^ there if 
.*^ jROthing fo commonly or fo grofsly faulty as,fA«r 
?* laws.'' The firft of Jthp two. ftat'Utes ia qucftion 
required the* performance of iinpofilbilities. For 
inftance, the fiiu^ maker was to £wear to^ daily yonx^ 
pal of the fn\iir grinded. To be able to doib hi^ 
uvuft havetaken 4own bis i^ill at the end of every 
4|iy's MTork, and another entire day wasre()ui(itefor 
putting it again in order. Thus between taking down 
^md /<ttfng ^f J the fnuiF-^maker would have fpent 
four or five da3rs in the wccjt in hard work, with- 
out grinding one ounce of fiiufF. Mr. Thomas Lei* 
:pcis:j and his fellow {uflcrers, had not logic enough 
to .convince Mr. Hamilton, Mr^ Sedgwick, and Dr. 
Smith, of this rule producing ehardihip. Other 
clauies were equally ftupid, o|^reflive, and imprac- 
ticable. A ruinous cxcife on refined fugar manu- 
faAured in America had been blended in the fame 
law with fnuff, and it ftill remains in force. In a 
jproof (beet oif th^y^r/ hiftpry ofexcife^ it Was fta- 

Brought over, 761 
StateSf and of the works of Meffrs. Harper aod Cobbet> 
to be reforted to lbroccafionaHhfortnatk>kiy • • ia« 

To my trouble in figning rocaUsi and aj^sotntments of fqr* 

«ign anibaQador^ e.g.. the recdl of m for) from Holland, 

for which he had received an outfit bt nioe thoufand doL 

larsi to mf trbuUe^ at the £uQe time« in a^x>inting him 

' atfetbafiador to Porttigali suth a fecond outfit of nine thou* 

' (add dollan, of recalling him within £% wcd^s^ and fend- 
ing him to Bpilin»^ with a third outfit of nine thoafand 
ddiarSyOverand above his falariedy * { - ' ito 

•To my lofsof time in bowing on tke^reet to the addt- 
ticmal acquaioaocei whom I have acquired j£or/ my ap- 
pointment) ^ - , . . . 19 

Total d^Ui* 1000 
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Jed that, aft6i*p*y!ingtlic*dut)r, iVterd ^cftiFtf ftitVc. 
main to the rcfincl»5 6f fagaf mofc than a clear pro- 
fit of five percent, tipon the capital ^embarked in 
their biifincfe. This tfrcuriiftanc^i was related ort 
Ihe authority pffomeof the princfpa! manuiaftu- 
rcrs in Philadelphia.*' "Batvi>tt' a revifal, they chbfS 
to ftrike ft o«t^6£«]fe ^i^iffiH6«ibnV-»(¥i W^ 
fnj^t.alarm^fli^if correfpondientSj Jtridlnjtfretbe ge^ 
trcr^l intcreft eif the t'tatlc. • This was in the fall of 
i795'l Matters have' certairtiyt«eii'impr6ved, or 
effe the maniifad:ure mdft hav6 ftopt^ as that of 
fhitfF aftuatly did. ' The fugar boilers coiild havd 
jtotTix per cdnt. For their money in the common 
'ratebfintereft,and*teri times that ITrin fi^oiii an ex- 
porting flour merchant, t n>'; >; 

One woufd beapt to believe thSt ^tfiderdfracrri' 
'Bers of Congfefi? warited tb?'"dcfh-py*aitbge|ther A 
Vican matiufaftur^^ Thepapej''mbr]tey'fyftem is 
chieflytheirs? '' TweBty milKohs df dollars, fabri- 
cated out of ol(3 rags, are nbw circulating about 
the continent. Of thdc, ten mfllions belong to the 
b^nic of the United States. The total dividend of 
all tliefc banks, as'f6atedinCohgrdfs'f>y I>r; Smith 
and Mr. Gallatin^ comes to two millions of dollars 
pel- annum. //tlic fxpcHces ^ojfi^^ can 

Aardly. be Icfs than .five hwDdr©4' thotifand dollars 
more. This enormoirs tax, for juft'notbing at all, 
and the fcrppholous abundance of ftiqney produced 
by the bank, capitals, have tended extremely to im- 
pede the progress . of American, manufa'^biures . 
Though not* the fole cshife^ they h'ave yet been 
^ijiong the chief caafes t^^t t-aljfe'tjhe'^^ages of la> 
bour in [America ib extrava^n^ beypndits price 
in Europe. Some jieaderfe of the fedcralparty pot 
Ibfs extenfive conceoisin the bank of the United 
jStates. But the maturity of x^mericanmanufaftures 
never can arrive, till wages fell, and that muft 
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b^e preteied tsjr a ' rediiAibn idf tto ' fM& of pftffef I 
Hcttce theJtc leaders wUh to eocour^ge tht import«f» 
tion of ftdttfib goo^; The ifi6rchants whosim^dff 
them, fliUb, and whb,* ingetic^iilf' iteieft Ai»tric«i 
Hvalfbipv^re to ^ci^ft^tit babil^'^f difcounting at 
tile batiks, and it is of confequencd to favour fuclii 
i^ioable ccilbdtivst<ft; ^Thefeobv^oos motive tbnd 
t0«iake the fed^^r commandetS' anlddoS' ^rtlMt 
eloftft conn^^lbn'^ttih England. The tBmt ibalft 
df • tt}«gl!ltIeh^;lea^^^ ^ ^tior tlgi f'rdfwfcQ 

ttillt^bg v^hdm pkp^ cfirtency* faai^ al#ay& been d^ 
fif^d. Hence, among other reaions^ we find their 
timfkaMt- ih^UtM,im to revile FVaiic^% f Heoef 
their ent^ft^i^ic 'zed, fiir the c<mipletibn of Ja^ 
treaty to which the-^utmar df Cotigr^ hath )}o# 
bi*6tightus. :.v.>/'c.i.A' t'^ ••: ;». o . .;..^. .-'r-.v 
Nothing that excited general UttMtioti detittrid 
ih Ctogrei^ from the trial of iWndatl till the m^ 
S!4Earch. On^^at day, thcf Prdldent'ibnt a meflage 
to each hbuieiniWMkig them tKat ri(tifications 4»f 
tiie^J^itiih treaty had been exdhanged at London^ 
on the i8tb of Oabfecr, f7^^/ ** I hive HMeikii 
^* thefaimet* tjet^rtnlg^ifcd*/' added the Prcfi- 
jfen^,^ ^^ ahd hereWiilh-tndnfMir'a e^y t^oreof for 
^^•ti^mfhrmatiin pfebnptf^.^^ Thili ^» dearlj^ 
fift* ftyle of a pi!ibK^ offitce^, ytif6 ee^nftdi^red bis ath^ 
thdi^tyoA thispbiitt,' is Ihdepdf^de^ft^^ad* unqtre^ 

. :.f. iCtttiifeo^ lA lu0 - lA^My of Elmd)etb» took i^* p^ 44l» Iiha 
thtCe words. « Tke Fit^h^5Tj';«(^^<yi A^^^>>tf<^^^' k oiwe aa« 
•* nq)^ed to tbc frown of Eran^wi, doth.infepfirAbly adhere to it foir-i 
<* *vei^:*^ Tfii^ vwdicatea ifHc Wpublicaxjs frpm tt fufpkion of iimoya- 
liBfi^^hf^ tliey refefef<^reAore^eLovrG6i|H<fiar tb^the^tof« 
' DuHiqr. the tuni c^tbeiBNd^l^ Idtgotf, Sttziltsdl wai» idirned 1i9 
attMbtt^fOaqqteft 9f*Pic^4y imd Norip«nd)f.. .*' $he heard it^" 
6]j;8 Camden,' «. with regr^ and diflikc, ^nd rejcGcd u with mum 
•^indfgniation, (ajing, nuh^fmier theiatd^ bJTthikiu^dBmdfBriBM 
«« f«ffif/^, // wi//, uMhubHdlji be the eve c/ the defint&im ef£n^ii\ 
Ibid* p. 444* 
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. 3>equir^ hy. the cQnftitutiod.: He had&ieOed aii 
if:be,4bftU: it|0fl4aat€, wd ipy md wi* ,tl3iciii<}yioc 

«fto*lgl:^: to: ac^»icf<^6::ia ^ .^hp ri9ftp<»0tfn«»tt 5vit|i^« 

^fU^iand^tto^ 19 the piirti^ulwjid^flibiofiW^JAe- 
^ry ,;Qoi|ioiurMc^tiofts- wkh,.tJ^^ffl, rjI^f^^v.^j^^^Q 
way, comes out, as before obicrvcd,* ^Pte^Kidfiacc; 
b€-fej?pt«rii(y:lt9^wr4$ Gejiet y,^y^Wf4Hk^too.ca\x] d 
^VtiogfKVAXf S^AbfAq,Fr/C?afh;fffiyj€iy^} bftcauiiijthc 

uedcrfl;aindc>osi0' %€^ of ^srdftri?ia*9B§»^ .* jTi?«iu5^fir 
wuWx t^Uing;thc r^publiG tjUaftjJfeircjeftcd th^ir 

^Wflu5,,aj»0r9fiwg|^S^«i;oTtiw*it^rtc ^er 

fijQh.fepWf^fgiarid con]Cprapjbe<»wr,««*5 ^^^^ 
4>«akwitb;t«wp»?jr?>lawt(ih?.w .Freii^lp^P 

a»y!ca9\«fi:;bfi?ij?^dkljrated fGHii\pp^ncp.j .and it 
can leaft of all be expeftedin the midfl of a blaze 
•f vii^Fiea^' !«(?Ucbii?ediftefielii&riy» afidnHaanibal 
to'the rank and fflt;^f'coni|«erdw;i'^^'»i'' " 
:^,..Frfmt^^S;,d|gr^bii Wegrf^^j^tb Jay; 'Rec^l- 
yiog,ordei?sife'fl»^iHePrefii3fei^^^ 
^ Ch^ Srtrate, Ke^i^eift to Eln^M^tUnd ira]n>dd)^rin^a* 
tyi ptilts yrivalhei^c, the Sr^ 

f Supra chap. 3. ,^ • ^j. ..i ../ 
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topk the Whole btirden upon themfelves ; and ^c^ 
ther Jay obeyed his inftruft ions, or broke them,Wai i 

a cjuedipn entirely between himftflf and the V^tf^ I 

dent, from* whom eo^clufively heacccpteddf thfemi ! 

The Senate had,*>b^rehand, reiSgned all right of 
thinking upon the fubjeft. They poflcfled • no fu*i 
turc; title to call fer the initrtiftions. The fit tinrc " ' 

for that demand had paffed away*- - If* the treaty 
* proved t» be' ti' good pintr, it was quite a ftivoloof 
e^Otty^ wft^ether-rthe Inftrudions^ Were right ofc 
^^Qng« If it was bad, the trefident flood in the 
gap^ and they cotrifd difappoint all biid effe^s ^^ 
rejeflionv They approved of t*ite' whole treaty/ 
one article excq>ted. k t^ra^, ther^after^ tatafied by 
the i?relid<ait* i H^ere ithe cbaraftti' of thcfe two 
l^ail^fe'l^' or Jridiei^ bf thefe two fprigs from thcf 

There does not appear any folid reafon why tlie 
Fi^fidait^ inthefcqvfel, fubmitted Jay*Sinftru«:ions 
tb the S^atei rafter t^e treaty had* been ratified. 
The^rily tSaie fw^fiwrh ^ comm\«ic»tiort wa§ bci 
forevjiy failed for^Eri^ancIi 'The inftrument coiiltf 
Qnly/ftfllftdor ftili^y not by the tenor ofvthe-ijaftr'uc- 
tioils, but by its own intrlnOc value. The tardV 
pixjdu^ftioa of Jajr's ^orders refeihbled a Chinelc 
morriage. The lover, it lis- faid, do«« not! ^ce his' 
miftrefs tilLafker the wedding, but has leave to fencT 
herhome again^if he does>n<>t likehcr* TheFrc- 
fident. could onfy* ftnd this paper as a matter of cf^ 
vility. The Senate, hid loft their right of caKing 
for the iirftruftions. ^ They had not even a decfciit^ - 
pretence to have challenged Jay. He a&ed as pri*' 
vate agent to Mr* Waibington^ and the Senate had^^ 
in plain juflice, . no more^to do tvith hkn , than thft' 
Prcfident had with his.iecretaj>y, Mr. Trumbal. ' 
' B»t ikrthcp, Jay was, upon a different ground^* 
placed beyond this reads of pdribaal ;Q3aa&qMm^:J 
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A4#iKKigtM; he 4die4 with t^wildeft deyUiti«« 
frtim his ^r4erf^ .y^t he neither ctid npr could 
jdq any thixig ^|i«fL*! If the Prefide^t dlli^proved 
pfthetreiity, ftUJL he bwl only to peliift i|. Ho 
coiild l^ave (ept Gr^nyiUe ^ccfiyof bis inilruAiom 
to eviaee that Jay. bad entirely contrj^di^ed them* 
Tbis mufl bave beea a full apology for his negatl-- 
viagtlie treaty^ w I 

Th^rc {):ill. remained onflpohitr^f vieW(iji wUd^ 
Jay ; might be regarded 9$ refpo«6jble^ jSi^^fi^fiQle 
that, while he <:^ried on a i^egQcia^ioD pontrwy to 
the ifdrit of hi^;orders, the rc^^Stiive . condition of the 
twa parties bad. ^tjpred^ that Britain had become 
(bcopgei^) aiid Amarica weaker, or tb^fomecbange 
In the. condition' 9tf a thiird pf^ hzA ftQ^h^d a 
fimtilar eiFe&. In: tliat cafe, thp^ IHfcAiib of {iepro- 
fen^tives might hav^addrefled the ?av^ in terms 
lil^^tb^fe; 

. V It is troe that yon aAdd^ animtned^te agttiC 
'^ for the Pre/identythat he vbadiegai authority to 1 
V. employ yoi^, md that hc» along with the Senate, ' 
S^b«^* tftke*! niioii bi»fcl£ thfc tf«aljifc4i0nfibUi^ for | 
% V^wi oondua. Ifij common matuts. an cWploy tr» 
^^ by vindicating; his fiigtfnt,: comflHtfly.ccruets km 
^\fr<m enquir)$ / but, in youraffidr^ there ia iome* 
^' tjbirigpa<:tifinterito.i)Oif^ WcArfrw^ that .you 
^t difoheyedyonf orders^ that you treacterouiiy en- 
^i^t;ang}0d thc.Ptefident.in a bargail^ for which yon 
V^.badaopiowerSf. and that ^jroatlmd fotftited that 
^^ itapunity annextfd to the cfaanuder of itt^ agent. 
*F Hei*eocivedyona: produ^lon witfaihrery Reeling of 
^1 ftame^ of alarm, and indignation.. AgneeaUe to 
^f h^ be affirmbled.tbe Senate ;^ »d they and be fuc- 
V.:flcfliVely i:alifibd the twaty^ under the dread that 
^^ ifthey rej^£2rddit^;tibeic perfidicms apd formidable 
** ewmy would pervert their refufal into a.^preteDce 
^' ISw dtfcliuang iiraxw iSpftanding tho ^safir^ m^ti con^ 
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^y tend thit in (abftabtu> equity, you have ilbtfbeen 
*^ the agent of Mr. Waftringtan, but of lord Grciii^ 
^^ ville ; and that the cdmpidfive .operation:created 
*' by your perfidy dn thejuindsbf the Senate and 

V Pjrdident, tran^rred the conftitutional reiponfi-' 
*' bility frditt them ' to yod.' The charges her©- 
^^ made againfl: you are matters ofdrongAifpicion, 
^' but not of <5Crtainty. We arc in want of evi* 

V dencc either to- fopport or toirefutethem. We 
^^can only get tha^ evidence by reforting to ymii^ 
*^ inftruAionsy for you can onXyhe impeached on the 
^* head ofhavingldiibbeyedthemv^amd of your difb- 
^^ dienee having thereafter (hackled the delibera- 
** tions of the Prefidcnt and Senate. For the pur«* 
*' pofe of aft^ertaining your guilt or innocence^ 
*^ we are going^ to folicit the Prefident. He iia* 
" fent thefo papery to the Senate. He cannot, 
* ' thereibrei, in common civility, or even decency^ 
*^ ddny oQf Tcqndl. Vet wb have no conftltutiei^ 
" al right of d^^ttanding the paper. The power of 
*^ making tr^atkr has- b^en et^cldfivdty and jointly 
^' veiled in the Senate and in hitai. - No* part of 
*f the cbttftitutioTa iNft^i^Qittt thkt he ihould eicplain 
^^ to oar hbufe his -motives, or divulge, unle& by 
** his owa ftee will, your inftrudions and fabfefqueat 
^' correlpondenoe; ffhe withholds Ihefe means of 
^^ itiibrmatlon and Impeachment^ we can only grum- 
^' bte into filencd, and blulh at tW6 contemptible m- 
*' cenfe of adulation that, for feven years paft, we 
" have piled on the altar of Mount Vernon/' 

TCIne above is apprehended to contains funnmary 
ofthe argutebnts that might have been employed in 
favour of impeaching Jay. The ftrefi lies on al^ 
certalning that the Prefident difliked the treaty, and 
gave it a relu^ant ratification. On this point, jUn* 
dolph aflfords a copious evidence. " Myopinion,*' 
fays JMr. Waihington, ^^ reipcfting the treaty^ is 
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^^ the &mcn6w thBt it iK^i^±hitds^ notify 
^^ toitybat ttiat it is better to. ratify it in the man- 
** jocf the Senate; have: adyifed, than to fuffer matters 
*' to remain, as they are, unfetled.— I .find endea- 
*^ vonrs are not wiintingto place it in ^^//ffeb&jodiorrs 
M points of vicwr of which it ia iiilcqitKiblc, ^ and irr 
*^ fame, which itwijl not admit/' [This is plain 
enoeu^.] ^I have never, fince I. have .been iti the 
♦' admiciftration of ,thc govenime«t,/ifejen a crifis, 
^^ which in my judgment has been ib pregnant of 
'* intcrcfting eventSf nor one 'from: i^hich more is 
*' to be .appreheodM*" .\vhethei?i viewed oh i&nejSak' 
^^ or tipc o/>i<?r.— -Scarfcely a day pafled^that he (the 
^i Prefident)did jiot:^j»«*f^ri«^tf ^«?««y.o^e(af&itf fa it ; 
*^- ol^cftions going not onty to the icoulmercial part,' 
*^::hut*aIfo to the Canada articlei-r-to,tbe iraiifiion 
*^SofiComp^nfatian for "the negroes tand property 
*^' pl(li>dered, and tofdmf^otii^r.pftirtftio^lfiffe.confe-- 
": qwn«:ft."» It would be ufciefeto heap up farther 
Simony th^ the Prefidei?t diiapprav^d of Jay and 
his tfcaty, ^fiifcthat. he agrecd?tait onJy^to prercDt 
fi>merWorA{coi^queiic^<, : " - /i '. . " 

.H^v&g:fettfted this pointy we i»rocQ^.'Witli the 
loUrQal: of ^hc. Rcprefcnt^tivcs. .Oil: ttoe jjix of 
Mapch, i/96,'thc houfe;took up a: refbtutiettiiAo-^ 
yed by Mr, LivingCbon- It w« indl)»^ r:W<)rds : 
, S^^Refbtued, tji^tt^ie Prfifident of the United Slates 
*5 be; rcqueftedi^ lay befAt!ea^r)iQHfe,4 eopybf the 
*< inftruaions t<:^ the mifiift^r of.^c United States 
" wha ncgQci^cd the treaty withthfe kii|gaf<5rcat 
^ Britain>cpma|u»vc5*edby l^smeflagieof thefirft of 
*f IVtacch, together with the correj^^dciacie and o-, 
*• ih?^ documents relative to the feid treaty, cxcept- 
"ing fuch of faid papers as any e:^i(Hng negocijation. 
*1 way render injproper to be xlifclgftd/^, . As one 
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Tt^f0n &r this moflbri, Mr. LivioO^loo-^dthatt 
thfltpffdviAioa of tbe.pj^jCTs wpuld iiptcrsiinfe thor 
bpufo.Whcther /I Wiiiiipwcbmcpt; would bdidcerai^: 

V-e4 advifrtblc^^'^ iBut hip ><hicf r^afon j^M.f^^- 

" k diTcretioiiary powder of carry tng.thc treaty into: 
* ' eff^iSfc, -or; r<?f ufmg » it tlj^ ^ fafiftiqn * To. goide. 
*/ tbcmiyxvW.eqU^tened determination ?istifar.tteb 
*^p<iijit,.the>pirpcrfr arern^p^ffafy,; th^y w5ojiJd,cciH» 
^ ' tainly throw light upQi* jthf3 Sl?j^>r and. toablc? 
';^ tiic hQiifc^tQ-dcfe^miqewbf^h thc{' treaty was > 
^'^<A:al^,tibafrTi6 p^ght io ; htj^m^ into efficAf /^ ' 

He. did ml ifpeaik / e^saiSUy i^l^t*: be thought* .. Tlie 
pa]p$rs c^Uedifor :^p|d^]|i'Qjt^.i^en.eedfpl tp£i^^4^itfa& 
dcternibij^ti^^.Of M^ houfc> as. jto ^l^theyotfar^ 
f]^AV|ld i^ftion *h!P .treMyy:^-notbing but its indt* 
Vijduairater-itsxicowldsdftcidfe ffxs^pr.^^ak^Mi'y Butp 

fore this time^ had virtually, tbawgH- ,nof /OsfficjalljjB' * 

fee&tlWiao '^ftpM4b«ll ljdiag..for.&mctilB^on 
thc.t^bk ^tb^:%ftat'e.:\|^y; IWpr'^^taljIi^WrfcaA 
gone up flaifsf ajidij^^d; tbcsjQ^oWiA fiv^r'^ifeirtbeR 
was: wqwin^i mth . ihi^. ■ Pflfc|ki:i» ^f their coitff^ts;^ 
^e)aoc^ th^^oiUd not feewwtcdi^ . 

its ; fate relied: <?i}i>f4c>m>di^^^ <-.{?., 

Mr . l#ivlng{fe>fl ilwl]? fc«wr*te^f*i^tmer irea^ 
for iiwiitiag,tb>pipaj>^rS'vrWif Uaeft: /?qn»|iy follow* 
lie kneif ^ or: fee^ irell - migbt^ i fraye kfid^vQ, fhat' «ti> 
impe^ohmifnt )^as ., not^, ^^^i^^, r^SPb ftqij^* of 
the debates difcovered the real fenlc of his party. 
The 4>ro|ca of riinpcachtecWk Wai>but ' rardy .'and 
faintlJrofl^U •upen.' . ^Butthfl? ^ctnotradcal jrfcm- 
\€x% fta^otj^cr. arit^i/gpod'xjfi^ij^ o&i 
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flcial cwnmunkatiM ^of the inftni£k!oiis;. 'this 
would htve fixed tbe perfidy of Jay in depgrting 
from them. Pop1:il&r tefentmcfA at bis behaviour 
woold have rtfentb the higheft pitch. ' His alledged 
preceptor, Mr« Hamilton, would have been involved 
ip Che clamour. Tbetreaty mtift; on fteOi grounds, 
ItoLve become an objeft of jealoufy and d)%^ ; and 
tfaisiaddltlon to the^^^eo of in enemki wasto have 
€ofared, in th^flloiffe of R^p^efentarivei) a refufal 
of money for its folfihii^m. » '\*^ ^^ • 
r By an litipedchmoflt of ' Jay, nothing, ib common 
fbnfe, conM be exjyoaed, but ki\ e^dnaim w^fte of 
tame and of congreflional wage»,^a pe^i^idot}^ and 
endlefs delay in the roiittoe of private Ini^ei^ and 
ioally, a triumphant dcqnifal>6f the envbyw It) de- 
fiasoe of all imaginiible teftimonyvtho^Britift Irea- 
^ majority iii the Senate were fnre to havfe prd- 
Qtmnced bim gttilfle&i* look at their cndt-u^nof 
Albert Galktih^^t th<sif fi^i^temal fim\»^ie bf M^iT. 
Guno-am^MatuidU-' ^ -^ "• i^^J ^'"^''^' ^'•' ■ • 
f Tb«ir^pp6ad^sthk*MlP. LlV^iftgft^n cctoM^^^ 
t>r* nothing fbom an imp^achmenf, and Ife « <V\Ulc 
neeitedrvhe inftriiAf6n$*4b c6yt!pl^tis:hhl-dpi&ion of 
tbe treaty. 7Aiz/^ opinion hidbeenl6^^(in€($ matu- 
red. ItisdtAdiilrto^iq^l^^fmiliiig'Whtov^per- 
MUean InteHigeift legifl^tor ftaxiding up, arid give- 
ing all reafons but tfhit reai<Aie) Itt d€feftt:e of bis re^ 
fblntidHA The dbb^tei^eidl^ ^^Itli^ome ihtervals, 
Sr^sAtik rtbttfMarch^to the 7th ofApfll^ both ift^ 
elufive^ add the rep<^rtd4SGUpies^ thl^fc himdr<^d and 
iBig]fcty-4bt db& print^d^o^vo pages . This is the 

• . 'f ^i'\ '.' Ov/;r u. ;; c -. » - ^ *■' ^i- ' ..../.: .'^.^ . 
I fills fbo deUtB of.tb« lift:^ Mstd^, SdnWilliafuebfenrea 
that <fTo{ theif^t af.^tett;'wi)ek.8« any nMmber; of^^at hpcife 
^ might have fcen tbewi" . Bicb/5j viol j. p« «l6, , P«l the grrat lofs 
iHs; drat ni^ member could; tl^om fiich lisfpcflteif, ttWufc to ^uou 
them in the Houfe of Reprefentauvei^ He wouW hare been cal- 
led to orderitodofaHgedko fit dowi^ 'I "' 
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American mo<ic of managing le^ative debates* 

In a Britifli Houffc of 'Cbnainons^' tlie queftiori could 

hardly have been protfafttd bCydnd iix o'clock oi^ 

af^cbnd morftihg^V ... ! ' '' ' " 

.1 Mr.' WilUarii Lym^n tbfe rifekt aftei-Mr. Livirtjf* 

fton. He ^efch'd^cd '^hfe refo^ Onbofbis-ar^ 

gumerits was, tKat pqllibly tbdyaiim*' ittight throV 

*'' fuch light as tb product a vtrry great degrci^of 

";iiftahimity relative tb that . iiiftf lnhfefi^ (viz. the 

^' treaty). SucH circu^riiftanct^ jta^ poffibly b6v 

** difciofed aSto recdncile thofe iiow oppbfeti jo it> 

S^ and, who might othqrwife remain irreconcilable^ 

*^ l^tiic fcfolutiop tehdea^ to tlilk bbjc^t it. Was 

*' eiFeftirig a valuable '|)urpbiV/^^'-Mr>)L;yman heH 

the treaty \& ttot6fi6Us d<t^ftati6ii^ fb' that thi* 

argiiiKent wa^ hierc,h]jfikicritltal tenting. „TWe 

unanimity Wliich'he defired ajbd 'expeAed fh)m a 

produ'ftiohbf the J>apert Wte not/^r the treaty, but 

agaifijl it* As to 'impeachiMnt, Mr. tjjrtnan ii)oke 

iiot on<i Word * Mr '■. Giles on the fame fide; foUow- 

ad. '' Hediidnbt Ccintemplate iippeacHnieht " .as the 

^* ptdtnibl^ ifluej but the inforiflitioff might tcridj 

*' perhaps, to reconcile tticffe now ftV^rJfe tb the Itt-^ 

•^^ ftrumtint/^ ^ This gbiitlcman fpokc with a^ itttle 

fioc^ity as the, two former* ,Wc may obferve 

feow very fbon. the Madifopians begaii tb^Ife awajr 

from their impfeachmwt. .i ,u . 

Mr* Morrajf fiicceededMri Giles* ' He ot>po&d 
th(5 refolutiofj. "He denied the right 'c^^ 
^ Intermeddle $a treaties,. unlei^ti^efeVeri alled^ 
%ftAtoht^nnc(mftituHaiiul, He ^lifs^fted the general 
iriipolfcy of expofihg fecrrts of ftate; Mr* Murray 
is a mcidpr^tc arid ienfible fpeak^t*; but, with UH 
his Ibndnefs for fecrccy, he would ^ert^inly hay^ 
voted /of* the rcfoltitiob, if itsre^f d^ft had bcea 
to promote the fuccejg of the fTGi^ty. ^ 
, MrvBuck,^3flptWr^^^^ ftflit 

fide, ^^ b\)t not firoman apprebeaAon tibat the p#* 

R t 
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** pers referred to will not bear the piiblU/irutiny^ 
". or fi*oin a bclieFthat there would be thelcaft rc- 
^^ luftance on the part of the executive to deliver 
*/ themM** Here the firft fentencepf^ Mr. Buck's ha- 
rangue contained two direft untruths. Hekigievi^ that 
the papers Vaald not* hearfefuiiny*. He kh^w, iBj,nd 
mnd £o did every pbrfon in the lioufe, that Mr. 
Wafliio^oixwou^d oe aihamed atidiinwilling. to give 
thjcm up.^^t was for thefe very realbns, which Mr. 
Buck fet (int vv^Iflx difowiiihg, that he oppofed tlie 
i-e&lution. , , ^ 

y Ttus t^c combatants 4ent on. iThey ihterpiirfed 
muc^exiraaeous matter^v^ith pretended arg^um^nts 
pneach (Ide^whiclH as.inthe five cafes already cited, 
tiic orator hini^fclfl held in fbvereign cdhtempt, and 
which every map who heard iiim Icnew that he de- 
(plfed. Same'fpe^chcs (Jcferved a better charailer, 
but the limits of tliis volume do hot permit farther 
Ci*iticiim* At aJfuturetime^it maybe convenient and 
inftruiJiive to trace the oUiqiiitTes of cong^eiHoi^ai 
c^ucuflion* .The pompous petulance ancf Z/caribt- 
UJcc. malignity of BucJkt, ^tlie plauilble ftupidity and 
feif-impwtwit ignorance of Sedgwrick, the pregnant 

• SncH astlijp twocatds uponiinprcflmeiit..Si3i5i^ chap. J. ^ Was 
Mi fabkrioifrrii that 'iMjhnJu <X our firirbrt have heaa occafidballjr 
<f cnflaved by the imprefs tyranny. Of theBiiofii^variniditf Qr» 




soft J 
\ •< ttaSl HiV vktf ireJKling>'» as Dr. Wa^« fay*, Oli |«ftpfctef> 
4>6th: ^ {td-mfe- loal Hftfitieri Ja confideoSk cbeiKft whtdi^has ap- 
^pcvfdcj)hpif)R9jay.ofaj|aipft \Asxu €an4id» clegantt comprcben- 
^ve^ond concifiBt i^s hocuracy grati£eVthfc,mofl informed^ while Its 
pc'rQttcoify'corivirfce^ the |3feincft reader. Yet Mr. Dallas has a ma- 
terial defeA< tlis txUtisifi rtfeive and delieacy 'Uteentiitly cafi zwsf 
Upon fueh ^neibin a» Yfilcp<^/We)»fenrOurtHi^> and CamiJIus, od 
the ftupid maligniiy too fr^uentinMr.Fenoo's Gazettej and on (he 
jiUijwatc brutality of t*fe Colombian Ceht^nel, * 

^' f ^ mort memoir 6ir this gentieman, ' tratiraa^edfrdA Vennonti 
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vacuity, an<J elegant loqufcity of Harper, often 
approaching to goo^l (enfij. yet almoil hi5ver get- 
ting up to it, hold out prominent materials for amti^ 
iing illuftratipn. But tlie number of 'relpeftable 
Ipeakers Was greatly fuperiorto that ot £lich phan- 
toms as thcfe. In general, a member of Congrefe 
hath fufficient prudence either to hold bis tongtle^ 
or to tell his fentiments in a way which does not 
make him ridiculous • 

On Xhurfday, the 24th of March, 17961 a divi- 
iton took place ma committee of the whole houffc 
on this refolutioti to call for Jay^s inftruftions and 
correlpondence. It pafled by fixty-pne voties againft 
thifty-eight. This was a majority unufual on great 
political queftions. When fome viftim who hafS 
been reduced to beggary by the late war, ot foijiit: 
French officer who neglefted to citll, in due time, 
for his arrears of pay, has the weaknefs to iblick 
Congrefi, a negative pafles with unanimity, or fom'e- 
thing like it. But in matters of high political im- 
port, the majority runs, for the moft part, very 
clofe. The refblution paft in the houfo by fixty- 
two votes againft thirty-fcveri. On the 2jrth of 
March, it wasprefented to the Prefident. On tikc 
30th, he fent ^ refufal of the papers. His mefTage 
mifquotcd and perverted the rcqueft of the houfe 
. into apofitive demand, and then pretended to refiife 
what had not been afkedt. Then- behaviour gttve 
Mr. Wafl^ington reafcn to dcfpifcthem. The de- 
bates that l^ed for eight, ten, or twenty days 
about an anfwer to his annual fpeech diflionoured 
the whole body. His refufal of the inftruftions 
^was to conceal the difobedittice of Jay, and his 
own tamenefs in bearing it. 

The majority of fixty-twp ought to have received 
the meflage with file^t dildain, and prohibited their, 

f Ste Amexican Amaiii Repgt r^ chap, si 
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c:kr|t from infcrting it oo the journals. Without 
pllendble intctfcreocc they ceuW have fcnt to prefs 
^ copy of the inftruftipns> Thefe would have dair- 
^d through the qewfpapcrs vrithtb^ velocity qf 
Jligjhtning. An abortive attempt; to cpnccaUhi^ p^- 
pcr mpfthave cnfuredits.univprf^ pcrufal, A vic- 
tory Xq t:bp pubjifljers was the natural confequcnce . 
Tl^c people would have relented the difobcdicpcc 
.pf Jay, the pufillanimous acquiefccncc pf the ]Prefi- 
dcnt, and l^isillrcpncerted fchew&^orfupprcflin|; in- 
formation^ While they fympatUize^l with the af- 
fronted reprcfeatativcs, a few well written cflays 
:snigh^ have loatured into cfFeftiye ifervicethie geri^i 
;0f indignation ; and the treaty *ai^ its aHl?s> hia(i 
.4unk into thp dufl. 

But tl^e majority pofiefled not one man with the 
refoqrceS) fifmqefs^ ancUftivity pf qploncl Ha^iiltpQ. 
The party feemed ftudious tp' difplay more thap 
4heir ufual inferiority of addrefs and bojdnefs.. Nc- 
-ycr was a critical mpment more i^iferably caft away. 
Infliead of a glowipg declaration that (hey: contem- 
tied the refufalj inftcad of fome ipirited \i^angvies 
tP animatc.thcir p^rtifaqs without doors, thrir tre- 
moloi^s and trimming meafurps towards a faftiqh 
whofe a^iimofities axe immortal, betrayed their to- 
tal wairt of «energy, dcpreifed their friends, encou- 
raged their enemies, and pavpd th^ way for theij 
own approaching dowx^fall. They did not perceive 
that the pi|iblip h^d become tired of tljefe de- 
bs^es, that farther haggling and wrangling would 
only increafe tha^ difguft, and. raijTe the menage to 
ao unmerited importance, > and t^at filent' coj^tempt 
was the plaitieft way to render it dcfpicabl?. 

On ^he 6th pf Apr4 tiyprfefolutipna* were brought 
forward. The meaning pf the |irft.>Y*as, that the 
5^ajority, if they could iiold thcmfclvcs togSether, 

S See thc^ in Baclie's Debates^ vol. u p.' 374-, 
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would rcftifd money for fulfilling jay^s treaty. The 
fecond implied, that when the houfedefired the cx-^ 
ecutivc to Ict'them have the inftmftions, they were 
not obliged to tell for what purpofe the paper was 
wanted. Madifon explained and enforced the re- 
fblutions with that faperior knowledge, ingenuity, 
^and eloquence', which have fo often Uluftrated and 
*adonied the tranfaftions of Congrefi. Next day, 
they were paft, ayes fifty-feven, noes thirty-five. 
They were not worth t>ne liarlf of the trouble 
which they coft. To illuminate and brace the minds 
*of the people it would have been bcttei- to propofe 
the ftriking twenty thoufand dollars from the prefi- 
dent's falary. Mr. Adams,' as a premium for his two 
Britifh negatives, might hav6 been rcftrifted to 
twelve dollars per day during the fitting of Con- 
grefs, This is the allowancie to a Ipeaker of the 
reprefentatives, a chairafter of mdre real uie, and 
who bears more aftual drudgery than the Senatef 
and their vice-prefidcnt put together. Such refb- 
lutions could not have been carried, but the bare 
propofal woiild have conveyed an important hint. 
A contraft might have been riin between an old 
foldicr with the palfy and fcvcn dollars and an half 
per annum, or his widow with ^x ragged children^ 
and Mrs. Washington goffipping for a whole evening 
at the national expence,with fifty or an hundred and 
fifty women, while fnnff-mills and fugar- bakeries 
were caft idle by the approbation of her hufband. 

Treaties had, within ^ fhort time, been cnte«u 
ed into by the United States with Britain, with Al* 
giersi with Spain, and with thofc Indians whom 
Wayne defeated at fort Mianiis. On the 13th of 
April, 179^6, Mr. Sedgwick moved a refolution 
that provMipn fiiould .be. piadc for carrying thefc 
treaties into cffeft. He meant that the boufe ought 
^o vote funts of money for that end, and-llkfs view 
^ bundling ti)c whodc four treaties into one reiblu* 
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4ion was that they might ftafid or faU together. 
Thisrefalutibn produced warm tjebates. Several 
macndiBents . were fuggefted aod's^ircuifed. Of 
thele a particular detail can hardly iiii^eft anordi- 
jiary reader. The whole proceedings have been 
minutely compiled by Mr. Bache, and d«j(ierye to 
be ftudied by every future candidate for a &at in 
Cbngfeis. For this place, it is enough to fet in one 
luminous point of view the a<£lual objc^s of the op- 
pofite parties. The news of the Span i Qx treaty had 
been received in America withuaiverfal exultation. 
It was to open the navigation of the weftern waters, 
of which the king of Spain had hitherto been the 
jailor. The Indian and Algerine treaties were ra- 
ther convenient than advantageous, but as their 
terms gave general fatisfai^ion, no doubt was en- 
tertained that money would be voted to fulfil them. 
A refiifalwas^ of neceflity, tofubjed the union to 
immediate piracy and war&re. But it was/ in all 
reQ^e^s, quite otherwife with the BritiQi treaty* A 
fcujerai and violent oppodtion had appeared againd 
it. A complexity of principles wasiuvoivcd in its 
difcuflion . Hitherto, moft reprcfentatWes had pro- 
leiTed to diflike it, and a delay, or even a re|e<(lion, 
conld not reaibnably be fuppofed to prpduce war, 
whe0| by the conqueft of Holland, the extirpation of 
ber armies in Europe and the Weft-Indies, the Tear* 
city of money, and the difcontent of her people, 
England was evidently daggering on the brinl: of 
jruin. 

The fchemeof the federal members wastobleiEid 
^hefe negociatioQS in one mais. Their .arguments 
and motives, when (Iript of the Iqqu^cious maf* 
^uerade common to both parties, mig^t ,be expref- 
4cd thus : 

" We have on the table before us foiir treaties. 
* ' Of tjpefe, three arc equally acceptahle to the whole 
^* houic i but you want to fulfil tbem^ and tQ rejcft 
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** the fourth. We are as dcfirous as you can be 
^* for fricncKhfp with Sipain, and foi'jpcace With Al^ 
^' giers and the Indians. But oui'Britifli treaty^ 
^'^ that yoa propofe to4elV;-oy, is of infinitely grea- 
*' ter importa^ice in our eyes than all the others col- 
^^ Iciftivcly, and the intercft and independence of our 
'.^ country into the bargain. Grenvillc has* advcf-' 
*' tod to ybu^ as American jacobins, and has aflu- 
*' red tlie tbad-eating Thomas Pinckney that a Brl- 
^* tifh army tfiall, if we reqiieft it, be fent over to 
*' crufh you. But if we rejeft this treaty, that aid 
*' cannot be expefted ; and that twilight of our po- 
** litical millenium fliall be forever extinguifhed, 
*' while £b fignal a defeat on the floor of Congrefs 
*' will give a mortal blow to the power which we at 
" prefent poflcfs. Mankind will' begin to think 
*' and adt about us with common fcnfc. They will 
^* dematid" d publication of the books of the treajiiry^ 
'^ They will no longer pay intereft for forty mil- 
" lions of dollars of domeftic debt to creditors, till 
" they {Hzllhzvclezrncdwho thefe people are i And 
*' whether WilUwa Smithy or Izard, or Hillhoufc, 
" or Sedgwick, ha^ waded fartbeft into the fuilds ? 
*^ This pirolpea Is terrible. To avert it we fliall 
" fall or ^ppquerby the fide ofthe treaty. If that 
^^ cannot tae carried, we ftiall rejoice in blocking 
** upth^Afiniffippijfn whetting the tomohawk, iii 
" glutting the pirates of Barbary ^ith the plu'rtdet 
"of our commerce." >, ,:. , ; 

The refolutioa was ncgaiivcd# The threi treaf 
ties were agreed to. Afecondferies of debates occur- 
red as to the granting of money for fulfilling Jay's 
treaty. This ended oil thcfirftTof May, 1796. The 
approprk^ds paft, in committee pf the wbole^^by 
the caftidg vote of the cbaifffiaa,"Mr. Muhlmbwg, 
the votes of itieihbers beirtg forty-tight on' eacll> 
fide. Iq tli'c houfe^ thjs apptppriatiou pail by fifty-> 
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one votes againfl; forty-eight. Some even of tliifr 
Harrow majority , declare J their entire difapproba^ 
tion of the treaty. The general zeal excited in its 
favour, and the probability that the fix fief eent. 
citadel of ConneQ:icut would liave burft iftto aftual 
rebellion*, were forcible rcafons .in favour of adop- 
tion. The multitude and' ftile of 't^^^ addteffes 
to Congrefs in its behalf were fufficieht td inake 
thoughtful members do libtful as to reje«5tingjt» Mr., 
Muhlenberg has been highly bUme^ ?or his vote on 
this queftion. By an uniform tenor of conduft, 
ilnce 1789, he hacj already ' offended the oppofite 
paity beyond all hope of forgiveriefs/ But on this 
emergency, he p;-eferred the ftcurity of internal 
peace, even to the approbation of his conftituents. 
He had candi41y fliated his ideas in feveral private 
meetings of niembers previous td the fipal vqte. - 
The IciTion rofe on the ift of June, 1796. Bri- 
tifli depredations did not, as had been fondly fore- 
told,, ccafe after thcappro'priatidns hid paft for the 
treaty. As one of its coniequences the Irench ber 
gah ibon after to dtflur\> Our trade. The v/eftern 
j pods were, however, 'dt:livercdu|i. The. general 

cleGion for.'Congrefi, and that fbr aPrefident, the 
aififer^nce between the Flrerteftiiitnifter and the Alne- 
ri can executive, were among the Chief events 
whkh occun:cd ^fill the next meeting of Congrefi, 

whiph was onthe cth' of December 1796. 

. . *> • f, 

• Sapra, cliap. ^d. S^c alfo, the fpiiit of feme people in rhaf fotc, 
in the America^ Annuii K^giftefi chap. 6cb. 



' ^< -'•••^ • >BR:R ATA..- ' .. ; 

*' On p. 164, 'third line -^1x1 ckc battom» fetid <4Lthe'Anittfican 
mome<i intio:&."^-rr'ln .th<; note on pi^ x ^Zt eleventh )f lie fmna the 
U^owro^.read «f A jcjinprily 4«pli"cd pa/t m 9^ firVbf caUing of a 
*^joHitentiDHi in wdtrio its acceptance,'* &c.— On *P«^ *6p> dird 
Ike ftom the bbttoat^ read *s anaounted^ Hi 1794^ to,'* 4cc. 
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